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Chapter 1: The New Travel Reality—

Why ePassports Are Rising Fast 

 

Ramesh, a 45-year-old IT professional from Bengaluru, had just landed at London 

Heathrow after a 9-hour flight. His colleague Priya, who had departed from the same 

flight, breezed through immigration in under 2 minutes using the e-gates. Ramesh, with 

his traditional passport, spent 35 minutes in the regular queue. "That moment," he later 

told me, "I decided my next passport would be an ePassport." 

 

Airports and border agencies worldwide are moving toward automation: e-gates, chip 

readers, and machine-validated documents. This shift rewards travelers who carry 

documents that can be verified quickly and reliably. 

India's ePassport initiative aligns with this direction. Official communications describe 

ePassports as enabling automated identity verification and smoother interface with 

immigration authorities. 

 

💡 KEY POINT 

The global travel ecosystem is changing. Automated border control systems are becoming 

the norm at major airports worldwide. An ePassport positions you for this new reality. 

 

The Global Shift: Numbers That Matter 

 

● Over 150 countries now issue ePassports compliant with ICAO standards 

● Major airports like Dubai, Singapore, London, and Frankfurt have invested 

heavily in e-gate infrastructure 

● The post-pandemic travel recovery has accelerated the push for contactless, 

automated verification 
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● Business travelers increasingly factor immigration processing time into their 

travel decisions 

 

✓ CASE STUDY: The Business Traveler's Calculation 

Vikram travels internationally 15-20 times a year for his consulting firm. After tracking his time, 

he calculated that with a traditional passport, he spent approximately 8-10 hours annually just 

waiting in immigration queues. After getting an ePassport and using e-gates where available, 

that dropped to under 2 hours annually. "That's almost a full working day I get back," he 

explains. 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Travel checks are becoming more data-driven and automated globally 

● A chip-based passport fits the modern border process better than paper-only 

verification 

● Countries with advanced immigration infrastructure increasingly favor ePassport 

holders 

 

Common Mistakes 

 

1. Assuming all airports treat ePassports and traditional passports identically 

2. Waiting until the last minute to upgrade when re-issue is due anyway 

3. Not researching e-gate availability at your frequent destinations 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Check when your current  

passport expires 

☐ Research e-gate availability at airports you frequently use 
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☐ Calculate how often you travel internationally per year 

☐ Decide if upgrading to ePassport makes sense for your travel pattern 
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Chapter 2: What Is an ePassport (And 

What It Is NOT) 

 

"I thought ePassport meant I could travel without carrying a physical document—like 

showing a QR code on my phone," laughed Meena, a first-time applicant I met at a seminar 

in Pune. It's a common misconception. The ePassport is still very much a physical booklet—

it just has a powerful upgrade hidden inside. 

 

What an ePassport IS 

 

An ePassport is a regular passport booklet with an embedded contactless chip and 

antenna. Key passport and identity data is stored securely on the chip, in addition to what 

is printed in the booklet. 

Think of it as your traditional passport with a secure digital twin inside. The physical pages 

still carry your photo, personal details, and visa stamps. But the chip adds a layer of 

cryptographic security that can be verified electronically. 

[IMAGE IDEA: Cross-section diagram of ePassport showing chip location, antenna, and how it interfaces 

with readers] 

 

What an ePassport is NOT 

 

⚖️ MYTH vs FACT 

MYTH: An ePassport is a mobile app or digital-only document.  FACT: An ePassport is a 

physical booklet with an embedded chip. You must carry it with you just like a traditional 

passport. 
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⚖️ MYTH vs FACT 

MYTH: I must immediately replace my valid passport with an ePassport.  FACT: If your 

current passport is valid and serves your needs, there is no mandatory requirement to 

replace it until re-issue is due. 

 

⚖️ MYTH vs FACT 

MYTH: The chip means I don't need to protect my passport physically.  FACT: The chip 

does not replace good personal security habits. Physical damage can still render your 

passport unusable. 

 

Practical Guidelines 

 

● Treat the ePassport as a normal passport for daily handling 

● Keep it physically safe—the chip does not replace good personal security habits 

● Do not rely on agents/touts; follow official instructions and use the Passport Seva 

portal 

 

✅ TIP 

When handling your ePassport, avoid bending the back cover excessively—that's typically 

where the chip is embedded. Use a protective cover if you travel frequently. 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● An ePassport is a physical document with an embedded chip—not a mobile app 

● The chip stores encrypted passport data for electronic verification 

● You don't need to rush to replace a valid traditional passport 
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Common Mistakes 

 

1. Thinking the ePassport is purely digital 

2. Rushing to replace a still-valid passport when there's no immediate need 

3. Using unauthorized agents instead of the official Passport Seva portal 

 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Understand that ePassport = physical booklet + embedded chip 

☐ Continue protecting your passport physically 

☐ Bookmark the official Passport Seva portal: passportindia.gov.in 
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Chapter 3: The 3 Key Advantages That 

Cannot Be Ignored 

 

When I explain ePassports to clients, I focus on three things that matter in the real world—

not technical specifications, but practical benefits they'll experience. 

 

Advantage 1: Stronger Anti-Fraud Protection 

 

With printed data plus encrypted chip data, it becomes harder to forge or tamper with 

identity details, improving document integrity. 

Traditional passports rely primarily on physical security features—watermarks, 

holograms, special inks. An ePassport adds a cryptographic layer that's exponentially 

harder to compromise. 

 

✓ CASE STUDY: The Tampered Passport Problem 

Immigration authorities worldwide have documented cases where photo substitution or detail 

alterations went undetected with traditional passports. With an ePassport, even if someone 

alters the printed page, the chip data creates a mismatch during electronic verification—an 

immediate red flag. 

 

Advantage 2: Faster Verification Where Systems 

Support It 

 

When airports and countries use chip readers or e-gates, verification can be faster and 

more consistent because key checks can be automated. 
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Location e-Gate Availability Benefit 

Dubai International Extensive Significantly reduced wait 

times 

Singapore Changi Extensive Automated clearance for 

eligible travelers 

London Heathrow Extensive e-Gate access for qualifying 

nationalities 

Frankfurt Airport Extensive Fast-track immigration 

processing 

Australian Airports Extensive SmartGate access 

 

Advantage 3: Future-Ready Global Compatibility 

 

The global travel ecosystem is standardizing around cryptographic verification and 

automated border control. ePassports are designed for that environment. 

 

✅ TIP 

If you travel frequently (business, studies, multi-country trips) or you are re-issuing soon 

anyway, ePassport is a smart upgrade. 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Advantage 1: Stronger anti-fraud protection through dual-layer verification 

● Advantage 2: Faster processing where e-gates and chip readers are available 

● Advantage 3: Future-proof alignment with global travel infrastructure 
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Common Mistakes 

 

1. Expecting instant benefits at all airports (e-gate availability varies) 

2. Ignoring the security benefits because they seem 'invisible' 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ List the airports you transit through most frequently 

☐ Research e-gate availability at those airports 

☐ Factor in future travel plans, not just current needs 
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Chapter 4: How ePassport Security 

Works 

 

"I'm not a tech person," my client Arun told me. "Just tell me—is my information safe?" 

Here's how I explained it to him. 

 

Think of the Chip as a Secure Identity Vault 

 

Imagine your passport data locked in a vault that only authorized keys can open: 

● The chip stores key passport data in encrypted form 

● Authorized readers (at immigration counters) can validate authenticity 

● This helps authorities confirm the passport has not been altered 

 

What the Chip Contains 

 

Data Element Stored? Purpose 

Name Yes Identity verification 

Date of Birth Yes Identity verification 

Passport Number Yes Document verification 

Photo (digital) Yes Biometric matching 

Digital Signature Yes Authenticity confirmation 

 

💡 KEY POINT 

The chip doesn't contain your travel history, visa details, or any information beyond what's 

already printed. It's a verification layer, not an expanded database. 
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⚠️ WARNING 

The best protection is still practical behavior: don't share passport images online, don't hand 

the passport to unknown people, and keep it protected from damage. 

 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● The chip acts as a secure identity vault with encrypted data 

● Only authorized government readers can verify the chip data 

● Encryption prevents tampering and forgery 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Understand that chip security supplements careful handling 

☐ Never share passport images on social media 

☐ Keep your passport in a protective cover 
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Chapter 5: India Rollout—Where It's 

Being Issued 

 

"Is ePassport available in my city?" is the most common question I receive. The answer 

requires understanding how India is implementing this program—systematically, not all 

at once. 

 

The Phased Approach 

 

India began issuing chip-based ePassports as part of Passport Seva Programme (PSP) 

2.0 in a phased rollout. A pilot phase started on April 1, 2024, and more passport offices 

are expected to issue ePassports over time. 

 

Regional Passport Offices in Initial Rollout 

 

Region Cities in Initial Rollout 

North India Amritsar, Jaipur, Jammu, Shimla 

South India Chennai, Hyderabad 

West India Nagpur, Surat, Goa 

East India Bhubaneswar, Ranchi 

Central India Raipur 

 

💡 KEY POINT 

This list reflects the initial/pilot phase. Expansion is ongoing. Always check the Passport 

Seva portal for your specific RPO's current status. 
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✓ CASE STUDY: Pilot Phase Experience 

Sunita applied for passport re-issue at the Hyderabad RPO in June 2024. Her experience 

was indistinguishable from standard processing—online application, PSK visit, police 

verification, delivery. The only difference: she received an ePassport. "I didn't even realize it 

was a pilot," she said. 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● ePassport rollout is phased, starting April 2024 

● Multiple RPOs are already issuing ePassports 

● The application process is the same—issuance depends on your RPO's phase 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Check the Passport Seva portal for your RPO's current status 

☐ Apply through normal channels—no special ePassport application needed 
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Chapter 6: Who Should Apply Now 

(And Who Can Wait) 

 

Not everyone needs to rush for an ePassport. Here's my practical framework for deciding 

whether to apply now or wait. 

 

Strongly Consider Applying Now If You Are: 

 

Category Why Now Makes Sense 

Frequent International Traveler Cumulative time savings at e-gates add up 

Student Planning Long Overseas Stay Better security for document you'll rely on for 

years 

Business Professional Productivity benefits from faster processing 

Re-Issue Due Anyway Combine necessary re-issue with upgrade 

 

✓ CASE STUDY: The Efficient Upgrade 

Rajiv's passport had only 4 blank pages left and was expiring in 18 months. He was planning 

studies in Canada. Instead of waiting, he applied for re-issue citing exhausted pages. This 

gave him a fresh ePassport with 60 pages, valid for 10 years—perfect timing. 

 

You Can Usually Wait If: 

 

● Your passport is valid for several years and you travel rarely 

● Your travel is mainly domestic 

● You have no immediate plans for international travel 



ePassports: Complete Guide for Indians | Manoj Palwe 

www.dreamvisas.com | Page 21 

 

 

✅ TIP 

When in doubt about page count, choose 60 pages. Running out of pages mid-validity 

requires early re-issue. A few hundred rupees more buys significant convenience. 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Frequent travelers benefit most from early adoption 

● If re-issue is due anyway, upgrading is efficient 

● Infrequent travelers can wait without penalty 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Review your passport's expiry date and remaining blank pages 

☐ List your international travel frequency and planned trips 

☐ Decide: Apply now or wait 

☐ If applying, choose 36 or 60 pages based on travel pattern 
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Chapter 7: Step-by-Step Application 

Process 

 

The process is straightforward if you follow it correctly. Here's the exact sequence I walk 

my clients through. 

 

Step 0: Choose the Service Type 

 

Service Type When It Applies 

Fresh Passport First-time applicant, never had Indian 

passport 

Re-issue Renewal, expiry nearing, exhausted pages, 

lost/damaged, change in particulars 

 

⚠️ WARNING 

Selecting the wrong service type causes delays. Fresh = never had passport. Re-issue = 

had passport before (even if expired/lost). 

 

Step 1: Choose Booklet Size (36 vs 60 Pages) 

60 pages is useful for frequent travelers. Consider your travel pattern for the next 10 

years. 

 

Step 2: Register and Login on Passport Seva 

Visit passportindia.gov.in. Fill the application form carefully. 
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💡 KEY POINT 

Consistency across documents is the #1 speed factor. Ensure your name, DOB, and 

address match exactly across your application and all ID proofs. 

 

Step 3: Pay Online and Book Appointment 

Online payment is mandatory for booking PSK/POPSK appointments. 

 

Step 4: Visit PSK/POPSK 

Carry originals and one set of self-attested photocopies. Biometrics and photo are 

captured at PSK. 

 

Step 5: Police Verification (If Applicable) 

Be available at your residence, keep address proof strong, respond promptly. 

 

Step 6: Printing, Dispatch, Delivery 

Track status on Passport Seva portal. Ensure delivery address is accessible. 

 

Tatkal (Urgent Travel) 

 

Tatkal follows the same steps, but documentation must be near-perfect. 

⚠️ WARNING 

Tatkal is faster only when accepted. Delays occur if verification is pending or details 

mismatch. Tatkal fee is additional; verify exact totals using Fee Calculator. 
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Key Takeaways 

 

● Choose Fresh or Re-issue correctly 

● Online payment is mandatory before booking 

● Document consistency is the biggest factor in processing speed 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Determine: Fresh or Re-issue? 

☐ Decide: 36 or 60 pages? 

☐ Register on passportindia.gov.in 

☐ Fill form with consistent details 

☐ Pay online and book appointment 

☐ Prepare originals + self-attested photocopies 

  



ePassports: Complete Guide for Indians | Manoj Palwe 

www.dreamvisas.com | Page 25 

Chapter 8: Documents Checklist 

(PSK-Ready) 

 

"I thought I was fully prepared," Deepak said after his PSK visit was rescheduled due to 

missing documents. This chapter ensures that doesn't happen to you. 

 

💡 KEY POINT 

Carry original documents AND one set of self-attested photocopies. Self-attestation means 

signing each photocopy yourself. 

 

Universal Safe Set to Carry 

 

Document Type What to Carry Notes 

Current Address Proof Original + self-attested copy Must match application 

exactly 

Date of Birth Proof Original + self-attested copy Birth certificate, school 

leaving certificate 

Photo ID Original + self-attested copy Aadhaar, PAN, Voter ID 

Old Passport (Re-issue) Original + copies of relevant 

pages 

First, last, observation, 

stamped pages 

 

Accepted Address Proofs 

 

● Aadhaar card 

● Voter ID card 

● Water/Electricity/Telephone bill (recent) 
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● Bank/Post Office passbook (with address) 

● Rent agreement (registered) 

 

✅ TIP 

Carry 1-2 backup address proofs if possible. Address mismatch is a frequent reason for 

delays. 

 

✓ CASE STUDY: Document Preparedness Pays Off 

Priya arrived at PSK with her primary address proof (Aadhaar) and two backups (electricity 

bill and bank statement). When the officer noted a minor spelling variation in her Aadhaar, 

she produced the electricity bill which matched exactly. "That backup saved me a second 

visit." 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Always carry originals + self-attested photocopies 

● Address proof is the most common problem area—prepare backups 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Gather all original documents 

☐ Make one clear photocopy of each 

☐ Self-attest (sign) every photocopy 

☐ Verify address on proof matches application exactly 

☐ Carry 1-2 backup address proofs 
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Chapter 9: Costing & Fees 

 

"I was surprised by the final amount because I didn't factor in everything," admitted Arjun. 

This chapter gives you complete clarity on costs. 

 

Standard Fee Structure 

 

Applicant Type Booklet Normal Fee (INR) 

Adult (18+) 36 pages ₹1,500 

Adult (18+) 60 pages (Jumbo) ₹2,000 

Minor (<15) 36 pages ~₹1,000 (verify via Fee 

Calculator) 

 

💡 KEY POINT 

Passport Seva indicates a 10% discount on passport fee for fresh applications (not re-

issue) for minors up to 8 years and senior citizens above 60 years. 

 

Payment Rules 

 

● Online payment is mandatory before booking appointment 

● Payment once made will not be refunded 

● Tatkal fee is IN ADDITION to application fee 

 

✅ TIP 

The Fee Calculator on passportindia.gov.in is the authoritative source. Use it before 

payment to avoid surprises. 



ePassports: Complete Guide for Indians | Manoj Palwe 

www.dreamvisas.com | Page 28 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Standard adult 36-page passport: ₹1,500 

● 60-page (Jumbo) booklet: ₹2,000 

● Tatkal is additional, not a replacement fee 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Determine your application category 

☐ Decide between 36 and 60 pages 

☐ Use Fee Calculator for exact amount 

☐ Complete online payment before booking 
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Chapter 10: Timelines, Police 

Verification & Delivery 

 

"When will I get my passport?" is the question I hear most often. The honest answer: it 

depends on several factors. 

 

Typical Processing Stages 

 

Stage What Happens Duration 

Application Submission Online form and payment Your control 

Appointment Booking Securing PSK slot Depends on availability 

PSK Visit Photo, biometrics, docs Same day 

Police Verification Address/identity verification Variable 

Printing & Dispatch Passport printed and sent 3-5 days typically 

 

What Controls Timelines Most 

 

1. Police verification speed—the most variable factor 

2. Address consistency—mismatches cause delays 

3. Appointment availability 

4. Document completeness 
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✓ CASE STUDY: Smooth Police Verification 

When Sanjay applied for his first passport, he informed his building society, kept documents 

ready, and ensured someone was home. The officer visited within a week, verification took 

20 minutes, and the passport was approved within days. 

✗ CASE STUDY: Delayed Verification 

Neha had recently moved and her Aadhaar still showed her old address. The officer couldn't 

confirm her residence, leading to a follow-up visit and a 3-week delay. Lesson: Update all 

address proofs before applying. 

 

⚠️ WARNING 

If you have international travel planned, apply early. Avoid applying too close to travel 

dates. A buffer of 6-8 weeks is advisable. 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Police verification is often the most variable factor 

● Address consistency dramatically affects speed 

● Track your application regularly 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Apply at least 6-8 weeks before planned travel 

☐ Ensure address proofs are current and consistent 

☐ Be available at home for police verification 

☐ Set up SMS alerts on Passport Seva portal 

  



ePassports: Complete Guide for Indians | Manoj Palwe 

www.dreamvisas.com | Page 31 

Chapter 11: Common Mistakes That 

Cause Delay 

 

After helping thousands of applicants, I've seen the same mistakes repeatedly. This chapter 

helps you avoid every one of them. 

 

💡 KEY POINT 

The biggest cause of delay is inconsistency across documents and application fields. 

 

Mistake 1: Address Proof Mismatch 

 

Your address proof must match your current residence AND exactly match the 

application. 

✓ FIX 

Update your Aadhaar/other proofs to current address BEFORE applying. 

 

Mistake 2: Name/DOB Inconsistencies 

 

Different spellings across documents (Vijay vs Vijaya) cause verification delays. 

✓ FIX 

Check all documents for consistent spelling before applying. 

 

Mistake 3: Missing Originals or Self-Attestation 

 

Photocopies without originals, or unsigned photocopies, lead to rejection at PSK. 
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✓ FIX 

Always carry originals + self-attested copies. Sign each photocopy clearly. 

 

Mistake 4: Wrong Service Selection 

 

Choosing 'Fresh' when you've had a passport before, or vice versa. 

✓ FIX 

Fresh = never had Indian passport. Re-issue = had passport before. 

 

Mistake 5: Not Available for Police Verification 

 

Verification officer visits and no one is home, leading to delays. 

✓ FIX 

Inform family/security. Be available during working hours. 

 

✗ CASE STUDY: Compound Mistakes 

Rakesh made three mistakes: Aadhaar had old address, name spelled differently on PAN 

card, and he chose Tatkal hoping to speed things up. The result was Tatkal fee paid for 

normal-speed processing, with multiple follow-ups. What should have been 2 weeks took 6 

weeks. 

 

Prevention Checklist 

☐ Match spellings exactly across all documents 

☐ Verify address proof reflects current residence 

☐ Carry originals + self-attested copies 

☐ Select correct service type 
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☐ Be reachable for police verification 

 

Chapter 12: Privacy & Safety—Do's 

and Don'ts 

 

The chip improves verification security, but your personal security habits prevent most 

real-world passport misuse. 

 

Essential Do's 

 

● Use a protective cover and keep the booklet undamaged 

● Keep a photocopy/scan stored securely for reference 

● Store passport safely at home and during travel 

 

Critical Don'ts 

 

⚠️ WARNING 

Do not post passport images online (even blurred images can leak data). Social media 

posts with passport photos can be exploited for identity fraud. 

 

● Do not share OTPs, login credentials, or application details with anyone 

● Do not hand your passport to unknown people for 'checking' 

 

✗ CASE STUDY: Social Media Risk 
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Excited about her new passport, Ananya posted a photo on Instagram with the number 

slightly blurred. Within weeks, someone attempted to use her passport details for fraudulent 

purposes. The 'blur' wasn't enough—image enhancement tools can recover obscured details. 

 

Digital Security Tips 

 

● Use strong, unique password for Passport Seva account 

● Enable two-factor authentication where available 

● Be wary of phishing emails claiming to be from Passport Seva 

 

Key Takeaways 

 

● Physical protection of your passport remains essential 

● Never post passport images online 

● Keep credentials and OTPs strictly private 

 

Action Checklist 

 

☐ Get a protective cover for your passport 

☐ Store a secure digital copy (not on social media) 

☐ Use a strong password for Passport Seva account 

☐ Review and delete any passport images from social media 
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Chapter 13: Frequently Asked 

Questions 

 

General ePassport Questions 

 

Q: What is an ePassport? 

A: A passport booklet with an embedded contactless RFID chip. The chip stores passport 

data securely in encrypted form. 

 

Q: Is ePassport mandatory in India right now? 

A: No. Rollout is phased. Many applicants will still receive regular passports depending 

on issuance phase. 

 

Q: Which cities are issuing ePassports? 

A: Initial rollout includes Nagpur, Bhubaneswar, Jammu, Goa, Shimla, Raipur, Amritsar, 

Jaipur, Chennai, Hyderabad, Surat, and Ranchi. Expansion continues. 

 

Q: Does ePassport guarantee faster immigration? 

A: It supports automated verification where e-gates exist. Actual speed depends on the 

destination airport's infrastructure. 

 

Application Process Questions 

 

Q: Is online payment required? 

A: Yes. Online payment is mandatory for booking PSK/POPSK appointments. 

 

Q: Are fees refundable? 

A: No. Payment once made will not be refunded. 
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Q: Should I choose 36 or 60 pages? 

A: Choose 60 pages if you travel frequently or expect many visas. Otherwise 36 pages is 

sufficient. 

 

Q: Can I apply under Tatkal? 

A: Yes, but documentation must be near-perfect. Tatkal fee is additional to regular fee. 

 

Technical Questions 

 

Q: Can the chip be damaged? 

A: Yes. Physical damage (bending, water, heat) can damage the chip. Use a protective 

cover. 

 

Q: What data is stored on the chip? 

A: Same data as printed: name, DOB, passport number, nationality, photo, expiry date, 

and digital signature. 

 

Q: How long does the process take? 

A: Variable. For normal applications, plan for 2-4 weeks minimum. First-time applicants 

with police verification, allow 4-6 weeks or more. 
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Chapter 14: One-Page Quick 

Summary 

 

Top 3 Reasons Indians Choose ePassports 

 

1. Harder to forge: Printed + encrypted chip data improves integrity 

2. Smoother immigration: Faster where automated verification exists 

3. Future-ready: Aligns with global standardization 

 

Step-by-Step (At a Glance) 

 

1. Decide Fresh vs Re-issue; choose 36 vs 60 pages 

2. Apply on Passport Seva (passportindia.gov.in) 

3. Pay online and book appointment 

4. Visit PSK with originals + self-attested copies 

5. Complete police verification if applicable 

6. Track, receive passport by delivery 

 

Fee Snapshot 

 

Category Fee (INR) 

Adult 36 pages ₹1,500 

Adult 60 pages ₹2,000 

Tatkal Additional (use Fee Calculator) 
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Quick Do's and Don'ts 

 

DO DON'T 

Carry originals + self-attested copies Share passport images online 

Apply early (6-8 weeks before travel) Choose wrong service type 

Use official Passport Seva portal Use unauthorized agents 

Be available for police verification Apply with mismatched address proofs 

 

 

References 

 

This guide is based on information from official sources. Always verify current details: 

● Ministry of External Affairs (India) - Rajya Sabha Q&A on ePassports. 

www.mea.gov.in 

● Passport Seva - Mandatory Online Payment, Document Advisor, Fee Calculator. 

passportindia.gov.in 
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Need Professional Immigration 

Guidance? 

 

While this guide covers the ePassport system comprehensively, many readers also have 

broader immigration goals—Canada, Australia, Germany, and beyond. 

 

Why Consult with Us? 

● 25+ years of immigration consulting experience 

● 10,000+ families successfully assisted 

● Licensed RCIC (Canada), CAPIC member, MIA qualified (Australia) 

● Offices in Toronto and Pune 

● Transparent, ethical guidance 

 

 

Get in Touch 

     Website: www.dreamvisas.com 

       Email: manoj@dreamvisas.com, biz@dreamvisas.com 

                LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/manojpalwe/ 

Contact: 91 9822033225 

 

Visit www.dreamvisas.com to learn more about the author’s immigration 

consulting services. 

 

Thank you for reading! 

Best wishes for your journey ahead. 

Manoj Palwe 

RCIC | CAPIC | MIA Qualified 

mailto:manoj@dreamvisas.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/manojpalwe/

	About the Author
	Professional Credentials
	Recognition & Social Proof
	Connect with the Author

	Copyright & Disclaimer
	© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. All Rights Reserved.
	No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the ...
	WARNING: This guide is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. Immigration laws and policies change frequently. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained herein, the aut...
	Readers are strongly advised to consult with a licensed immigration consultant (RCIC) or immigration lawyer for advice specific to their individual circumstances.
	The author is a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant (RCIC R422575) and member of CAPIC (R11592).
	Published by: Taurus Infotek / Dreamvisas Author: Manoj Palwe, RCIC R422575
	• Chapter 1: The New Travel Reality—Why ePassports Are Rising Fast
	• Chapter 2: What Is an ePassport (And What It Is NOT)
	• Chapter 3: The 3 Key Advantages That Cannot Be Ignored
	• Chapter 4: How ePassport Security Works
	• Chapter 5: India Rollout—Where It's Being Issued
	• Chapter 6: Who Should Apply Now (And Who Can Wait)
	• Chapter 7: Step-by-Step Application Process
	• Chapter 8: Documents Checklist (PSK-Ready)
	• Chapter 9: Costing & Fees
	• Chapter 10: Timelines, Police Verification & Delivery
	• Chapter 11: Common Mistakes That Cause Delay
	• Chapter 12: Privacy & Safety—Do's and Don'ts
	• Chapter 13: Frequently Asked Questions
	• Chapter 14: One-Page Quick Summary
	• Need Professional Immigration Guidance?
	Chapter 1: The New Travel Reality—Why ePassports Are Rising Fast
	The Global Shift: Numbers That Matter
	Key Takeaways
	Common Mistakes
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 2: What Is an ePassport (And What It Is NOT)
	What an ePassport IS
	What an ePassport is NOT
	Practical Guidelines
	Key Takeaways
	Common Mistakes
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 3: The 3 Key Advantages That Cannot Be Ignored
	Advantage 1: Stronger Anti-Fraud Protection
	Advantage 2: Faster Verification Where Systems Support It
	Advantage 3: Future-Ready Global Compatibility
	Key Takeaways
	Common Mistakes
	Action Checklist


	Chapter 4: How ePassport Security Works
	Think of the Chip as a Secure Identity Vault
	What the Chip Contains
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 5: India Rollout—Where It's Being Issued
	The Phased Approach
	Regional Passport Offices in Initial Rollout
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 6: Who Should Apply Now (And Who Can Wait)
	Strongly Consider Applying Now If You Are:
	You Can Usually Wait If:
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 7: Step-by-Step Application Process
	Step 0: Choose the Service Type
	Step 1: Choose Booklet Size (36 vs 60 Pages)
	Step 2: Register and Login on Passport Seva
	Step 3: Pay Online and Book Appointment
	Step 4: Visit PSK/POPSK
	Step 5: Police Verification (If Applicable)
	Step 6: Printing, Dispatch, Delivery
	Tatkal (Urgent Travel)
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist


	Chapter 8: Documents Checklist (PSK-Ready)
	Universal Safe Set to Carry
	Accepted Address Proofs
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 9: Costing & Fees
	Standard Fee Structure
	Payment Rules
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 10: Timelines, Police Verification & Delivery
	Typical Processing Stages
	What Controls Timelines Most
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 11: Common Mistakes That Cause Delay
	Mistake 1: Address Proof Mismatch
	Mistake 2: Name/DOB Inconsistencies
	Mistake 3: Missing Originals or Self-Attestation
	Mistake 4: Wrong Service Selection
	Mistake 5: Not Available for Police Verification
	Prevention Checklist

	Chapter 12: Privacy & Safety—Do's and Don'ts
	Essential Do's
	Critical Don'ts
	Digital Security Tips
	Key Takeaways
	Action Checklist

	Chapter 13: Frequently Asked Questions
	General ePassport Questions
	Application Process Questions
	Technical Questions

	Chapter 14: One-Page Quick Summary
	Top 3 Reasons Indians Choose ePassports
	Step-by-Step (At a Glance)
	Fee Snapshot
	Quick Do's and Don'ts

	Need Professional Immigration Guidance?
	Why Consult with Us?


