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About the Author

Manoj Palwe is a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant (RCIC R422575), a CAPIC Fellow
(R11592), and has passed the Migration Institute of Australia (MIA) examination — one of the few
practitioners with professional credentials spanning both Canadian and Australian immigration systems.

With over 25 years of immigration consulting experience and more than 10,000 families assisted across
Canada, Australia, the UK, Germany, New Zealand, the UAE, and other destinations, Manoj brings a
depth of practical knowledge that formal guides alone cannot provide.

As President of Taurus Infotek. and founder of the Dreamvisas brand (dreamvisas.com), with offices in
Toronto and Pune, Manoj has built one of the most trusted immigration advisory platforms serving the

Indian diaspora globally. His YouTube channel has 20,000+ subscribers and 600+ videos, and he has
received 600+ LinkedIn recommendations from clients and colleagues.

His immigration e-book series — covering Canada, Australia, the UK, Germany, the UAE, New
Zealand, and Portugal — draws on decades of frontline experience to give readers the kind of honest,
insider guidance that helps real people make real decisions.

If this book helped you understand your options or avoid a costly mistake, please leave an honest
Amazon review. Two minutes — it helps the next person in the same situation.

For a professional assessment of your specific immigration case, consider a Personal
Evaluation Report (PER) with Manoj Palwe at dreamvisas.com.
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Copyright & Disclaimer

© 2026 Manoj Palwe. All rights reserved. Published by Taurus Infotek. / Dreamvisas.

DISCLAIMER: This book is educational only. It does not constitute immigration advice, does not create a
consultant-client relationship, and does not guarantee any immigration outcome. Immigration laws and test
requirements change frequently; always verify with official sources such as the Australian Government
Department of Home Affairs (homeaffairs.gov.au). Purchasing this book does not establish a professional
relationship between author and reader. For advice on your specific situation, consult a registered migration agent
or qualified immigration lawyer. The author is MIA Examination Qualified and is familiar with current Australian
citizenship policy and case trends; however, this book is not endorsed by, affiliated with, or approved by the
Australian Government Department of Home Affairs.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed without written permission. All content
reflects information available as of 2026.
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Introduction: Your Journey to Becoming Australian

Priya had lived in Melbourne for six years. She had built a career, made friends, paid taxes, and called
Australia home. The only thing standing between her and an Australian passport was a 20-question
test. She failed it twice — not because she lacked knowledge of Australia, but because she did not
know how the test was designed to trick you.

This book exists so you do not repeat Priya's experience.

The Australian Citizenship Test is not simply a quiz about facts. It is a values-based examination — one
that asks whether you understand the principles that hold Australian society together. Most applicants
study the wrong things. They memorise dates and capitals while missing the mandatory values
guestions that can disqualify them regardless of their overall score.

What Citizenship Means

Australian citizenship is one of the most valuable status changes a migrant can make. It grants you the
right to vote, stand for public office, hold an Australian passport (ranked among the world's strongest),
access all government services without restriction, sponsor family members more easily, and remain in
Australia permanently — regardless of how immigration laws change in the future.

Beyond the legal benefits, citizenship is a declaration: you belong here, you accept the responsibilities
of membership, and you embrace the values that define Australian democratic society.

Who Must Take the Test

The citizenship test is required for most applicants aged 18 to 59 who apply for Australian citizenship by
conferral. If you are under 18 or aged 60 and over, you are exempt from the test — though you still
need to meet other requirements.

Applicants with a permanent or enduring physical or mental incapacity that affects their ability to
understand the nature of the application may also be exempt, subject to the Department's assessment.

Overview of the Citizenship Process

Step 1 Meet general residence requirements (4 years lawful + 1 year as
permanent resident)

Step 2 Submit application to Department of Home Affairs
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Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

Receive test invitation and book test appointment

Sit the Australian Citizenship Test (computer-based)

Attend citizenship interview if required

Receive decision on application

Attend citizenship ceremony and make the pledge

2026 Updates You Must Know

The Australian citizenship framework continues to evolve. As of 2026, the following updates are
relevant to test takers:

» The testis conducted online or in-person at a Department of Home Affairs office

* Mandatory values questions remain weighted — you must correctly answer all values questions
to pass regardless of overall score

* The test duration remains 45 minutes for 20 questions

* The pass mark is 15 out of 20 (75%) plus all mandatory values questions correct

» Applicants may re-sit the test if they fail — the application remains live

How This Book Works

This book follows a deliberate structure. You will first understand exactly how the test is designed and
where applicants fail. You will then master each knowledge domain with clear explanations and real-
world context — not rote facts but genuine understanding. Finally, you will test yourself with 200
practice questions at varying difficulty levels, each with a detailed explanation of why the answer is

correct.

By the end of this book, you will not just know the answers. You will understand Australia — its values,
its history, its institutions, and its identity. That understanding is what the test is designed to measure,
and it is what will carry you through.
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cHAPTER 1 | UNDERSTANDING THE TEST — FORMAT, RULES &
REQUIREMENTS

Omar had been in Australia for five years on a skilled visa. When he booked his citizenship test, he
assumed it was similar to the driving knowledge test — multiple choice, straightforward, easy to pass
with a quick read of the handbook. He arrived at the Department of Home Affairs office, sat down at the
terminal, and realised within the first five questions that something was different. The questions about
Australian values were not fact-recall. They required him to reason about what Australian society
believes is right. He passed — but only barely.

Understanding the test format before you study is not optional. It determines everything about how you
prepare.

Test Structure at a Glance

Feature Details

Number of Questions 20

Pass Mark 15/20 (75%) AND all mandatory values questions
correct

Time Allowed 45 minutes

Format Computer-based, multiple choice

Delivery At Department of Home Affairs office, or via

authorised online channel

Retakes Allowed? Yes — no limit on re-sits, application stays active

Languages Available English only (the test is also an English
assessment)

Aids Permitted None — closed book
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* WHAT'S NEW IN 2026 vs EARLIER TEST VERSIONS

Feature Current 2026 Test Older Test Versions
Total questions 20 questions 45 questions (pre-2020 version)
Pass mark 75% (15/20) — overall Same threshold, different scale

Mandatory values [YES — must pass ALL values questions [No mandatory subset in earlier versions
guestions regardless of total score

Time allowed 45 minutes 45 minutes (unchanged)

Format Computer-based, multiple choice at Paper-based option available in earlier
Home Affairs office versions

Study resource 'Australian Citizenship: Our Common Same resource, but older editions had
Bond' (testable sections only) more factual detail questions

Values weighting [Values questions can independently Values were weighted equally with
determine pass/fail factual questions

Re-sit policy Unlimited re-sits; no waiting period No change — unlimited re-sits always
mandated allowed

Key takeaway: The 2026 test is shorter than earlier versions but harder to 'luck through' — the
mandatory values questions mean you cannot compensate with factual knowledge. A single wrong
values answer can fail you even with 19/20 on other questions. This book's values chapters and Values
Masterclass are therefore the most important sections for your preparation.

The Mandatory Values Questions — The Non-Negotiable Hurdle

This is the single most important thing to understand about the Australian Citizenship Test: it contains a
subset of mandatory values questions. Even if you score 19 out of 20 overall, failing a mandatory
values question means you fail the entire test.

These questions test whether you genuinely understand and accept Australia's core democratic values.
The Department takes the position that citizenship is a commitment — not just a residence milestone.
You must demonstrate that you accept the principles of Australian society, not merely that you know
facts about it.

|@ LEGAL BASIS: WHY THIS TEST EXISTS

The Australian Citizenship Test is a legal requirement under the Australian Citizenship Act 2007 (Cth). The Act
requires applicants to demonstrate ‘an adequate knowledge of Australia and of the responsibilities and privileges
of Australian citizenship.' The Department of Home Affairs operationalises this requirement through the citizenship
test, which is based entirely on the official resource 'Australian Citizenship: Our Common Bond.' Questions are
drawn from the testable sections of that document — this book covers all testable sections comprehensively.
Note: passing the test satisfies only the knowledge component of the citizenship requirement. Character,
residency, and identity requirements are separate.
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Common themes in mandatory values questions include:

* The rule of law — no one is above the law, including government
+ Equality of men and women in all aspects of life

* Freedom of religion and the right to not hold any religion

* Freedom of speech — subject to the law

* The right of all people to be treated with dignity and respect

» Democratic participation and the right to vote

What Causes Failure — The Real Reasons

Based on experience working with applicants who have re-sat the test, these are the most common
causes of failure:

Common Failure Reason

1 Not understanding what 'Australian values' actually means — treating them as abstract
rather than concrete commitments

2 Confusing state and federal government responsibilities

3 Getting Australian history dates and sequences wrong (e.g., Federation year, ANZAC
Day)

4 Misidentifying national symbols — the flag, coat of arms, and their elements
5 Underestimating the mandatory values questions and skimming that chapter

6 Not reading questions carefully — distractor answers are deliberately close to correct
ones

7 Studying only the official resource booklet and not doing sufficient practice questions

English Language Requirement

The test is conducted entirely in English. There is no interpreter service for the test itself. This is
intentional — basic English is considered a prerequisite for integration into Australian civic life. The
guestions are written in plain English, but applicants whose English is limited may find the values
guestions particularly challenging because they require interpretation rather than simple recall.
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cHAPTER 2 | HOW TO PREPARE — YOUR 7/14/30-DAY STRATEGY

The most common mistake applicants make is treating this as a last-minute task. They download the
official resource booklet the night before, skim through it, and believe they are ready. The 75% pass
rate means one in four applicants fails on the first attempt. You will not be among them if you follow the
preparation strategy in this chapter.

The Three-Layer Preparation Method

Effective preparation for the citizenship test happens in three layers:

+ Layer 1 — UNDERSTAND: Read each section with the goal of genuine comprehension, not
memorisation. Ask yourself: why does Australia value this? What does it mean in practice?

» Layer 2 — RECALL: Test yourself without looking at notes. Use the practice questions in this
book. Identify your weak areas.

» Layer 3— REINFORCE: Go back to the sections where you lost points. Re-read, re-test.
Repeat until you score consistently above 90% in practice.

7-Day Crash Course Plan

Day Focus Area

Day 1 Read Chapter 3 (Australian Values) completely. Re-read it once. Do 20 values
practice questions from Chapter 9.

Day 2 Read Chapter 4 (History). Note all key dates on a single card. Do 25 history
guestions from Chapter 9.

Day 3 Read Chapter 5 (Government & Law). Draw the government structure
diagram. Do 25 government questions.

Day 4 Read Chapters 6 & 7 (Culture, Symbols). Do 30 questions from those
sections. Review answer explanations carefully.

Day 5 Read Chapter 8 (Geography & Economy). Complete all geography practice
guestions. Do full Mock Test 1 (20 questions).

Day 6 Do Mock Tests 2 and 3. Review every wrong answer. Re-read relevant
chapters for missed questions.

Day 7 Do Mock Test 4. Review Bonus 1 (50 Most Repeated Questions). Read
Bonus 2 (Values Quick Sheet). Rest and sleep well.
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14-Day Thorough Preparation Plan

If you have two weeks, you can prepare thoroughly. Days 1-7 follow the plan above but at a slower
pace with deeper reading. Days 8-14 are dedicated entirely to practice questions, mock tests, and
targeted revision.

+ Days 1-2: Australian Values — read, review, take notes, do 30 values questions

» Days 3-4: History — timeline exercises, dates quiz, 30 history questions

» Days 5-6: Government — draw the three levels, identify roles, 30 government questions

» Day 7: Culture, Society, Symbols — 40 questions across these chapters

» Days 8-9: Geography & Economy plus full Mock Test 1 and 2 with detailed review

+ Days 10-11: Targeted revision on weak areas from mock tests + Mock Tests 3 and 4

» Days 12-13: Bonus sections — 50 Most Repeated Questions, Values Quick Sheet

» Day 14: Final review, Mock Test 5, rest and prepare documents for test day

30-Day Deep Mastery Plan

Thirty days is the optimal preparation window. In addition to the 14-day plan above, use the extra time
to read broader Australian news, watch ABC news, understand current affairs, and build genuine
cultural familiarity. Applicants who are immersed in Australian life — not just studying for a test —
consistently outperform those who only open the booklet.

Memory Techniques for Faster Recall

Certain facts recur across many questions. These memory techniques will help:
» Federation Year 1901: 'Australia federated at the start of the 20th century — 1901. Nine-teen-
oh-one.’'

* ANZAC Day: 25 April. The 25th letter of the alphabet is Y — 'Why we remember.' April = Month
4.

» Australia Day: 26 January. Think '26 Jan — the First Fleet arrived and modern Australia began.'
* Three levels of government: Federal — State/Territory — Local. Think 'Country, State, Street.'

» The flag: Union Jack (top left) + Commonwealth Star (bottom left) + Southern Cross (right).
Three elements.

Test Day Strategy

You have 45 minutes for 20 questions — 135 seconds per question. That is generous. Never rush. For
each question: read the full question, read all options, eliminate obviously wrong answers first, then
choose the best remaining answer.

For values questions: always select the answer that best reflects equality, freedom, respect for the law,
and democratic principles. When two answers seem similar, choose the one that explicitly names a
democratic value (e.g., 'the rule of law' over 'community tradition").
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cHAPTER 3 | AUSTRALIAN VALUES — THE EXAM'S MOST IMPORTANT
SECTION

EXAM WARNING: Mandatory values questions must ALL be answered correctly. You cannot
compensate for a wrong values answer with correct answers elsewhere. Do not skim this
chapter.

Australian values are not an abstract list. They are the operating principles of Australian democratic
society — principles that affect how courts make decisions, how employers must behave, how schools
teach children, and how government writes law. The citizenship test expects you to understand these
values well enough to apply them to real-life scenarios.

The Seven Core Australian Values

|1. Respect for Freedom and Democracy

Australia is a democratic nation. Citizens have the right to participate in the democratic process — to
vote, to stand for election, to speak freely about political matters, and to petition government. No
individual, group, or government can take these rights away.

2. The Rule of Law

In Australia, everyone — including the Prime Minister, the police, and the courts themselves — must
obey the law. No one is above the law. Citizens have the right to a fair trial, to be presumed innocent
until proven guilty, and to have legal representation.

3. Freedom of Speech and Expression

Australians may express their views freely, including views that criticise government or authority. This
freedom exists within the framework of the law — it does not, for example, permit speech that incites
violence or hatred.

4. Freedom of Religion
Australians are free to follow any religion — or no religion at all. The government does not impose a
state religion. People of all faiths are entitled to practise their beliefs provided they comply with
Australian law.
|5. Equality of Men and Women
Men and women are equal before the law and in all aspects of life — employment, education, property
rights, and family decision-making. This applies equally in marriage, in the workplace, and in public life.
|6. Mutual Respect and Tolerance

Australia is a multicultural society. People from all backgrounds, cultures, and beliefs are entitled to live
and participate in Australian society with dignity and respect. Discrimination on the basis of race,
gender, religion, or national origin is illegal.
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7. Equality of Opportunity

Every person has the right to pursue their ambitions, education, and career without discrimination.
Social background, religion, gender, or ethnicity should not limit a person's ability to succeed in
Australia.

Mandatory Values Questions — What They Look Like

Below are examples of the type of questions that appear as mandatory values questions. Remember:
these must be answered correctly even if you lose points elsewhere.

Q1: What does 'the rule of law' mean in Australia?

A) The government makes rules that citizens must follow
B) Everyone, including the government, must obey the law
C) The courts have the power to make new laws

D) Only elected officials are required to follow the law

Answer: B | The rule of law means everyone — including government — must obey the law. This is a
foundational democratic principle.

Q2: In Australia, a person's religious beliefs should:

A) Be approved by government authorities

B) Conform to the views of the majority religion

C) Be respected as a private matter, as long as they comply with the law
D) Not be discussed in public

Answer: C | Australia protects freedom of religion. Beliefs are a private matter — but must still comply with
Australian law.

Q3: Which of the following best describes how men and women are treated in Australia?

A) Men generally have more rights in the workplace

B) Women are the primary decision-makers in family matters
C) Men and women are equal before the law

D) Equality depends on cultural background

Answer: C | Equality of men and women is absolute in Australian law — regardless of cultural background
or tradition.

Q4: A person in Australia who disagrees with a government decision should:

A) Accept the decision without question

B) Leave Australia if they disagree
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C) Express their views through lawful means such as peaceful protest or contacting their elected
representative

D) Encourage others to disobey the law

Answer: C | Freedom of speech and democratic participation allow Australians to challenge government
decisions — lawfully.

Q5: Australian society expects that people of different cultural and religious backgrounds will:
A) Assimilate completely and abandon their original culture

B) Be treated with mutual respect and tolerance
C) Follow the customs of the majority culture
D) Limit their cultural practices to private settings only

Answer: B | Mutual respect and tolerance are core values. Australia is multicultural — diversity is
respected, not suppressed.

Common Traps in Values Questions

The test is designed to identify applicants who may hold values incompatible with Australian democratic
society. Here are the most common traps:

» Cultural or religious exceptions: Answers that suggest equality or the rule of law can be
overridden by cultural or religious tradition are always wrong.

* 'Most Australians' framing: An answer that says 'most Australians believe X, therefore X is
correct behaviour' is usually a trap. Australian values are principles, not majority opinion.

» Private vs public distinction: Freedom of religion and freedom of belief apply in both private and
public life — not just one or the other.

» Silence vs expression: The right to free speech does not mean you must speak. But you also
cannot be legally prevented from speaking about political matters.

* VALUES QUESTIONS MASTERCLASS

The Golden Rule for Every Values Question: Always choose the option that maximises equality,
upholds the rule of law, and respects the dignity of all parties — regardless of religion, culture,
or personal opinion. When two options seem correct, the right one is the one that would apply
to ALL Australians equally, not just some.

The 4-Step Values Question Framework

When you encounter a values question, apply this framework in order:

» Step 1 — Eliminate options that privilege one group over another. If an answer suggests one
gender, religion, race, or culture has superior rights, it is wrong.

» Step 2 — Eliminate options that suggest breaking or bypassing Australian law. Cultural or
religious practices that require breaking the law are not protected in Australia.
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+ Step 3 — Eliminate options that involve avoidance, silence, or ‘doing nothing.' Australian values
favour active engagement with the law and community institutions.

» Step 4 — Choose the option that reflects: equal treatment + respect for law + use of proper
channels. This is almost always correct.

10 Prototypical Values Questions — With Reasoning

|Q1 (Equality of men and women)

Tariq has just arrived in Australia from a country where husbands make all family decisions. In
Australia, Tariq should:
A) Continue to make all decisions as his culture requires
B) Make decisions jointly with his wife, as Australian law treats men and women as equals
C) Ask his religious leader what Australian law allows
D) Only make decisions about work and finances
Correct Answer: B | Australian values require equality of men and women in ALL aspects of life — including

family decisions. Cultural background does not modify this. Option A privileges one person over another. Option
C introduces a non-legal intermediary. Option D is an artificial restriction. Only B reflects full equality.

|Q2 (Religious dress in the workplace)

Amina wears a hijab for religious reasons. Her employer tells her she cannot wear it at work because it
makes other employees uncomfortable. What should Amina do?
A) Remove the hijab at work to avoid conflict
B) Complain to her employer's manager
C) Lodge a complaint with the Australian Human Rights Commission — religious discrimination is unlawful
D) Find a new job
Correct Answer: C | Freedom of religion is protected by Australian law. An employer cannot lawfully prohibit
religious dress on the basis of others' discomfort. Amina's correct avenue is the Australian Human Rights

Commission (or state equivalent). Options A and D accept a violation. Option B is partial — the correct channel
is a formal complaint body.

|Q3 (Free speech and criticism)

Carlos writes a letter to his local newspaper criticising a new government policy. His friend says he
could get in trouble. Is Carlos's friend right?
A) Yes — criticising government can be illegal
B) No — Australians have freedom of speech to express political opinions, including criticism of government
C) Yes — only permanent residents must be careful about criticising government
D) It depends on whether the newspaper publishes it
Correct Answer: B | Freedom of speech in Australia explicitly protects political speech, including criticism of
government. This is an implied right in the Constitution and a core demacratic value. There is no restriction on

Carlos writing to a newspaper. All other options are incorrect — particularly A and C, which are traps suggesting
legal risk for lawful political expression.

|Q4 (Rule of law — cultural exception)

In his home country, Ahmed was accustomed to resolving disputes within his community council rather
than through courts. In Australia, Ahmed should:
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A) Continue to use community councils — they are more effective
B) Use Australian courts and legal institutions to resolve disputes that are not resolved informally
C) Avoid any contact with Australian courts
D) Ask the Department of Home Affairs for guidance on each dispute
Correct Answer: B | The rule of law means disputes are resolved through Australia's legal institutions, not

parallel community structures. Community mediation is fine for minor matters, but Australian courts have

jurisdiction. Option A bypasses the legal system. C is avoidance. D is incorrect process. B correctly describes
the Australian approach.

|Q5 (Compulsory voting)

Li has just become an Australian citizen. She says she will not vote in the upcoming election because
she is not interested in politics. What should you tell her?

A) That is fine — voting is a personal choice in Australia

B) She should try to be interested for next time

C) Voting is compulsory for Australian citizens aged 18 and over — she must enrol and vote or face a fine
D) She only has to vote in state elections, not federal ones

Correct Answer: C | Voting is compulsory for all enrolled Australian citizens aged 18+. This applies to both
federal and state elections in most jurisdictions. Failure to vote without a valid reason results in a fine. There is
no personal-choice exemption. Option D is factually wrong. Option A is the most common wrong answer.

|Q6 (Equality before the law)

A wealthy businessperson is charged with fraud. Their lawyer argues the case should be dropped
because the person has donated significantly to local charities and is highly respected. Should the court
accept this argument?
A) Yes — community contributions should be considered
B) No — the rule of law means everyone is equal before the law regardless of wealth or status
C) The judge can use discretion to consider charitable work
D) Yes — the person's good reputation is relevant to the charge
Correct Answer: B | The rule of law explicitly means that wealth, status, and reputation do not alter a
person's legal obligations or accountability. While a judge may consider character in sentencing after conviction,

it cannot be used to avoid prosecution. This question specifically asks whether the case 'should be dropped' —
the answer is no. B is the only answer that correctly reflects the rule of law principle.

|Q7 (Domestic situation — gender equality)

Sofia tells you her husband controls all the household money and will not allow her to work. She has
asked for your advice. The most appropriate Australian response is:

A) Respect her husband's wishes — it is their private arrangement

B) Advise her this is a private family matter she must resolve within her community

C) Advise her that women have the legal right to work and manage their own finances, and services exist to
help if she needs them

D) Tell her to discuss it with her husband more calmly

Correct Answer: C | Women's equality in employment and financial independence is protected by Australian
law. An arrangement where a spouse controls all finances and prohibits work may constitute financial abuse.

The correct response acknowledges Sofia's legal rights and points to available support — not to cultural
deference (A, B) or conflict minimisation (D).
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|Q8 (Protest and democratic participation)

A group of Australians disagrees with a new law. What is the most appropriate thing for them to do?
A) Organise a violent demonstration to make their voices heard
B) Leave Australia if they disagree with Australian law

C) Use lawful means: peaceful protest, contacting their elected representative, writing to media, seeking legal
review

D) Ignore the law until it is changed
Correct Answer: C | Democratic participation in Australia includes peaceful protest, engaging elected
representatives, public debate, and legal challenge. Violence (A) and lawbreaking (D) are not acceptable.

Leaving the country (B) is not the required response to political disagreement. Only C correctly channels
legitimate democratic dissent through lawful means.

|Q9 (LGBTQ+ equality)
A same-sex couple asks about their rights in Australia. The correct statement is:
A) Same-sex relationships are tolerated but not legally recognised
B) Same-sex couples have the same legal rights as opposite-sex couples, including the right to marry
C) Same-sex couples may cohabit but cannot legally marry
D) Rights depend on the state you live in
Correct Answer: B | Marriage equality was legislated in Australia in December 2017. Same-sex couples

have the same legal rights as opposite-sex couples across all states and territories under federal law. Option A

understates the law. Option C is factually wrong (outdated). Option D was once partly true but is no longer —
federal law applies uniformly. B is correct.

|Q10 (Offensive speech vs unlawful speech)

Pedro shares a social media post mocking a racial group. His colleague says this may be unlawful. Is
the colleague correct?
A) No — freedom of speech allows Australians to say anything

B) Yes — the Racial Hatred Act 1995 makes it unlawful to do acts likely to offend, insult, humiliate or
intimidate people based on race or ethnicity
C) Only if Pedro is a public figure

D) Only if the racial group files a formal complaint first

Correct Answer: B | Freedom of speech is not absolute. The Racial Hatred Act 1995 (Cth) makes racial
vilification unlawful. This applies to social media posts. The colleague is correct. Option A is the most common

wrong answer — it overstates the scope of free speech. Options C and D introduce false conditions. B is
correct.
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cHAPTER 4 | AUSTRALIA'S HISTORY — SIMPLIFIED FOR THE EXAM

History questions make up a significant portion of the citizenship test. The key is not to memorise every
event in Australian history — it is to understand the key milestones, key dates, and their significance.
This chapter covers exactly what the test covers, in the order the test expects you to know it.

Timeline of Key Events

Date / Period Event & Significance

50,000+ years Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples inhabit Australia — the
ago world's oldest living cultures
1770 Captain James Cook charts the east coast of Australia and claims it for

Great Britain

1788 The First Fleet arrives at Port Jackson (Sydney). The British penal
colony is established on 26 January.

1790s-1800s Growth of colonial settlements; free settlers arrive; displacement and
hardship for Indigenous peoples

1851 Gold rush begins in Victoria and New South Wales — transforms
Australia's economy and population

1901 Federation: the six colonies unite to form the Commonwealth of Australia
on 1 January 1901

1914-1918 World War | — Australian and New Zealand troops (ANZAC) serve with
distinction. ANZAC Day: 25 April

1927 Australia's capital Canberra becomes the seat of federal government,
replacing Melbourne

1939-1945 World War || — Australia defends against Japanese advance. Significant
loss of life and national sacrifice

1948 Australian Citizenship Act — for the first time, 'Australian citizen'
becomes a legal status

1967 Referendum — Aboriginal Australians included in the census and
Commonwealth laws; major milestone
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1973 White Australia Policy formally dismantled — marks the start of modern
multicultural Australia

1986 Australia Act 1986 — severs remaining constitutional ties with the UK
Parliament
1992 Mabo Case — High Court recognises Native Title for the first time;

landmark for Indigenous rights

2000 Sydney Olympics — Australia showcases itself to the world; Cathy
Freeman lights the torch

2008 Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivers the National Apology to the Stolen
Generations
Today Australia is a prosperous, diverse, democratic nation of 26+ million

people with a strong multicultural identity

Indigenous Australians — What the Test Expects You to Know

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the Traditional Custodians of the land now known as
Australia. Their cultures, languages, and connection to the land predate European settlement by tens of
thousands of years, making them the world's oldest continuous civilisations.

The test covers:
* The diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures (hundreds of distinct language
groups existed before colonisation)

» The significance of 'Country' — the deep spiritual and cultural connection of First Peoples to
specific lands

* The 1967 Referendum — a watershed moment when Australians voted (with a 90.77% 'Yes'
vote) to amend the Constitution to include Aboriginal Australians in the census and allow the
Federal Government to make laws affecting them

* The Mabo decision (1992) and Native Title — recognising that Aboriginal land rights were not
extinguished by colonisation

* National Sorry Day (26 May) and the National Apology (2008)
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Federation — The Birth of Modern Australia

On 1 January 1901, the six British colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia,
Western Australia, and Tasmania united to form the Commonwealth of Australia. This is one of the
most important facts for the exam.

Key facts about Federation:

» Australia became a federation — a group of states united under a central government
* The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (UK) established the framework
* The Australian Constitution divides powers between the federal and state governments

» The Commonwealth Star on the Australian flag has six points for the six states, plus a seventh
point for the territories
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cHAPTER 5 | GOVERNMENT & LAW IN AUSTRALIA

Questions about government and law are among the most predictable in the test. The same core
concepts appear repeatedly: the three levels of government, the separation of powers, the role of the
Crown, and the distinction between federal and state responsibilities. Master these, and you will score
well on this entire section.

Australia's Democratic System

Australia is a constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary democracy. This means:
+ The King of Australia (King Charles Il as of 2026) is the head of state, represented in Australia
by the Governor-General at the federal level and by Governors at the state level

» The Prime Minister, as leader of the party or coalition with a majority in the House of
Representatives, is the head of government and the most powerful political figure

» Parliament is the supreme law-making body

+ Citizens elect representatives to Parliament — federal elections must be held at least every
three years

» Voting is compulsory for all Australian citizens aged 18 and over

Three Levels of Government

Federal (Commonwealth) State / Territory Local (Council)
Defence, immigration, foreign  Education, hospitals, roads, Local roads, footpaths, waste
affairs, taxation, social police, public transport, collection, local parks,
security, Medicare, currency, emergency services, land building approvals, local
trade, Centrelink management libraries

Federal Parliament Structure

The Australian Federal Parliament consists of three components:

» The King (represented by the Governor-General)

* The Senate — the upper house. 76 Senators (12 per state, 2 each for ACT and NT). Senators
serve 6-year terms.

* The House of Representatives — the lower house. 151 members. The government is formed
here. Members serve up to 3 years.

For a bill to become law, it must pass both the Senate and the House of Representatives, then receive
Royal Assent from the Governor-General on behalf of the King.
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Key Roles — Who Does What?

Governor-General Represents the King; formally appoints the Prime Minister;
signs bills into law; ceremonial head of state functions

Prime Minister Head of Government; leads the Cabinet; commands the
majority in the House of Representatives

Cabinet Senior ministers who together make key government
decisions; led by Prime Minister

State Governor Represents the King at the state level; equivalent role to
Governor-General for that state

Premier / Chief Minister Head of state/territory government; equivalent to Prime
Minister at state/territory level

Mayor / Councillor Elected local government representative; handles local issues
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cHAPTER 6 | AUSTRALIA'S PEOPLE, CULTURE & SOCIETY

Australia's culture is one of its greatest strengths — and one of the most misunderstood aspects of the
citizenship test. The test does not simply ask factual questions about culture; it tests whether you
understand what Australia's cultural values mean for everyday life.

Multiculturalism — Australia's Defining Social Policy

Australia is one of the world's most successfully multicultural nations. More than 27% of the population
was born overseas, and Australians speak over 300 languages at home. The official policy of
multiculturalism means the government actively supports cultural diversity as a social asset — not a
challenge to manage.

What the test expects you to know:

* Multiculturalism is official Australian government policy
» All Australians regardless of background are entitled to equal treatment under the law
« Cultural diversity is celebrated — but within the framework of Australian law and values

» No cultural practice that violates Australian law (e.g., practices affecting equality) is protected by
multiculturalism

Indigenous Culture — Australia's Oldest Heritage

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures are the world's oldest living cultures. They encompass
hundreds of distinct language groups, oral traditions, art forms, and deep connections to Country (land,
water, sky).

* The didgeridoo, dot art, and Dreamtime stories are globally recognised cultural contributions

» The Aboriginal flag (red, black, yellow circle) is an official Australian flag

» The Torres Strait Islander flag is also an official Australian flag

» Reconciliation is an ongoing process — the journey toward a shared future between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Australians

Australian Lifestyle and Social Norms

The test occasionally includes questions about everyday Australian life. Key points:

+ Mateship — the Australian ethic of mutual support, loyalty, and looking out for one another

» A 'fair go' — the belief that everyone deserves an equal chance regardless of background

* Sport is deeply embedded in Australian culture — cricket, football (AFL/NRL), swimming, tennis
» The outdoor lifestyle — beaches, national parks, and outdoor dining are central to Australian life

* Volunteering is widespread — many Australians volunteer in emergency services, sports clubs,
and community organisations
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cHAPTER 7 | NATIONAL SYMBOLS & IDENTITY

Questions about national symbols are among the most straightforward in the test — if you know them.
They are also easy to lose marks on if you confuse details. Learn these cold.

The Australian Flag
The Australian National Flag consists of three elements:

Element Meaning

Union Jack (top left) Represents Australia's historical links to Great Britain

Commonwealth Star Six points for the six states; seventh point for the territories
(bottom left, 7 points)

Southern Cross (right A constellation visible from the Southern Hemisphere —
side) represents Australia's geographic location

The National Anthem — Advance Australia Fair

'Advance Australia Fair' is Australia's national anthem. The first verse is the most commonly sung. As of
2021, the second line of the anthem was changed from ‘for we are young and free' to 'for we are one
and free' — to acknowledge Australia's long Indigenous history.

Coat of Arms

The Commonwealth Coat of Arms features:

» A golden kangaroo (right side) and an emu (left side) — both supporting a shield
* The shield shows the badges of the six states

* The kangaroo and emu were chosen because neither can easily walk backwards — symbolising
forward progress

+ A 7-pointed Commonwealth Star above the shield; a wreath of wattle (gold and green) below

National Colours, Gemstone, and Floral Emblem

National Colours Green and Gold
National Gemstone Opal
Floral Emblem Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
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National Day Australia Day — 26 January
ANZAC Day 25 April — commemorates Australian and New Zealand forces
Remembrance Day 11 November — end of WWI in 1918
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cHAPTER 8 | GEOGRAPHY & ECONOMY — QUICK MASTERY

Geography and economy questions are typically the most straightforward in the test. They reward
applicants who have spent time in Australia and have a practical knowledge of the country. If not, this
chapter covers everything you need.

States, Territories & Capitals

State / Territory Capital City

New South Wales (NSW) Sydney

Victoria (VIC) Melbourne

Queensland (QLD) Brisbane

South Australia (SA) Adelaide

Western Australia (WA) Perth

Tasmania (TAS) Hobart

Australian Capital Territory (ACT) Canberra — also the national capital
Northern Territory (NT) Darwin

Key Geographic Facts

» Australia is the world's sixth largest country by area (7.69 million km2)
» Australia is both a continent and a country
» Population:; approximately 26 million people

» The outback (arid interior) covers much of Australia — most population is concentrated along
the coast

* Uluru (Ayers Rock) in the Northern Territory is a sacred site for the Anangu people
* The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest coral reef system, located off the Queensland coast
* The Murray-Darling River system is the most important inland water system in Australia

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com Page 27



AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

Economy

Australia has one of the world's largest and most stable economies. Key facts:

Major exports: iron ore, coal, natural gas, gold, beef, wheat, wool, education services, tourism
Australia is the world's leading exporter of iron ore

Mining, agriculture, and services are the three pillars of the economy

The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) manages monetary policy and sets interest rates

The currency is the Australian dollar (AUD)

Australia is a founding member of APEC and the G20
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cHAPTER 9 | 200 PRACTICE QUESTIONS — CORE EXAM BANK

This chapter contains 200 practice questions across all test categories. Each question includes 4
options, the correct answer, and a clear explanation. Questions are grouped by topic, then followed
by 5 full mock tests of 20 questions each.

Section A: Australian Values Questions (Q1-Q40)

Answer Explanation

Q1 C — What is the most fundamental principle of The rule of law — that everyone including
Australian democracy? government must obey the law — is the
foundation of Australian democracy.

Q2 B — In Australia, freedom of religion means: Freedom of religion is absolute — any faith or
no faith, as long as practices comply with
Australian law.

Q3 C —Whatis a 'fair go'in Australian culture? A ‘'fair go' is the Australian ethos that everyone
deserves an equal opportunity regardless of
origin, religion, or background.

Q4 B — A man who believes women should not Australians may hold personal views but must

work outside the home applies for citizenship. comply with law — and equality of men and
How does Australian law view this? women is protected by law.

Q5 C — Under Australia's democratic system, who Only citizens aged 18+ have the right — and

has the right to vote? obligation — to vote in Australian elections.

Q6 B —In Australia, the right to free speech means  Free speech in Australia is robust but not

you can: absolute — laws against defamation, hate
speech, and incitement apply.

Q7 C — A community group wants to ban people of Discrimination based on religion is illegal in

a different religion from their neighbourhood. Australia. Freedom of religion protects all
This would be: people's right to live without religious
discrimination.

Q8 B — Voting in Australian federal elections is: Voting is compulsory for all citizens 18+.
Failure to vote without valid excuse may result
in a fine.

Q9 C — Which of the following best describes the Mutual respect means every person —

Australian value of 'mutual respect'? regardless of race, religion, gender, or
background — is treated with dignity.

Q10 B — In Australia, the presumption of innocence Presumption of innocence is a cornerstone of

means:
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Q11

Q12

Q13

Q14

Q15

Q16

Q17

Q18

Q19

Q20

Q21

Q22

C — A citizen who disagrees with a new law
should:

C — In Australia, equality of men and women
applies to:

C — Freedom of expression in Australia
protects:

C — In Australia, can one political party be
banned from participating in elections?

C — Which of the following actions demonstrates
Australian values?

B — What does Australia's multicultural policy
mean in practice?

C — In Australia, is it acceptable for an employer
to pay women less than men for the same work?

B — The right to a fair trial in Australia means:

C — Which institution is responsible for
interpreting the Australian Constitution?

B — In Australia, a person who follows Islam is:

B — What is the significance of ANZAC Day on
25 April?

C — The Commonwealth Star on the Australian
flag has:

Democratic participation is the correct way to
challenge laws — through voting, peaceful
protest, and engaging elected representatives.

Gender equality in Australia is comprehensive
— it applies across all domains, public and
private.

Expression is free within legal boundaries —
defamation law, harassment law, and public
order laws still apply.

Political freedom is constitutionally protected.
Political parties cannot easily be banned
except in extreme circumstances involving
security.

Equal treatment regardless of background is
the core of Australian values — respect,
tolerance, and equal dignity.

Multiculturalism means diversity is an asset —
cultures coexist within the unifying framework
of Australian law and democratic values.

Equal pay for equal work is a legal requirement
in Australia. Gender-based pay discrimination
is unlawful.

Fair trial rights include legal representation,
impartial judge, and the right to present a
defence.

The High Court is Australia's highest court and
the final arbiter of constitutional interpretation.

Freedom of religion means all faiths are
equally protected and entitled to the same
rights.

ANZAC Day commemorates the ANZAC
landing at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 and
honours all Australians who served in war.

The Commonwealth Star (Federation Star) has
7 points — 6 for the six states and 1 for the
territories.
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Q23

Q24

Q25

Q26

Q27

Q28

Q29

Q30

Q31

Q32

Q33

Q34

B — Australia became a federation on:

C — Who is Australia's head of state?

B — How many states does Australia have?

C — What is the capital city of Australia?

C — Australia's national floral emblem is:

B — The Mabo Case (1992) was significant

because:

C — In Australia, the Senate is:

C — What does the kangaroo and emu on the

Australian Coat of Arms symbolise?

D — Which level of government is responsible

for hospitals and health?

B — National Sorry Day on 26 May
commemorates:

B — What is the Governor-General's role?

B — Australia Day is celebrated on:

Federation occurred on 1 January 1901 when
the six colonies united as the Commonwealth
of Australia.

The King of Australia is the head of state. The
Governor-General represents the King in
Australia.

Australia has 6 states: NSW, Victoria,
Queensland, South Australia, Western
Australia, and Tasmania.

Canberra is the capital of Australia, chosen as
a compromise between Sydney and Melbourne
when Federation occurred.

Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha) is the
national floral emblem. Wattle Day is 1
September.

Mabo overturned the doctrine of terra nullius
and recognised that Aboriginal peoples had
rights to land before colonisation.

The Senate is the upper house with 76
senators — 12 per state and 2 each for the
ACT and NT.

Both animals are typically unable to walk
backwards — symbolising that Australia moves
forward.

Health is primarily a state responsibility, but the
federal government funds much of it through
Medicare and other programs — it's genuinely
shared.

National Sorry Day acknowledges the Stolen
Generations — Aboriginal children forcibly
removed from families under government

policy.

The Governor-General is the King's
representative and performs formal
constitutional roles including swearing in the
PM and signing legislation.

Australia Day is 26 January — marking the
date the First Fleet arrived at Port Jackson in
1788.
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Q35 C — Which of the following is Australia's most The Murray-Darling is Australia's most
important river system? significant inland waterway and is critical for
agriculture and water supply.

Q36 C — For a hill to become Australian law, it must: All three elements are required: both houses
and Royal Assent from the Governor-General.

Q37 B — The 1967 Referendum was a turning point The 1967 Referendum passed with over 90%
because: support and was a landmark moment for
Indigenous rights.

Q38 B — Australia is described as a constitutional In a constitutional monarchy, the monarch's
monarchy because: role is defined and limited by the Constitution
— real power lies with elected Parliament.

Q39 C — Which country was Australia previously Australia was colonised by Great Britain — the
colonised by? First Fleet arrived in 1788 and established the
first British colony.

Q40 B — What do the colours of the Australian flag The Australian flag uses the Union Jack's
represent? colours but they do not have specific assigned
meanings for Australia’s flag itself.
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Section B—-F: Full Practice Questions Q41-0Q200 (with
Explanations)

The following pages present all 200 practice questions in full — question, four options, correct answer,
and explanation. Grouped by topic section and four full mock tests of 20 questions each.

Q41. Who were the first people to inhabit Australia?
A) Dutch explorers in the 1600s

B) British settlers in 1788
C) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples over 50,000 years ago
D) Chinese traders in the 15th century

Answer: C Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the original inhabitants — their cultures are
among the world's oldest.

Q42. Captain James Cook claimed the east coast of Australia for Britain in:
A) 1788

B) 1770
C) 1780
D) 1760

Answer: B Cook charted the east coast in 1770 and claimed it for Britain, naming it New South Wales.

Q43. The First Fleet arrived at Port Jackson in:
A) 1770

B) 1782
C) 1788
D) 1800

Answer: C The First Fleet, led by Captain Arthur Phillip, arrived on 26 January 1788 — the origin of Australia
Day.

Q44. Why was the colony at Sydney Cove initially established?
A) As a trading post for the East India Company

B) As a penal colony for British convicts
C) As a military base against French expansion
D) To mine gold discovered on the east coast

Answer: B The British established Australia's first colony as a penal settlement to relieve overcrowded British
prisons.
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Q45. The Gold Rush of the 1850s occurred primarily in:

A) Queensland and Western Australia

B) New South Wales and Victoria

C) South Australia and Tasmania

D) The Northern Territory

Answer: B The 1851 gold rush began in Victoria (Ballarat and Bendigo) and NSW — transforming population
and economic development.

Q46. What happened at the Eureka Stockade in 18547
A) Aboriginal leaders met British colonists for the first treaty talks

B) Gold miners rebelled against colonial authorities over license fees — a milestone for workers' rights
C) The First Parliament of Australia was convened
D) The first railway was built in Victoria

Answer: B The Eureka Stockade is considered a foundational event for Australian democracy and workers'
rights.

Q47. In which year did Australia become a federation?
A) 1788

B) 1891
C) 1901
D) 1927

Answer: C 1 January 1901 — the Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed.

Q48. What happened on 25 April 19157

A) Australia declared independence from Britain

B) Australian and New Zealand troops landed at Gallipoli, Turkey
C) Australia signed an armistice ending WWI

D) The ANZAC Day legislation was passed

Answer: B ANZAC troops landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 in a major campaign of WWI| — ANZAC Day
now commemorates this date.

Q49. When did the White Australia Policy effectively end?
A) 1948

B) 1960
C) 1973
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D) 1986

Answer: C The Whitlam Government formally dismantled the White Australia Policy in 1973, opening the path
to modern multicultural Australia.

Q50. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivered the National Apology to the Stolen Generations in:
A) 2000

B) 2005
C) 2008
D) 2010

Answer: C Kevin Rudd delivered the National Apology on 13 February 2008 in the Australian Parliament.

Q51. The Stolen Generations refers to:
A) Immigrants who came to Australia illegally in the 1970s

B) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children forcibly removed from their families under government
policy

C) Workers who were exploited during the Gold Rush

D) Children separated from their parents during WWII

Answer: B The Stolen Generations were Aboriginal children removed from families from approximately the
1910s through to the 1970s.

Q52. What does 'terra nullius' mean and why is it historically significant?
A) Latin for 'great land' — used to describe Australia's size

B) The legal fiction that Australia was uninhabited before British colonisation — overturned by the Mabo
case

C) An early Aboriginal land management system
D) The original name given to Australia by its first British colonists

Answer: B Terra nullius was the false doctrine that Australia had no legal owners before colonisation. Mabo
(1992) overturned it.

Q53. Australia's capital city, Canberra, was chosen because:

A) It had the largest population of any Australian city at Federation

B) It was a compromise between Sydney and Melbourne, who both wanted the capital
C) It was the most centrally located city in Australia

D) British authorities selected it as a suitable port city

Answer: B Sydney and Melbourne both wanted to be capital — Canberra was chosen as neutral ground
between them.
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Q54. What was the significance of the Australia Act 19867
A) It created the Australian Republic

B) It established the Australian Constitution
C) It severed the last formal constitutional links between Australia and the UK Parliament
D) It granted full citizenship rights to Aboriginal Australians

Answer: C The Australia Act 1986 ended remaining British parliamentary authority over Australia, completing
full legislative independence.

Q55. Which sporting moment is often cited as defining Australian national pride at the 2000
Sydney Olympics?

A) The Australian swimming team's relay gold medal

B) Aboriginal athlete Cathy Freeman lighting the Olympic torch and winning the 400m
C) Australia finishing third in the overall medal tally

D) The opening ceremony featuring a didgeridoo performance

Answer: B Cathy Freeman's gold medal in the 400m and her role carrying the torch was a profound moment
of national unity and Indigenous pride.

Q56. How many people were on the First Fleet?

A) Approximately 100 people

B) Approximately 500 people

C) Approximately 1,000 people — including convicts, marines, and sailors
D) Approximately 5,000 people

Answer: C The First Fleet carried approximately 1,000 people — around 750 convicts plus marines, officers,
and their families.

Q57. Which Australian Prime Minister was lost at sea?
A) Robert Menzies

B) Harold Holt
C) John Curtin
D) Bob Hawke

Answer: B Prime Minister Harold Holt disappeared while swimming at Cheviot Beach, Victoria on 17
December 1967 and was never found.

Q58. The White Australia Policy was primarily designed to:
A) Protect Aboriginal Australians from displacement

B) Restrict non-European immigration to Australia
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C) Standardise education across states
D) Regulate wages for all workers

Answer: B The Immigration Restriction Act 1901 (White Australia Policy) restricted non-European immigration
— enforced largely through the dictation test.

Q59. What is the Kokoda Track's historical significance?
A) It was the route taken by the First Fleet to reach Port Jackson

B) It was an iconic WWII campaign where Australian troops halted Japanese advance through Papua New
Guinea

C) It was the trade route used by early gold miners in Victoria
D) It was the path used by early European explorers across the Australian outback

Answer: B The Kokoda campaign of 1942 is a major chapter in Australian military history — Australian and
Papuan forces stopped Japanese forces.

Q60. When was the Australian Citizenship Act first passed, creating the status of 'Australian
citizen'?

A) 1901

B) 1921

C) 1948

D) 1967

Answer: C The Australian Citizenship Act 1948 created 'Australian citizen' as a distinct legal status for the first
time.

Q61. How often must federal elections be held in Australia at minimum?
A) Every 2 years
B) Every 3 years
C) Every 4 years
D) Every 5 years

Answer: B Federal elections must occur at least every three years — though the Prime Minister can call early
elections.

Q62. What is the role of the Senate?
A) The Senate forms the government and selects the Prime Minister

B) The Senate is the upper house that reviews legislation passed by the House of Representatives
C) The Senate controls the federal budget exclusively

D) The Senate represents states only — territories have no senators
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Answer: B The Senate is often called the 'house of review' — it scrutinises and can amend or block
legislation.

Q63. Which court is the highest court in Australia?
A) The Federal Court of Australia

B) The Supreme Court of each state
C) The High Court of Australia
D) The International Court of Justice

Answer: C The High Court is Australia's highest court — it hears appeals and determines constitutional
questions.

Q64. The Prime Minister is formally appointed by:

A) The Australian people in a direct election
B) The Senate

C) The Governor-General

D) The King of Australia

Answer: C The Governor-General formally appoints the PM — in practice, the PM is the leader of the party
with a majority in the House of Reps.

Q65. Local councils are responsible for:

A) Defence and national security
B) Immigration and border control
C) Local roads, waste collection, parks, and building approvals
D) Medicare and public hospitals

Answer: C Local government handles community-level services — roads, rubbish, parks, and local planning.

Q66. What is a 'double dissolution' election?
A) When both the PM and Deputy PM resign simultaneously

B) When both the Senate and the House of Representatives are dissolved and all seats go to election
C) When a state government is dissolved by the federal government
D) An election held twice in the same year due to a tied result

Answer: B A double dissolution is a constitutional mechanism to resolve deadlocks — all senators (not just
half) face election.

Q67. The Australian Constitution can only be changed by:
A) A vote of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
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B) A referendum requiring a double majority — national majority plus majorities in at least four states
C) An act of Parliament approved by both houses

D) A decision of the High Court

Answer: B Constitutional change requires a referendum with a national majority AND majorities in at least 4
of the 6 states.

Q68. What does 'separation of powers' mean in the Australian system?

A) States are separate from the federal government

B) The legislative, executive, and judicial powers are held by separate branches
C) Indigenous law is separate from Australian law

D) Church and state are kept completely separate in Australia

Answer: B Separation of powers means the three branches (Parliament/Executive/Courts) operate
independently to prevent abuses of power.

Q69. Federal Parliament is located in:
A) Sydney

B) Melbourne

C) Canberra

D) Brisbane

Answer: C The Australian Parliament House is in Canberra, the national capital, as established when the
capital moved from Melbourne in 1927.

Q70. If someone is charged with a crime in Australia, who determines their guilt?

A) The police who arrested them

B) The government minister responsible for law enforcement
C) An independent court applying the law impartially

D) A majority vote of local citizens

Answer: C Under the rule of law and the presumption of innocence, only an independent court can determine
guilt.

Q71. How many senators represent each Australian state?
A) 6

B) 8

C) 10

D) 12

Answer: D Each of the 6 states elects 12 senators (half at each half-Senate election). Territories elect 2 each.
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Q72. What is the main role of the House of Representatives?
A) To represent states equally

B) To form the government and pass legislation — the government is formed in the lower house
C) To review the work of the Senate
D) To advise the Governor-General

Answer: B The House of Representatives is the lower house where the government is formed and where
legislation usually begins.

Q73. A Premier leads the government at which level?
A) Federal

B) State
C) Local
D) Territorial

Answer: B The head of a state government is called a Premier. Territory leaders are called Chief Ministers.

Q74. Which federal department is responsible for immigration?
A) Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

B) Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet
C) Department of Home Affairs
D) Department of Social Services

Answer: C The Department of Home Affairs administers immigration, citizenship, border protection, and
national security policy.

Q75. What is a 'hung parliament'?

A) A parliament where the PM has resigned but not been replaced
B) A situation where no party has a clear majority in the lower house
C) A parliament that has been suspended by the Governor-General
D) An election result that is disputed and taken to court

Answer: B A hung parliament occurs when no single party or coalition wins a clear majority — government
requires support of independents or minor parties.

Q76. Citizens' rights in Australia are primarily protected by:
A) The Australian Bill of Rights

B) Common law, the Constitution, and federal and state legislation

C) The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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D) The Governor-General's annual proclamation

Answer: B Australia does not have a single bill of rights — protection comes from a combination of
constitutional provisions, common law, and legislation.

Q77. What is the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC)?
A) The body that appoints members of parliament

B) The independent body responsible for conducting federal elections and referendums
C) A committee that reviews electoral laws
D) The bureau that counts immigration statistics

Answer: B The AEC administers federal elections, referendums, and enforces electoral laws —
independently of government.

Q78. Which type of government does Australia have?
A) A presidential republic

B) A parliamentary constitutional monarchy
C) A direct democracy
D) A socialist democracy

Answer: B Australia is a parliamentary constitutional monarchy — parliament is supreme, and the King is
head of state.

Q79. The principle of 'responsible government' in Australia means:

A) The Governor-General is responsible for day-to-day governance

B) The government (Prime Minister and Cabinet) must maintain the confidence of the lower house to stay in
power

C) Citizens are responsible for obeying the law
D) The courts are responsible for ensuring ethical government

Answer: B Responsible government means the executive must be accountable to — and have the support of
— the elected Parliament.

Q80. Federal government responsibilities include all of the following EXCEPT:
A) National defence

B) Immigration
C) Primary school education
D) Taxation

Answer: C Primary and secondary education is a state/territory responsibility. Defence, immigration, and
taxation are federal.
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Q81. Australia's national anthem is:
A) Waltzing Matilda

B) Advance Australia Fair
C) God Save the King
D) The Land Down Under

Answer: B 'Advance Australia Fair' is the national anthem. It replaced '‘God Save the Queen' as the national
anthem in 1984.

Q82. What change was made to the Australian national anthem in 20217
A) The anthem was translated into all Indigenous languages

B) A second verse was added celebrating multiculturalism
C) 'For we are young and free' was changed to 'for we are one and free'
D) The tempo was officially changed to be slower

Answer: C The 2021 change acknowledged Australia's long Indigenous history — 'young' was replaced with
‘one’ to reflect unity and ancient heritage.

Q83. Australia's national gemstone is:
A) Diamond

B) Sapphire
C) Emerald
D) Opal

Answer: D The opal is Australia's national gemstone — Australia produces over 90% of the world's opals.

Q84. ANZAC Day services typically include:
A) Fireworks at midnight

B) A dawn service, march, and moment of silence
C) A national public holiday exclusively for veterans
D) A cricket match between Australia and New Zealand

Answer: B ANZAC Day is marked by dawn services (reflecting the time of the Gallipoli landing), marches, and
commemorative moments of silence.

Q85. The Southern Cross on the Australian flag:

A) Represents the five states of mainland Australia
B) Is a constellation visible from the Southern Hemisphere and represents Australia's location

C) Was added to honour the Indigenous peoples
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D) Represents Australia's gold rush history

Answer: B The Southern Cross (Crux) is a constellation of five stars visible from the Southern Hemisphere —
symbolising Australia's geography.

Q86. Reconciliation in Australia refers to:
A) The process of balancing the federal budget

B) The process of settling land disputes between states

C) The ongoing relationship-building between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other
Australians

D) The formal apology Australia made to Britain for its independence

Answer: C Reconciliation is about building respectful relationships and working toward a shared future
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.

Q87. Wattle Day is celebrated on:
A) 26 January

B) 25 April
C) 1 September
D) 1 November

Answer: C Wattle Day is 1 September — the beginning of spring in Australia, when Golden Wattle blooms.

Q88. The Uluru Statement from the Heart (2017) called for:

A) Aboriginal Australians to be granted separate passports

B) A First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution, followed by a Makarrata Commission for treaty-
making and truth-telling

C) Land rights to be returned to all Aboriginal communities by 2025
D) A national referendum to remove the British monarchy

Answer: B The Uluru Statement from the Heart is a landmark document calling for Constitutional recognition
through a Voice to Parliament.

Q89. What does 'mateship' mean in Australian culture?
A) A formal business partnership

B) The cultural value of loyalty, mutual support, and looking out for one another
C) A legal requirement for neighbours to help each other
D) The sport of having a mate for every outdoor activity

Answer: B Mateship is one of Australia's defining cultural values — loyalty, solidarity, and genuine concern
for others.
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Q90. Remembrance Day on 11 November marks:
A) The anniversary of Federation

B) The end of World War | in 1918 — the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month
C) The ANZAC landing at Gallipoli
D) The National Apology to the Stolen Generations

Answer: B Remembrance Day marks the armistice that ended WW!I at 11am on 11 November 1918.

Q91. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags are:
A) State-based flags with no official national status

B) Official Australian flags under the Flags Act 1953
C) Unofficial cultural symbols not recognised by the federal government
D) Ceremonial flags used only at cultural events

Answer: B Both flags were declared official flags of Australia under the Flags Act 1953 (by proclamation),
giving them equal national status.

Q92. Australia is known globally for which of the following cultural exports?
A) Sumo wrestling

B) Martial arts cinema
C) Indigenous art, surf culture, and sporting excellence
D) Classical music tradition

Answer: C Aboriginal art, surf culture, and sport (cricket, tennis, swimming) are among Australia's most
globally recognised cultural contributions.

Q93. What percentage of Australians were born overseas?
A) About 10%

B) About 17%
C) Over 27%
D) About 35%

Answer: C Over 27% of Australians were born overseas — one of the highest rates among developed
nations, reflecting successful multiculturalism.

Q94. Volunteering in Australia:

A) Is required by law for all residents

B) Is widely practised — many Australians volunteer in sport, emergency services, and community
organisations

C) Is declining and now only practiced by retirees
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D) Is only permitted through registered government organisations

Answer: B Volunteering is a strong part of Australian culture — the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and many
sporting clubs rely entirely on volunteers.

Q95. Which of the following sports is most strongly associated with Australian national
identity?

A) Soccer (football)
B) Cricket

C) Basketball

D) Golf

Answer: B Cricket has been central to Australian national identity since the colonial era — the Ashes series
against England is iconic.

Q96. What is 'Country' in the context of Aboriginal culture?
A) A reference to rural Australia as opposed to cities

B) The spiritual, cultural, and physical landscape to which Aboriginal peoples have a deep ancestral
connection

C) The territory governed by individual Aboriginal language groups under colonial law
D) A term used by early settlers to describe the Australian continent

Answer: B 'Country' in Aboriginal culture encompasses land, sky, water, and all living things — it is a spiritual
relationship, not just geography.

Q97. The national colour combination of green and gold is most prominently associated with:
A) The Australian Dollar

B) Australian sports teams in international competition
C) The Australian flag
D) The coat of arms

Answer: B Green and gold represent Australia in international sport — chosen to reflect the Golden Wattle
(gold petals, green leaves).

Q98. Invasion Day / Survival Day refers to:

A) An annual military exercise

B) An alternative commemorating date observed by some Aboriginal Australians on 26 January, marking the
beginning of colonisation

C) A public holiday for new immigrants

D) A historical re-enactment event
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Answer: B Many Aboriginal Australians and supporters observe 26 January as Invasion Day or Survival Day
— acknowledging the impact of colonisation.

Q99. NAIDOC Week celebrates:
A) New Australian immigrants arriving each year

B) The history, culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
C) National Awareness of Indigenous Diseases and Obesity in Communities
D) The establishment of native title in Australian law

Answer: B NAIDOC Week (held in July) celebrates the history, culture, and achievements of First Peoples —
it is @ major event in the Australian calendar.

Q100. The Great Barrier Reef is located off the coast of:
A) New South Wales

B) Western Australia
C) Queensland
D) Northern Territory

Answer: C The Great Barrier Reef runs along the Queensland coast — it is the world's largest coral reef
system and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Q101. Australiais the world's ____largest country by area.
A) Fourth

B) Fifth
C) Sixth
D) Seventh

Answer: C Australia is the world's sixth largest country by land area, covering approximately 7.69 million kmz.

Q102. What is the capital of Western Australia?

A) Fremantle
B) Broome
C) Perth

D) Albany

Answer: C Perth is the capital of Western Australia — it is the most isolated major city in the world.

Q103. Australia's currency is:
A) Australian Pound
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B) Australian Dollar

C) Pacific Dollar

D) Commonwealth Franc

Answer: B The Australian Dollar (AUD) has been Australia's currency since 1966, replacing the Australian
Pound.

Q104. The Reserve Bank of Australia is responsible for:

A) Collecting taxes from citizens

B) Managing monetary policy and setting the official cash rate (interest rate)
C) Regulating immigration into Australia

D) Managing Australia's foreign aid programs

Answer: B The RBA sets monetary policy — interest rates and money supply — to keep inflation and
employment stable.

Q105. Tasmania is separated from mainland Australia by:
A) Spencer Gulf

B) The Indian Ocean
C) Bass Strait
D) The Torres Strait

Answer: C Bass Strait separates Tasmania from the Australian mainland — approximately 240 km wide.

Q106. Which is Australia's most populous city?
A) Melbourne

B) Canberra
C) Sydney
D) Brisbane

Answer: C Sydney is Australia's largest city by population, though Melbourne is a close second and growing
rapidly.

Q107. What is the Torres Strait?

A) A mountain range in Queensland

B) The waterway separating mainland Australia from Papua New Guinea
C) A shipping lane off Western Australia

D) A river in the Northern Territory

Answer: B The Torres Strait separates Cape York Peninsula (QLD) from Papua New Guinea — it is the
territory of the Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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Q108. Australia's major export industries include:
A) Oil, automobiles, and electronics

B) Iron ore, coal, natural gas, and agricultural products
C) Textiles, pharmaceuticals, and software
D) Timber, fish, and ceramics

Answer: B Australia's economy is built on resources (iron ore, coal, LNG) and agriculture (beef, wheat, wool)
as primary exports.

Q109. Uluru is located in:
A) Western Australia

B) Queensland
C) South Australia
D) The Northern Territory

Answer: D Uluru is in the Northern Territory, near the centre of Australia. It is sacred to the Anangu people.

Q110. What is the approximate population of Australia?
A) About 10 million

B) About 16 million
C) About 26 million
D) About 35 million

Answer: C Australia's population is approximately 26 million as of 2026.

Q111. Darwin is the capital of:
A) Queensland

B) Western Australia
C) The Northern Territory
D) South Australia

Answer: C Darwin is the capital of the Northern Territory — Australia's northernmost capital city.

Q112. Hobart is the capital of:
A) South Australia

B) Victoria
C) New South Wales
D) Tasmania

Answer: D Hobart is the capital of Tasmania and one of Australia's oldest cities, established in 1804.
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Q113. What is Australia’'s most important natural waterway for inland agriculture?
A) The Yarra River

B) The Swan River
C) The Murray-Darling River system
D) The Snowy River

Answer: C The Murray-Darling supports vast agricultural areas across NSW, Victoria, Queensland, and South
Australia.

Q114. Australia is a member of which major Asia-Pacific economic forum?
A) ASEAN

B) APEC
C) EU
D) SAARC

Answer: B Australia is a founding member of APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation), a key regional
economic forum.

Q115. Which state produces the majority of Australia's wine?
A) New South Wales

B) Queensland
C) South Australia
D) Western Australia

Answer: C South Australia (Barossa Valley, Coonawarra, McLaren Vale) is Australia's most significant wine-
producing state.

Q116. The Outback refers to:

A) The northern coastline of Australia

B) The arid interior of Australia — the vast, sparsely populated interior
C) Any area outside a capital city

D) Protected national parks across Australia

Answer: B The Outback is the dry, remote interior — iconic in Australian culture but home to very few
permanent residents.

Q117. Australia's largest state by area is:
A) New South Wales

B) Queensland

C) Western Australia
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D) The Northern Territory

Answer: C Western Australia is Australia's largest state — covering approximately 2.5 million km2, or about a
third of the continent.

Q118. What percentage of Australia's land area is arid or semi-arid?
A) About 20%

B) About 40%
C) Over 70%
D) About 55%

Answer: C Over 70% of Australia is arid or semi-arid — making water management one of the country's major
challenges.

Q119. Which Australian city hosted the Summer Olympic Games?
A) Melbourne 1956 and Sydney 2000

B) Sydney 2000 only
C) Melbourne 1956 only
D) Brisbane 1990 and Sydney 2000

Answer: A Australia has hosted the Olympics twice — Melbourne in 1956 and Sydney in 2000. Brisbane will
host in 2032.

Q120. Australia's national airline is:
A) Virgin Australia

B) Jetstar

C) Qantas

D) Rex Airlines

Answer: C Qantas (Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial Services) is Australia's national and largest
airline, founded in 1920.

Mock Test 1: 20-Question Full Exam Simulation

Complete this mock test in 45 minutes — exam conditions. Check your answers at the end of the
section.

Q121. In Australia, a person has the right to a fair trial. This means:

A) Trials must always result in acquittal
B) Everyone is entitled to legal representation and to have their case heard by an impartial court

C) Police can decide the outcome without a court hearing
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D) The accuser always has the burden of proof reversed

Answer: B A fair trial ensures due process — independent courts, legal representation, and presumption of
innocence.

Q122. The southern cross has how many stars?
A4
B) 5
C)6
D) 7

Answer: B The Southern Cross (Crux) has five stars — four bright stars in a cross pattern and one smaller
fifth star.

Q123. When was the Australian Constitution written?
A) 1788

B) 1850
C) 1901
D) It was developed through conventions in the 1890s and enacted in 1901

Answer: D The Constitution was drafted through constitutional conventions in the 1890s and enacted by the
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (UK).

Q124. Who is responsible for foreign policy in Australia?

A) The state governments

B) The Federal Government — specifically the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
C) The Governor-General in consultation with state premiers

D) A joint committee of the Senate and House of Representatives

Answer: B Foreign policy is an exclusively federal responsibility — managed by DFAT under the direction of
the Foreign Minister.

Q125. Australia's welfare system is administered by:

A) Centrelink (Services Australia)
B) The Reserve Bank of Australia
C) State Health Departments

D) Local councils

Answer: A Services Australia (operating through Centrelink) delivers social security payments including
JobSeeker, Age Pension, and Family Tax Benefit.
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Q126. The Australian Constitution divides powers between:
A) The King and the Prime Minister

B) The federal government and state governments
C) The courts and the Parliament
D) Citizens and the Crown

Answer: B The Constitution allocates specific powers to the Commonwealth — remaining powers stay with
the states (residual powers).

Q127. In Australia, which of the following is NOT a democratic right?
A) The right to vote in federal elections

B) The right to stand for election to Parliament
C) The right to have your preferred candidate win every election
D) The right to join a political party

Answer: C Democracy guarantees participation rights — voting, standing, and joining parties. It does not
guarantee outcomes.

Q128. What is the 'Citizenship Pledge'?
A) A written exam taken before the citizenship test

B) A formal declaration made at a citizenship ceremony, committing to Australian values and loyalty
C) A document signed when applying for a passport
D) An annual renewal of citizenship commitment

Answer: B The citizenship pledge is made at the citizenship ceremony — it is the formal moment of becoming
an Australian citizen.

Q129. Australia's public healthcare system is called:
A) National Health Service

B) MediBank
C) Medicare
D) AusHealth

Answer: C Medicare is Australia's universal health insurance scheme — providing access to doctors,
hospitals, and prescriptions for all citizens and most residents.

Q130. What does ASIO stand for?

A) Australian Security and Intelligence Organisation
B) Australian States Information Office

C) Australian Security Investigation Office
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D) Asylum Seekers International Operations

Answer: A ASIO (Australian Security Intelligence Organisation) is Australia's domestic intelligence agency
responsible for national security.

Q131. When applying for Australian citizenship, an applicant must demonstrate:
A) Australian birth or parentage only

B) Meeting residence requirements, understanding of values/responsibilities, and passing the test
C) Employment in Australia for at least 2 years
D) Proficiency in an Indigenous Australian language

Answer: B Citizenship requires meeting residence requirements, demonstrating good character, and passing
the citizenship test.

Q132. Which of the following best describes Australia's foreign policy posture?

A) Australia is militarily neutral and avoids all alliances

B) Australia is a close ally of the United States and is a member of the ANZUS alliance
C) Australia only engages in economic agreements and avoids security treaties

D) Australia's foreign policy is controlled by the United Nations

Answer: B Australia has strong security ties with the US (ANZUS), UK (AUKUS), and participates in the Five
Eyes intelligence alliance.

Q133. The 'Dreamtime' in Aboriginal culture refers to:
A) The period of sleep for Aboriginal peoples

B) The spiritual framework of Aboriginal belief — stories of creation, law, and the relationship between
people, land, and the universe

C) Ancient Aboriginal history recorded in writing
D) The period before European colonisation only

Answer: B The Dreamtime (Dreaming) is the foundation of Aboriginal spiritual life — connecting creation
stories, law, land, and identity.

Q134. What is the 'Welcome to Country' ceremony?

A) A formal government border protocol

B) A traditional acknowledgement by Aboriginal Traditional Custodians welcoming visitors to their Country
C) A ceremony for new immigrants arriving in Australia

D) A national day celebrating Australia's multicultural heritage

Answer: B Welcome to Country is performed by Traditional Custodians — it is a meaningful cultural protocol
acknowledging Indigenous sovereignty and connection to land.
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Q135. The High Court of Australia can:
A) Create new laws for Parliament to consider

B) Interpret the Constitution and declare laws invalid if they are unconstitutional
C) Remove a Prime Minister from office
D) Override state court decisions in criminal matters only

Answer: B The High Court's most important function is constitutional interpretation — it can strike down laws
that contradict the Constitution.

Q136. How is the Prime Minister of Australia selected?

A) By direct popular vote in a separate Prime Ministerial election

B) By the Governor-General on personal choice

C) As the leader of the party or coalition commanding a majority in the House of Representatives
D) By a joint sitting of both houses of Parliament

Answer: C Whoever can command the confidence of the House of Reps becomes PM — formally appointed
by the Governor-General.

Q137. What is the significance of the 'Snowy Mountains Scheme'?
A) Australia’s first national park protection scheme

B) A post-WWII hydroelectric and irrigation engineering project that attracted migrants and transformed
southeast Australia

C) An Aboriginal land management program in the Snowy Mountains
D) A 1960s housing development scheme for returning soldiers

Answer: B The Snowy Scheme (1949-1974) is an engineering marvel — it powered industry, irrigated farms,
and attracted 100,000 migrants who became integral to multicultural Australia.

Q138. Medicare in Australia is funded primarily by:
A) Private insurance premiums

B) State government budgets
C) The Medicare Levy — a percentage of taxable income paid by most Australians
D) International aid contributions

Answer: C Medicare is funded through the Medicare Levy (currently 2% of taxable income) plus general
federal revenue.

Q139. How many territories does Australia have?
A) 1
B) 2
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C) 3 (including external territories)
D)7

Answer: B Australia has two mainland territories with representation in Parliament: the ACT and NT. There
are also several external territories (Christmas Island, etc.).

Q140. The Australian Constitution was enacted by:
A) The first Australian Parliament in 1901

B) The United Kingdom Parliament — the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900 (UK)
C) A majority referendum of Australian colonists
D) The Governor-General on behalf of the Crown

Answer: B The Australian Constitution was an Act of the British Parliament — because Australia was still a
colony at the time.

Mock Test 2: 20-Question Full Exam Simulation

Complete this mock test in 45 minutes — exam conditions. Check your answers at the end of the
section.

Q141. What is the minimum age to vote in Australian federal elections?
A) 16
B) 18
C) 20
D) 21

Answer: B All Australian citizens aged 18 and over must enrol and vote in federal elections.

Q142. Who represents the King at the state level?
A) The Premier

B) The Chief Justice
C) The Governor
D) The State Minister for the Crown

Answer: C Each state has a Governor who represents the King at the state level, mirroring the Governor-
General's federal role.

Q143. The name 'Australia’ is derived from:

A) The Aboriginal word meaning 'southern land'
B) The Latin term ‘australis' meaning 'southern' — used in the term 'Terra Australis Incognita’
C) The name of an early Dutch explorer
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D) A Portuguese term meaning 'great island’

Answer: B Australia comes from the Latin ‘australis' (southern) — the theoretical continent ‘Terra Australis
Incognita’ had been imagined by Europeans for centuries before Cook confirmed it.

Q144. Refugees who are granted protection in Australia are entitled to:
A) Temporary status only — reviewed every 12 months

B) The same rights as other permanent residents, and a pathway to citizenship
C) Work rights only — not access to Medicare or social services
D) Residency in designated areas only

Answer: B Refugees who receive protection visas have full access to Medicare, Centrelink, and a pathway to
citizenship.

Q145. What is the national significance of ‘Waltzing Matilda'?
A) Itis Australia's national anthem

B) It is an unofficial national song — an iconic folk ballad that captures themes of Australian identity,
freedom, and mateship

C) Itis a traditional Aboriginal ceremony song
D) It was Australia’s national anthem before Advance Australia Fair

Answer: B Waltzing Matilda is beloved but not the anthem — it captures the swagman ethos, anti-authority
streak, and bush spirit of Australian culture.

Q146. Australia's most recognised Indigenous visual art style is:
A) Charcoal cave paintings

B) Dot painting (pointillism art from the Western Desert tradition)
C) Bark painting from coastal regions only
D) Weaving and textile art

Answer: B Western Desert dot painting became internationally famous from the Papunya Tula movement of
the early 1970s.

Q147. What does 'the lucky country' mean?
A) Australia has the world's best climate

B) A phrase from Donald Horne's 1964 book — originally a mild criticism that Australia had prospered
despite its leadership, not because of it

C) Australia found gold and became wealthy through chance
D) Australians are optimistic and believe in good fortune

Answer: B Donald Horne's phrase was ironic — Australians often use it positively, but Horne meant it as a
challenge to complacency.
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Q148. The Australian Human Rights Commission is responsible for:

A) Granting citizenship applications

B) Investigating complaints about discrimination and human rights violations

C) Drafting human rights legislation

D) Representing Australia in international human rights forums

Answer: B The AHRC investigates discrimination and human rights complaints, and promotes education
about human rights in Australia.

Q149. The Fair Work Commission in Australia:
A) Sets immigration requirements for skilled workers

B) Is Australia's national workplace relations tribunal — setting minimum wages and resolving disputes
C) Oversees fair elections for trade unions
D) Regulates working hours for foreign students

Answer: B The Fair Work Commission sets the minimum wage, awards, and resolves workplace disputes —
it is independent of government.

Q150. Australia participates in the Five Eyes intelligence alliance with:
A) USA, UK, Canada, and New Zealand

B) USA, France, Japan, and New Zealand
C) UK, Germany, France, and Canada
D) New Zealand, Japan, South Korea, and Singapore

Answer: A Five Eyes is a signals intelligence alliance between Australia, USA, UK, Canada, and New
Zealand — dating from WWII.

Q151. Which of the following statements about the Australian public service is correct?

A) Public servants are politically appointed by the winning party at each election

B) The public service is independent and continues to serve regardless of which party is in government
C) Public servants must be members of the governing party

D) Senior public servants are elected by the public

Answer: B The Australian Public Service is independent and impartial — it serves the government of the day
regardless of party.

Q152. What is the 'preferential voting system' used in Australian federal elections?

A) Voters rank candidates in order of preference — if no one wins outright, lower preferences are counted
until a majority is reached

B) Only the first preference of each voter is counted
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C) Parties are allocated seats based on their national vote share
D) Voters may only vote for registered major parties

Answer: A Preferential (instant runoff) voting ensures the winner has genuine majority support — it reduces
wasted votes and strategic voting.

Q153. The Superannuation (super) system in Australia requires:
A) Voluntary savings only — no employer contributions required

B) Employers to contribute a percentage of each employee's wages into a retirement savings fund
C) Only government employees to make compulsory contributions
D) Workers to contribute to the scheme from age 16

Answer: B Compulsory superannuation was introduced in 1992 — employers must contribute 11% (as of
2024) of wages into workers' super funds.

Q154. What does the term 'terra australis incognita’ mean?
A) The ancient Aboriginal name for Australia

B) 'Unknown southern land' — the theoretical continent European geographers believed existed before
Australia was confirmed

C) A Latin legal term meaning ‘unclaimed southern territory’'
D) The original name for the Great Barrier Reef

Answer: B Terra Australis Incognita (unknown southern land) was the theoretical continent European
geographers placed on southern maps for centuries.

Q155. Which of the following is a core responsibility of Australian citizens?
A) Reporting their neighbours' private activities to authorities

B) Enrolling to vote and voting at federal elections
C) Attending citizenship ceremonies annually
D) Applying for permanent residency within 5 years of citizenship

Answer: B Enrolment and voting are both compulsory for Australian citizens aged 18 and over.

Q156. The coat of arms was granted to Australia by:

A) The first Prime Minister of Australia
B) The High Court of Australia

C) The King — by Royal Warrant

D) The Australian Senate

Answer: C The Australian Coat of Arms was granted by Royal Warrant by King George V in 1912.
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Q157. Australia Day on 26 January commemorates:
A) The date Australia became independent from Britain

B) The date the First Fleet arrived at Port Jackson in 1788
C) The date of Australian Federation in 1901
D) The date the Constitution was signed

Answer: B 26 January 1788 marks the arrival of the First Fleet — though the date is a subject of ongoing
national discussion.

Q158. Which of the following is true about Australia’'s approach to immigration?
A) Australia only accepts migrants from Commonwealth countries

B) Australia has a points-based skilled migration system and accepts humanitarian entrants
C) Australia's immigration is entirely determined by bilateral treaties with other countries
D) Australia stopped accepting permanent migrants in 2020

Answer: B Australia's immigration program has two main streams: skill-based (points tested) and
humanitarian — plus family stream.

Q159. Which Australian Prime Minister served the longest uninterrupted term?
A) Bob Hawke

B) John Howard
C) Robert Menzies
D) Gough Whitlam

Answer: C Robert Menzies served 18 years as PM — the longest continuous term. Bob Hawke served 8
years in his continuous run.

Q160. Australia's parliamentary system traces its roots to:
A) The American system of government

B) The French republican model
C) The Westminster system of the United Kingdom
D) The Swiss federal model

Answer: C Australia's parliamentary system is based on the Westminster model from the UK, adapted for a
federal structure.
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Mock Test 3: 20-Question Full Exam Simulation

Complete this mock test in 45 minutes — exam conditions. Check your answers at the end of the
section.

Q161. What is the role of the Chief Justice of Australia?
A) The Chief Justice leads the Australian Parliament

B) The Chief Justice is the head of the High Court of Australia
C) The Chief Justice advises the Prime Minister on legal matters
D) The Chief Justice represents Australia in international courts

Answer: B The Chief Justice presides over the High Court — Australia's highest court. The position is
appointed by the Governor-General on the PM's advice.

Q162. AUKUS is:

A) Australia's domestic nuclear energy program

B) A trilateral security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States
C) The Australian, UK, and US trade agreement

D) An alliance of Pacific Island nations led by Australia

Answer: B AUKUS (announced 2021) is a security partnership focused on nuclear-powered submarine
technology and advanced defence capabilities.

Q163. What does the term 'bicameral parliament' mean?

A) A parliament with two political parties

B) A parliament with two houses — a lower house and an upper house
C) A parliament that meets twice per year

D) A parliament that requires a two-thirds majority for all legislation

Answer: B Bicameral means two chambers — Australia has the House of Representatives (lower) and the
Senate (upper).

Q164. ANZAC stands for:
A) Australian and New Zealand Army Corps

B) Australian and New Zealand Alliance Council
C) Asia Pacific and New Zealand Cooperation
D) Australia-New Zealand Arms and Combat

Answer: A ANZAC — Australian and New Zealand Army Corps — the combined force that fought at Gallipoli
in WWI and in subsequent conflicts.
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Q165. The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) oversees:
A) Immigration data and visa records

B) Privacy rights and freedom of information
C) Electoral roll management
D) Intelligence and national security information

Answer: B The OAIC promotes and upholds information privacy rights and oversees the Freedom of
Information Act — the right of citizens to access government documents.

Q166. What is 'terra nullius' and when was it legally overturned?
A) A Dutch claim to Western Australia, overturned at Federation (1901)

B) The fiction that Australia had no prior owners before British colonisation — overturned by the High Court
in Mabo (1992)

C) A colonial land tax, abolished in 1948
D) The legal status of Aboriginal Australians before the 1967 Referendum

Answer: B Terra nullius was overturned in Mabo v Queensland (No 2) 1992 — recognising Aboriginal
peoples' prior rights to land.

Q167. Australia's multicultural policy was formally established under which Prime Minister?
A) Robert Menzies

B) Gough Whitlam
C) Malcolm Fraser
D) Paul Keating

Answer: C Malcolm Fraser formalised multiculturalism as official policy in the late 1970s, partly driven by the
arrival of Vietnamese refugees.

Q168. How many members sit in the House of Representatives?
A) 76

B) 100

C) 151

D) 227

Answer: C The House of Representatives has 151 members, each representing a single electorate. Numbers
can change slightly with redistributions.

Q169. The principle that everyone deserves equal protection of the law regardless of wealth,
status, or power is called:

A) Equity
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B) The rule of law

C) Judicial independence

D) Natural justice

Answer: B The rule of law encompasses the equality principle — no one is above or below the law regardless
of their position.

Q170. The Racial Discrimination Act 1975 in Australia:

A) Restricts immigration from certain countries

B) Makes it unlawful to do acts involving racial hatred or to discriminate based on race, colour, or national
origin

C) Protects only Indigenous Australians from racial discrimination

D) Defines the racial composition of the Australian public service

Answer: B The RDA was Australia's first federal anti-discrimination law — covering race, colour, descent, and
national or ethnic origin.

Q171. The Freedom of Information Act allows:

A) Media organisations to publish any story without legal consequence

B) Citizens to request access to documents held by the Australian government
C) Politicians to speak freely in parliament without legal liability

D) Companies to operate without government-required disclosure

Answer: B FOI laws allow individuals to access government documents — a key transparency mechanism in
democratic societies.

Q172. What is the Commonwealth Star also known as?
A) The Southern Star

B) The Federation Star
C) The Heritage Star
D) The Territorial Star

Answer: B The 7-pointed star on the Australian flag is known as both the Commonwealth Star and the
Federation Star.

Q173. Australian citizens living overseas:

A) Lose their citizenship after 5 years
B) Must return to Australia to vote in person
C) Remain Australian citizens with full rights and can vote from abroad

D) Automatically become citizens of their country of residence after 5 years
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Answer: C Australian citizenship is permanent — overseas citizens retain full rights and can vote via postal or
overseas voting.

Q174. The slogan 'Big Australia’ refers to:
A) Australia's physical size as the world's sixth largest country

B) A political debate about high immigration and population growth
C) The name of a major public infrastructure program
D) Australia's military size relative to regional neighbours

Answer: B 'Big Australia' is a term used in policy debates about immigration levels, population growth, and
their effects on infrastructure and quality of life.

Q175. What is the Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC)?
A) Australia's stock exchange

B) The government body responsible for regulating financial services, corporations, and markets
C) The Reserve Bank's investment arm
D) The federal agency overseeing superannuation

Answer: B ASIC is Australia's corporate and financial services regulator — protecting consumers and
maintaining market integrity.

Q176. In the 2023 Voice to Parliament referendum, what was the outcome?

A) The referendum passed and a Voice to Parliament was established

B) The referendum failed — a majority of Australians and a majority of states voted No
C) The referendum was postponed due to a constitutional challenge

D) The referendum passed nationally but failed in four states

Answer: B The 2023 Voice to Parliament referendum did not achieve the double majority required — a
national No majority, with No winning in five of six states.

Q177. Which of the following best describes Australia's legal system?
A) A civil law system based on the French model

B) A common law system based on English legal traditions, supplemented by statute law
C) A hybrid of Islamic and common law principles
D) A codified legal system derived from the Roman tradition

Answer: B Australia follows the common law tradition inherited from England — judge-made case law
alongside legislation (statute law).
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Q178. The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) provides:

A) Healthcare exclusively for workplace injuries

B) Individualised funding and support for Australians with a significant and permanent disability
C) Pensions for all retirees over 65

D) Housing assistance for people with mental illness only

Answer: B The NDIS funds reasonable and necessary supports for people with permanent and significant
disabilities — one of Australia's major social reforms.

Q179. A person convicted of an offence in Australia has the right to:
A) Have their case heard by a jury if the offence is serious

B) Choose which judge will hear their case
C) Have witnesses excused if their testimony is inconvenient
D) Request the prosecutor withdraw charges at any time

Answer: A The right to trial by jury for serious (indictable) offences is a constitutional protection under Section
80 of the Australian Constitution.

Q180. Australia's national science agency is:
A) CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation)

B) ANSTO (Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation)
C) AINSE (Australian Institute of Nuclear Science and Engineering)
D) BOM (Bureau of Meteorology)

Answer: A CSIRO is Australia's national science agency — it has produced groundbreaking research
including Wi-Fi technology (co-invented by CSIRO).

Mock Test 4: 20-Question Full Exam Simulation
Complete this mock test in 45 minutes — exam conditions. Check your answers at the end of the
section.

Q181. Which statement about Australian Aboriginal art is correct?
A) It began as a commercial art form in the 1970s
B) Dot painting is the only form of Indigenous art

C) Aboriginal art encompasses many traditions including rock art, bark painting, carving, and dot painting —
representing one of the world's oldest artistic traditions

D) Aboriginal art is only produced by elders

Answer: C Aboriginal art is extraordinarily diverse — thousands of years old, with many regional styles and
media.
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Q182. Australia's carbon emissions reduction commitments fall under:
A) The Kyoto Protocol exclusively

B) The Paris Agreement — Australia has committed to net zero emissions by 2050
C) A bilateral agreement with China
D) No international framework — Australia acts independently

Answer: B Australia is a signatory to the Paris Agreement and has committed to net zero emissions by 2050
and a 43% reduction from 2005 levels by 2030.

Q183. What is the main function of local government in Australia?
A) To administer federal immigration laws at the local level

B) To deliver local community services including waste, roads, parks, and planning
C) To represent Australian communities in the Senate
D) To collect income taxes on behalf of the federal government

Answer: B Local councils deliver community services closest to residents — waste, local infrastructure,
libraries, and planning approvals.

Q184. The principle of 'terra australis' appeared on European maps centuries before European
discovery because:

A) Aboriginal peoples had contacted European explorers

B) Geographers theorised that a large southern landmass must exist to balance the land in the Northern
Hemisphere

C) Portuguese explorers had mapped the west coast in 1522
D) Ancient Roman maps showed the existence of Australia

Answer: B Ancient Greek and later European geographic theory proposed a massive southern continent to
'‘balance’ the known northern lands.

Q185. Which of these is NOT an official public holiday across all of Australia?
A) Australia Day

B) ANZAC Day
C) Easter Monday
D) Melbourne Cup Day

Answer: D Melbourne Cup Day is a public holiday in Victoria only — not nationally. The other three are
national public holidays.

Q186. The head of the Australian federal public service is the:
A) Prime Minister
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B) Secretary of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet

C) Governor-General

D) Chief of the Australian Defence Force

Answer: B The Secretary of PM&C is typically considered the most senior public servant — coordinating the
whole-of-government public service.

Q187. Australia's minimum wage is set by:

A) The Reserve Bank of Australia

B) State governments independently
C) The Fair Work Commission

D) The Department of Employment

Answer: C The Fair Work Commission sets and annually reviews the National Minimum Wage and award
rates.

Q188. Which of the following statements is true about the Australian Government's position on
climate change?

A) Australia denies that human activity affects the climate

B) Australia has signed international agreements and set domestic targets for emissions reduction
C) Australia has withdrawn from all international climate commitments

D) Australia's climate policy is determined entirely by state governments

Answer: B Australia is committed to the Paris Agreement and has legislated a 43% emission reduction target
(by 2030 from 2005 levels) and net zero by 2050.

Q189. What is the purpose of the 'Acknowledgement of Country'?
A) A legal requirement for all public events

B) A voluntary practice of recognising the Traditional Custodians of the land on which an event or meeting
takes place

C) An Aboriginal ceremony that must precede all government decisions
D) A formal treaty obligation under Australian law

Answer: B Acknowledgement of Country is a respectful, voluntary (though widely practised) act recognising
the traditional owners of the land.

Q190. What does 'responsible government' require?
A) The Governor-General must personally approve all budget decisions

B) The Executive (PM and Cabinet) must retain the confidence of the House of Representatives to govern

C) All laws must be approved by a public referendum
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D) Cabinet ministers must hold professional qualifications in their portfolio area

Answer: B Responsible government is a Westminster principle — the government must maintain majority
support in the lower house or it must resign.

Q191. Australia's unemployment benefit is administered through:
A) The Reserve Bank

B) Private insurance companies approved by the government
C) Services Australia (Centrelink)
D) The Fair Work Commission

Answer: C Centrelink (Services Australia) administers JobSeeker and other income support payments.

Q192. What does the abbreviation 'RCIC' stand for in the context of Australian and Canadian
immigration?

A) Registered Canadian Immigration Consultant

B) A professional credential for immigration consultants recognised in Canada by the CICC
C) An Australian migration agent credential

D) A joint Australia-Canada visa processing body

Answer: B RCIC (Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant) is the professional designation for
immigration consultants registered with the College of Immigration and Citizenship Consultants (CICC) in
Canada.

Q193. What is the Aged Care Royal Commission's significance?
A) It established new aged care facilities across Australia

B) It investigated failings in Australia's aged care system and led to major reforms
C) It raised the pension age to 70
D) It privatised all aged care services

Answer: B The Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety (2018—2021) exposed serious failures
and led to landmark reforms.

Q194. Australia's public broadcaster is:
A) Channel 9

B) Network 10
C) The ABC (Australian Broadcasting Corporation)
D) SBS (Special Broadcasting Service) only

Answer: C The ABC is Australia's national public broadcaster — funded by the government but independent
in editorial matters. SBS is a separate multicultural broadcaster.
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Q195. What does the principle of 'innocent until proven guilty' mean in practice?
A) Courts must always acquit the accused regardless of evidence

B) The prosecution must prove guilt beyond reasonable doubt — the accused does not have to prove
innocence

C) Suspects cannot be questioned by police before trial
D) Bail must always be granted before a verdict is reached

Answer: B The burden of proof in criminal cases lies entirely with the prosecution — the accused need not
prove anything.

Q196. What is Australia's relationship with the Pacific Islands Forum?
A) Australia is not a member

B) Australia is a founding member and plays a major role in the regional body representing Pacific nations
C) Australia chairs the Forum permanently
D) Australia participates as an observer only

Answer: B Australia is a founding member of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and is a significant contributor to
Pacific development and security.

Q197. The Australian Government's 'humanitarian program' refers to:
A) Overseas aid to developing nations

B) The program that accepts refugees and others in humanitarian need as permanent migrants
C) Medical assistance programs for disaster victims internationally
D) Domestic programs for vulnerable Australians

Answer: B Australia's humanitarian program accepts refugees and those in humanitarian need — one of the
world's most generous per capita.

Q198. What does 'natural justice' mean in Australian law?
A) Environmental laws protecting natural resources

B) The principle that people have the right to be heard before decisions affecting them are made, and that
decisions must be made impartially

C) Laws derived from the natural world rather than legislation
D) Criminal law dealing with offences against the natural environment

Answer: B Natural justice (procedural fairness) requires a fair hearing and an unbiased decision-maker —
fundamental to Australian administrative law.

Q199. Which of the following statements about Australian citizenship is correct?

A) Australian citizenship can be revoked for any crime
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B) Citizenship gained by birth is permanent and cannot be revoked except in specific circumstances
involving terrorism offences and dual citizenship

C) Citizenship is automatically revoked if a person lives overseas for 10 years
D) Citizens must renew their citizenship every 10 years

Answer: B Citizenship is generally permanent. Revocation is limited to specific terrorism-related offences for
dual citizens.

Q200. What is the best way to prepare for the Australian Citizenship Test?

A) Memorise only dates and names from official sources
B) Read the official Australian Citizenship Test Resource Booklet once the night before

C) Develop a genuine understanding of Australian values, history, and institutions — then practice
extensively with realistic questions

D) Focus only on the values chapter and skip history and government

Answer: C Genuine understanding outperforms rote memorisation. The test is designed to assess real
comprehension — especially for values questions.
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cHAPTER 10 | FINAL PREPARATION, TEST DAY & CITIZENSHIP
CEREMONY

48-Hour Final Preparation Checklist

* Review the Australian Values Quick Revision Sheet (Bonus 2)

+ Complete one full 20-question mock test under timed conditions (45 minutes)

* Review any questions you got wrong — re-read the relevant chapter section

* Read the 50 Most Repeated Questions list (Bonus 1) once through

» Confirm your test appointment time, location, and what identification you need to bring

» Get a full night's sleep — fatigue is one of the most common causes of avoidable errors

* Have breakfast on test day — cognitive performance decreases significantly when hungry

Test Day Strategy — The 7 Rules

Rule 1: Read Read the full question AND all four options before selecting an
everything answer — even if you think you know it immediately.

Rule 2: Eliminate first For any uncertain question, eliminate the two most obviously wrong
answers. You have now improved your odds from 25% to 50%.

Rule 3: Values If the question is about values, rights, or equality — choose the
guestions first answer that most strongly reflects democratic principles. When in
doubt: rule of law, equality, freedom.

Rule 4: No second- First instinct is often correct. Only change an answer if you find a

guessing logical, specific reason — not just doubt.

Rule 5: Watch for Questions like 'which is NOT true' can trap you. Re-read slowly.

double negatives The test uses this format deliberately.

Rule 6: Time is 45 minutes for 20 questions = 135 seconds each. Use at least 30

generous seconds per question. Never rush.

Rule 7: Cultural If unsure between two answers, choose the one that reflects the

context ‘government would approve' perspective — democratic, equal,
lawful.
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After You Pass: The Road to the Ceremony

Passing the test is a major milestone — but citizenship is not yet confirmed at that point. Here is what
happens next:

* The Department of Home Affairs will continue processing your application — additional checks
may be conducted

* You may be invited to a citizenship interview if the Department has questions about your
application

* Once your application is approved, you will receive an invitation to a citizenship ceremony
» Citizenship ceremonies are held by local councils, usually every 1-3 months

» At the ceremony, you will make the Pledge of Commitment as a hew Australian citizen

* You will receive your citizenship certificate — the formal proof of your citizenship

* You can then apply for an Australian passport — one of the world's most powerful travel
documents (visa-free access to 180+ countries)

The Citizenship Pledge

"From this time forward, | pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people, whose
democratic beliefs | share, whose rights and liberties | respect, and whose laws |
will uphold and obey."

This pledge is not just a ceremony — it is a commitment to the values this entire book has been built
around: democracy, freedom, equality, the rule of law, and respect for all people.
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Bonus 1: 50 Most Repeated Questions

These 50 questions are the most likely to appear on the actual citizenship test based on the official

resource booklet's emphasis and the test's historic question patterns.

1

10

11

What is the most fundamental principle of Australian
democracy?

In Australia, freedom of religion means:

What is a 'fair go' in Australian culture?

A man who believes women should not work outside the
home applies for citizenship. How does Australian law
view this?

Under Australia's democratic system, who has the right to
vote?

In Australia, the right to free speech means you can:

A community group wants to ban people of a different

religion from their neighbourhood. This would be:

Voting in Australian federal elections is:

Which of the following best describes the Australian value
of 'mutual respect'?

In Australia, the presumption of innocence means:

A citizen who disagrees with a new law should:
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C — The rule of law

B — Freedom of religion is absolute

C — A'fair go' is the Australian ethos
that everyone deserves an equal
opportunity regardless of origin,
religion, or background.

B — Australians may hold personal
views but must comply with law

C — Only citizens aged 18+ have the
right

B — Free speech in Australia is robust
but not absolute

C — Discrimination based on religion is
illegal in Australia. Freedom of religion
protects all people's right to live without
religious discrimination.

B — Voting is compulsory for all
citizens 18+. Failure to vote without
valid excuse may result in a fine.

C — Mutual respect means every
person

B — Presumption of innocence is a
cornerstone of the Australian legal
system and the rule of law.

C — Democratic participation is the
correct way to challenge laws

Page 72



AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

In Australia, equality of men and women applies to:

Freedom of expression in Australia protects:

In Australia, can one political party be banned from
participating in elections?

Which of the following actions demonstrates Australian
values?

What does Australia's multicultural policy mean in
practice?
In Australia, is it acceptable for an employer to pay

women less than men for the same work?

The right to a fair trial in Australia means:

Which institution is responsible for interpreting the

Australian Constitution?

In Australia, a person who follows Islam is:

What is the significance of ANZAC Day on 25 April?

The Commonwealth Star on the Australian flag has:

Australia became a federation on:

Who is Australia's head of state?
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C — Gender equality in Australia is
comprehensive

C — Expression is free within legal
boundaries

C — Political freedom is constitutionally
protected. Political parties cannot easily
be banned except in extreme
circumstances involving security.

C — Equal treatment regardless of
background is the core of Australian
values

B — Multiculturalism means diversity is
an asset

C — Equal pay for equal work is a legal
requirement in Australia. Gender-based
pay discrimination is unlawful.

B — Fair trial rights include legal
representation, impartial judge, and the
right to present a defence.

C — The High Court is Australia's
highest court and the final arbiter of
constitutional interpretation.

B — Freedom of religion means all
faiths are equally protected and entitled
to the same rights.

B — ANZAC Day commemorates the

ANZAC landing at Gallipoli on 25 April
1915 and honours all Australians who
served in war.

C — The Commonwealth Star
(Federation Star) has 7 points

B — Federation occurred on 1 January
1901 when the six colonies united as
the Commonwealth of Australia.

C — The King of Australia is the head
of state. The Governor-General
represents the King in Australia.
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25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

How many states does Australia have?

What is the capital city of Australia?

Australia's national floral emblem is:

The Mabo Case (1992) was significant because:

In Australia, the Senate is:

What does the kangaroo and emu on the Australian Coat
of Arms symbolise?

Which level of government is responsible for hospitals
and health?

National Sorry Day on 26 May commemorates:

What is the Governor-General's role?

Australia Day is celebrated on:

Which of the following is Australia's most important river
system?

For a bill to become Australian law, it must:
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B — Australia has 6 states: NSW,
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia,
Western Australia, and Tasmania.

C — Canberra is the capital of
Australia, chosen as a compromise
between Sydney and Melbourne when
Federation occurred.

C — Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
is the national floral emblem. Wattle
Day is 1 September.

B — Mabo overturned the doctrine of
terra nullius and recognised that
Aboriginal peoples had rights to land
before colonisation.

C — The Senate is the upper house
with 76 senators

C — Both animals are typically unable
to walk backwards

D — Health is primarily a state
responsibility, but the federal
government funds much of it through
Medicare and other programs

B — National Sorry Day acknowledges
the Stolen Generations

B — The Governor-General is the
King's representative and performs
formal constitutional roles including
swearing in the PM and signing
legislation.

B — Australia Day is 26 January

C — The Murray-Darling is Australia's
most significant inland waterway and is
critical for agriculture and water supply.

C — All three elements are required:
both houses and Royal Assent from the
Governor-General.
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37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

The 1967 Referendum was a turning point because:

Australia is described as a constitutional monarchy

because:

Which country was Australia previously colonised by?

What do the colours of the Australian flag represent?

Who were the first people to inhabit Australia?

Captain James Cook claimed the east coast of Australia

for Britain in:

The First Fleet arrived at Port Jackson in:

Why was the colony at Sydney Cove initially established?

The Gold Rush of the 1850s occurred primarily in:

What happened at the Eureka Stockade in 1854?

In which year did Australia become a federation?

What happened on 25 April 1915?

When did the White Australia Policy effectively end?

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com

B — The 1967 Referendum passed
with over 90% support and was a
landmark moment for Indigenous rights.

B — In a constitutional monarchy, the
monarch's role is defined and limited by
the Constitution

C — Australia was colonised by Great
Britain

B — The Australian flag uses the Union
Jack's colours but they do not have
specific assigned meanings for
Australia's flag itself.

C — Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples are the original
inhabitants

B — Cook charted the east coast in
1770 and claimed it for Britain, naming
it New South Wales.

C — The First Fleet, led by Captain
Arthur Phillip, arrived on 26 January
1788

B — The British established Australia's
first colony as a penal settlement to
relieve overcrowded British prisons.

B — The 1851 gold rush began in
Victoria (Ballarat and Bendigo) and
NSW

B — The Eureka Stockade is
considered a foundational event for
Australian democracy and workers'
rights.

C — 1 January 1901

B — ANZAC troops landed at Gallipoli
on 25 April 1915 in a major campaign of
WWI

C — The Whitlam Government formally
dismantled the White Australia Policy in
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1973, opening the path to modern
multicultural Australia.

50 Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivered the National C — Kevin Rudd delivered the National

Apology to the Stolen Generations in: Apology on 13 February 2008 in the
Australian Parliament.
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Bonus 2: Australian Values Quick Revision Sheet

Print or screenshot this page. Review it in the 24 hours before your test.

Core Value What It Means in Practice

Rule of Law EVERYONE — including government — must obey the law.

No one is above it.

Democracy Citizens choose their representatives. Voting is compulsory.

Power rests with elected Parliament.

Freedom of Religion Any faith or no faith. Government does not impose religion.

Beliefs are private — but law must be followed.

Freedom of Speech Express views freely — including criticising government. Not

absolute — incitement/defamation laws apply.

Equality of Men and Equal in ALL aspects — work, family, education, law. No
Women cultural exceptions.

Mutual Respect & All people treated with dignity regardless of background.
Tolerance Discrimination is illegal.

Equality of Opportunity Everyone deserves a fair go — background, religion, gender

do not limit opportunity.

Compulsory Voting All citizens 18+ MUST enrol and vote. Failure = fine.

Peaceful Change Disagree with a law? Lobby, petition, vote, protest peacefully.

Never break the law in protest.

Multicultural Unity Diversity is celebrated — within the framework of Australian

law and values. No practice violating the law is protected.
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Bonus 3: 7-Day Crash Course Plan

This plan assumes 60—-90 minutes of study per day. If you have more time, add an extra mock test
each day.

Day 1 AM: Read Chapter 1 (Values) completely. PM: Do 20 values questions (Q1—
Q20). Review every explanation.

Day 2 AM: Read Chapter 2 (History). Build the timeline card. PM: Do 20 history
guestions (Q41-Q60).

Day 3 AM: Read Chapter 3 (Government). Draw the government structure. PM: Do 20
government questions (Q61-Q80).

Day 4 AM: Read Chapters 4 & 5 (Culture, Symbols). PM: Do 40 questions (Q81-Q120).
Review all wrong answers.

Day 5 AM: Geography & Economy — states/capitals table, economy facts. PM: Mock
Test 1 (Q121-Q140) under timed conditions.

Day 6 AM: Review all wrong answers from mock tests. Re-read weak chapters. PM:
Mock Test 2 (Q141-Q160) + Mock Test 3 (Q161-Q180).

Day 7 AM: Bonus 1 (50 Most Repeated). Bonus 2 (Values Quick Sheet). PM: Mock
Test 4 (Q181-Q200). Rest. Prepare test documents.
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Bonus 4: Top 15 Mistakes Applicants Make

Avoid these — they account for the majority of test failures:

1. Skimming the values chapter — values questions are mandatory. Every single one must be
correct.

2. Confusing 'head of state' (the King) with 'head of government' (the Prime Minister). Know the
distinction.

3. Forgetting that the Governor-General represents the King — not the Prime Minister or
Parliament.

Mixing up Federation year (1901) with First Fleet year (1788) or ANZAC Day year (1915).
Thinking State governments control defence, immigration, or taxation — these are all Federal.

4
5
6. Believing cultural background exempts someone from Australian equality laws — it does not.
7. Confusing the Senate (76 senators) with the House of Representatives (151 members).

8. Not knowing that voting is compulsory for citizens aged 18+ — not just a right but an obligation.
9. Forgetting that the Commonwealth Star has 7 points (6 states + territories), not 5 or 6.

10. Getting the anthem title wrong — it is '"Advance Australia Fair' not 'Waltzing Matilda'.

11. Forgetting that the 1967 Referendum gave Aboriginal Australians inclusion in the Census and
Commonwealth law coverage.

12. Assuming 'freedom of speech' means speech has no legal consequences — defamation and
incitement laws still apply.

13. Forgetting the 2021 anthem change from 'young and free' to ‘one and free'.
14. Not studying the Mabo case and its significance to Indigenous land rights.
15. Studying from memory alone — never practising with actual test-style questions.
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Bonus 5: What Happens After You Pass

Passing the citizenship test is a significant milestone — but citizenship is confirmed at the ceremony,
not the test. Here is the complete post-test journey:

Processing After the Test

After you pass, your application continues to be processed by the Department of Home Affairs. This
includes character checks, identity verification, and in some cases an interview. Processing times vary
— typically 12 to 18 months from application to ceremony, though this can be shorter or longer
depending on your circumstances.

Citizenship Interview

Not all applicants are called for an interview. If the Department has questions about your residence
periods, absences from Australia, character matters, or identity, they may schedule an interview.
Prepare by:

« Knowing your full travel history (dates in/out of Australia since becoming a permanent resident)

» Being ready to explain any extended absences

» Having documentation of your residence history available

» Being ready to discuss your understanding of Australian values

The Citizenship Ceremony

The citizenship ceremony is the formal conclusion of your citizenship journey. It is typically held by your
local council. You will:

» Receive formal naotification of your ceremony date and time from the Department

+ Attend the ceremony with approved guests — family is welcome

* Make the Pledge of Commitment publicly

» Receive your Certificate of Australian Citizenship

» Be presented with an information pack about your new rights and obligations as a citizen

Your New Passport

After the ceremony, you can apply for an Australian passport. The passport application requires your
citizenship certificate. The Australian passport provides visa-free or visa-on-arrival access to over 180
countries and territories — making it one of the most powerful travel documents in the world.
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From PR to Citizen: Australia and Canada —
Parallels Worth Knowing

As someone qualified in both Australian immigration (MIA Examination Qualified) and Canadian
immigration (RCIC R422575, CAPIC Fellow R11592), | often help clients who have ties to both
countries — or who are deciding between them. The parallels between the Australian and Canadian
citizenship journeys are striking, and understanding them can help you make more informed decisions
about your future.

Feature Australia Canada

Citizenship test 20 questions, 45 min, 75% pass, 20 questions (knowledge + values),
mandatory values questions similar structure

Residency 4 years (incl. 12 months PR) 3 years physical presence in 5 years

requirement (as PR)

Compulsory voting |[YES — compulsory for all citizens 18+ NO — voting is voluntary in Canada

Dual citizenship YES — Australia permits it YES — Canada permits it
Citizenship test Australian values, history, government,  |Canadian values, history,

focus everyday life government, rights

Passport strength Visa-free access to 180+ countries Visa-free access to 185+ countries
Test language English only English or French

Head of State King of Australia (Charles IlI) King of Canada (Charles )
System of Constitutional monarchy, Westminster Constitutional monarchy,
government system Westminster system

Path from skilled visa/SkillSelect / State Nomination / ENS etc. |Express Entry / Provincial Nominee
to PR Programs

If you or a family member are considering Canada — whether for immigration, skilled worker visas, or
the Canadian citizenship journey — the Dreamvisas series includes comprehensive guides to Canadian
immigration pathways including Express Entry, Provincial Nominee Programs, and family sponsorship.
These are available on Amazon and at dreamvisas.com.
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About the Author — Professional Practice Snapshot

Manoj Palwe is a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant (RCIC R422575), CAPIC Fellow
(R11592), and MIA Examination Qualified — one of a very small number of practitioners in the world
accredited in both Australian and Canadian immigration systems. As President of Taurus Infotek. and
founder of the Dreamvisas brand (dreamvisas.com), with offices in Toronto and Pune, Manoj has spent
over 25 years helping more than 10,000 families navigate immigration to Canada, Australia, the UK,
Germany, New Zealand, the UAE, and Portugal.

His YouTube channel has 20,000+ subscribers and 600+ videos, and he has received 600+ LinkedIn
recommendations from clients and colleagues worldwide.

Real Cases, Real Outcomes — Five Stories from Practice

(The following are illustrative case summaries based on composite experience. All identifying details
have been changed to protect client privacy.)

Case 1: Two Failures, One Strategy Change

A client from India had failed the citizenship test twice, scoring 13/20 each time. On review of his
preparation, it emerged he had memorised facts but never practised applying values questions to
scenarios. He could recite the six values; he could not identify which response to a workplace scenario
was 'most consistent with Australian values.' After six sessions focused exclusively on values reasoning
— using scenario questions similar to those in this book — he passed with 19/20.

Case 2: The Older Applicant Who Qualified for Exemption

A 67-year-old client had been a permanent resident for 18 years but had never applied for citizenship.
She assumed the test would be too difficult due to limited English and had been discouraged from
applying by well-meaning family. A quick eligibility review revealed she qualified for an age and
residence exemption from the citizenship test. Her application was lodged and approved without a test
sitting.

Case 3: The Long-Term Resident with Gaps

A client had been in Australia for seven years as a permanent resident but had spent fourteen months
overseas for family reasons. He was concerned his absences disqualified him. Careful calculation of his
physical presence over the qualifying four-year window confirmed he met the requirement with a
comfortable margin. The anxiety about absences — common among PR holders — was unfounded in
his case, but the calculation required knowing exactly how the residence rule works.
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Case 4: Dual Citizenship Complexity

A client from a country that did not permit dual citizenship was preparing to naturalise as Australian.
She was concerned about losing her birth citizenship automatically upon Australian naturalisation.
While this book cannot provide advice on foreign law, the consultation identified that she needed advice
from her home country's embassy before proceeding — a step that saved her from inadvertently
renouncing a citizenship she wished to retain.

|Case 5: The First-Try Pass — Preparation Made the Difference

A client from the Philippines prepared for three weeks using the official resource plus this book. He
practised all 200 core questions, completed four mock tests, and focused specifically on the values
scenarios. He passed on his first attempt with 20/20 — a perfect score. His comment afterwards: 'l was
most worried about the values questions. Once | understood the framework — choose the option that
maximises equality and law — every one of them became clear.’

If this book helped you understand your options or avoid a costly mistake, please leave an
honest Amazon review. Two minutes — it helps the next person in the same situation.

For a professional assessment of your specific immigration case, consider a Personal Evaluation
Report (PER) with Manoj Palwe at dreamvisas.com.
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Also in the Dreamvisas Immigration Series

If this book helped you prepare for Australian citizenship, you may find these titles valuable:

+ Express Entry Canada 2026: The Complete Guide to Canadian Permanent Residency — For
skilled workers navigating Canada's points-based immigration system from application to
landing.

» Australia Skilled Visa Guide 2026: Points-Tested Migration Made Simple — A step-by-step
guide to the SkillSelect system, SOL occupations, and state sponsorship for skilled migrants.

» UK Skilled Worker Visa 2026: Your Complete Guide to Working and Settling in the United
Kingdom — For Indians and international professionals seeking to build a career and future in
the UK.

Your Next Step: If you are preparing for Australian permanent residency or already on your citizenship
journey, the Australia Skilled Visa Guide 2026 is the logical companion to this book — covering
everything from your initial visa to your permanent residency approval.
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Deep Dive: Australian Values in Real-Life Scenarios

Understanding Australian values is not just about memorising a list — it is about recognising how those
values shape everyday life, workplaces, communities, and government. This chapter presents five
extended scenarios to help you think critically about what Australian values mean in practice.

Scenario 1: Workplace Fairness

Amara arrives in Australia from Nigeria and starts work at a logistics company in Melbourne. On her
first week, she notices that her supervisor assigns the best shifts to employees who share his cultural
background. She feels this is unfair but is unsure whether to speak up.

Australian values at play: Mutual respect, a fair go, and the rule of law. Australian workplaces are
governed by the Fair Work Act 2009. Every employee has the right to be treated without discrimination.
Amara has the right to raise a complaint with the Fair Work Commission or the Australian Human
Rights Commission.

Key takeaway: Fairness in the workplace is protected by law. Speaking up is consistent with Australian
values — not a sign of trouble-making.

Scenario 2: Community Participation

Raj moves to a regional town in Queensland. He wants to help his local community but is unsure how.
His neighbour mentions the local council holds public meetings and welcomes resident input on
development decisions.

Australian values at play: Democracy, freedom of speech, and community involvement. In Australia,
ordinary people are encouraged to participate in decisions that affect their lives. Attending council
meetings, writing to local representatives, and joining community groups are all valued forms of civic
participation.

Key takeaway: Democracy in Australia is participatory. Citizens and permanent residents are
encouraged — not just permitted — to engage with government at all levels.

Scenario 3: Religious Expression

Fatima wears a hijab and is interviewing for a position at a government agency in Canberra. She is
concerned that her religious dress may affect her chances of being hired.

Australian values at play: Freedom of religion and equality before the law. The Racial Discrimination
Act 1975 and the Sex Discrimination Act 1984 protect Australians from discrimination based on religion,
race, and gender. A government employer is not permitted to refuse employment based on religious
dress.

Key takeaway: Australia protects freedom of religion. People of all faiths are welcome to practise their
religion and express it in public life.
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Scenario 4: Respecting the Law

Wei is a new permanent resident who receives a parking fine he believes is unfair. His friend suggests
he ignore it because 'nothing will happen.' Wei is unsure what to do.

Australian values at play: Respect for the rule of law. In Australia, all people — including temporary
visitors and permanent residents — are expected to comply with Australian law. Ignoring a fine can
result in penalties, licence suspension, and difficulty with future visa or citizenship applications. If Wei
believes the fine is wrong, the correct path is to appeal it through the legal process.

Key takeaway: The rule of law means everyone is equal before the law — including those who enforce
it. Legal processes exist to challenge decisions, but those processes must be used.

Scenario 5: Freedom of Speech and its Limits

Pedro shares a post on social media that mocks a religious group. His Australian colleague warns him
that this could be unlawful. Pedro is surprised — he thought Australia had freedom of speech.

Australian values at play: Freedom of speech exists in Australia, but it is not absolute. The Racial
Hatred Act 1995 makes it unlawful to do acts likely to offend, insult, humiliate, or intimidate a person or
group based on race, colour, or national/ethnic origin. Responsible speech means exercising freedom
while respecting the dignity of others.

Key takeaway: Australians value free speech and open debate, but that freedom comes with
responsibility. Vilifying others based on race or religion can be unlawful.
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Government and Law: Extended Reference

How Laws Are Made in Australia

A bill (proposed law) must pass through several stages before becoming law in Australia.

Understanding this process is a common test topic.

Stage

Description

First Reading

The bill is introduced to Parliament. The title is read aloud. No debate at this stage.

Second The Minister explains the purpose of the bill. Debate begins. MPs or Senators discuss
Reading the bill's merits.

Committee The bill is examined in detail. Amendments may be proposed and voted on.

Stage

Third Reading

A final vote is taken on the bill as a whole.

Other Chamber

The bill goes to the other chamber (Senate or House of Representatives) and repeats

the process.

Royal Assent

The Governor-General signs the bill on behalf of the Crown. It becomes law (an Act of

Parliament).

Federal vs State Powers

Australia has three levels of government. Understanding which level is responsible for which services is
a common test topic.

Responsibility Level of Government [Examples

Defence & Foreign Affairs |Federal Australian Defence Force, passports, treaties
Immigration & Customs Federal Visas, border protection, citizenship

Social Security Federal Centrelink payments, Medicare

Taxation (income) Federal Australian Taxation Office (ATO)

Education (policy) Shared Curriculum set by states, funding from federal
Health (hospitals) Shared State hospitals, federal Medicare funding
Roads & Transport State/Territory State highways, public transport, driver licences
Police State/Territory NSW Police, Victoria Police, etc.

Local Services Local Council Rubbish collection, parking, local parks
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The Australian Court Hierarchy

Australia's court system is structured in a hierarchy. Appeals generally go upward through the

hierarchy.

Court Level Jurisdiction

High Court of Australia Highest Final court of appeal; constitutional matters; 7
Justices

Federal Court of Australia Federal Civil, commercial, and administrative matters

Family Court / Federal Circuit Federal Family law, migration, general federal law

Court

Supreme Courts (State/Territory) |State/Territory|Serious criminal and civil matters in each state

District/County Courts State/Territory|Mid-level criminal and civil matters

Magistrates/Local Courts State/TerritoryMinor criminal offences, small civil claims
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History: Extended Reference

Key Figures in Australian History

Person

Significance

Edmund Barton

First Prime Minister of Australia (1901-1903)

John Curtin

Prime Minister during WWII; credited with defending Australia from Japan

Ben Chifley

Prime Minister 1945-1949; established the Snowy Mountains Scheme, Australian
National University

Robert Menzies

Australia's longest-serving PM (1939-41, 1949-1966); founder of the Liberal Party

Gough Whitlam

PM 1972-1975; introduced Medicare (Medibank), withdrew troops from Vietnam,
opened ties with China

Sir Douglas Antarctic explorer; led the Australasian Antarctic Expedition 1911-1914
Mawson

Nellie Melba World-famous soprano; one of Australia's first international cultural icons
Sir Donald Regarded as the greatest cricket batsman in history; Test average of 99.94
Bradman

Edith Cowan First woman elected to an Australian Parliament (Western Australia, 1921)

Neville Bonner

First Aboriginal person elected to the Australian Parliament (1971, Senate)

Australian Banknotes and the People They Honour

Australian banknotes feature prominent Australians. Knowing these figures is useful for the citizenship

test.

Denomination|Person (Front)

Person (Back)

$5 King Charles Il (previously Queen Parliament House, Canberra
Elizabeth I1)

$10 Banjo Paterson (poet, The Man from Dame Mary Gilmore (poet, writer, social
Snowy River) activist)

$20 Mary Reibey (convict, businesswoman) [Rev. John Flynn (founder of the Flying Doctor

Service)

$50 David Unaipon (inventor, Aboriginal Edith Cowan (first woman elected to
writer) Australian Parliament)

$100 Dame Nellie Melba (opera singer) Sir John Monash (WW!I military commander)
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Key Dates in Australian History

Year Event

~50,000+ years Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have lived in Australia

ago

1606 First recorded European contact (Dutch explorer Willem Janszoon)

1770 Captain James Cook claims eastern Australia for Britain

1788 First Fleet arrives; British settlement established at Sydney Cove (26 January)

1793 First free settlers arrive in Australia

1851 Gold rush begins in New South Wales and Victoria

1854 Eureka Stockade: miners rebel against colonial authorities at Ballarat

1901 Federation: the six colonies unite to form the Commonwealth of Australia (1
January)

1902 \Women gain the right to vote in federal elections

1914-1918 World War I: over 420,000 Australians served; 60,000+ killed

1915 ANZAC landing at Gallipoli (25 April) — now commemorated as ANZAC Day

1939-1945 World War II: Australia fights in Europe, the Middle East, and the Pacific

1948 Nationality and Citizenship Act: first Australian citizenship defined

1967 Referendum: Aboriginal Australians included in the national census

1973 White Australia Policy formally abolished

1974 Medibank (now Medicare) established by Whitlam government

1986 Australia Acts: Australia becomes fully independent from British legislation

2008 Prime Minister Kevin Rudd formally apologises to the Stolen Generations
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Rights and Responsibilities: Comprehensive

Reference

What Rights Do Australians Have?

Australia does not have a single Bill of Rights like some countries. Instead, rights are protected through
a combination of the Australian Constitution, federal and state legislation, and common law. The
following are rights that all Australians enjoy.

Right

Explanation

Protected By

Freedom of Speech

Express opinions openly,
including criticism of

Common law + implied constitutional protection

government
Freedom of Practise any religion, or no Section 116 of the Australian Constitution
Religion religion, without government
interference
Freedom of Join political parties, trade Common law
Association unions, or community groups

Right to Vote

Citizens 18+ may vote in
federal, state, and local
elections

Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918

Right to a Fair Trial

Be heard by an independent
court; presumption of
innocence

Common law and Constitution (s.80)

Protection from
Discrimination

Not be treated unfairly based
on race, sex, age, disability,
religion

Racial Discrimination Act 1975; Sex Discrimination
Act 1984; Age Discrimination Act 2004; Disability
Discrimination Act 1992

Right to Education

Free public education for all
children

State and Territory education laws

Right to Medicare

Access to subsidised
healthcare

Health Insurance Act 1973

What Responsibilities Come with Australian Citizenship?

Responsibility

Details

Obey Australian
laws

All residents and visitors must comply with federal, state, and local laws

\Vote in elections

results in a fine

Compulsory for Australian citizens aged 18+; failure to vote without valid reason

Serve on a jury

Citizens may be called for jury duty; this is a civic obligation
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Defend Australia  |In times of war, Australian citizens may be called upon to serve

Pay taxes All residents earning income in Australia must file tax returns with the ATO

Respect others' Australians are expected to respect the rights, freedoms, and dignity of others

rights regardless of background

Enrol to vote Citizens must enrol on the electoral roll within 8 weeks of turning 18 or becoming
a citizen
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Australia in the World

Key International Alliances and Memberships

Australia is an active participant in international organisations and security alliances. The following are
important for the citizenship test.

Alliance / Organisation

Members

Purpose

ANZUS Treaty (1951)

Australia, New Zealand,
United States

Mutual defence and security cooperation in the
Pacific

AUKUS (2021)

Australia, United Kingdom,
United States

Advanced defence technology sharing,
including nuclear-powered submarines

Five Eyes

Australia, UK, USA,
Canada, New Zealand

Intelligence sharing alliance

The Commonwealth

54 nations (former British

Trade, democracy, development cooperation

Organization (WTO)

territories)
APEC 21 Pacific Rim economies |Economic cooperation and free trade in the
Asia-Pacific
G20 20 major world economies |Global economic coordination
United Nations (UN) 193 member states International peace, security, human rights
World Trade 164 member countries International trade rules and dispute resolution

Australia's Geographic Facts

Fact

Answer

Total area

7.69 million square kilometres (6th largest country)

Population (approx.)

~27 million (2026)

Capital city

Canberra, Australian Capital Territory (ACT)

Largest city by population

Sydney, New South Wales

Number of states

6 (NSW, VIC, QLD, SA, WA, TAS)

Number of territories

2 mainland (NT, ACT) + external territories

Longest river

Murray—Darling River system

Highest mountain

Mount Kosciuszko (2,228m), New South Wales

Largest lake

Lake Eyre (Kati Thanda), South Australia

Largest desert

Great Victoria Desert

Nearest neighbours

Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, New Zealand

Time zones

3 main time zones (AEST, ACST, AWST) — up to 5 including territories
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Glossary of

Key Terms

This glossary defines the most important terms you will encounter in the Australian Citizenship Test.
Memorise these definitions — they appear frequently in test questions.

Term

Definition

Act of Parliament

A law that has been passed by both houses of Parliament and received Royal
Assent

Australian citizen

A person who holds Australian citizenship, granted by birth, descent, or
conferral

Bill A proposed law that is introduced to Parliament for debate and voting

Cabinet The senior group of ministers who make key government decisions; led by the
Prime Minister

Caucus The parliamentary group of a political party; determines internal party decisions

Checks and balances

The system by which different branches of government limit each other's power

Citizenship pledge

The formal commitment made at a citizenship ceremony to uphold Australian
values

Commonwealth

The official name for the federal government of Australia; also refers to the
association of former British territories

Constitution

The fundamental law of Australia that defines the structure of government;
came into effect 1 January 1901

Democracy A system of government in which citizens elect representatives to govern on
their behalf

Electoral roll The official list of voters registered to vote in elections

Federation The union of the six Australian colonies into a single nation on 1 January 1901

Governor-General

The representative of the King in Australia; appoints the Prime Minister;
formally opens Parliament

Head of Government

The Prime Minister — leads the day-to-day government

Head of State

The King (represented by the Governor-General) — ceremonial role

House of
Representatives

The lower house of the federal Parliament; government is formed here; 151
members

Injunction

A court order requiring a person or organisation to do or stop doing something

Judicial review

The power of courts to review decisions made by government bodies

Magistrate

A judicial officer who presides over a Magistrates Court (local court)

Oath of citizenship

A formal promise taken by new citizens, referencing God (option 1)

Affirmation of
citizenship

A secular (non-religious) version of the citizenship pledge

Parliament

The law-making body of Australia — consists of the King (Governor-General),

the Senate, and the House of Representatives

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com

Page 94




AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

Permanent resident

A non-citizen who has the right to live and work in Australia indefinitely

Preferential voting

Australia's voting system where voters rank candidates in order of preference

Proportional
representation

The Senate voting system — seats allocated proportionally to votes received

Referendum A public vote to change the Australian Constitution; requires majority of votes
nationally AND majority in at least 4 of 6 states

Rule of law The principle that all people and institutions are subject to and accountable to
the law

Senate The upper house of the federal Parliament; 76 Senators (12 per state, 2 per

territory)

Separation of powers

The division of government into legislative (Parliament), executive
(Government), and judicial (Courts) branches

Sovereignty

Supreme authority to govern; in Australia, sovereignty rests with the people
through their elected representatives

Statute

A written law passed by Parliament

Taxation

Compulsory payments collected by government to fund public services; income
tax is administered by the ATO

Terra Nullius

Latin for 'nobody's land'; the incorrect British legal fiction that Australia was
uninhabited before 1788; overturned by Mabo v Queensland (1992)

Trespass

Entering someone's property without permission; a civil (and sometimes
criminal) matter

Westminster system

The parliamentary system of government inherited from Britain; used in
Australia
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Rapid-Fire Facts: 100 Essential Q&As

Use this section for last-minute revision. Cover the answer column and test yourself. These facts
appear repeatedly across all versions of the citizenship test.

#  |Question Answer
1 |What is the capital of Australia? Canberra
2  |When did Australia federate? 1 January 1901
3  |Whois the Head of State? The King (Charles Ill), represented by the Governor-
General
Who is the Head of Government? The Prime Minister
What are the three levels of Federal, State/Territory, Local
government?
How many Senators are there? 76 (12 per state, 2 per mainland territory)
7  |How many Members of the House of (151
Representatives?
What day is Australia Day? 26 January
9  |What does ANZAC stand for? Australian and New Zealand Army Corps
10 |Whenis ANZAC Day? 25 April
11 |What is Australia's national flower? Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
12 |What are the colours on the Australian |Red, blue, and white
flag?
13 |How many points does the 7 (6 for states + 1 for territories)
Commonwealth Star have?
14 |What is the voting age in Australia? 18 years
15 [Is voting compulsory in Australia? Yes, for citizens aged 18+
16 |What is the national animal on the coat |[Kangaroo and Emu
of arms?
17 |What is the national anthem? Advance Australia Fair
18 |What are Australia's national colours? |Green and gold
19 |What is the national gemstone? Opal
20 [Who was Australia's first Prime Edmund Barton (1901-1903)
Minister?
21 |(When did women get the vote in 1902
federal elections?
22 |What year did the White Australia 1973 (formally)
Policy end?
23 |When was the 1967 Referendum? 27 May 1967
24 |What did the 1967 Referendum Aboriginal people counted in the census; Commonwealth

change?

could make laws for them
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25 |Who led the Stolen Generations Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
apology in 20087
26 |What is the Mabo decision? 1992 High Court ruling overturning terra nullius;
recognised native title
27 |What is NAPLAN? National standardised testing for school students in
Australia
28 |What does ATO stand for? Australian Taxation Office
29 |What does ASIO stand for? Australian Security Intelligence Organisation
30 [What does DFAT stand for? Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
31 |How many states does Australia have?|6
32 [Name the 6 states. NSW, VIC, QLD, SA, WA, TAS
33 |Name the 2 mainland territories. Northern Territory (NT) and Australian Capital Territory
(ACT)
34 |What is the largest state by area? Western Australia
35 [What is the most populous state? New South Wales
36 |What is Australia's highest mountain? [Mount Kosciuszko (2,228m)
37 |What is Australia's longest river Murray—Darling
system?
38 |What ocean is to the east of Australia? [Pacific Ocean
39 |What ocean is to the west? Indian Ocean
40 |What is Australia's nearest neighbour? |Papua New Guinea (to the north)
41 |What is the name of Australia's Parliament House, Canberra
national parliament building?
42 |In what year was Parliament House 1988
opened?
43 |What is the official title of the The King of Australia (represented by the Governor-
Australian head of Parliament? General)
44  |What does the Senate do? Reviews legislation passed by the House of
Representatives; acts as a house of review
45 |What is a referendum in Australia? A public vote to change the Constitution; requires national
majority + majority in 4+ states
46 |What is the Electoral Commission Australian Electoral Commission (AEC)
called?
47 |What is preferential voting? Voters rank candidates in order of preference; helps
ensure winners have majority support
48 |What is the Westminster system? Parliamentary system of government inherited from Britain
49 |What is Separation of Powers? Division of government into legislative, executive, and
judicial branches
50 [What does the Governor-General do? |Represents the King; formally appoints the PM; signs

legislation (Royal Assent)
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51 [What is Medicare? Australia's universal public health insurance system
52 |What does PBS stand for? Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme — subsidised
medications
53 [What is Centrelink? The government agency that delivers social security
payments
54 |What is the Racial Discrimination Act? (1975 federal law making racial discrimination unlawful
55 |What is the Fair Work Act? 2009 law governing workplace rights and conditions
56 |What is the Human Rights The Australian Human Rights Commission — investigates
Commission? discrimination complaints
57 |Name one organisation protecting Fair Work Commission; Australian Human Rights
workers' rights. Commission; union (e.g., ACTU)
58 |What is Legal Aid? Free or low-cost legal assistance for those who cannot
afford a lawyer
59 |What does it mean to be ‘innocent until The legal presumption that a person is not guilty until a
proven guilty'? court finds otherwise
60 [What is the High Court? Australia's highest court; final court of appeal; 7 Justices
61 [(Who appoints the Governor-General? [The King, on the advice of the Prime Minister
62 |What is a 'double dissolution'? When both houses of Parliament are dissolved and a full
election held
63 |How often are federal elections held? |At least every 3 years for the House of Representatives
64 |What is the ACT? Australian Capital Territory — home of Canberra, the
national capital
65 [What are the Northern Territory's two |Darwin and Alice Springs
largest cities?
66 |What is Australia Day The arrival of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove on 26
commemorating? January 1788
67 [(What happened at the Eureka 1854: miners rebelled against colonial authorities at
Stockade? Ballarat; a symbol of democracy
68 [What is the First Fleet? 11 ships that arrived in Sydney Cove in 1788, bringing the
first British settlers and convicts
69 [(What was the Gold Rush? 1851.: discovery of gold in NSW and Victoria; triggered
massive population growth
70 [What is the Snowy Mountains Post-WWII hydroelectric and irrigation project; one of
Scheme? Australia's greatest engineering feats
71 |What is the story of the Waltzing A famous Australian song about a swagman (bush
Matilda? worker) written by Banjo Paterson
72 |Who wrote 'The Man from Snowy Banjo Paterson
River'?
73 |[Name one famous Aboriginal Neville Bonner, Eddie Mabo, Vincent Lingiari, Lowitja

Australian leader.

O'Donoghue
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74 |What is the Torres Strait? The body of water between Australia and Papua New
Guinea; home of Torres Strait Islander peoples
75 |What is Reconciliation Week? 27 May — 3 June; commemorates the 1967 Referendum
and the Mabo decision
76 |(What is NAIDOC Week? Celebrates Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures;
held in July
77 |What is the Commonwealth Coat of  |Australia's formal national symbol featuring a kangaroo,
Arms? emu, shield, and native flora
78 |What is the significance of the number [Represents the 6 states of Australia
6 on the Commonwealth Star?
79 |What is the Union Jack on the The flag of the United Kingdom — represents Australia's
Australian flag? British heritage
80 |What are the stars on the Australian  [The Southern Cross (right) + Commonwealth Star (lower
flag? left)
81 |How many stars in the Southern 5 (four 7-pointed + one 5-pointed)
Cross?
82 [What is the Commonwealth of An association of 54 countries, most of which were
Nations? formerly part of the British Empire
83 [What is ANZUS? A security treaty between Australia, New Zealand, and the
United States (1951)
84 |What is AUKUS? 2021 security partnership between Australia, UK, and
USA for advanced defence technology
85 |What is Five Eyes? An intelligence-sharing alliance: Australia, UK, USA,
Canada, New Zealand
86 [(What is APEC? Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation — 21 economies
including Australia
87 |Who is Australia's closest ally? The United States and the United Kingdom
88 [What currency does Australia use? Australian dollar (AUD)
89 |What language is spoken officially in  [There is no formally designated official language, but
Australia? English is the national language
90 |What religion do most Australians Christianity (though Australia is a secular country with no
identify with? state religion)
91 [What does 'secular' mean in terms of |[The government does not adopt or favour any religion;
Australian government? Section 116 of the Constitution
92 |What is a 'fair go'? The Australian value of giving everyone an equal
opportunity regardless of background
93 |[What does 'mateship' mean? The Australian tradition of friendship, loyalty, and helping
others — especially in tough times
94 |What is a 'larrikin'? A playful Australian term for someone who does not take

themselves too seriously; part of Australian cultural

identity
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95 |What is the role of local government? |Manages local services: rubbish collection, local roads,
parks, development approvals

96 |What is a 'shire'? A type of local government area, common in rural and
regional Australia

97 |What is 'natural justice'? The legal principle that everyone has the right to be heard
before a decision is made against them

98 |What does 'equal before the law' Every person — regardless of background, wealth, or

mean? status — is subject to the same laws

99 |What is a 'swearing in' ceremony? A formal ceremony where officials take an oath of office
(e.g., Prime Minister, ministers, judges)

100 (What is the citizenship ceremony? The formal event where new citizens take the Australian

Citizenship Pledge and receive their certificate
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Five Full Mock Tests

These five mock tests replicate the format and difficulty of the actual Australian Citizenship Test. Each
test contains 20 questions. The real test is 20 questions and you must score at least 75% (15/20) to
pass. Time yourself: you have 45 minutes for each test.

Instructions: Read each question carefully. Select ONE answer (A, B, C, or D). Do not leave any
guestion blank. Check your answers against the Answer Key at the end of each test.

Domain Key — Diagnose Your Weak Areas

Each mock test question covers one of four domains. After completing a test, categorise your wrong
answers by domain to identify where to focus your revision:

Values

responsibilities, freedoms

Domain What It Tests Mock Test 1 If You Struggle Here,
Questions Revise:
[V] Australian Values, rights, Q10, Q15, Q20 Chapter 3 + Values

Masterclass

[H] History

Dates, events, people,
milestones

Q2, Q9, Q16, Q19

Chapter 4 + History
Extended

Law

[G] Government &

Structure, roles, processes

Q14, Q18

Q3, Q4, Q6, Q12, Q13,

Chapter 5 + Government
Extended

Culture

[E] Everyday Life &

Symbols, geography, culture,

economy

Q17

Q1, Q5, Q7, Q8, Q11,

Chapters 6—8 + Rapid-
Fire Facts

Mock Test 1 — 20 Questions

Time allowed: 45 minutes. Answer all 20 questions. Each question has one correct answer. Answers
are at the end of this section.

Q# |Question A B C D

1 What is Australia's Sydney Melbourne Canberra Brisbane
capital city?

2 When did Australia 26 January (1 January 1901 25 April 1915 (1 January 1927
become a federation? (1788

3 Who is the Head of The Prime The Governor-General [The King The President
State of Australia? Minister

4 How many senators 6 8 10 12
does each state have?

5 What is the voting age (16 17 18 21
in Australia?
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6 Which document is the |The Bill of The Constitution The Magna The Westminster
supreme law of Rights Carta Act
Australia?

7 What does the The states of |Australia's location in  {The British The gold rush
Southern Cross on the |Australia the Southern Empire
flag represent? Hemisphere

8 Who was Australia's  |Robert John Curtin Edmund Barton|Alfred Deakin

first Prime Minister? Menzies

9 What is ANZAC Day? |Australia Day [Remembrance of the |Federation Day|The end of WWII

Gallipoli landing (25
April 1915)
10 |What is compulsory for [Paying Serving in the military |[Voting Joining a political
Australian citizens aged|income tax party
18+7?

11 |What is the national Waratah Banksia Golden Wattle [Bottlebrush

flower of Australia?

12  |Which house of The Senate |The House of The Legislative The Cabinet

Parliament does the Representatives Council
government form in?

13 [How many points does |5 6 7 3

the Commonwealth
Star have?
14  |What is Medicare? A private Australia's universal  |A government |A pharmaceutical
health public health system  |pension company
insurance scheme
scheme
15 |Who represents the The Prime The Chief Justice The Governor- [The President of
King in Australia? Minister General the Senate

16 |When is Australia Day? |25 April 26 January 1 January 1 July

17 |What do the colours The Liberal |Australia's national The flag The coat of arms
green and gold and Labor colours
represent? parties

18 |What is the name of Federal Court [Supreme Court High Court Court of Appeal
Australia's highest
court?

19 |What is Reconciliation |27 May —3  |[January 26 — February [July 1-7 November 11-18
Week? June 2

20 |What is a referendum? |A by-election |A vote to change the |A public survey|A Senate hearing

Constitution
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Mock Test 1 — Answer Key

Q1:
C

Q2:
B

Q3:
C

Q4:
D

Q5:
C

QG6:
B

Q7.
B

Q8:
C

Q9:
B

Q10:
C

Q11: |Q12: |Q13: |Q14: |Q15: |Q16: |Q17:

Q18:

Q19:
A

Q20:

[s8]

Mock Test 1 — What This Test Is Really Checking

This test is primarily assessing four areas of frequent confusion: (1) Government structure —
distinguishing the Head of State (King/Governor-General) from the Head of Government (Prime
Minister), and knowing Senate vs House numbers. (2) Key dates — differentiating Australia Day (26
Jan 1788), ANZAC Day (25 Apr 1915), and Federation (1 Jan 1901). (3) National symbols —
Commonwealth Star vs Southern Cross, the 7-pointed star vs 5-star cross. (4) Core obligations of
citizenship — compulsory voting, the citizenship pledge, and the rule of law. If you scored below 15,
identify which of these four areas caused your errors and revisit the relevant chapter.

Hard Mode Analysis: Why the Wrong Options Are Tempting

Understanding why wrong answers are attractive is more valuable than just knowing the right answer.
Here are five questions from Mock Test 1 with detailed wrong-option analysis.

Q# |Question Why the Wrong Options Fool People Correct
Answer
Q3 |Who is the Head of [TRAP: Many choose 'The Governor-General' because GG is [The King
State of Australia? [the most visible Australian representative. But the GG is only |(C)
the REPRESENTATIVE of the Head of State. The King is the
actual Head of State — the GG acts in his name. Others
choose "The Prime Minister' (who is Head of Government, not
State). Others guess 'The President' — Australia has no
President.
Q6 |Which documentis [TRAP: 'The Magna Carta' sounds authoritative and many The
the supreme law of |learners have heard of it — but it is a 13th-century English Constitution
Australia? document, not Australian. 'The Westminster Act' sounds (B)
official but does not exist. 'The Bill of Rights' is US/UK —
Australia has no formal Bill of Rights document. The Australian
Constitution (1901) is the correct answer.
Q13 |How many points  [TRAP: '6' is the most common wrong answer because there |7 (C)
does the are 6 states. But the Commonwealth Star has 7 points: 6 for
Commonwealth Starthe states + 1 extra point for the territories (ACT and NT). This
have? is the single most commonly missed flag question. Write '7 = 6
states + 1 territories' on a flashcard.
Q15 Who represents the [TRAP: 'The Prime Minister' is wrong but tempting because the (Governor-
King in Australia? |PM is the most prominent face of Australian government. 'The (General (C)

Chief Justice' is wrong — the judiciary is a separate branch.

"The President of the Senate’ is a real role but not the King's
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representative. The Governor-General is the King's
representative — this is their primary constitutional function.

Q19

What is
Reconciliation
Week?

TRAP: Many guess dates associated with other

commemorations. January 26 is Australia Day. November 11

is Remembrance Day. July dates are NAIDOC Week.
Reconciliation Week runs from 27 May to 3 June — chosen

because 27 May is the anniversary of the 1967 Referendum

and 3 June is the anniversary of the Mabo decision (1992).
Both are Aboriginal rights milestones.

w

27 May —
June (A)

Mock Test 2 — 20 Questions

Time allowed: 45 minutes. Answer all 20 questions. Each question has one correct answer. Answers
are at the end of this section.

Q# |Question A B C D
1 What ocean liesto  |Pacific Ocean Southern Ocean (Indian Ocean Arctic Ocean
the west of Australia?
2 What is the Mabo A 1992 High Court |A 1967 A 1901 federation |A 1988 apology
decision? ruling recognising [referendum agreement to Aboriginal
native title decision people
3 What is preferential |Voters choose one [Voters rank Votes are counted [Only enrolled
voting? candidate only candidates in proportionally voters can vote
order of
preference
4 How many states are 4 5 6 7
in Australia?
5 Which star on the The Epsilon Crucis The North Star Sirius
Australian flag has 5 [Commonwealth
points? Star
6 Who formally opens [The Prime Minister [The Speaker The Governor- The Chief
Parliament? General Justice
7 What is the role of the|To propose the To review and To appoint the To manage
Senate? budget amend legislation |Governor-General foreign affairs
8 What is the White A tax policy An immigration A housing policy |A rural
Australia Policy? policy that development
restricted non- program
European migrants
9 In which year did 1901 1902 1910 1920

women first vote in
federal elections?
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10 |What is the Eureka |A 1854 miners' A 1901 federation |A 1967 civil rights |A WWII battle
Stockade? rebellion in Ballarat ceremony march

11  |What does 'rule of The government  |All people are Judges can Police enforce
law' mean? makes all decisions |subject to the change the any rule they

same laws equally [Constitution choose

12 |Whatis Australia's  [Koala and Platypus |Kangaroo and Wombat and Dingo and
national animal on the Emu Kookaburra Eagle
Coat of Arms?

13 |What was the Australia became a |Aboriginal The White Women got the
significance of 1967 [republic Australians were |Australia Policy  |vote
referendum? included in the ended

national census

14  \Which Prime Minister John Howard Paul Keating Kevin Rudd Tony Abbott
delivered the formal
apology to the Stolen
Generations?

15 |What are the 3 Federal, State, Legislative, Parliament, King, PM,
branches of Local Executive, Judicial |Cabinet, Courts |Senate
government?

16 |What is the Fair Work |Australia’s tax A workplace A superannuation |A migration
Commission? authority relations tribunal |regulator authority

17 |Whatis a 'bill" in A financial invoice |A proposed law  |A committee A referendum
Parliament? report guestion

18 |What does AEC standAustralian Australian Australian Australian
for? Education Electoral Economic Council [Emissions

Commission Commission Committee

19 |What is terra nullius? [The legal The incorrect claimThe name of A Latin term for
recognition of that Australia was |Australia's first 'federation’
Aboriginal land uninhabited before [constitution
rights 1788

20 |Who was Australia's |Bob Hawke John Howard Robert Menzies |Gough Whitlam
longest-serving Prime
Minister?

Mock Test 2 — Answer Key

QL |Q2: |Q3: [Q4: |Q5: |Q6: [Q7: |Q8: |Q9: |Q10: |Q11l: |Q12: |Q13: |Q1l4: |Q15: |Q16: |Q17: |Q18: |Q19: |Q20:

c A B |[c B |c B B B | B B B C B B B B B C

Mock Test 2 — What This Test Is Really Checking
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This test targets: (1) Aboriginal history — distinguishing the 1967 Referendum from the 2008 Apology,
the Mabo case from the Native Title Act, and the Stolen Generations from other colonial impacts. (2)
Constitutional law — terra nullius, the Eureka Stockade as a democracy symbol, and the White
Australia Policy timeline. (3) Values application — questions about the rule of law, the Racial
Discrimination Act, and the real meaning of ‘equal before the law.' (4) Common confusion points:
preferential voting, the role of the Senate vs House of Representatives, and what the Governor-
General's ceremonial role actually means. A score below 15 here typically means the Aboriginal history
timeline needs more work.

Mock Test 3, 4, 5 — Extended Practice

For Mock Tests 3 through 5, revisit Chapters 1 through 10 and construct your own 20-question tests
using the practice questions provided in each chapter. This active recall technique — generating your
own test from your notes — is one of the most effective study methods proven by educational research.

Suggested approach: After reviewing a chapter, cover the answers and attempt every question in that
chapter. Note any questions you answered incorrectly. Review those topics again, then re-test yourself
one week later. Spaced repetition is highly effective for test preparation.

Mock Test 3 — 20 Questions

Time allowed: 45 minutes. Answer all 20 questions. Each question has one correct answer. Answers
are at the end of this section.

Q# |Question A B C D

1 What is Australia's A republic A constitutional |A theocracy A dictatorship
system of government monarchy
called?

2 Which document The Bill of Rights [The The Australian The Federation
establishes Australia's Westminster  [Constitution Act
system of government? Charter

3 What is the role of the  |Head of State Head of Head of the Head of the
Prime Minister? Government  |Judiciary Military

4 How many members are|76 100 151 180
in the House of
Representatives?

5 Which of these is NOT |Queensland Tasmania Darwin Victoria
an Australian state?

6 What does 'mutual Paying taxes in |Obeying laws |Working for the Living in a
obligation' mean in exchange for only when government specific state
Australian society? government convenient

services
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7 In Australia, people are [Secularism Atheism Multiculturalism Pluralism
free to follow any
religion, or no religion at
all. This is known as:

8 When was the Australian|1788 1854 1901 1927
Constitution drafted?

9 What is the main role of [To make new To advise the [To interpret the To manage
the High Court? laws Prime Minister |Constitution and be |federal elections

the final court of
appeal

10 |Who has the powerto |The Senate The Governor- [The High Court The Opposition
dismiss the Prime General Leader
Minister?

11  |Which group of people |The British The Convicts |Aboriginal and The Chinese
are the original settlers Torres Strait gold miners
inhabitants of Australia? Islander peoples

12  |What is 26 January ANZAC Day Federation Day |Australia Day Reconciliation
known as? Day

13 |How often must federal |Every 2 years Every 3 years |[Every 4 years Every 5 years
elections be held in (at minimum)

Australia?

14  What is the minimum 50% (10/20) 60% (12/20) 75% (15/20) 100% (20/20)
passing score on the
citizenship test?

15 |Which of these is a Paying a Serving in the |[Enrolling to vote Attending
responsibility of citizenship fee  |military every |and voting in citizenship
Australian citizens? annually year elections classes

16 |What is the purpose of [To propose the ([To actas a To appoint the To manage
the Senate? annual budget  |house of review|Prime Minister foreign policy

for legislation

17 |What is the Australian |The body that The body that [The court that The department
Electoral Commission |manages federal [reviews tax handles electoral that issues
(AEC)? elections returns fraud passports

18 |In what year did 1901 1927 1962 1967
Aboriginal Australians
gain the right to vote in
federal elections?

19 |What is the term for the |Judicial Rule of law Natural justice Separation of
principle that all people |independence powers

are equal before the
law?
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20 |What are the national |Red and blue Blue and white |Green and gold Yellow and
colours of Australia? black

Mock Test 3 — Answer Key

QL Q2 IQ3: |Q4: Q5 [Q6: [Q7: |Q8: |Q9: [Q10: |Q11: |Q12: |Q13: |Q14: |Q15: [Q16: |Q17: |Q18: |Q19: |Q20:

B [c B c c A |A |c [c B C C B C C B A C B C

Mock Test 3 — What This Test Is Really Checking

This test focuses on: (1) State vs federal power — which services belong to which level of government
(defence/immigration = federal; schools/police = state; rubbish = local). (2) Constitutional monarchy —
understanding that Australia is not a republic, and what a constitutional monarchy actually means for
day-to-day government. (3) Voting mechanics — compulsory voting age (18), the AEC, and what
happens if you do not vote. (4) Values scenarios — recognising that cultural background does not
modify legal obligations in Australia. A low score here usually points to confusion between state and
federal responsibilities.

Mock Test 4 — 20 Questions

Time allowed: 45 minutes. Answer all 20 questions. Each question has one correct answer. Answers
are at the end of this section.

Australia?

garbage collection
and local roads

Q# |Question A B C D

1 What is the name of (God Save the [Waltzing Matilda Advance Australia |Land of Hope
Australia's national [King Fair and Glory
anthem?

2 Australia is Everyone must |People from many Only certain The
described as a speak the backgrounds live cultures are government
‘'multicultural’ same language [together with equal officially recognised|chooses which
society. What does rights cultures are
this mean? acceptable

3 Which of these is an|Writing a letter [Threatening someone [Publishing false Encouraging
example of freedom fto your MP with violence information about a|others to break
of speech in about a law you person the law
Australia? disagree with

4 What is the role of [Making federal [Managing defence and |Providing local Collecting
local councils in laws foreign affairs services like income tax
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5 How many stars 4 5 6 7
appear on the
Australian flag?

6 What is the Stolen [Convicts sent |Aboriginal and Torres |Children of gold POWSs from
Generations? to Australia Strait Islander children [rush miners World War I

from Britain forcibly removed from |separated from
their families by parents
government policy

7 What is a A parliament |A parliament with two |A parliament led by |A parliament
'bicameral’ with only one  |houses (e.g. Senate + [two Prime Ministersithat meets
parliament? house House of twice a year

Representatives)

8 Which of these is  |Defence Immigration Rubbish collection [Social security
NOT a responsibility
of the federal
government?

9 What is the It was the first (It was used at the It represents It is the flag of
significance of the |Australian flag |[Eureka Stockade and is|Australian forces in |Victoria
Eureka Flag? a symbol of workers'  (WWI

rights and democracy

10 |What does 'terra Latin for Latin for 'nobody's Latin for 'first fleet'; |Latin for 'gold
nullius' mean and [federation’; land'; used to wrongly [the name of the land'; used
why is it significant? jused to unite  |justify British first ships to during the gold

the states settlement; overturned |Australia rush
by Mabo case 1992

11 [The Governor- Running day- [The ceremonial Head [The head ofthe  [The leader of
General's role is to-day of State who actson  |military the opposition
best described as: |government  [the Prime Minister's

advice

12  |What does the The Southern [The states and The British ANZAC soldiers
Commonwealth Star|Cross territories of Australia |monarchy
(large star on
Australian flag)
represent?

13 |What happened on [Captain Cook ([The First Fleet arrived [The six colonies  [The Australian
1 January 1901? [claimed federated to form |Constitution

Australia the Commonwealth\was drafted
of Australia

14  |Which of these is  |Free education [Trial by jury for Universal The right to
guaranteed by the Commonwealth healthcare bear arms

Australian
Constitution?

offences and freedom
of religion
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15 |Whatis a 'hung A parliament  |A parliament that has |A parliament that |A parliament

parliament'? where no party |been dissolved has been that meets for
has a majority dismissed by the  |more than a
Governor-General |year

16  |Which Prime Robert Menzies|John Howard Gough Whitlam Bob Hawke
Minister is
associated with the
phrase 'lt's Time'?

17  |What is the official |English and English and Aboriginal [English (no official [English and
language of the Mandarin languages language is French
Australian defined, but
government? English is used)

18 |What is Australia's |Christianity is [Islam is the state Australia is a The Governor-
approach to religion fthe state religion secular country General
in government? religion with no state chooses the

religion state religion

19 |What does it mean [States are Different government |Each state has its |Political parties
that Australia has a [separate from [functions are handled |own constitution |are separate
'separation of the federal by different institutions from
powers'? government (Parliament, Executive, government

Courts)
20 |What is the It is Australia's |It is Australia's national It is found only in  |It was brought

significance of the

national tree

flower and symbol

the Northern

to Australia by

Wattle (Golden and appears on Territory the First Fleet
Wattle)? the Coat of
Arms
Mock Test 4 — Answer Key
QL |Q2: |Q3: [Q4: |Q5: |Q6: [Q7: |Q8: |Q9: |Q10: |Q11l: |Q12: |Q13: |Q1l4: |Q15: |Q16: |Q17: |Q18: |Q19: |Q20:
c B A |c c B B [c B B B B C B A C C C B B

Mock Test 4 — What This Test Is Really Checking

This test particularly assesses: (1) Flag knowledge — the Union Jack (British heritage), Commonwealth
Star (7 points = 6 states + territories), Southern Cross (Southern Hemisphere location). (2) The 1975
Constitutional Crisis — why Whitlam was dismissed, what a double dissolution is, and the Governor-
General's reserve powers. (3) Referendum mechanics — the requirement for national majority plus
majority in at least 4 of 6 states. (4) Multiculturalism — what it means, what it does not mean, and the
legal framework that supports it. Questions about the Stolen Generations, the White Australia Policy,
and cultural diversity frequently appear in the same test set.
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Mock Test 5 — 20 Questions

Time allowed: 45 minutes. Answer all 20 questions. Each question has one correct answer. Answers
are at the end of this section.

Q# |Question A B @ D

1 What is Voting is All citizens aged Only property owners|Voting is
‘compulsory voting'lencouraged but {18+ must enrol and |must vote required only in
in Australia? not required vote or face a fine state elections

2 What is the name |[NHS Medibank Plus Medicare HealthCover
of Australia's Australia
publicly funded
health system?

3 The Australian An Act of The Prime A referendum The Governor-
Constitution can  |Parliament alone [Minister's decision |requiring a national |General's
only be changed majority plus majority |signature
by: in at least 4 states

4 What does Police can detain |A person is Guilt is decided by a |Only citizens
'innocent until anyone they assumed not guilty |majority vote have the right to
proven guilty’' suspect until a court decides a fair trial
mean in the otherwise
Australian legal
system?

5 Which of the Competition Loyalty, friendship, [Respecting authority (Individual
following best between and helping others, |above all else success over
describes individuals especially in community
'mateship’ as an hardship
Australian value?

6 What is the role of [To manage To advise the To be the final court [To prosecute
the High Court of |immigration Governor-General |of appeal and criminals on
Australia? applications interpret the behalf of the

Constitution government

7 What does ANZAC |Australian and  |Australian and New |Australian Naval and |Allied Nations

stand for? New Zealand Zealand Army Air Combat Zone of Allied
Armed Corps Corps Command

8 In Australia, which |Federal State and territory |Local councils Private
level of government only [governments, with organisations
government is federal funding only
responsible for support
schools?

9 What was the main|Aboriginal people [The CommonwealthlAboriginal land rights [The White

outcome of the

1967 Referendum?

got the vote for
the first time

could make laws for
Aboriginal people

were legally
recognised

Australia Policy
ended
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and count them in

the census

10 |What s the A scheme to A government A private health A national drug
Pharmaceutical  jallow subsidy that makes |insurance scheme  [testing program
Benefits Scheme |pharmaceutical |medicines more
(PBS)? companies to affordable for

operate in Australians
Australia

11  What year did 1984 2001 2010 2021
Australia last
change its national
anthem?

12  |Which of these Magistrates Court|District Court — Supreme Court —»  [High Court —
correctly describes |— District Court |Magistrates Court |District Court — Supreme Court
the order of courts |- Supreme — High Court —  |Magistrates Court — |— District Court
from lowest to Court — High Supreme Court High Court — Magistrates
highest? Court Court

13 |Whatis Voters choose  |Voters rank \Votes are given to  |Voters with more
'preferential only their first candidates in order |preferred parties onlyjeducation get
voting'? preference of preference; this additional votes

helps ensure
winners have broad
support

14 \Who formally The Senate The Australian The Governor- The High Court
appoints the Prime people directly General, by
Minister of convention
Australia? appointing the leader

of the party with a
majority in the House
of Representatives

15 |Whatis the main |Permanent Citizens can vote, |[Citizens mustpay [Thereis no
difference between|residents can hold an Australian |more tax practical
a citizen and a vote; citizens passport, and serve difference
permanent cannot on a jury;
resident in permanent
Australia? residents cannot

16  |Which of these is a|The government |Citizens should Only the wealthy Military
core Australian should make all |participate in should have a say in |leadership
democratic value? |decisions for democratic government should take

citizens processes precedence in
peacetime

17 |What is the Federation Day |Australia Day ANZAC Day — Reconciliation

significance of the

date 25 April?

commemorating the

Day
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Gallipoli landing in
1915
18 |Which of the A tourist on a A permanent A student on a A temporary
following people |visitor visa who [resident who has |student visa who has|work visa holder
would typically be |has beenin lived in Australia for [lived in Australia for who has never
eligible to apply for |Australia for 3 4 years including 12|2 years held permanent
Australian months months as a residency
citizenship? permanent resident
19 |Whatis the To promise to To formally commit [To promise never to [To declare a
purpose of the pay taxes to Australia's values|leave Australia religious faith
citizenship pledge? and uphold its laws
and democratic
principles
20  What is the name [The Australian  |[Our Common Bond |Australian The Federation
of Australia's Handbook Citizenship: Our Guide
official study Common Bond
resource for the
citizenship test?

Mock Test 5 — Answer Key

QL:
B

Q2:
C

Q3:
C

Q4:
B

Q6

Q5:
B |C

L |QT:
B

Q8:
B

Q9:
B

Q10
B

Q11 [Q12: [Q13:

Q14

Q15 [Q16: Q17

Q18: [Q19: [Q20:

Mock Test 5 — What This Test Is Really Checking

This test focuses on: (1) Citizenship vs permanent residency — the key legal differences (voting,
passport, jury service, deportation immunity, sponsorship). (2) The citizenship journey — eligibility, the
test format, the ceremony, and the pledge. (3) Rights and responsibilities — the PBS, Medicare,
Centrelink, jury service, and the obligation to vote. (4) Nuanced values — the difference between
tolerance (required by law) and agreement (not required), freedom of religion and its limits, and the
meaning of the citizenship pledge word by word. A low score here typically indicates gaps in knowledge
of the citizenship process itself — the very process you are undertaking.
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Frequently Asked Questions: The Citizenship Test
and Ceremony

About the Test

How many questions are on the test?

The Australian Citizenship Test contains 20 questions. You must answer at least 15 correctly (75%) to
pass.

How long do | have?
You have 45 minutes to complete the test.

Is the test multiple choice?
Yes. Each question has four options (A, B, C, D). You must select one correct answer.

Can | take the test online?

The test is administered at a Department of Home Affairs office on a computer. It is not available as an
unsupervised online test. However, the official Australian Citizenship Practice Test is available on the
Home Affairs website for preparation.

What happens if | fail?

You may sit the test again. There is no limit to the number of attempts, but you must book a new
appointment.

Is there a study guide?

Yes. The official study resource is 'Australian Citizenship: Our Common Bond', available free on the
Home Affairs website. This book is based on that resource.

What topics are tested?

The test covers: Australia's history, government and law, Australian values, and everyday life in
Australia.

Is the test in English only?

Yes. The test is conducted in English. However, an interpreter may be provided in certain limited
circumstances — contact the Department of Home Affairs.

What identification do | need to bring?

You must bring your original passport and any documents requested in your appointment letter.

Can | use notes or a phone?
No. The test is closed book. No notes, books, or electronic devices are permitted.
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About the Citizenship Process

Who is eligible to apply for Australian citizenship?

Generally, you must be a permanent resident, have lived in Australia for at least 4 years (including 12
months as a permanent resident), meet the identity requirements, be of good character, and intend to
live in or maintain a close and continuing association with Australia.

Are there any exemptions from the citizenship test?

Yes. People aged 60 and over, people with certain physical or cognitive impairments, and people who
have been permanent residents for 15+ years may be exempt. Contact the Department of Home Affairs
for advice.

Do children need to sit the test?
Children under 18 are generally included in a parent's application and do not need to sit the test.

What happens after | pass the test?

You will be invited to attend a citizenship ceremony, where you will make the Australian Citizenship
Pledge and receive your citizenship certificate.

What is the citizenship pledge?

The pledge is a formal commitment to Australia. It can be made as an Oath (referencing God) or an
Affirmation (secular). Both are equally valid.

How long does the citizenship process take?

Processing times vary. Check the current estimated processing time on the Department of Home
Affairs website, as times change based on application volumes.

Can | hold dual citizenship?

Australia permits dual citizenship. However, your other country's laws also apply — check whether your
home country permits it.

What happens at the citizenship ceremony?

You attend a formal ceremony hosted by your local council or a government representative. You make
the citizenship pledge, receive your certificate, and may be presented with a small Australian tree to
plant.

What do | receive at the ceremony?

An Australian citizenship certificate, a copy of the citizenship pledge, and sometimes a small gift or
commemorative item from your local council.

Can | apply for an Australian passport after the ceremony?

Yes. Once you have your citizenship certificate, you can apply for an Australian passport. This is one of
the most significant benefits of Australian citizenship.
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Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

After helping thousands of applicants prepare for the Australian Citizenship Test, the following mistakes
appear repeatedly. Understanding why these answers are wrong is just as important as knowing the
right answer.

Mistake 1: Confusing the Head of State with the Head of
Government

Many applicants answer 'the Prime Minister' when asked about the Head of State. The Head of State is
the King of Australia, represented in Australia by the Governor-General. The Prime Minister is the Head
of Government — meaning the leader responsible for day-to-day running of the country. The Governor-
General's role is largely ceremonial but includes formally appointing the Prime Minister, opening
Parliament, and granting Royal Assent to legislation.

Memory tip: State = The King/Governor-General (ceremonial). Government = Prime Minister (runs the
country day-to-day).

Mistake 2: Thinking Australia Day Celebrates Federation

Australia Day (26 January) marks the arrival of the First Fleet at Sydney Cove in 1788 — not
Federation. Federation occurred on 1 January 1901, when the six colonies united to form the
Commonwealth of Australia. ANZAC Day (25 April) commemorates the Gallipoli landing in 1915. These
three dates are frequently confused in test questions.

Date Event What it Commemorates
26 January |Australia Day Arrival of First Fleet at Sydney Cove, 1788
25 April ANZAC Day ANZAC landing at Gallipoli, 25 April 1915

1 January New Year / Federation Day (not officially |Federation of Australia, 1 January 1901
celebrated)

27 May —3  |Reconciliation Week 1967 Referendum (27 May) + Mabo decision
June (3 June 1992)

Mistake 3: Misidentifying the Senate's Role

Applicants sometimes think the Prime Minister is chosen by the Senate or that the Senate proposes the
federal budget. Both are wrong. The Prime Minister is the leader of the party (or coalition) that
commands a majority in the House of Representatives, not the Senate. The Senate is a 'house of
review' — it scrutinises and amends legislation passed by the House but does not initiate money bills
(budget).
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Mistake 4. Confusing 1967 Referendum with the Apology

Two landmark events for Aboriginal Australians are frequently confused. The 1967 Referendum (27
May) allowed the Commonwealth to make laws for Aboriginal Australians and include them in the
national census. The formal Apology to the Stolen Generations was delivered by Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd on 13 February 2008. These are separate events, decades apart.

Mistake 5: Thinking Voting is Optional

Australia has compulsory voting. All citizens aged 18 and over must enrol on the electoral roll and vote
in federal elections. Failure to vote without a valid reason results in a fine. This applies to federal
elections — state and local elections also have compulsory voting in most jurisdictions. Many
applicants from countries without compulsory voting are surprised by this.

Mistake 6: Believing Australia has an Official Religion

Australia has no state religion. Section 116 of the Constitution prohibits the Commonwealth from
establishing a religion, requiring religious observance, or imposing religious tests for public office.
Australia is officially secular. People are free to practise any religion, or none at all. This is a common
trap question — 'Christianity is Australia's official religion' is always a wrong answer.

Mistake 7. Confusing the Commonwealth Star with the Southern
Cross

The Australian flag has two distinct elements: the Commonwealth Star (large 7-pointed star below the
Union Jack) and the Southern Cross (five stars on the right side). The Commonwealth Star represents
the 6 states (6 points) plus the territories (1 point) = 7 points. The Southern Cross represents Australia's
location in the Southern Hemisphere. Know both — test questions ask about each separately.

Mistake 8. Getting the Number of Senators Wrong

There are 76 Senators in total: 12 for each of the 6 states (72) plus 2 for each of the 2 mainland
territories — the ACT and NT (4) = 76 total. Senators serve 6-year terms (staggered so half face
election every 3 years for states). Territory senators serve 3-year terms aligned with House elections.

Mistake 9: Assuming Rights are Absolute

Australian rights come with responsibilities and limits. Freedom of speech does not include the right to
vilify others based on race or religion (Racial Hatred Act 1995). Freedom of association does not
include joining organisations that plan violence. Rights exist within the framework of the rule of law —
you cannot exercise a right in a way that breaks Australian law.
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Mistake 10: Confusing Permanent Residents and Citizens

Permanent residents can live and work in Australia indefinitely, access Medicare, and use public
services. However, they cannot vote in federal elections, cannot hold an Australian passport, are not
automatically entitled to serve on a jury, and may not be able to sponsor certain family members as
easily as citizens. Citizenship is the highest status and comes with the full suite of rights and
responsibilities.
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State and Territory Reference Guide

Australia has six states and two mainland territories. Understanding the differences between them —
their capitals, nicknames, and key facts — is useful for citizenship test preparation.

State/Territory

Capital |Abbreviation

Known For

New South Wales Sydney |NSW Most populous state; Sydney Opera House; harbour;
Blue Mountains

Victoria MelbourneVIC Arts, coffee culture; MCG; Eureka Stockade
(Ballarat); Great Ocean Road

Queensland Brisbane QLD Tropical climate; Great Barrier Reef; Gold Coast;

Sunshine State

South Australia Adelaide [SA Wine regions (Barossa); festivals; Festival State;
driest mainland state

Western Australia Perth WA Largest state by area; mining; most remote capital
city; Kimberley region

Tasmania Hobart [TAS Island state; wilderness; oldest European buildings;
Apple Isle

Northern Territory Darwin  [NT Uluru; Aboriginal cultural sites; Kakadu; tropical north

Territory

Australian Capital

Canberra |ACT

Federal capital; Parliament House; Australian War
Memorial; national institutions

State Flags and Their Symbols

Each Australian state has its own flag. While the full details of each state flag are not tested in the
citizenship test, knowing Australia's national flag in detail is essential.

The Australian national flag has three main elements:

16. The Union Jack (top left) — representing Australia's British heritage

17. The Commonwealth Star (bottom left, 7 points) — representing the 6 states plus territories

18. The Southern Cross (right side, 5 stars) — representing Australia's location in the Southern
Hemisphere

Major Australian Cities: Key Facts

City State/Territory [Notable Fact

Sydney NSW Largest city; Sydney Harbour Bridge; Opera House; 2000 Olympics
Melbourne |VIC Second largest; cultural capital; AFL heartland; café culture
Brisbane |QLD Third largest; subtropical; 2032 Olympics host

Perth WA Most isolated major city; fastest-growing capital; Indian Ocean coast
Adelaide [SA City of churches; wine capital; planned grid layout
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Canberra |ACT Capital city; purpose-built; Parliament House; Lake Burley Griffin

Hobart TAS Oldest capital after Sydney; MONA museum; Antarctic research base
Darwin NT Tropical capital; closest to Asia; bombed during WWII in 1942

Gold Coast|QLD Tourist city; Surfers Paradise; theme parks; surfing beaches

Newcastle [NSW Industrial history; second largest city in NSW; Hunter Valley wines nearby
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Proven Study Strategies for the Citizenship Test

Passing the Australian Citizenship Test is not just about reading — it is about retaining and retrieving
specific facts under test conditions. This chapter outlines evidence-based study strategies used by
successful applicants.

Strategy 1. Active Recall Over Passive Reading

Reading a fact once is not the same as knowing it. Active recall means testing yourself — covering the
answer and trying to produce it from memory. Research shows active recall produces up to 50% better
retention than re-reading. Use the Rapid-Fire Q&As in this book for active recall practice: cover the
answer column, read the question, say the answer aloud, then check.

Strategy 2: Spaced Repetition

Spaced repetition means reviewing material at increasing intervals: review after 1 day, then 3 days,
then 1 week, then 2 weeks. Each time you successfully recall a fact, the interval increases. Flashcard
apps like Anki implement spaced repetition automatically. Create a flashcard for every fact you find
difficult. Focus your time on the cards you keep getting wrong.

Strategy 3: The Feynman Technique

Choose a concept (for example, 'the separation of powers"). Write an explanation as if you were
teaching it to someone who knew nothing about it. Where your explanation breaks down or becomes
vague, that reveals gaps in your knowledge. Return to the source material, fill the gaps, and repeat.

Strategy 4. Use the Official Resource

The official study resource is 'Australian Citizenship: Our Common Bond', published by the Department
of Home Affairs. It is available free at immi.homeaffairs.gov.au. The citizenship test draws its questions
directly from this resource. This book is designed to supplement, not replace, the official resource —
use both together.

Strategy 5: Practice Under Test Conditions

The five full mock tests in this book are designed to simulate real test conditions. When practising: sit at
a desk with no distractions, set a 45-minute timer, do not use notes, answer all 20 questions before
checking answers. Score yourself and identify which topic areas you need to review. A score of 18-20
on a practice test suggests strong readiness.

Strategy 6: Focus on High-Frequency Topics

Analysis of citizenship test questions reveals that certain topics appear in almost every test. Memorise
these with priority:
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+ Key dates: 26 January (Australia Day / First Fleet 1788), 25 April (ANZAC Day 1915), 1 January
1901 (Federation)

» Government structure: Head of State (King/GG), Head of Government (PM), Senate (76),
House of Reps (151)

» Australian values: rule of law, equal rights, freedom of speech and religion, a fair go, democracy

» Aboriginal history: 1967 Referendum, Mabo case 1992, Stolen Generations, 2008 Apology

* Flags and symbols: Commonwealth Star (7 points), Southern Cross (5 stars), national anthem,
national flower

» Compulsory voting: yes, for citizens 18+; enrolment is also mandatory

Strategy 7: Group Study with Other Applicants

If you know others preparing for the citizenship test, study together. Take turns asking each other
guestions from this book. Group study creates social accountability, exposes you to questions you
might not have thought to ask yourself, and makes the study process more engaging.

Strategy 8: On the Day of the Test

Arrive at the Department of Home Affairs office at least 15 minutes early. Bring your passport and all
requested documents. Read each question carefully — some questions are deliberately worded to test
whether you can identify the MOST CORRECT answer rather than just a correct answer. Trust your
preparation. Most applicants who study consistently pass on their first attempt.

Post-Test: Your Path to Citizenship

After passing the test, you will be invited to a citizenship ceremony hosted by your local council or a
federal government representative. At the ceremony, you will make the Australian Citizenship Pledge
— either as an Oath (referencing God) or as an Affirmation (secular). Both are equally valid and legally
binding. You will then receive your Australian Citizenship Certificate.

Once you are a citizen, you can apply for an Australian passport, vote in federal elections, serve on a
jury, and sponsor certain family members for permanent residency. Most importantly, you will have full
and permanent membership in the Australian community.

Congratulations in advance. Becoming an Australian citizen is one of the most significant steps you will
take. The fact that you are preparing carefully shows your commitment to this country and to its values.
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Topic Mastery: Deep Explanations for Every Test
Area

This chapter goes beyond facts and definitions — it explains the WHY behind Australia's laws, values,
and history. Understanding the reasoning helps you answer unexpected or differently-worded questions
with confidence.

Topic 1: Why Australia Values Democracy

Australia's commitment to democracy is not simply a matter of tradition — it reflects a deliberate choice
made at Federation in 1901. The founders of Australia had studied the strengths and weaknesses of
democracies around the world, particularly the United States, and designed a system that combined the
British Westminster model with federal elements.

Key principle: In a democracy, the government derives its authority from the people. Elections give
citizens the power to remove governments they are dissatisfied with — peacefully, without revolution or
violence. This is the 'democratic mandate.' When Australians vote, they are not just choosing leaders;
they are affirming that political power belongs to the people.

Why compulsory voting? Australia introduced compulsory voting in 1924 after voter turnout fell to 59%
in the 1922 federal election. The argument for compulsory voting is that a government elected by only a
fraction of citizens has a weaker democratic mandate. With compulsory voting, Australian governments
are typically elected by 90%-+ of enrolled voters — giving them genuine majority legitimacy.

Test application: Questions about 'why voting is compulsory' or 'what makes Australia a democracy'
should focus on patrticipation, majority mandate, and the peaceful transfer of power.

Topic 2: The Three Levels of Government — Why Three?

Australia has federal (national), state/territory, and local government. This three-tier system was
created because the six colonies had their own laws, institutions, and identities before Federation. They
were willing to unite into a nation, but only if they retained control over matters of local concern.

The Australian Constitution gives specific powers to the federal government (Section 51 — known as
the 'legislative powers' list). These include defence, immigration, customs, currency, and external
affairs. Matters not listed belong to the states. In cases of conflict, federal law overrides state law
(Section 109).

Local government — councils — exists under state law, not the Constitution. This means the federal
government has no constitutional obligation to fund or maintain local councils, though it does so in
practice through grants.

Why does this matter for the test? Questions about 'which level of government is responsible for X' are
common. Defence, immigration, social security = Federal. Schools, hospitals (operation), police =
State. Rubbish, local roads, parking = Local council.
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Topic 3: The Rule of Law in Everyday Life

The rule of law is one of Australia's foundational values. It means three things in practice:

First: Everyone is equal before the law, regardless of wealth, status, religion, or background. A Prime
Minister who commits a crime can be prosecuted. A police officer who breaks the law can be charged.
No one is above the law.

Second: Laws must be publicly known and applied consistently. Secret laws or laws applied only to
certain groups are incompatible with the rule of law. This is why Australian laws are publicly available
on databases like legislation.gov.au.

Third: Disputes are resolved by independent courts, not by the government or the powerful. The
judiciary (courts) is separate from the executive (government) and the legislature (Parliament). Judges
cannot be dismissed by the government for making unpopular decisions — this protects judicial
independence.

In practice: If you believe your rights have been violated, you can seek redress through the courts. If
the government makes a decision affecting you, you can challenge it through administrative review
tribunals (AATA). The rule of law gives ordinary people the power to hold institutions accountable.

Topic 4: Australian Values — More Than a Checklist

The official citizenship test resource lists Australian values as: respect for equal worth, dignity, and
freedom of the individual; freedom of speech and association; freedom of religion and secular
government; support for parliamentary democracy and the rule of law; equality under the law; equality
of men and women; a spirit of egalitarianism that embraces tolerance, mutual respect, and compassion;
a commitment to the rule of law; and a 'fair go' for all.

But what do these values mean in practice? 'A fair go' is perhaps the most distinctly Australian value. It
means that everyone deserves an equal opportunity, regardless of background. It is the reason
Australia has anti-discrimination laws, minimum wage protections, free public education, and Medicare
— systems designed to ensure that birth circumstances do not determine life outcomes.

'Egalitarianism' means treating everyone as equal in dignity, even when they are not equal in wealth or
power. In Australian culture, this manifests as a resistance to perceived arrogance or 'tall poppy
syndrome' — the tendency to cut down people who appear to think themselves better than others.

For the test: When a question describes a scenario and asks 'which response best reflects Australian
values?', look for answers that emphasise equal treatment, respect for the law, peaceful resolution, and
tolerance.

Topic 5: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples — A
Deeper Context

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have lived in Australia for more than 65,000 years — one
of the longest continuous cultural traditions on Earth. There are over 500 different Aboriginal language
groups, each with distinct cultures, laws, and relationships to land.

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com Page 124



AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

The British settlement of Australia from 1788 had catastrophic consequences for Indigenous peoples.
Population fell dramatically due to disease, dispossession, and violence. The policy of removing
Aboriginal children from their families — known as the Stolen Generations — continued from the late
19th century into the 1970s in some states. The long-term trauma of these policies affects communities
today.

Key milestones on the path toward recognition and reconciliation:

* 1962: Aboriginal Australians gain the right to vote in federal elections (without the requirement
to be enrolled, which came in 1984)

* 1967: Referendum — Commonwealth gains power to make laws for Aboriginal peoples; they
are counted in the census

» 1972: Aboriginal Tent Embassy established in Canberra — a symbol of the land rights
movement

» 1992: Mabo v Queensland — High Court overturns terra nullius and recognises native title

» 1993: Native Title Act — Parliament legislates the framework for native title claims

» 2008: Prime Minister Kevin Rudd's formal Apology to the Stolen Generations, delivered to
Parliament on 13 February

Topic 6: Immigration and Multiculturalism

Australia is one of the world's most successful multicultural nations. More than 30% of Australians were
born overseas, and nearly half have at least one parent born overseas. Australia has accepted over 7.5
million migrants since 1945. This history shapes Australian identity profoundly.

The White Australia Policy — a set of immigration restrictions designed to limit non-European migration
— was gradually dismantled from 1949 onwards and formally abolished in 1973 by the Whitlam
government. Since then, Australia has accepted migrants from every country in the world on the basis
of skills, family reunification, and humanitarian need.

Australia's multiculturalism policy, formalised in 1989, holds that: all Australians have the right to
express their cultural heritage; all Australians are expected to obey Australian law and embrace
Australia's democratic values; and cultural diversity is a national strength, not a threat.

For citizenship applicants: You are not required to abandon your culture or heritage to become
Australian. You are required to respect Australian law and values, regardless of cultural background.
The citizenship pledge reflects this: it asks for commitment to Australia's democratic values, not cultural
assimilation.

Topic 7: Australia's Federal Structure — How Bills Become Law

Understanding the legislative process is frequently tested. A law begins as a Bill — a proposal
introduced to Parliament. Most Bills are introduced by the Government (the party in power), though
private members' Bills can also be introduced by individual MPs.

Step 1 — Introduction and First Reading: The Bill is tabled. Its title is read aloud. No debate yet.

Step 2 — Second Reading: The sponsoring minister gives a speech explaining the Bill's purpose and
content. General debate begins.
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Step 3 — Committee Stage: The Bill is examined clause by clause. Amendments can be proposed and
voted on.

Step 4 — Third Reading: A final vote on the Bill as a whole. If passed, the Bill goes to the other
chamber.

Step 5 — Other Chamber: The Senate (if the Bill started in the House) repeats the same process. If the
Senate amends the Bill, it returns to the House for consideration of those amendments.

Step 6 — Royal Assent: Once both chambers agree on identical text, the Governor-General signs the
Bill. It becomes an Act of Parliament and is law.

Deadlock mechanism: If the Senate repeatedly rejects a Bill passed by the House, the Governor-
General may dissolve both chambers simultaneously — a 'double dissolution' election. If deadlock
continues after the election, a joint sitting of both chambers can be called to pass the Bill by absolute
majority.

Topic 8: The Judiciary — Courts and Your Rights

Australia's court system exists to resolve disputes and uphold the law. Understanding which court
handles which matters helps explain how justice works in practice.

At the federal level, the most important courts are: the High Court of Australia (7 Justices; final court of
appeal; constitutional matters; cannot be overruled); the Federal Court (civil, corporate, administrative,
and migration matters); and the Federal Circuit and Family Court (family law, migration, and general
federal law for smaller matters).

At the state level, courts handle most criminal and civil matters: Magistrates/Local Courts handle minor
offences and small civil claims (typically up to $100,000). District/County Courts handle serious criminal
matters (except murder/treason) and larger civil claims. Supreme Courts handle the most serious
matters — murder, major civil disputes — and hear appeals from lower courts.

Your rights in the legal system: You have the right to be represented by a lawyer. If you cannot afford
one, Legal Aid provides assistance. You have the right to remain silent (not to incriminate yourself).
You are presumed innocent until proven guilty. You have the right to a fair and public trial by an
impartial judge (and jury for serious criminal matters).

Topic 9: Freedom of Religion in Australia

Section 116 of the Australian Constitution states: 'The Commonwealth shall not make any law for
establishing any religion, or for imposing any religious observance, or for prohibiting the free exercise of
any religion, and no religious test shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust under
the Commonwealth.'

In plain English: The government cannot declare an official religion. The government cannot force you
to practise any religion. The government cannot ban any religion (with limited exceptions for safety). No
government position can require a religious test.

In practice, this means: A Muslim woman cannot be refused a government job because of her faith or
dress. A Hindu employee cannot be forced to eat non-vegetarian food at a government function. An
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atheist can hold any public office. A Sikh man cannot be required to remove his turban as a condition of
employment in a government role (with some narrow security exceptions).

Important nuance: Religious freedom does not override all other laws. Practices that harm others,
violate child protection laws, or constitute fraud cannot be protected by religious freedom claims. The
law applies equally to all faiths.

Topic 10: The Citizenship Journey — From Application to
Certificate

The path to Australian citizenship typically involves these stages for most applicants under the general
eligibility pathway:

Stage 1 — Eligibility Check: Confirm you have been a permanent resident for at least 4 years, including
12 months as a permanent resident (hot temporary). You must have been physically present in
Australia for at least 4 years in the last 8 years (counting from the date you apply). Exceptions apply for
certain categories.

Stage 2 — Character Requirements: You must be of good character. The Department of Home Affairs
will check your criminal history. Serious criminal convictions can result in refusal of citizenship. You
must disclose all criminal history in your application.

Stage 3 — Application Lodgement: Lodge your application online at immi.homeaffairs.gov.au with all
required documents. Pay the application fee (confirm current fee on the Home Affairs website — fees
are updated periodically).

Stage 4 — Citizenship Test: You will be invited to sit the citizenship test at a Home Affairs office. You
must bring original identity documents. The test is 20 questions and takes up to 45 minutes. Minimum
pass mark is 75% (15/20).

Stage 5 — Citizenship Ceremony: After approval, you will be invited to a citizenship ceremony held by
your local council or a federal representative. Ceremonies typically occur within 3—6 months of
approval.

Stage 6 — Taking the Pledge: At the ceremony, you take the Australian Citizenship Pledge (Oath or
Affirmation). You receive your citizenship certificate. You are now an Australian citizen.

After citizenship: Apply for your Australian passport (typically processed within 2—3 weeks for standard
service). Update your electoral enrolment (within 8 weeks of citizenship). You can now sponsor certain
family members as a citizen rather than permanent resident.
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Bonus: 60 Advanced Practice Questions

These additional practice questions cover topics that appear in the citizenship test but are less
frequently included in standard practice resources. They focus on nuance, application of values, and
scenarios designed to test deeper understanding.

Section A: Australian Government — Advanced

Q |Question Options Answer
1  What is the term for the formal A) A referendum B) A double dissolution C) An C
process of dissolving Parliament |election writ D) A prorogation
and calling an election?
2  |Which section of the Australian A) Section 1 B) Section 51 C) Section 116 D) B
Constitution lists the legislative Section 109
powers of the Commonwealth
Parliament?
3  |What happens when federal and  |A) State law prevails B) The Governor-General C
state laws conflict? decides C) Federal law prevails under Section 109
D) Both laws apply equally
4 |How are Territory senators different/A) Territory senators have more power B) Territory B
from state senators? senators serve 3-year terms; state senators serve 6-
year terms C) Territory senators cannot vote on
money bills D) Territory senators are appointed, not
elected
5  |What is the role of the Speaker in |A) To lead the government B) To chair proceedings |B
the House of Representatives? and maintain order in the House C) To represent
Australia overseas D) To manage the federal budget
6  |What is a 'private member's bill'?  |A) A bill introduced by the Governor-General B) A billB
introduced by any MP, not just the government C) A
bill relating to private companies D) A bill that is kept
secret until passed
7  |Australia's constitutional monarchy |A) The monarch makes all laws B) The monarchis |B
means: the ceremonial Head of State but Parliament makes
the laws C) Australia is planning to become a
republic D) The monarch appoints all government
ministers
8  |What is the difference between the |A) The executive makes laws; the legislature B

executive and the legislature?

enforces them B) The legislature makes laws; the
executive implements and administers them C) Both
make and enforce laws D) There is no difference in
Australia
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9  |Who can vote in Australian federal |A) All residents aged 18+ B) All citizens and C
elections? permanent residents aged 18+ C) All enrolled
Australian citizens aged 18+ D) All taxpaying
residents
10 |What is the official title of the leader|A) Deputy Prime Minister B) Leader of Her Majesty's |C

of the opposition?

Loyal Opposition C) Leader of the Opposition D)
Shadow Prime Minister

Section B: Australian Values in Practice

Q |Question Options Ans

11 |A neighbour is playing loud |A) Confront them aggressively B) Contact local council or B
music late at night. Whatis |police to report a noise complaint C) Ignore it D) Organise
the most appropriate others to disrupt their property
response consistent with
Australian values?

12 |Your employer pays men A) Acceptable if the employer has a business reason B) A |C
more than women for the matter of private negotiation C) Unlawful under Australian
same work. This is: anti-discrimination law D) Only unlawful in government

jobs

13 |A person is accused of a A) They are guilty unless proven innocent B) They are B
crime. Which Australian presumed innocent until proven guilty in court C) Police
principle applies before they |may detain them indefinitely pending trial D) Their
are found guilty? employer may dismiss them immediately

14 |You witness what appears to |A) Do not intervene — it is a private matter B) Contact B
be domestic violence in a police immediately — domestic violence is a crime in
public place. What should you|Australia C) Wait to see if it happens again D) Talk to the
do? victim privately but do not contact police

15 |An Australian employer tells a|A) Legal — pregnancy is a business inconvenience B) B
job applicant she won't be lllegal under the Sex Discrimination Act 1984 C) Legal if
hired because she's pregnant.ithe employer can prove the role requires physical labour
This is: D) Only illegal in the public sector

16 |A person holds religious A) Follow their religious beliefs above Australian law B) |C
beliefs that conflict with Seek an exemption from the relevant law C) Obey
Australian law. They must:  |Australian law — it applies to all people regardless of

religious belief D) Leave Australia if their religion requires
them to break Australian law

17 |Freedom of speech in A) You can say anything without legal consequence B) B

Australia means:

You can express opinions freely, within limits set by law
(e.g. racial vilification laws) C) The government cannot
listen to or monitor communications D) Media
organisations must publish all opinions submitted to them

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com

Page 129




AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

18 |Which of these best illustrates|A) Everyone earns the same wage regardless of effort B) B

'a fair go' in practice? Policies that give everyone an equal opportunity,
regardless of background C) Free housing for all new
immigrants D) Government jobs reserved for people born
in Australia

19 |A new Australian citizen A) Inconsistent with becoming Australian B) Acceptable, |B
continues to follow the as long as those customs comply with Australian law C)
cultural customs of their home|Only acceptable if those customs are not publicly displayed
country. This is: D) Grounds for citizenship cancellation

20 [What should you do if you A) Ignore it and comply B) Use legal channels: appealto |B
disagree with a government [the relevant tribunal, contact your MP, seek legal advice
decision that affects you? C) Organise a boycott of the next election D) Seek help

from a foreign government

Section C: History and Culture

Q |Question Options Ans

21 |Who was the first European |A) Captain James Cook B) Abel Tasman C) Willem C
explorer to make documented |Janszoon D) Arthur Phillip
contact with Australia?

22 |In what year did Captain A) 1606 B) 1770 C) 1788 D) 1801 B
James Cook claim eastern
Australia for Britain?

23 |What was the name of the first |A) Edmund Barton B) John Macarthur C) Arthur Phillip |C
British Governor of New South [D) William Bligh
Wales?

24 |[The Snowy Mountains A) Drinking water for Sydney B) Hydroelectric power and B
Scheme, completed in 1974, |irrigation water C) Railway connections between states
primarily provided: D) Mining infrastructure in the Snowy Mountains

25 |Which Australian Prime A) Robert Menzies B) Harold Holt C) John Gorton D) B
Minister disappeared while John McEwen
swimming at Cheviot Beach,

Victoria, in 19677
26 |[What was the significance of |A) Australia's first immigration policy B) Australia's B
the Colombo Plan (1951)? commitment to economic and technical assistance to
developing nations in Asia C) The treaty that established
ANZUS D) Australia's first free trade agreement
27 [The Melbourne Cricket Ground|A) The 1956 Summer Olympics B) The 1962 D

(MCG) hosted which major
international event?

Commonwealth Games C) The 2000 Summer Olympics
D) Both A and B
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28 |Who designed the Sydney A) Robin Boyd B) Walter Burley Griffin C) Jorn Utzon D) |C
Opera House? Harry Seidler
29 [The city of Canberra was A) Arthur Phillip B) Walter Burley Griffin and Marion B
designed by: Mahony Griffin C) Edmund Barton D) Robert Menzies
30 |Australia’s first national park, |A) Melbourne B) Sydney C) Brisbane D) Perth B
established in 1879, is located
near:
Section D: Rights, Law, and Citizenship
Q |Question Options Ans
31 [What is the Racial A) Australians from being criticised based on their politics |B
Discrimination Act 1975 B) All people in Australia from discrimination and racial
designed to protect? vilification C) Only Aboriginal Australians from
discrimination D) Only Australian citizens, not permanent
residents
32 |What is the Australian A) A court that punishes discrimination B) An independent B
Human Rights Commission? [statutory body that investigates complaints of discrimination
and promotes human rights C) A government department
that writes human rights laws D) A United Nations body
based in Australia
33 |What does it mean to 'serve |A) To work as a court official B) To be selected as a B
on a jury'? member of the public to hear evidence and reach a verdict
in a trial C) To provide character evidence for a defendant
D) To observe court proceedings as a citizen monitor
34 |What is the minimum age for|A) 10 years B) 12 years C) 14 years D) 16 years A
criminal responsibility in
Australia (federal law)?
35 [What is 'natural justice'in ~ |A) The principle that nature's laws override human laws B) B
the Australian legal system? [The principle that decisions affecting a person must be
made fairly, with the person given a chance to be heard C)
The right to live in a natural environment D) The principle
that environmental law overrides commercial law
36 |Can Australian citizenship  |A) No, once granted it is permanent B) Yes, in cases of B
be cancelled? fraud, national security threats, or conviction of serious
offences while holding dual citizenship C) Yes, if the person
fails to vote in 3 consecutive elections D) Yes, if the person
leaves Australia for more than 5 years
37 |What is the difference A) Civil cases involve the government; criminal cases B

between a civil case and a
criminal case in Australia?

involve private parties B) Criminal cases involve offences
against the state (crimes); civil cases involve disputes
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between private parties C) Civil cases are heard by juries;
criminal cases are not D) There is no practical difference

38 [What agency is responsible |A) Australian Taxation Office B) Fair Work Commission C) B
for workplace relations at the|Australian Human Rights Commission D) Department of
federal level? Home Affairs

39 [The principle that judges A) Rule of law B) Separation of powers C) Judicial C
must not be influenced by |independence D) Natural justice
the government when
making decisions is called:

40 |What is the Fair Work A) A union representing government workers B) A federal B
Ombudsman? agency that investigates workplace breaches and educates

employers and employees about their rights C) A private
mediation service D) A division of the Fair Work
Commission

Section E: Geography, Environment, and Economy

Q |Question Options Ans

41 |What is the name of the large |A) Kata Tjuta B) Mount Kosciuszko C) Uluru D) The C
red rock formation in the Olgas
Northern Territory, sacred to
the Anangu people?

42 [The Great Barrier Reef, a A) New South Wales B) Western Australia C) C
UNESCO World Heritage Site, |Queensland D) Northern Territory
is located off the coast of:

43 |What is Australia's primary A) Wool B) Iron ore and coal (minerals) C) Agricultural |B
export by value? products D) Tourism services

44  [Which body of water separates|A) The Coral Sea B) The Indian Ocean C) Bass Strait D)|D
Australia from New Zealand? [The Tasman Sea

45 |Australia's economy is best  |A) A command economy controlled by the government B) |B
described as: A market economy with significant government regulation

and social safety net C) A pure free-market economy with
minimal government intervention D) A mixed economy
based primarily on subsistence agriculture

46 |What is the Reserve Bank of |A) Collecting income tax B) Managing monetary policy, |B
Australia (RBA) responsible |including setting interest rates C) Regulating banks on
for? behalf of depositors D) Issuing government bonds

47 |Australia's largest trading A) The United States B) Japan C) China D) The United |C
partner (by two-way trade) is: |Kingdom

48 |What is the Murray-Darling A) Hydroelectric power generation B) Agriculture —itis |B

Basin primarily used for?

Australia's most important farming region C) Mining of
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coal and iron ore D) Urban water supply for Sydney and
Melbourne

49 What is the name of the hot, |A) The Roaring Forties B) The Willy-Willy C) The C
dry wind that sweeps across |Brickfielder / Northerly D) The Fremantle Doctor
south-eastern Australia, often
bringing dangerous fire
conditions?

50 [How many time zonesdoes |A)2 B)3 C)4 D)5 B
mainland Australia have?

Section F: Symbols, Celebrations, and Culture

Q |Question Options Ans

51 [In what year was 'Advance|A) 1901 B) 1947 C) 1984 D) 2001 C
Australia Fair' officially
adopted as the national
anthem?

52 |[What change was made to|A) The melody was changed B) The second line was B
the Australian national changed from 'for we are young and free' to 'for we are one
anthem in January 2021? [and free' to acknowledge Indigenous Australians C) A third

verse was added D) The anthem was translated into
Indigenous languages

53 [The Australian Coat of A) Koala and Wombat B) Kangaroo and Emu C) Platypus B
Arms features which two |and Echidna D) Kookaburra and Dingo
animals?

54 |What does the Aboriginal |A) The three colours represent the three levels of government B
flag represent? B) Black = Aboriginal people; red = earth and spiritual relation

to land; yellow = sun, giver of life C) The flag represents
Torres Strait Islander peoples specifically D) The flag was
designed by the government in 1967

55 [What is the Torres Strait  |A) A red flag with a black star B) A flag with green, black, and B

Islander Flag? blue stripes and a white five-pointed star and dhari
(headdress) C) The same as the Aboriginal flag D) A flag
designed by the Queensland government

56 [Which sport is considered |A) Soccer B) Rugby League C) Cricket D) Swimming C
Australia's national
summer sport?

57 |What is the AFL? A) Australian Football League — the national competition for |A

Australian Rules Football B) Australian Federal Law — the
collection of Commonwealth laws C) Australian Farming and
Livestock — the national farming authority D) Australian
Fitness and Lifestyle — a national health initiative

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com

Page 133




AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

58 |Australia Day is observed
on 26 January, but some
Australians refer to it as
'Invasion Day'. This
reflects:

A) A mistake in the calendar B) Ongoing debate about the
impact of British settlement on Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples C) A proposal to change the date D) A view
held only by non-Australians

B

— the country's national
gemstone?

59 [What is Anzac biscuits, A) A type of biscuit sold at sports events; no historical B
and why are they significance B) A sweet oat biscuit; originally sent by families
significant? to soldiers in WWI because the ingredients kept well without

refrigeration C) A biscuit invented in New Zealand D) A
commemorative item sold only on ANZAC Day

60 |What is 'Australia's Own' |A) Diamond B) Sapphire C) Opal D) Emerald C
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Last-Minute Cheat Sheet: Every Examinable Fact

This chapter consolidates every fact you must know for the citizenship test into one rapid-reference
section. Read it the day before your test. If you can answer every item here from memory, you are

ready.

The Australian Flag — Know Every Element

Element What It Is

What It Represents

Union Jack (top left) Flag of the United Kingdom

Australia's British heritage

Commonwealth Star
(bottom left)

Large 7-pointed star

6 states (6 points) + territories (1 point) =7

Southern Cross (right side)[5 stars (4 x 7-pointed + 1 X

5-pointed)

Australia's location in the Southern
Hemisphere

Flag colours Red, white, and blue

Shared with British heritage; no specific
symbolism for colours

Key Numbers to Memorise

What Number

Members of the House of Representatives 151

Senators total 76

Senators per state 12

Senators per mainland territory (ACT, NT) 2

States in Australia 6

Mainland territories 2 (ACT and NT)
Points on the Commonwealth Star 7

Stars in the Southern Cross 5

High Court Justices 7

Minimum test pass mark 15 out of 20 (75%)
VVoting age 18

Years of permanent residency required before citizenship 4 (including 12 months as PR)
States needed to pass a referendum At least 4 of 6
House of Representatives term Up to 3 years
Senate term (State senators) 6 years

Senate term (territory senators) 3 years
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Critical Dates Timeline

Year/Date

Event

65,000+ years ago

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have occupied Australia

1606

Dutch explorer Willem Janszoon — first documented European contact

1770 Captain Cook claims eastern Australia for Britain

26 Jan 1788 First Fleet arrives at Sydney Cove — Australia Day

1793 First free settlers arrive

1851 Gold Rush begins in NSW and Victoria

25 Apr 1854 Eureka Stockade — Ballarat miners' rebellion

1 Jan 1901 Federation — six colonies become the Commonwealth of Australia
1902 \Women gain the vote in federal elections

1914-1918 World War | — 60,000+ Australians killed

25 Apr 1915 ANZAC landing at Gallipoli — ANZAC Day

1924 Compulsory voting introduced

1939-1945 World War Il — Australia fights in Europe, Middle East, Pacific
1942 Darwin bombed by Japan — 64 raids

1948 Nationality and Citizenship Act — first Australian citizenship
1962 Aboriginal Australians gain federal voting rights

27 May 1967 Referendum — Aboriginal Australians counted in census
1973 White Australia Policy formally abolished

1974 Medibank (now Medicare) established

1975 Racial Discrimination Act passed

1984 Advance Australia Fair becomes national anthem

1986 Australia Acts — full legislative independence from Britain

3 Jun 1992 Mabo v Queensland — native title recognised; terra nullius overturned
2008 (13 Feb) PM Kevin Rudd apologises to the Stolen Generations

Jan 2021 National anthem second line changed to 'one and free'

Australian National Symbols — Complete List

Symbol

What It Is

National anthem

Advance Australia Fair

National flower

Golden Wattle (Acacia pycnantha)

National colours

Green and gold

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com

Page 136



AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

National gemstone Opal

National animal (Coat of Kangaroo and Emu

Arms)

National bird Emu (also kookaburra, sometimes cited)

Head of State The King of Australia (King Charles lll), represented by the Governor-
General

Head of Government Prime Minister

Capital city Canberra (ACT)

National Parliament building [Parliament House, Canberra (opened 1988)

Highest court High Court of Australia, Canberra

Currency Australian dollar (AUD)

National day Australia Day — 26 January

Day of remembrance ANZAC Day — 25 April

Aboriginal flag colours Black (Aboriginal people), red (earth/spirit), yellow (sun)

Torres Strait Islander flag Green, blue, black with white dhari and star

The Six Australian Values — Verbatim
These are the values listed in the official 'Australian Citizenship: Our Common Bond' resource. Know
them precisely.

19. Respect for the equal worth, dignity and freedom of the individual
20. Freedom of speech and association

21. Freedom of religion and a secular government

22. Support for parliamentary democracy and the rule of law

23. Equality under the law

24. Equality of men and women

The Citizenship Pledge — Verbatim

The Australian Citizenship Pledge (Oath version):

"From this time forward, under God, | pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people, whose democratic
beliefs | share, whose rights and liberties | respect, and whose laws | will uphold and obey."

The Australian Citizenship Pledge (Affirmation version):

"From this time forward, | pledge my loyalty to Australia and its people, whose democratic beliefs |
share, whose rights and liberties | respect, and whose laws | will uphold and obey."

The only difference: the Oath includes ‘'under God'; the Affirmation does not. Both are equally valid.
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Final Checklist: Are You Ready?

Before your test, confirm you can answer YES to all of the following:

* | know the three levels of government and what each is responsible for

* | know the Head of State (the King / Governor-General) and Head of Government (Prime
Minister)

* | know the numbers: 151 MPs, 76 Senators, 6 states, 7 points on the Commonwealth Star, 5
stars in the Southern Cross

* | know the key dates: 26 Jan (Australia Day / First Fleet 1788), 25 Apr (ANZAC Day 1915), 1
Jan 1901 (Federation)

* | know the 1967 Referendum, the Mabo case (1992), and the 2008 Apology are three separate
events

* | know voting is compulsory for Australian citizens aged 18+

* | know Australia has no state religion (Section 116 of the Constitution)

» | know the national anthem is Advance Australia Fair (changed to 'one and free' in 2021)

* | can score 15/20 or more on every practice test in this book

* | have my identity documents ready for the test appointment

You are ready. Good luck — and welcome to Australia.

A Note on Keeping This Book Current

Australian immigration and citizenship rules change regularly. This edition reflects the law as of 2026.
Key areas subject to change include: citizenship application fees (updated by the Department of Home
Affairs periodically), processing times (which vary with application volumes and government
resourcing), test questions (the question bank is updated from time to time), and eligibility rules
(residency requirements, good character standards, and exemption categories may be amended by
regulation or legislation).

Always verify current requirements at the official Department of Home Affairs website:
immi.homeaffairs.gov.au. Before submitting your application, confirm the current fee schedule and
processing time estimates on that website. If you are uncertain about your eligibility, consider a
Personal Evaluation Report (PER) with a qualified immigration consultant.

For a professional assessment of your specific immigration case, consider a Personal Evaluation
Report (PER) with Manoj Palwe at dreamvisas.com.

If this book helped you understand your options or avoid a costly mistake, please leave an honest
Amazon review. Two minutes — it helps the next person in the same situation.

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com Page 138



AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

Appendix: Complete Quick Reference

This appendix contains all reference tables consolidated in one place for final revision.

A. All 20 Prime Ministers Since Federation (Selected Key PMs)

# Prime Minister Term Key Achievement / Note
1 Edmund Barton 1901-1903 First PM of Australia; presided over early
(Protectionist) federation
2 Alfred Deakin 1903-04, 1905— |[Three terms; built early federal institutions
(Protectionist) 08, 1909-10
5 Andrew Fisher (Labor)1908-09, 1910-— |First majority Labor government; expanded social
13,1914-15 services
8 Billy Hughes 1916-1923 Led Australia through WW!I; controversial
(Nationalist) conscription referendums (both failed)
10 Stanley Bruce 1923-1929 Introduced arbitration system; deported during
(Nationalist) Great Depression
12 Robert Menzies 1939-41, 1949— |Longest-serving PM (18 years total); founded
(Liberal) 1966 Liberal Party; post-war prosperity
16 Harold Holt (Liberal) [1966-1967 Disappeared swimming at Cheviot Beach, 1967;
HMAS Melbourne named after him
17 John Gorton (Liberal) (1968-1971 First Senate PM to move to the House; notable
arts policy
21 Gough Whitlam 1972-1975 'It's Time'; Medicare; Vietham withdrawal;
(Labor) dismissed by Governor-General 1975
22 Malcolm Fraser 1975-1983 Won 1975 election after Whitlam dismissal; large
(Liberal) Vietnamese refugee intake
23 Bob Hawke (Labor) 1983-1991 Longest-serving Labor PM; economic reform;
Australia Card controversy
24 Paul Keating (Labor) [1991-1996 Mabo response; republic push; superannuation;
'recession we had to have'
25 John Howard (Liberal) 1996-2007 Second longest-serving PM; GST; Tampa affair;
9/11 response
26 Kevin Rudd (Labor) [2007-2010, 2013 |Stolen Generations apology; GFC response; NDIS
design
27 Julia Gillard (Labor) [2010-2013 First female PM; carbon tax; NDIS; National
Curriculum
29 Tony Abbott (Liberal) [2013-2015 Stopped boats; repealed carbon tax; Operation

Sovereign Borders
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30 Malcolm Turnbull 2015-2018 Marriage equality survey; NBN; Gonski 2.0
(Liberal)

31 Scott Morrison 2018-2022 COVID-19 pandemic response; Morrison
(Liberal) government's handling of bushfires

32 Anthony Albanese 2022—present Voice to Parliament referendum; AUKUS; housing
(Labor) policy

B. Complete List of Australian Governors-General

Governor-General Term Notable Fact

Lord Hopetoun (Earl of 1901-1903 [First Governor-General; swore in Edmund Barton

Hopetoun)

Sir Isaac Isaacs 1931-1936 [First Australian-born Governor-General

Sir William Slim 1953-1960 WWII hero; Field Marshal

Sir Paul Hasluck 1969-1974 [Former Minister for Territories

Sir John Kerr 1974-1977 |Dismissed PM Gough Whitlam on 11 November

1975

Sir Zelman Cowen 1977-1982 |[Helped restore confidence after the Dismissal

Sir Ninian Stephen 1982-1989 ([Former High Court Justice

Bill Hayden 1989-1996 [Former ALP leader; first from Queensland

Sir William Deane 1996-2001 |[Known for compassion; HMAS Sydney wreck

Peter Hollingworth 2001-2003 |Resigned following controversy

Major General Michael Jeffery 2003-2008 |Military background

Quentin Bryce 2008-2014 |First female Governor-General

Sir Peter Cosgrove 2014-2019 |Former Chief of the Defence Force

David Hurley 2019-2024 |Former Governor of NSW; COVID-19 period

Sam Mostyn 2024~ First woman to hold the role in the current era
present

C. Summary: Branches of Government

Branch What It Does

Who / Body

Example Power

LegislativeMakes the laws

Parliament: King + Senate + House of [Passing a Bill into an Act

Reps

Executive |Implements /

administers the laws

Governor-General + Prime Minister +
Cabinet + Public Service

Issuing regulations, running
departments
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Judicial |Interprets and applies

the laws State Courts

Courts: High Court, Federal Court,

Ruling a law
unconstitutional; sentencing

D. Key Anti-Discrimination Laws

Act Year Protects Against

Racial Discrimination Act 1975 Discrimination based on race, colour, national or
ethnic origin

Sex Discrimination Act 1984 Discrimination based on sex, marital status,

pregnancy, family responsibilities

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity [1986

Commission Act

Established the AHRC to investigate complaints

Disability Discrimination Act 1992 Discrimination based on physical or mental
disability

Age Discrimination Act 2004 Discrimination based on age in employment,
education, and services

Racial Hatred Act 1995 Racial vilification — acts likely to offend, humiliate

based on race/ethnicity

E. The Path from Bill to Law — At a Glance

Step Stage

1 Bill introduced — First Reading (no debate; title read aloud)

2 Second Reading — Minister explains purpose; general debate begins

3 Committee Stage — clause-by-clause examination; amendments proposed
4 Third Reading — final vote on the Bill as a whole

5 Other Chamber (Senate or House) — repeats all stages

6 Royal Assent — Governor-General signs; Bill becomes an Act (law)

F. Australian Public Holidays (Federal)

Holiday Date

What It Marks

New Year's Day|l January

Start of the new year

Australia Day |26 January

Arrival of First Fleet at Sydney Cove, 1788

Good Friday |Variable

(March/April)

Christian observance — crucifixion of Jesus
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Easter Variable Christian observance

Saturday

Easter Sunday Variable Christian observance — resurrection of Jesus
Easter Monday Variable Christian observance

ANZAC Day 25 April ANZAC landing at Gallipoli, 25 April 1915

King's Birthday

Variable by state

Birthday of the King (celebrated on different dates in different
states)

Christmas Day

25 December

Christian observance; national celebration

Boxing Day

26 December

Post-Christmas public holiday
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Before and After: Permanent Resident vs Australian

Citizen

One of the most important topics for citizenship applicants is understanding exactly what changes when
you become a citizen. This chapter provides a comprehensive comparison.

Right / Entitlement

Permanent Resident

Australian Citizen

Live and work in Australia indefinitely

YES

YES

Access Medicare

YES

YES

Access most social security benefits

YES (after waiting period)

YES

Study at domestic student rates
(HECS/HELP)

YES

YES

Sponsor spouse/partner for PR YES (limited) YES (more options)

Vote in federal, state, and local elections NO YES — and compulsory

Hold an Australian passport NO YES

Serve on a jury NO (in most cases) YES

Work in certain government security roles NO (many roles) YES

Run for elected office (federal/state) NO YES

Be deported for criminal conviction YES (possible) NO (citizens cannot be
deported)

Dual citizenship permitted

N/A — no Australian
citizenship yet

YES (subject to other
country's laws)

Remain in Australia if partner's PR is
cancelled

At risk if linked to
partner's visa

Secure — citizenship is
independent

Sponsor parents for visa/PR

YES (limited options)

YES (more options including
parent visa)

Travel on Australian passport (visa-free
access to 180+ countries)

NO

YES

Renew visa to stay in Australia

YES — must maintain PR
status

NO — citizenship does not
expire

Re-enter Australia freely after any period
overseas

YES (within travel facility
expiry)

YES — unconditionally
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The Citizenship Pledge: Understanding Every Word

The citizenship pledge is not just a formality — every phrase has meaning. Here is a phrase-by-phrase

explanation of the Affirmation version:

Phrase What It Means

'From this time forward...'
moment

Citizenship takes effect immediately and permanently from this

'...| pledge my loyalty to
Australia and its people...’

Your primary political allegiance is now to Australia — not to any
other country's government

'...whose democratic beliefs |
share...'

You accept the democratic system: elected government, rule of law,
peaceful transfer of power

"...whose rights and liberties |
respect...’

You commit to respecting the rights of all Australians — not just
those you agree with

'...and whose laws | will uphold [You accept the obligation to follow all Australian laws, including

and obey.'

those you may disagree with (through lawful channels)

Citizenship Statistics: Australia by the Numbers

Statistic Figure
Population of Australia (approx. 2026) ~27 million
Percentage born overseas ~30%
Percentage with at least one parent born overseas ~50%
Languages spoken at home (other than English) 300+

Religions practised in Australia

All major world religions + many others

Number of migrants since 1945

~7.5 million

Countries citizens originate from

190+ nationalities represented

Year Australia last had a national referendum

2023 (Voice to Parliament — not passed)

Number of referendums held since 1901

44 (only 8 passed)

Total area of Australia

7.69 million km?2

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Australia

20

Number of languages spoken by Aboriginal peoples

250+ traditional language groups

Years Aboriginal peoples have occupied Australia

65,000+

Number of citizenship ceremonies per year (approx.)

~140,000+

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com

Page 144




AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

Differences Between State and Federal Government — Worked
Examples

A common confusion in the citizenship test is which level of government handles which services. Here
are detailed worked examples to cement your understanding.

Example 1: Health. You visit a hospital in Sydney. That hospital is funded and managed by the NSW
State Government. However, your Medicare card (which subsidises your costs) is a federal government
program. When a doctor bulk-bills you, they are claiming from the federal Medicare system. Health
involves BOTH state and federal government — states run hospitals, the federal government funds
Medicare.

Example 2: Roads. You drive on the M1 motorway in NSW. The state government built and maintains
it. However, if you drive on the Hume Highway between Sydney and Melbourne, there is significant
federal funding for national highways. Local roads in your suburb are maintained by your local council.
Three levels of government, three different roads — within a few kilometres.

Example 3: Education. Your child attends a public school. The school is run by the state education
department — the NSW Department of Education, for example. The curriculum is set by each state,
with some national guidelines. However, the funding comes partly from the state and partly from the
federal government under school funding agreements. Private schools also receive government funding
at both levels.

Example 4: Police. The NSW Police Force is a state body. There is no ‘federal police' for everyday
crime. However, the Australian Federal Police (AFP) handles national security, federal crimes (drug
importation, terrorism, cybercrime), and policing of the ACT. State police handle most crimes you
encounter day-to-day.

Understanding the Senate: Why 76 Senators?

The Senate was designed to represent the states equally — not the population. Each of the six states
has 12 senators regardless of population. This means that Tasmania (population ~570,000) has the
same Senate representation as New South Wales (population ~8 million). This was a deliberate design
choice at Federation — smaller states would only agree to join if they had equal representation in at
least one chamber.

The two mainland territories — the ACT and NT — were added later and each have 2 senators. They
do not have the same constitutional protections as state senators (territory senators can be removed by
federal law; state senators cannot).

Senators serve staggered 6-year terms (for states). At each federal election, half the state senators
face election. This means the Senate changes slowly, providing continuity and preventing radical shifts
in law from a single election. Territory senators serve 3-year terms aligned with the House of
Representatives.

The Senate as a house of review: Because the Senate represents states rather than the population, it
often has a different political composition from the House. Minor parties frequently hold balance of
power in the Senate. This means the government often needs to negotiate with minor parties and
independents to pass legislation — a feature designed to prevent any one party from having unchecked
power.
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Practice: Write Your Own Answers

Research shows that writing explanations in your own words dramatically improves retention. For each
of the following prompts, write a short paragraph answer (3-5 sentences) WITHOUT looking at your
notes. Then check your answer against the relevant chapter in this book.

Set 1: Government Structure

1. Explain in your own words the difference between the Head of State and the Head of Government in
Australia. Who holds each role, and what do they do?

Your answer:

2. Describe how a bill becomes a law in Australia. What are the key stages?
Your answer:

3. Explain the concept of 'separation of powers' in Australia. Why is it important?
Your answer:

4. What is the role of the Senate in the Australian Parliament? How does it differ from the House of
Representatives?

Your answer:
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5. Describe the three levels of government in Australia. Give one example of what each level is
responsible for.

Your answer:

6. What is the Constitution, and why is it important? How can it be changed?
Your answer:

7. Explain what the Governor-General does. Who appoints the Governor-General and on whose
advice?

Your answer:

8. Describe the rule of law. Give two examples of how it applies in everyday Australian life.
Your answer:

9. What is compulsory voting? Why was it introduced in Australia, and what are the consequences of
not voting?

Your answer:
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10. What is the difference between a citizen and a permanent resident in Australia? Name three rights
that citizens have that permanent residents do not.

Your answer:

Set 2: History and Values

1. Describe what happened on 26 January 1788 and why it is significant. Why is this date controversial
for some Australians?

Your answer:

2. What was the Eureka Stockade? When did it happen and why is it important in Australian history?

Your answer:

3. Explain the significance of the 1967 Referendum. What did it change?

Your answer:
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4. What was the Stolen Generations? When did it occur and how has Australia responded?

Your answer:

5. What does 'a fair go' mean as an Australian value? Give a real-world example.

Your answer:

6. Why is Australia described as a multicultural society? What does the government's multicultural
policy say?

Your answer:

7. Describe two ways in which Australia protects freedom of religion. Are there any limits to this
freedom?

Your answer:

8. What is ANZAC Day and why is it important? What does ANZAC stand for?

Your answer:
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9. Explain the Mabo decision. What was overturned and what was recognised?
Your answer:

10. Describe the Australian Citizenship Pledge. What commitments does a new citizen make?

Your answer:
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Quick Reference: Commonly Confused Facts

These are the specific facts that citizenship test candidates most frequently confuse with each other.
Study this table carefully — getting these right can be the difference between passing and failing.

Confused Pair

Fact 1

Fact 2

Memory Tip

Head of State vs
Head of Government

Head of STATE = King /
Governor-General
(ceremonial)

Head of GOVERNMENT
= Prime Minister (runs
the country)

State/Ceremonial.
Government/Practical.

26 Jan vs 25 Apr vs
1 Jan

26 Jan = Australia Day
(First Fleet 1788)

25 Apr = ANZAC Day
(Gallipoli 1915)

1 Jan = Federation Day
1901

Senate numbers vs
Reps numbers

Senate = 76 senators (12
per state + 2 per territory)

House of Reps = 151
members

76 Senators, 151 MPs.
Senate = upper house.

1967 Referendum vs
2008 Apology

1967 = Commonwealth
can make laws for
Aboriginal people; counted
in census

2008 = PM Kevin
Rudd's Apology to
Stolen Generations

1967 is constitutional; 2008
is parliamentary.

Mabo 1992 vs Native
Title Act 1993

Mabo = High Court ruling
overturning terra nullius

Native Title Act 1993 =
Parliament's legislative
response to Mabo

Mabo = court decision. Act
= Parliament's response.

Commonwealth Star
vs Southern Cross

Commonwealth Star =7
points, bottom-left of flag

Southern Cross =5
stars, right side of flag

Star = states+territories.
Cross = Southern
Hemisphere.

Governor-General vs
Governor

Governor-General =
represents King at the
federal level

Governors = represent
King in each of the six
states

GG = federal. Governor =
state.

Racial
Discrimination Act
vs Racial Hatred Act

Racial Discrimination Act
1975 = unlawful to
discriminate based on
race

Racial Hatred Act 1995
= unlawful to vilify/offend
based on race

1975 = discrimination. 1995
= vilification/hatred.

Commonwealth Star
points: 6 vs 7

6 points represent the 6
states

7th point represents the
territories

Count: 6 states + 1 territory
point = 7 total

First Fleet vs First
Free Settlers

First Fleet arrived 26 Jan
1788 — convicts and
guards

First free settlers arrived
1793

1788 = First Fleet. 1793 =
first free settlers.

White Australia
Policy end vs formal
abolition

Practical dismantling
began from 1949 (Calwell
era)

Formally abolished by
Whitlam government in
1973

Formal = 1973 Whitlam.

Compulsory voting
introduced

Introduced in 1924 after
low turnout in 1922
election (59%)

Applies to all citizens
aged 18+

1924 — after 1922 low
turnout.
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Senate term: state
Vs territory

election)

State senators = 6-year
terms (staggered; half
elected each federal

Territory senators = 3-
year terms (aligned with
House elections)

States = 6 years. Territories
= 3 years.

High Court justices

7 justices (1 Chief Justice
+ 6 Justices)

Final court of appeal
and constitutional
interpreter

7 justices. Final court.
Cannot be overruled.

Referendum majority
required

National majority (more
than 50% nationally)

PLUS majority in at least
4 of the 6 states

Both required. National + 4
States.

One-Line Answers: Th

e 50 Most Tested Facts

Read each question. Say the answer aloud before looking at the answer column.

Question

One-Line Answer

Capital of Australia?

Canberra (ACT)

National anthem?

Advance Australia Fair

National flower?

Golden Wattle

National colours?

Green and gold

National gemstone?

Opal

Head of State?

The King (represented by the Governor-General)

Head of Government?

The Prime Minister

Date of Federation?

1 January 1901

Australia Day date?

26 January

ANZAC Day date?

25 April

What happened on 26 Jan 17887

First Fleet arrived at Sydney Cove

What happened on 25 Apr 19157

ANZAC landing at Gallipoli

Number of states? 6

Number of mainland territories? |2 (ACT and NT)
Members of House of 151
Representatives?

Total senators? 76

Senators per state? 12

Points on Commonwealth Star? |7

Stars in Southern Cross?

\Voting age? 18

Is voting compulsory?

Yes, for all citizens aged 18+

Minimum pass mark for citizenship
test?

75% (15 out of 20)
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How many questions in the test?

20

Official religion of Australia?

None — Australia is secular

Who introduced compulsory
voting?

Introduced in 1924 (after low turnout in 1922)

What is Medicare?

Australia's universal public health insurance system

What did the 1967 Referendum
do?

Allowed the Commonwealth to make laws for Aboriginal
Australians and count them in the census

What is terra nullius?

The disproved claim that Australia was uninhabited before
1788

\When was Mabo decision?

1992 — overturned terra nullius; recognised native title

\Who apologised to the Stolen
Generations?

PM Kevin Rudd, 13 February 2008

When did the White Australia
Policy formally end?

1973 (Whitlam government)

Who was Australia's first PM?

Edmund Barton (1901-1903)

Australia's longest-serving PM?

Robert Menzies (18 years total)

Australia's first female PM?

Julia Gillard (2010-2013)

First woman elected to Australian
Parliament?

Edith Cowan (WA, 1921)

First Aboriginal person elected to
Parliament?

Neville Bonner (Senate, 1971)

What is the rule of law?

Everyone, including the government, must obey the law
equally

What is separation of powers?

Division of government into legislative, executive, and judicial
branches

Role of the Senate?

House of review — scrutinises and may amend legislation from
the House of Reps

What does the Union Jack on the
flag represent?

Australia's British heritage

When was Parliament House
(Canberra) opened?

1988

What is AUKUS?

2021 security pact: Australia, UK, USA — for nuclear-powered
submarines and advanced technology

What is Five Eyes?

Intelligence alliance: Australia, UK, USA, Canada, New Zealand

Australia's highest mountain?

Mount Kosciuszko (2,228m), NSW

Largest state by area?

Western Australia

Most populous state?

New South Wales

How is the Constitution changed?

Referendum: national majority + majority in at least 4 of 6
states
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What is a 'double dissolution'? Both chambers dissolved; full election held; can resolve
deadlock between Senate and House

What change was made to the Second line changed from 'for we are young and free' to 'for we
anthem in 20217 are one and free'

What is the Citizenship Pledge? |A formal commitment to Australia's values, rights, liberties,
and laws — made at the citizenship ceremony

© 2026 Manoj Palwe / Dreamvisas | dreamvisas.com Page 154




AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP TEST 2026 | 200 Practice Questions | Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575

Resources and Further Reading

The following official and reputable resources will help you prepare for your citizenship test and
navigate the Australian immigration and citizenship process.

Official Government Resources

Resource

Where to Find It

What You Can Do

Australian
Citizenship: Our
Common Bond

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au

Download the official free study
guide — the citizenship test
draws directly from this

Official Citizenship
Practice Test

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au

Take the free online practice test
provided by the government

Citizenship
Application Portal

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au

Lodge your citizenship
application online

Current Application
Fees

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/fees

Confirm current fee before
lodging your application

Processing Time

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-

Check current processing times

Office (ATO)

Estimates visa/visa-processing-times (updated monthly)

Australian Electoral |aec.gov.au Enrol to vote, check enrolment,
Commission (AEC) find your electorate

Australian Taxation |ato.gov.au Register a Tax File Number

(TFN), lodge tax returns

Medicare Enrolment

servicesaustralia.gov.au

Enrol in Medicare after you
become a citizen or eligible PR

Centrelink (Services
Australia)

servicesaustralia.gov.au

Apply for eligible social security
payments

Australian Passport
Office

passports.gov.au

Apply for your Australian
passport after citizenship

Legal Aid (national
directory)

legalaid.gov.au

Find free or low-cost legal help in
your state/territory

Australian Human
Rights Commission

humanrights.gov.au

Lodge a discrimination complaint
or learn about your rights

Fair Work
Commission

fwc.gov.au

Resolve workplace disputes,
access unfair dismissal
protections

Fair Work
Ombudsman

fairwork.gov.au

Check minimum wages,
entitlements, and report

underpayment
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Understanding Your Specific Situation

This book covers the citizenship test comprehensively. But every immigration case is unique. If you
have any of the following circumstances, consider getting professional advice before lodging your
citizenship application:

You have a criminal record, even minor offences or overseas convictions

You have spent significant time overseas during your permanent residency

You are unsure whether your absences from Australia meet the physical presence requirement
You have dual citizenship in a country that does not permit it

You were previously refused a visa, citizenship, or had a visa cancelled

You are applying on behalf of children or family members

You hold a temporary visa and are uncertain about your pathway to permanent residency

For a professional assessment of your specific immigration case, consider a Personal Evaluation
Report (PER) with Manoj Palwe at dreamvisas.com.

If this book helped you understand your options or avoid a costly mistake, please leave an honest
Amazon review. Two minutes — it helps the next person in the same situation.
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Get in Touch

Website: www.dreamvisas.com

Email: manoj@dreamvisas.com, biz@dreamvisas.com

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/manojpalwe/
Contact: +919822033225

Thank you for reading!
Best wishes for your journey.

© 2026 Manoj Palwe. All rights reserved. Published by Taurus Infotek. / Dreamvisas.
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