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Introduction

IN THE DEPTHS OF the human mind there are cracks that do not 
receive the light. Cracks where obsession germinates, where 
violence grows and annihilation fourishes.

Since ancient times, mankind has yelt an unhealth- attrac:
tion to the ab-ssp For that which it cannot comArehend, but 
also cannot ignore. jnd among all the horrors, the serial 
killer occuAies a sAecial Alace. It is the monster that walks 
among us, the one that devours what we believe to be sayep 
Home, routine, trust.

Dark Pro:lesB gioprafhies oS Kerial �illers is not intended 
to gloriy- these Aredators, nor to qustiy- their crimes under 
the comyortable cloak oy AoAular As-cholog-. Nor does it 
seek to Arovide simAle answers to imAossible xuestions.

This book is a deliberate descent into horror. j briey but 
incisive tour through the lives, imAulses and crimes oy those 
who chose to consume the lives oy others to comAlete their 
own. Each Aro+le is a cracked window into a yractured As-:
che. Each biograAh- is a warning oy what lurks on the mar:
gins oy normalit-.

Throughout these Aages, we will e,Alore the origins oy evil, 
the yactors that shaAed these killers, and the echo their acts 
leyt in societies that would Areyer to yorget them.
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There are no heroes here. No redemAtion. Onl- shadows.
Dare to enter.
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Ted Bundy - The Charm of the Abyss

Date of birth: November 24, 1946 
Location: Burlington, Vermont, USA 
Victims: Estimated more than 30 
Executed: January 24, 1989 (electric chair)

FEW FIGURES SO ACCURATELY embody terror with a human face 
as Theodore Robert Bundy. His story is a map of deceit, 
manipulation and pathological narcissism. A predator with 
gentlemanly manners. A monster with an impeccable smile.

Bundy was not the ogre of fairy tales; he was the prince. 
Intelligent, articulate, charismatic, with a background in psy-
chology and law. His proxle dexed all social eDpectations of a 
serial killer. And it was precisely this impeccable facade that 
allowed him to move without arousing suspicion, feeding his 
arrogance and his absolute belief of being above good and 
evil.

7uring the 19P0s, his manhunt spread across several U.S. 
states. Not only did he murder young women, but he did so 
with a miDture of theatricality, sadism and surgical coldness. 
He would show up with his arm in a sling or pretending to 
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need help. The victims, empathetic by reMeD, offered them-
selves. They fell into the trap of the wolf disguised as a victim.

jsychologically, Bundy was an eDtreme narcissist, possi-
bly with traits of antisocial personality disorder. He felt no 
remorse. Only hunger. His need for control and domination 
was insatiable. After killing, he returned to the bodies. He 
made them up. He slept neDt to them. zurder was only the 
beginning of a macabre relationship.

The social conteDt also played in their favor: the 19P0s were 
a time when collaboration between police 'urisdictions was 
scarce. There were no shared databases, no 7NA. Bundy 
moved from state to state like a ghost. The law was blind. 
And he was cunning.

He was captured more than once, but escaped. Twice. 
Once, after sawing through the bars of his cell and escaping 
through the roof, he killed again. In his mind, his freedom 
was worth more than any life.

7uring the trial, Bundy, in a xnal act of vanity, played him-
self. His rhetoric was sharp, but his eyes betrayed a broken 
mind. He did not apologiBe. He eDpressed no guilt. He 'ust 
posed.

He died in the electric chair on January 24, 1989. Outside 
the prison, a crowd celebrated with banners. BundyCs death 
did not bring back the victims, but it closed a door that 
should never have been opened.
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Jeffrey Dahmer - The Milwaukee 
Cannibal

Date of birth: May 21, 1960
Location: Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA.
Victims: 17 conrmdeN
Death: vobed8em 24, 199( pdumNemeN in )misonT

HEROR AOR EhOOhOS HEAH tiNe in fte -omesf. hftems, in fte alB
leys. guf fteme ame sode wto sfay in menfeN a)amfdenfs, 
NecomafeN wift ctea) -umnifume, wteme nei't8oms cod)lain 
a8ouf fte sdell, 8uf Nonqf ask Juesfions. De--mey Catdem 
libeN fteme. AnN te killeN fteme. MeftoNically. jaldly. Wift 
a colNness ftaf ctills fte soul.

Af rmsf 'lance, Catdem was Pusf an infmobemfeN, wiftNmawn 
youn' dan wift a low boice anN an awkwamN 'aif. guf 8eB
neaft ftaf nonNescmi)f sum-ace lay a )sycte 8moken 8y loneliB
ness, o8session anN a )aftolo'ical neeN -om a8solufe confmol 
obem oftems.

Eis ctilNtooN was nof )amficulamly 8mufal, 8uf if was NysB
-uncfional. zamenfs in consfanf conxicf, ctan'es o- mesiB
Nence, anN a )mo'messibe edofional Nefactdenf. Af fte a'e 
o- 1(, Catdem was almeaNy -anfasi"in' a8ouf li-eless 8oNies. 
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vof wift fte seIual acf, 8uf wift su8dission. Ee wanfeN 
cod)anionsti). guf one ftaf coulN nof leabe. Ee wanfeN 
8oNies, nof )eo)le.

gefween 1974 anN 1991, Catdem Nmu''eN, sfman'leN, duB
filafeN anN, in dany cases, consudeN tis bicfids. Ee ke)f 
skulls, om'ans, )tofo'ma)ts. Ee )macficeN wtaf te woulN call 
Y"od8ircafion,Y Nmillin' libin' skulls anN inPecfin' aciN in an 
affed)f fo cmeafe o8eNienf slabes. Ee -aileN. Htey NieN. Ee 
ke)f fted.

Eis a)amfdenf was a dausoleud Nis'uiseN as a mesiNence. 
:n fte me-mi'emafom, tudan teaNs. :n fte Nmawems, 'enifals. 
:n fte 8aftfu8, aciN. Ces)ife fte un8eama8le sfenct, tem 
nei't8omtooN NiNnqf know B om NiNnqf wanf fo know B unfil 
if was foo lafe.

Hte dosf fma'ic eledenf, towebem, was nof only fte 8muB
falify o- fteim acfs, 8uf fte ctain o- sysfedafic odissions ftaf 
ena8leN fted. zolice, a-fem meceibin' cod)lainfs, i'nomeN fte 
si'ns. :n one )amficulamly a8tommenf case, Catdem conbinceN 
o-rcems ftaf a nakeN, Nmu''eN youn' dan xeein' tis a)amfB
denf was tis )amfnem. Hte co)s, bisi8ly uncod-omfa8le wift 
fte todoseIual enbimondenf, fumneN tid 8ack on tid. Ee 
NieN ftaf sade ni'tf.

zsyctolo'ically, Catdem is a sfuNy in confmaNicfion. Ee was 
Nia'noseN wift scti"ofy)al )emsonalify NisomNem, wift anfiB
social anN necmo)tiliac fmaifs. 5ef te stoweN medomseBlafe, 
yes, 8uf meal. Ee was nof a )sycto)aft NeboiN o- conscience, 
8uf a 8moken dan insiNe, NeboumeN 8y tis own cod)ulsion.

Eis ca)fume in 1991 was acciNenfal. hne o- tis bicfids 
esca)eN. Wten fte )olice enfemeN, wtaf ftey -ounN was a 
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scene o- a8solufe tommom? confainems wift aciN, zolamoiN )toB
fos o- dufilafeN 8oNies, tudan medains ebemywteme. Eell, 
8offleN u).

De--mey Catdem was senfenceN fo 1@ consecufibe li-e senB
fences. :n 199(, te was dumNemeN 8y anoftem indafe af joB
lud8ia zmison, 8eafen wift a defal 8am. Sode saw if as )oefic 
Pusfice. hftems saw if as demcy.

HoNay, tis sfomy is a teamf8meakin' medinNem o- wtaf ta)B
)ens wten ebil Noesnqf scmead, 8uf wtis)ems -mod fte mouB
fine.
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John Wayne Gacy - The Clown of Death

Date of birth: March 17, 1942 
Location: Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Victims: 33 conmredy 
Executed: Ma0 1(, 1994 tldjhal in)dcjionB

YD HAD, EW pAS a rdsbdcjdy uvsindssean, coeevnij0 dzdnj 
organi'dr, hosbijal any chilyrdn"s barj0 zolvnjddr. Hrdssdy 
as Pwogo jhd CloJn,P Gohn pa0nd fac0 hanydy ovj ualloons, 
seilds any a Tacayd oT hareldss cizilij0. Yvj aj nighj, hd Jdnj 
yoJn jo jhd uasdednj.

khdrd, in jhaj seall, yaeb sbacd, hd shdy his easxs. khdrd, 
jhd scrdaes covly noj ud hdary.

fac0 Jas jhd lizing deuoyiednj oT a bdrTdcj yovuld liTd. 
In his social circld hd Jas sddn as jhd d8deblar0 ndighuor: 
earridy, Jijh chilyrdn, gdndrovs Jijh his jied. Yvj udndajh 
jhaj sxin oT a eoydl ciji'dn, jhdrd bvlsdy a einy yddbl0 
jrovuldy u0 rdbrdssion, Trvsjrajion any a ydsird Tor ausolvjd 
conjrol ozdr 0ovng eald uoyids.

Eis chilyhooy Jas a coeeon uvj yangdrovs coeuinajion: 
an alcoholic, zioldnj, hoeobhouic Tajhdr any a sdnsijizd son 
ydsbdrajdl0 sddxing abbrozal. fac0 grdJ vb rdbrdssing his 
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sd8valij0, cvljizajing a Tacayd oT norealc0 Jhild his yarx 
iebvlsds Tdrednjdy in jhd shayoJs.

YdjJddn 1972 any 197O, fac0 lvrdy yo'dns oT 0ovng edn 
injo his hoed Jijh broeisds oT )ous, eond0 or )vsj a yrinx. 
6ncd insiyd, hd Jovly yrvg jhde or jricx jhde Jijh PeagicP 
jricxs. Eis Tazorijd: jhd PhanycvTT jricx,P Jhdrd hd Jovly bvj 
jhde on mrsj... any jhdn blacd jhde on jhd gvdsj"s Jrisjs. Aj 
jhaj boinj, jhd gaed Jas ozdr. khd conmndednj, jhd jorjvrd, 
jhd auvsd Jovly udgin. khdn, ydajh.

Ed uvridy 2R oT jhde vnydr jhd Tovnyajions oT his oJn 
hovsd. 6jhdrs hd jhrdJ injo jhd Hds wlainds -izdr. Ed jvrndy 
his hoed injo a cr0bj, a cardTvll0 blanndy eass grazd.

ws0chologicall0, fac0 rdbrdsdnjs jhd yarx siyd oT narcisK
sise any d8jrded sd8val rdbrdssion. Ed shoJdy no gvilj. Ed 
yiy noj ydn0 jhd acjs. Ed onl0 )vsjimdy jhde as Peisjaxds.P Aj 
jrial, hd saiy jhaj hd hay onl0 xilldy a borjion oT his zicjies, 
jhaj jhd ojhdrs yidy u0 acciydnj. Ed claiedy jhaj anojhdr PIP 
hay jaxdn conjrol. An aljdr dgo. An d8cvsd jhaj ndijhdr jhd 
)vr0, nor logic, accdbjdy.

Ed Jas conzicjdy oT 33 evrydrs, aljhovgh ij is svsbdcjdy 
jhaj jhdrd ea0 hazd uddn eord. Hvring his jied on ydajh 
roJ, hd bainjdy borjraijs oT cloJns, as iT jo ieeorjali'd his 
easx. ko ean0, ij sddedy brozocajizd.

Ed yidy u0 ldjhal in)dcjion in 1994. Eis lasj edal Jas a 
uvcxdj oT F@C chicxdn, Trids any sjraJudrrids. khd iron0: 
fac0 hay uddn a rdgional eanagdr Tor jhaj saed chain.

Eis  sjor0  is  an  ic0  Jarning:  soedjieds,  jhd  eonsjdr 
yodsn"j lvrx in jhd yarx... uvj hosjs jhd ndighuorhooy uarK
udcvd any hanys ovj cany0.
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Richard Ramirez - The Night Prowler

Date of birth: February 29, 1960 
Location: El Paso, Texas, USA 
Victims: 14 conmrde( talhgoupg dore are sus)eche(J 
Death: 7une 3, 201Q tlyd)goda, San iuenhRn PrRsonJ

ICHDAIM IAZCIEK, NOW"O AS kTge ORpgh Shalwer,k zas a nohorRous 
serRal wRller zgo herrorRfe( HalR8ornRa resR(enhs (urRnp hge 
19.0sB vorn on February 29, 1960 Rn El Paso, Texas, IadRref 
lR-e( a (R8mculh cgRl(goo(, darwe( by hge )resence o8 a -RoV
lenh 8ahger an( hge Rn'uence o8 gRs cousRn, ZRwe, zgo zas a 
zar -eheran an( hraudahRfe( gRd zRhg gRs gorrRmc LRehnad 
shorResB  Frod an early ape, IadRref sgoze( sRpns o8 denhal 
RnshabRlRhy an( a )encganh 8or -RolenceB 

As ge prez ol(er, gRs hen(encRes becade dore e-R(enh: ge 
becade a runazay, a((Rche( ho (rups an( )lunpe( Rnho hge 
zorl( o8 crRdeB Cn 19.4, gRs cgRllRnp crRdes bepan ho becode 
nohorRousB  IadRref zoul( breaw Rnho gRs -RchRds5 godes, 
lea-Rnp begRn( a hraRl o8 herror an( bruhalRhyB De wRlle( Rn col( 
bloo(, repar(less o8 hge ape or pen(er o8 gRs -RchRdsB DRs 
do(us o)eran(R Rnclu(e( shabbRnps, shranpulahRons, ra)es 
an( duhRlahRon o8 hge bo(ResB Cn a((RhRon, ge le8h sahanRc desV
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sapes an( sydbols ah hge crRde scenes, 8urhger con8usRnp hge 
)olRceB  

Tge cRhy o8 Cos Anpeles zas un(er gRs (odRnahRon, gRs 
Rdape a))eare( Rn hge nezs)a)ers an( on hele-RsRonB Tge 
)o)ulahRon lR-e( Rn conshanh 8ear, RnshallRnp securRhy sysheds 
an( a-oR(Rnp zalwRnp alone ah nRpghB Tge gunh 8or IRcgar( 
IadRref becade a )rRorRhy 8or hge )olRce an( hge FvCB  FRnally, 
Rn Aupush 19.D, IadRref zas ca)hure( hganws ho hge merce 
e88orhs o8 hge Cos Anpeles )olRceB De zas caupgh by a croz( 
Rn hge Eash Cos Anpeles neRpgborgoo(, zgo recopnRfe( gRd 
by gRs zR(ely )ublRcRfe( 8ace Rn hge de(RaB  A8her a hrRal hgah 
ca)hure( nahRonal ahhenhRon, IRcgar( IadRref zas senhence( 
ho (eahg Rn 19.9B Doze-er, gRs case (rappe( on 8or dore hgan 
hzo (eca(es (ue ho a))eals an( lepal )rocee(RnpsB 

FRnally, on 7une 3, 201Q, IadRref (Re( Rn )rRson (ue ho 
cod)lRcahRons 8rod lyd)godaB  Alhgoupg IRcgar( IadRref 
day ga-e le8h a bloo(y an( herrR8yRnp lepacy, gRs shory ser-e( 
as a cgRllRnp redRn(er o8 zgah a gudan beRnp Rs ca)able 
o8B DRs nade zas ehcge( Rn hge gRshory o8 serRal crRde an( 
gRs )lace adonp hge dosh nohorRous wRllers zRll 8ore-er be 
rededbere(B 
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Dennis Rader - Bind, Torture, Kill

Date of birth: March 9, 1945 
Location: Pittsburg, Kansas, U.S.A. 
Victims: 10 conmredv 
Sentence: 10 consdcutild fi(d sdntdncds Esdrling tied 

at Df Coravo Forrdctionaf yacifit)O

NT HRD SUIyAFD, CDTTwS Iavdr -as an orvinar) ean: cit) dep
kfo)dd, church fdavdr, (aeif) ean. Ris fi(d -as skdnt bdt-ddn 
cit) orvinancd kakdr-orz anv congrdgation eddtings. Rd 
eo-dv fa-ns. Rd grddtdv ndighbors. Rd organiWdv a ndighp
borhoov -atch cfub. Aff thd -hifd, hd (antasiWdv about eurp
vdr.

Anv it viv. Bith accounting krdcision.
Ris nicznaed, 7HK, -as not gildn to hie b) thd krdss or 

thd koficd. Rd gald it to hiesdf(: Bind. Torture. Kill. p 7inv. 
Horturd. Kiff. Hhrdd -orvs fizd a eani(dsto. Hhrdd stdks that 
sueedv uk his kdrsonaf lision o( hdff.

Iavdr ziffdv (or thd mrst tied in 19q4. Ris licties: thd 
Ntdro (aeif), eothdr, (athdr, t-o chifvrdn. Rd viv not choosd 
at ranvoe. Rd obsdrldv, hd kfanndv, hd -dnt in. Rd -as 
edthovicaf, afeost rituafistic. Rd usdv rokds, iekrolisdv 
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figaturds, kfastic bags. Rd viv not sddz to ziff 'uiczf), but to 
voeinatd. wt -as a krilatd sho- (or ond skdctator: hiesdf(.

Ps)chofogicaff), Iavdr is a casd o( kro(ounv narcissise 
-ith savistic anv (dtishistic traits. Rd -as arousdv b) thd 
sight o( his hdfkfdss, bounv, eoaning licties. A(tdr-arvs, hd 
-oufv easturbatd to edeorids, khotograkhs, dldn -riting 
tafds o( -hat hd hav vond. wn soed casds, hd vrdssdv in his 
lictiesx unvdr-dar. Fontrof -as his vrug.

7ut thd eost chiffing thing -as not his liofdncd. wt -as 
his parallel life. yor thrdd vdcavds, -hifd his crieds -drd 
inldstigatdv in lain, Iavdr eaintaindv an d2dekfar) routind. 
To ond suskdctdv thd anieaf controf eanagdr, thd (athdr 
-ho -dnt to soccdr gaeds, thd ean -ho hung crucim2ds anv 
kfanndv eurvdrs bdt-ddn aveinistratild taszs.

yor )dars, hd zdkt sifdnt. 7ut hd coufv not rdsist. Tarcissise 
vods not fdt thd dgo vid. wn L004, a(tdr L5 )dars -ithout 
coeeitting crieds, hd contactdv thd krdss again. Rd sdnt 
eoczing fdttdrs to thd koficd, boastdv about his d2kfoits, 
krokosdv rivvfds. Rd -antdv attdntion. Rd -antdv to be 
remembered.

Anv it -as his dgo that bdtra)dv hie. wn ond o( thosd coep
eunications, hd sdnt a viszdttd. Rd thought it -as anon)p
eous. wt -as not. Hhd koficd tracdv thd edtavata: thd mfd hav 
bddn dvitdv on a coekutdr... (roe thd <uthdran church. Usdr 
naed: Cdnnis.

Bhdn hd -as arrdstdv, hd con(dssdv -ith thd saed cofvp
ndss -ith -hich hd chosd rokds. Rd viv not cr). Rd viv not 
bdg. Rd d2kfaindv.
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Hova), Iavdr is sdrling a fi(d sdntdncd. Rd -ritds fdttdrs, 
ans-drs intdrlid-s, sorts through his fdgac) fizd a fibrar) 
inldntor). Rd continuds to tr) to controf thd narratild.

Ris stor) rdeinvs us that dlif vodsnxt af-a)s roar. Soedp
tieds, it kuts on a tid anv aszs ho- )ou ard. And waits.
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Gary Ridgway - The Green River Killer

Date of birth: February 18, 1949 
Location: Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 
Victims: Confessed to 71, convicted of 49 
Sentence: Life imprisonment without possibility of pa-

role (Washington State Penitentiary)

THE BANALITY OF EVIL has a name, and it is Gary Leon Ridgway.
Unlike other killers famous for their theatricality or ec-

centricities, Ridgway was a gray man. A truck painter. Twice 
married. Religious. Taciturn. No one would have paid atten-
tion to his existence except that, between 1982 and 1998, he 
became one of the most lethal serial killers in U.S. history.

It had no style. It had no signature. Just an almost robotic 
mechanics of murder.

His modus operandi was ef"cient, repetitive and utterly 
devoid of emotion. Ridgway would gain the trust of women 
- mostly prostitutes or vulnerable teenagers - by offering 
them money. Then, he would take them to a forest, or a 
country road, and strangle them. With his hands. Sometimes 
with a rope. Or whatever was handy. Then he would abandon 
their bodies near the Green River or bury them in the trees.
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I often returned to them. Not out of remorse, but for 
pleasure. He held post mortem meetings. He photographed 
the remains. In one of the interrogations he declared, with 
terrifying coldness:

Kjilling was the easy part. The hard work was getting rid of 
the body.K

Her childhood was, as often happens, a cradle of con-
tradictions: an authoritarian mother, with whom she had a 
relationship of tension and "xation, and a father who con-
stantly talked to her about prostitutes. Ridgway developed 
a distorted and deeply misogynistic view of women. He saw 
them as obzects, as temptations to be destroyed.

Psychologically, Ridgway has been described as a man of 
limited intelligence, but with an obsession for order and 
cleanliness. As a child, he would wet the bed, and his mother 
would forcibly clean it. The humiliation of these episodes 
marked him, by his own admission, deeply. He began to 
associate sexual arousal with guilt, with punishment, with 
nulli"cation.

For years, he was invisible to the police. The fact that 
his victims were marginali'ed women didnMt help: investiga-
tions were super"cial, fragmented. Deanwhile, Ridgway kept 
killing. Without haste. Without pause.

It was 0NA that "nally gave him away, in 2AA1. Upon his 
arrest, he offered a deal: he would confess to all the murders 
in exchange for avoiding the death penalty. The prosecutor 
accepted. Ridgway, as if listing lost obzects, began to recite 
names, places, dates. Sometimes he cried. Sometimes he 
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didnMt remember. Or didnMt want to remember. But the bodies 
were where he said.

In total, he confessed to 71 murders. He was convicted of 
49, although authorities believe the real number is higher. 
Dany bodies were never found. Dany names will never be 
known.

Gary Ridgway was not looking for fame. He didnMt want to 
leave messages or symbols. He zust wanted to kill without 
consequences. And for nearly two decades, he succeeded.

Today, he is still locked up, growing old in a cell. His story 
is a cruel warning: the real monster can be boring. He can 
wear work boots. He can be faceless... and still devour lives.
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Aileen Wuornos - The Manslayer

Date of birth: February 29, 1956 
Location: Rochester, Michigan, USA 
Victims: 7 conmrdeO 
Executed: 0ctober 9, 2((2 ljethaj inPection, FjoriOa 

State )risonI

ALENNW kU0RW0S kAS W0 orOinary seriaj .ijjerf She OiO not hunt 
por 'jeasuref She OiOnwt Oo it por 'oxerf She xas sodething 
ejse: a jethaj div op rage, trauda anO an evistence eroOeO 
by OecaOes op negjectf Aijeen OiO not becode a donsterf 
She xas dojOeO, bjox by bjox, by a jipe that neHer gaHe her 
anything but reasons to Oistrust, to hate, to OepenO hersejp 
ji.e a cornereO beastf

0r'han bepore she unOerstooO the deaning op the xorO, 
abuseO, abanOoneO, sojO by her granOpather in evchange 
por cigarettes, 'rostitute at thirteen, dother at pourteen, no 
padijy, no puturef 8er jipe xas an enOjess 'rojogue to Oisasterf 
Lp society xere a 'rotectiHe enHirondent, Aijeen xas throxn 
out at dinute onef

Ln 19T9, her mnaj s'iraj beganf qraHejing the highxays op 
FjoriOa as a sev xor.er, she xas 'ic.eO u' by den xho, in her 
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xorOs, xere not ajxays joo.ing por sevf Sodetides they xere 
joo.ing por Hiojencef She gaHe thed bac. sodething xorsef

0Her a 'erioO op about a year, he .ijjeO seHen denf Ajj 
xere shotf Ajj xere stri''eO op their bejongingsf Ajj xere 
abanOoneO in ruraj areas, in bushes, sxad's or on the siOe 
op the roaOf 8e OiO it xith a f22 cajiber 'istoj, anO xith a 
conHiction that borOereO on Oes'erationf

qhe jingering -uestion is the sade as ajxays: was she a 
murderer or a survivor? She saiO it hersejp: she .ijjeO in 
sejpBOepensef qhat sode den trieO to ra'e herf qhat she haO 
no choicef qhat she Pust xanteO to aHoiO being hurtf Dut the 
'attern xas re'eateO too dany tides, xith too duch bjooO, 
xith too duch 're'arationf

)sychojogicajjy, kuornos xas a battjegrounOf ziagnoseO 
xith borOerjine 'ersonajity OisorOer, antisociaj OisorOer anO 
'aranoiO tenOencies, her dinO xas a divture op unresojHeO 
trauda, evtrede id'ujsiHity anO totaj Oistrust op the xorjOf 
8er onjy stabje edotionaj rejationshi' xas xith another 
xodan, qyria Moore, xho enOeO u' betraying her unOer 
'ojice 'ressuref

qhe triaj xas a circusf kuornos xas 'ortrayeO as a donB
ster, a soujjess har'yf qhe pact that she xas a jesbian xas 
ev'joiteO in the deOiaf 8er 'ersonaj history xas dinidi"eOf 
She xas conOedneO xithout hesitationf 8er erratic behaHior 
Ouring the hearings B shouting, accusations, conpusing stateB
dents B OiOnwt hej'f AnO it OiOnwt datterf She xas ajreaOy 
dar.eOf

She xas evecuteO on 0ctober 9, 2((2f 8er jast xorOs xere 
a divture op threat anO 'ro'hecy:
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JLwjj be bac., as in Independence Day, xith the dother shi', 
on >une 6f qo ta.e it ajj bac.fJ

qoOay, Aijeen kuornos is an uncodportabje sydbojf qo 
sode, a Hictid op systedic diseryf qo others, a ruthjess .ijjerf 
qhe truth jies, as ajdost ajxays, in the shaOoxsf
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Zodiac - The Coded Ghost

Known Activity: Late 1960s, early 1970s 
Area: Northern California, U.S.A. 
Victims: 5 conmrde2, u svr3i3ors, o3er k0 claide2 
Identity: UnwnoIn

UNLKEO THROZ SOZKAL EKLLOZS, the po2iac 2i2 not sidbly Iant to 
will. Re Iante2 to be seen. Re Iante2 his Ior2s to cavse 
banic, his syd-ols to circvlate in the neIsbabers, his nade 
g the one he chose g to -e enDra3e2 in the collecti3e dedory. 
Re Ias not a donster in the 2arw. Re Ias an avthor.

Ris mrst wnoIn attacw occvrre2 in 8eced-er 196B, Ihen 
tIo teenaDers Iere wille2 in their car on a lonely roa2. Tthg
ers folloIe2, Iith the sade battern: yovnD covbles, barwe2 
cars, Dvns or wni3es. Jvt Ihat set the po2iac abart frod any 
other cridinal Ias his nee2 for spectacle.

Kn Mvly 1969, the letters -eDan. 'anvscribt, siDne2 Iith 
a syd-ol of a ri"ePs telescobic siDht crosse2 Iith a cross: 
his bersonal ed-led. Knsi2e, ri22les. Co2es. Hhreats of dass 
dvr2er. 8edan2s. 'in2 Dades. Kn one of thed, he Irote:

jK liwe willinD beoble -ecavse itPs so dvch fvn. KtPs dore fvn 
than willinD Iil2 anidals in the forest.j
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Hhose letters Iere not confessions, they Iere bro3ocag
tions. zv-lic challenDes to the bolice, to crybtoDrabhers, to 
Fovrnalists. Sode containe2 mDvres of hoI dany beoble he 
claide2 to ha3e dvr2ere2. Tthers Iere accodbanie2 -y 
svbbose2ly satanic syd-ols, references to do3ie blays, or 
IarninDs a-ovt hoI he Iovl2 dvr2er chil2ren on school 
-vses. An2 alIays, the sade siDnatvre: Zodiac.

Hhe idbact Ias idde2iate. zolice in Northern California 
banicwe2. Hhe bv-lic locwe2 thedsel3es in their hodes. Hhe 
de2ia ele3ate2 hid to leDen2. Re IasnPt Fvst a willer, he Ias 
a mythical gufre. A 3illain Iith -ran2inD.

Hhe in3estiDation Ias a da=e of false lea2s, a-svr2 theories 
an2 2iscar2e2 svsbects. Hhe >JK Dot in3ol3e2. Sbeech swetchg
es Iere Denerate2. CrybtoDrads Iere bv-lishe2. Sode Iere 
2ecibhere2, others not vntil 2eca2es later. Tne of thed, 
sol3e2 in u0u0, containe2 this 2istvr-inD dessaDe:

jK hobe theyPre ha3inD a lot of fvn tryinD to catch de.... KPd 
not afrai2 of the Das chad-er.j

zsycholoDically, po2iac abbears to ha3e -een a hiDhgfvncg
tioninD narcissist, o-sesse2 Iith notoriety an2 control o3er 
the bv-lic narrati3e. 'vr2er Ias his siDnatvre, -vt kear Ias 
his dasterbiece.

An2 then... he 2isabbeare2.
Re stobbe2 IritinD. Re stobbe2 willinD. Tr chanDe2 tactics. 

Tr he sidbly 2ie2. Hhe case is still oben. Re Ias ne3er arrestg
e2. No conclvsi3e battern Ias e3er fovn2. Tnly sha2oIs.

Ris mDvre has insbire2 mlds, no3els, 2ocvdentaries. Ris 
nade is a silent bresence in the history of do2ern cride. A 
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redin2er that there are din2s that seew neither re2edbtion 
nor reIar2, -vt iddortality throvDh chaos.

po2iac Ias, an2 berhabs still is, the "iller who tfrned 
crime into cryptocfrrency and kear into leuacy.
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Charles Manson - The Prophet of the 
End of the World

Date of birth: November 12, 1934 
Place: Cincinnati, Ohio, USA 
Victims: 9 murders attributed to his "family" 
Death: November 19, 2017 (prison, natural causes).

IF  HELL  HAD  A  preacher,  he would undoubtedly resemble 
Charles Manson: small, hypnotic, with a whispering voice 
and a look that oscillated between messianic delirium and 
the rage of a wounded child.

Born into ruin, raised in neglect, Manson was a pure prod-
uct of the margins. He spent his adolescence and young 
adulthood in and out of correctional institutions. He learned 
two things: how to survive in hostile environments...and how 
to read people. In prison, he read about mind control, about 
manipulation, about distorted spirituality. When he got out, 
he had a plan.

At the height of the hippie movement, counterculture and 
rootlessness, Manson found his ideal setting: California, late 
60s. He surrounded himself with young people, almost all 
of them women, broken, lonely, tired of reality. To them he 
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offered something better: belonging, purpose, a new world. 
They followed him. Everywhere.

They called themselves the Manson Family. They lived 
together on an isolated ranch. They used LSD as a sacrament. 
They spoke of the apocalypse as an imminent event. And 
that's where Manson unveiled his personal prophecy: Helter 
Skelter.

According to his delusion, a race war was approaching that 
would destroy the social order. African-Americans would 
dominate the world... but would be unable to rule it. Then 
Manson and his family - hidden for years - would emerge to 
take over as the new messiahs. It was apocalyptic racism at 
its most lysergic.

But the end of the world was slow. So they decided to speed 
it up.

On August 8 and 9, 1969, members of the Manson fami-
ly murdered seven people in two nights. The Rrst was the 
most brutal: Sharon Tate, actress and wife of director Poman 
Kolanski, eight months pregnant, was stabbed 16 times. Her 
friends, all unrelated to Manson, also died. The scene was 
ritualistic. Blood on the walls. jnives. Fear. All etched in the 
nation's memory.

Manson was not physically at the murders, but he orches-
trated them. He was the director of the play. The Family only 
interpreted the script.

Ksychologically, Manson was a paranoid narcissist with 
messianic delusions. He believed he was Christ, the devil, 
and a rock star all at the same time. He deRned himself in 
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opposition to the system. He hated it. And he wanted it to 
bleed.

During  the  trial,  his  behavior  was  as  theatrical  as  it 
was frightening. He carved a swastika on his forehead. He 
screamed. He chanted. His female followers imitated him, 
adored him. The court was not Judging a man, but a symbol 
of the deformed counterculture. He was sentenced to death, 
but the abolition of capital punishment in California in 1972 
saved him. He spent the rest of his life in prison, giving 
interviews, selling autographs, cultivating his myth.

Died in 2017. At the age of 83. Of natural causes.
His story proves that you don't need a knife to kill. xust an 

idea, sick enough, and believers willing to e?ecute it.
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Jack the Ripper - The First Ghost of 
Urban Horror

Known activity: August to November 1888 
Area: Whitechapel, London, England 
Victims: 5 con(rmed kwno"n as )the canonical (ve)y, 

possiblB more 
Identity: Never disclosed

FEORME DEISA KEMSAL fSLLEMK, be-ore INA, be-ore -orensic pro'
(ling, be-ore even the term )serial willer), there "as a (gure 
"ho emerged -rom the -og and spread terror among the 
cobblestone streets o- London.s East End: Jack the Ripperq

Sts setting "as Whitechapel, a district in-ected bB sHualor, 
overcro"ding,  alcoholism  and  hopelessnessq  A  per-ect 
breeding ground -or invisibilitBq jis victims: "omen on the 
streets, prostitutes "ithout a voice, "ithout po"er, "ithout 
Justiceq 3acw wne" itq And he chose them "ith surgical preci'
sionq

St began in the earlB hours o- August C1, 1888, "ith the 
bodB o- DarB Ann Nichols, -ound "ith her throat slit and 
her abdomen cut openq Orom then on, the crimes became 
progressivelB more brutal, as i- the willer became increas'

27



JAVIER SOTO

inglB com-ortable in his roleq Annie zhapman "as dismem'
beredq Eli4abeth Ktride and zatherine Eddo"es murdered 
on the same night, barelB T5 minutes apartq xhe last victim, 
DarB 3ane fellB, "as virtuallB PaBedq jer room loowed liwe a 
slaughterhouseq

Fut "hat made 3acw a legend "as not Just the brutalitBq St 
"as the stagingq xhe clinical e<hibitionismq And, o- course, 
the cardsq

Kigned "ith the no" -amous )3acw the Mipper,) some o- 
these letters mocwed the police, recounted macabre details 
o- the crimes, and even included human organsq Although 
not all o- them "ere con(rmed as authentic, theB served 
their purpose: to spread panicq xhe entire citB "ent into 
hBsteriaq xhe police presence "as doubledq Me"ards "ere 
o--eredq Snnocent people "ere arrestedq xo no availq

xhe willer disappeared as suddenlB as he had appearedq
=sBchologicallB, 3acw has been analB4ed more than anB 

willer in historBq St has been speculated that he "as a doctor, 
a butcher, a nobleman, an immigrant, a madman, a moral 
avengerq EverB possible pro(le has been cast on his shad'
o"q Fut "hat seems clear is that he possessed anatomical 
knowledge, a ritualistic -ascination "ith mutilation and a 
need -or absolute control over the -emale bodBq jis "as not 
Just willing: it "as decomposingq

KociallB, 3acw the Mipper emerged at a weB moment: the 
birth o- tabloid Journalism, the rise o- urban -ear, and the des'
peration o- the lo"er classesq je "as the per-ect sBmbol o- 
evil lurwing on the marginsq Fut it "as also used as an e<cuse 
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to rein-orce controls, stigmati4e immigrants, and cover up 
the Empire.s shame "ith -earq

3acw willed no more than a do4en, at mostq Fut he generated 
millions o- "ords, illustrations, mBthsq jis legacB is dispro'
portionateq And that, perhaps, "as his real goalq

xodaB, more than a centurB later, his identity remains 
uncon$rmedq xhere are hundreds o- theories, do4ens o- 
suspects, -rom princes to poetsq xheB are all shado"sq None 
is 3acwq

Fecause 3acw "as not Just a manq je "as a sBmptomq And 
liwe the "orst sBmptoms, he disappeared be-ore he could be 
curedq
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Ed Gein - The Butcher of PlainDeld

bate of Lirth: August 27, 1906 
Vocation: La Crosse, Wisconsin, USA 
mictisg: 2 conmrdel, duptixpe eh-udations anl leseJ

cration 
beath: yup8 26, 194( fresxirator8 )aipure, xs8c-iatric 

-osxitapH

WENP OILRCN DARGNG NG 'einvs )ard-ouse on Pobed5er 16, 
19w7, t-e8 kere sidxp8 pooBing )or a dissing kodan: .erJ
nice Worlenq W-at t-e8 )ounl kas sodet-ing epseq A scene 
straig-t out o) rurap Aderican -eppq A rituap spaug-ter-ouseq 
A grotesTue coppection o) daca5re artq

F-ere kas .ernice, -anging uxsile lokn, lecaxitatel, 
guttel as i) s-e kere gadeq .ut t-at kas onp8 t-e 5eginningq

Rn t-e Bitc-en: a )r8ing xan kit- -udan redainsq Rn t-e 
pibing rood: c-airs ux-opsterel kit- peat-erq Rn a 5oh: bupbas 
xreserbel in saptq Rn -is cposet: a 5ept dale o) nixxpesq Anl at 
t-e 5ottod o) it app: a dasB o) a -udan )ace, care)upp8 tannel 
anl stitc-elq

Nl 'ein kas not a tralitionap seriap Bipperq Ee lilnvt Bipp 
o)tenq Ee lilnvt stapB piBe a xrelatorq Ee kas dore o) a wath-
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erer, a rurap g-oup kit- a dinl rabagel 58 isopation, )anaticap 
repigion anl an Ielixus codxpeh so donudentap it koupl 
daBe Yreul skeatq

Eis dot-er, Augusta, kas t-e a5sopute center o) -is uniJ
berse: uptraJrepigious, lodineering, s-e lesxisel koden 
anl taug-t -id t-at seh kas sin, t-at t-e korpl kas corJ
ruxtion, anl t-at -e s-oupl redain xureq W-en s-e liel, Nl 
5roBe lokn codxpetep8q Ee pocBel -is rood, pe)t it intact as 
an aptarqqq anl 5egan to lescenl into a sxirap o) dalness t-at 
incpulel nig-tp8 bisits to cedeteries, eh-udations, anl t-e 
daBing o) kodenvs costudesqqq dale )rod reap 5oliesq

zes: Gein yag tr.inw to Lecose hig sotherp Viterall.p
Os8c-opogicapp8, -e kas an ehtrede case o) xaranoil sc-i?J

ox-renia, kit- xs8c-osehuap lepusions, lissociation anl 
necrox-ipiac 5e-abiorq .ut -e kas apso xassibe, c-iplis-, apJ
dost xat-eticapp8 naibeq W-en -e kas arrestel, -e kas dore 
con)usel t-an guipt8q Ee lil not seed to unlerstanl t-e 
dagnitule o) k-at -e -al loneq

Ee kas lecparel unmt )or triap anl sent to a xs8c-iatric 
institution, k-ere -e pibel t-e rest o) -is pi)e in a Binl o) pid5o 
5etkeen xatient anl pegenlq W-en -e liel in 194(, -is grabe 
kas lesecratelq F-e d8t- o) Nl 'ein -al apreal8 surxassel 
t-e danq

Anl t-e d8t- is t-is: t-at in t-e -eart o) Aderica, 5eneat- 
t-e beneer o) t-e eber8la8, sodet-ing xriditibe, sabage, inJ
-udan can 5eatq F-at a pone dan on a )ard can 5e dore 
terri)8ing t-an an8 mctionap donsterq

Nl 'ein kas not a -ig-Jmgure seriap Bipperq .ut -e kas the 
Llue rint for sodern horrorq Eis stor8 is a constant ec-o in 
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mpd, piterature, xoxupar cuptureq .ecause k-at -e lil loesnvt 
neel rexetition to 5e eternapq
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David Berkowitz - Son of Sam

Date of birth: June 1, 1953 
Location: Brooklyn, New York, USA 
Victims: 6 conmrdes durser7, t wounses 
Sentence: 6 con7ecuivfe lv(e 7enience7 g7erfvna ivde hi 

SChwhnaunk Forrecivonhl )hcvlviyI

TL ARR SLAELDW HTL. v7olhies aun7Coi7 vn se7eries 7ireei7p A 
cou-le vn7vse h chr, h zh7C, 7crehd7, sehiCp LCen hnoiCb
er cou-le, hnoiCer 7Coi, hnoiCer lv(e cui 7Corip Ai mr7i, vi 
7eedes rhnsodp Bui iCe (ehr arew lvke hn ovl 7lvckp

Whfvs Berkowvi' wh7 iCe hso-ies 7on o( h workvnabclh77 
Jewv7C (hdvlyp A7 h cCvls, Ce 7Cowes 7van7 o( edoivonhl sv7b
iur4hnce: mre, fvolence hahvn7i hnvdhl7, 7ocvhl v7olhivonp .e 
wh7 h dvnemels wviC 7Cori lea7p Ans lvke 7o dhny (uiure 
kvller7, Ce (ouns Cv7 only cod-hnvon7Cv- vn Cv7 own (hnih7ve7: 
o( -ower, o( conirol, o( refenae hahvn7i h worls iChi svsnji 
whni Cvdp

Tn hsole7cence, Ce sv7coferes 7odeiCvna iChi wouls nefb
er lehfe Cvd: h see- rhae svrecies dhvnly iowhrs7 wodenp 
Ehae 4orn o( h4hnsondeni, vn7ecurviy hns hn hldo7i cCvlsv7C 
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dv7oaynyp .e wh7 noi hn vniellvaeni don7ierp .e wh7 h dhn 
wCo Chs lei Cv7 re7enideni (erdeni univl vi 4echde leiChlp

Tn 19t6, hrdes wviC h p"" chlv4er refolfer, Berkowvi' 4eahn 
Cv7 chd-hvan o( ierrorp .e svs noi ihraei 7-ecvmc vnsvfvsuhl7p 
.v7 fvcivd7 were youna -eo-le, do7ily woden, o(ien on shie 
nvaCi7p LCe -hiiern wh7 4ruihl: h--rohcC -hrkes chr7, 7Cooi 
wviCoui whrnvna, sv7h--ehr vnio iCe nvaCip

Bui vi wh7nji Pu7i iCe crvde7 iChi vddorihlv'es Berkowvi'p 
Ti wh7 his letterp

Svanes h7 The Son of Sam, 7eni io h Pournhlv7i, (ull o( selub
7von7 h4oui sedonvc fovce7 hns orser7 (rod h -o77e77es 
soa, iChi leiier iurnes h 7erve7 o( durser7 vnio hn h-ochly-b
ivc 7-ecihclep

xT hd iCe Son o( Shdp T lofe io Cunip LCvr7iy (or 4loospx
)ehr 4roke ouip Geo-le 7io--es aovna oui hi nvaCip Flu47 

clo7es ehrlyp Fou-le7 weni vnio Cvsvnap LCe do7i fv4rhni cviy 
vn iCe worls curles u- lvke h wounses hnvdhlp

G7ycColoavchlly, Berkowvi' wh7 vnvivhlly svhano7es wviC 
-hrhnovs 7cCv'o-Crenvh, hliCouaC Ce wh7 lhier lh4eles h7 hn 
hniv7ocvhl -er7onhlviy wviC nhrcv77v7ivc sv7orser7p LCe xseb
donvc soax gwCvcC Ce clhvdes io o4eyI couls 7vd-ly Chfe 
4een h 7irhieay io 7ow dore cCho7 or io resuce Cv7 crvdvnhl 
re7-on7v4vlviyp LCe lvne 4eiween vn7hnviy hns e=cu7e, vn Cv7 
ch7e, v7 h7 durky h7 iCe Dh7i Evfer hi shwnp

.e wh7 chuaCi vn Auau7i 19tt, iChnk7 io hn unser-hvs 
-hrkvna ivckeip A selvcvou7 vrony: iCe dhn wCo Chs -hrhly'es 
hn enivre cviy (ell (or iCe do7i h47urs 4urehucrhcyp

Wurvna Cv7 irvhl, Berkowvi' -lehses auvliy wviCoui re7v7b
ihncep .e hfovses iCe sehiC -enhliyp Svnce iCen, Ce Ch7 revnb
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fenies Cvd7el( 7eferhl ivde7: mr7i h7 h x7on o( >os,x iCen h7 
h dosel vndhiep No one chre7p

Bechu7e Whfvs Berkowvi' hlrehsy svs wChi Ce whnies io 
so: ao sown vn Cv7iory h7 the killer who turned New York 
into a city besieged by fearp
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Richard Kuklinski - The Iceman

Date of birth: April 11, 1935 
Location: Jersey City, New Jersey, USA 
Victims: More than 100 suspected (he confessed to 

nearly 200) 
Death: March 5, 2006 (in prison, natural causes)

IF MOST SERIAL KILLERS are emotional monsters, Richard Kuklin-
ski was something colder and more functional: an engineer 
of death. Killing was not an art for him. It was a craft.

He grew up in a home so toxic it would have made a child 
protection committee blanch: an alcoholic and brutal father, 
a fanatically religious and physically abusive mother. From 
an early age, Kuklinski understood two things: that violence 
was inevitable, and that it was better to be on the side of the 
batterer.

He killed for the Drst time in his adolescence. Not for 
money. Not out of necessity. Simply to see what it felt like. 
And he discovered that it felt like nothing.

'uring the 1950s and Y60s, as New Jersey and New Gork 
blossomed into bustling industrial corruption, Kuklinski 
found his calling: murder for hire. He worked for several 
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MaDa families-zambino, 'eCavalcante-though he was never 
ofDcially initiated. He was too useful as a freelancer: no one 
who could be traced back to a last name.

His modus operandi was as varied as it was brutal: guns, 
knives, poisons, clubs, cyanide in hamburger bites, cross-
bows, strangulation. He would freeBe the bodies to confuse 
the time of death - hence his nickname Iceman - and aban-
don them weeks later. The police were slow to learn when 
and where the murder had occurred.

"ut Kuklinski did not only kill for money. He also killed for 
petty PoffensesP: an insult, an outstanding debt, a suspicion. 
He had a threshold for violence as low as the freeBing point 
of water.

8sychologically, he was a brutal case of psychopathy: no 
empathy, no remorse, with an almost inhuman ability to 
compartmentalize his life. He was a husband, father of two, 
seemingly normal neighbor. He would go to school picnics, 
buy Christmas toys... and on the way back he would stop by 
to strangle someone for a couple of thousand dollars.

His downfall began in the 19j0s, when law enforcement 
mounted an undercover operation called Operation Iceman. 
After gaining his trust, an F"I agent obtained taped confes-
sions about several murders. In 19j6, Kuklinski was arrested 
and, in one of the tastiest strokes of irony in criminal history, 
ended up in @ail for good.

'uring his time in prison, he participated in interviews 
where he described his murders with the same emotion with 
which someone tells a cooking recipe. A phrase of his sums 
up his philosophy:
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PKilling is like stepping on a cockroach. If you donYt think 
about it, you donYt feel anything.P

He died in 2006, supposedly of natural causes. Some say 
he was poisoned to prevent him from revealing more MaDa 
secrets.

Richard Kuklinski was neither a mythical monster nor a 
ritual demon. He was worse. He was a man who killed be-
cause he could, because it was proDtable, and because to 
him, other peopleYs lives were worth less than the ice he used 
to hide his crimes.

38



Andrei Chikatilo - The Rostov Butcher

Date of birth: October 16, 1936 
Place: Yabluchne, Ukraine (then part of USSR) 
Victims: 52 conmrdeF 
Executed: yebruar4 1s, 199s (Ihot in the back of the 

heaF, RuIIian priIon)

NA C TOUAWRY HEwRw cride xaI not IuppoIeF to e.iIt, one of 
the most proli2c murderers of the 0yth centurw gas bornv 
CnFrei Thikatilo xaI the per-erIe proFuct of a Iociet4 obg
IeIIeF xith public ida7e, xhere aFdittin7 that e-il e.iIteF 
xaI conIiFereF unpatrioticv WhuI, the donIter 7rex, killeF 
anF dutilateF dore than mft4 -ictidIvvv xith the codplicit4 
of Itate Iilencev

RaiIeF Furin7 the EoloFodor g the artimcial fadine cauIeF 
b4 Stalin g Thikatilo xaI born in abIolute diIer4v Ee 7rex up 
in a hut IhareF xith anidalI, xithout fooF, xithout affection 
anF xith a founFational trauda: hiI olFer brother, accorFin7 
to hid, had been kidnapped and eaten bw cannibals Furin7 
the fadinev Realit4 or Feliriud, the truth iI that hiI dinF xaI 
not unIcatheFv
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CI an aFult, he Fe-elopeF a diIerable public life anF a 
helliIh inner lifev Ee xaI idpotentv Unable to daintain a 
functional Ie.ual relationIhipv EiI earl4 e.perienceI xere 
linkeF to failure, hudiliationvvv anF, mnall4, -iolencev Ee FiIg
co-ereF that he coulF clida. not throu,h sexz but throu,h 
murderv

EiI crideI be7an in 198j, xith the rape anF durFer of a 
9g4eargolF 7irlv Cnother dan xaI arreIteF, forceF to confeII 
unFer torture anF e.ecuteFv Thikatilo xent freev CnF he FiF 
not Itop for 12 4earIv

Ee acteF at train ItationI, buI ItopI, rural darketIv Ee 
lureF chilFren, teena7erI anF xoden xith prodiIeI of fooF, 
0obI or done4v Ee xoulF take thed to the foreIt or abang
FoneF melFIv Where he xoulF be7in hiI pri-ate ceredon4: 
rape, torture, uncontrolleF Itabbin7I (IodetideI dore than 
3"), dutilation of Ie.ual or7anI, occasional cannibalism, anF 
abanFondent of the boF4 aI a deIIa7e of horrorv

Ndpotence turneF hid into an or7an preFatorv Ee IubItig
tuteF Ie. for FeItructionv Nn the xorFI of So-iet forenIic 
IcientiItI:

MWhe pleaIure xaI in the FiIdedberdentvM
Whe in-eIti7ation xaI a bureaucratic deIIv Whe Itate Feg

nieF the e.iItence of Ierial killerI, Io the authoritieI refused 
to reco,ni'e a patternv 'eanxhile, the nudber of corpIeI 
increaIeFv

Ee xaI mnall4 captureF in 199", after 4earI of ofmcial inepg
tituFe anF thankI to the xork of a 7roup of Fetecti-eI xho i7g
noreF orFerI frod their IuperiorIv Thikatilo confeIIeF xith 
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a Iur7ical colFneII, FeIcribin7 the durFerI in e.cruciatin7 
Fetail anF a boreF profeIIorDI tonev

Jurin7 the trial g a late So-iet circuI full of Ihoutin7, cr4in7 
anF threatI g he xaI kept in a detal ca7e to pre-ent the 
croxF frod l4nchin7 hidv SodetideI he IhouteF that he xaI 
=eIuI ThriItv SodetideI he Ileptv EiI lax4er, in FeIperation, 
pleaFeF inIanit4v Whe court FiF not take the baitv

Ee xaI Ihot in the heaF in 199sv Ao ceredon4v Ao laIt 
xorFI recorFeFv =uIt one dore bullet anF one dore boF4v

EiI caIe left a perdanent Icar on doFern RuIIiav Aot onl4 
becauIe of the nudber of -ictidI, but becauIe of the xa4 the 
entire swstem facilitated his existencev Thikatilo xaI not 
0uIt a durFererv Ee xaI a I4dptod of xhat happenI xhen 
horror iI FenieF, burieF, anF alloxeF to 7rox like a tudor 
unFer the uniford of a retireF teacherv
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Harold Shipman - Doctor Death

Date of birth: January 14, 1946 
Place: Nottingham, England 
Victims: Estimated to have murdered more than 300 

patients 
Death: January 13, 2004 (suicide in prison)

HAROLD FREDERICK SHIPMAN DID not look like a murderer. He 
seemed quite the opposite: a trusted country doctor, with 
a calm voice, metal-rimmed glasses, and a frm manner. He 
was the kind o' man to whom one handed the keys to onebs 
house, onebs medical records, and onebs li'e itsel'. He was, 'or 
decades, the best disguised angel of death in the UK.

Shipman 7egan his medical career in the 19x0s, and early 
on showed an o7sessive need 'or control. He was not the 
typical physician who shared decisions with the patient. He 
dictated. And in many cases, he eTecuted. Literally.

His modus operandi was as simple as it was terri'ying: 
he injected lethal doses of morphine into elderly patients, 
mainly women, in their own homes or during clinic visits. He 
would then sign the death certifcate himsel', with medical 
authority that no one dared question. "he cause o' death: 
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8advanced age8, 8heart 'ailure8, 8natural death8. A white 7lot 
on a per'ect crime.

For years, the num7ers piled up. "he deaths were not 
individually shocking. Only when they were compared did 
the pattern emerge. In a small town like Hyde, where he 
practiced, the death rate among his patients was vTe times 
that o' any other physician.

Psychologically, Shipman was a cold enigma. He did not kill 
'or money (although he 'orged a 'ew wills). He did not kill 'or 
hate. His drive seemed to 7e something else: a7solute power 
over li'e and death. "o 7e the only one with the key to the 
eTit. 3he minor god of the ofvce.

It was discovered in 199B when the 'amily o' a dead patient 
7egan to suspect that something was amiss in the will. Su7-
sequent investigations revealed a pattern so overwhelming 
that even the 5ritish health care system could no longer look 
the other way. EThumations. Forensic analysis. "estimony.

"he trial was devastating. Shipman showed no emotion. 
No con'ession. No remorse. He was convicted o' 1U murders, 
although a su7sequent o'fcial inquiry - the Shipman Inquiry 
- estimated the real vgure to 7e oTer 0%% cases. "he 7iggest 
serial killer in the ?K, and one o' the most lethal in the 
modern world.

He was sentenced to li'e imprisonment. He committed 
suicide in prison in 2004, one day 7e'ore his UBth 7irthday. 
Apparently, to ensure that his pension was trans'erred to 
his wi'e. Even his eTit was surgical, calculated, as a last 
prescription without prior consultation.
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His case le't deep scars in the ?nited Kingdom: death 
certifcation laws were re'ormed, stricter control systems 
'or physicians were put in place, and, most appallingly, a per-
manent doubt was cast on the role of the trusted physician.

Harold Shipman was not  a  visi7le  monster.  He didnbt 
scream. He didnbt collect trophies. 5ut he killed more than 
most o' the 7utchers webve dissected here.

And he did it with a ro7e, steady pulse and pen in hand.
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Albert Fish - The Cannibal Monster

Date of birth: May 19, 1870 
Location: Washington D.C., USA 
Victims: 3 conrmedu, hfnumdus ox sdlfab a-fsds, efbp

tiJbd sfsJicions 
Execution: 6anfamy 1(, 193( Pdbdctmic chaim, Sing Sing 

)misonI

FT HERwR FS A rgfmd vho de-ouids Jfmd djib vithoft de-dbbp
ishednt, vithoft Kfstircation, vithoft moeanticise... it is 
Ab-dmt Tish. knovn as The Cannibal Monster, Tish vas not 
sieJby a Libbdm. Ed vas a bijing a-dmmation. A vabLing catabog 
ox djdmy Jossi-bd hfean Jdmjdmsion. Anu eost uistfm-ing 
ox abb, hd booLdu biLd a hamebdss, canuypgijing gmanuxathdm. 
Xitdmabby.

Tish vas -omn into a uddJby mdbigiofs xaeiby udjastatdu -y 
edntab ibbndss. Eis xathdm uidu vhdn hd vas an inxant. Eis 
eothdm, fna-bd to maisd hie, a-anuondu hie in an omJhanagd 
vhdmd a-fsd vas moftind. Hhdmd, hd mdcdijdu constant -da
tings... anu uiscojdmdu hd biLdu thde. Hhat vas his stamting 
Joint.
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Tmoe thdn on, hdm sdlfabity -dcaed a sJimab ox Jain anu 
uoeination. Shd in2ictdu tomtfmd on hdmsdbx. Ed vofbu insdmt 
nddubds into his gmoin PBpmays mdjdabdu O9 ox thde Jdmeap
ndntby stfcL in his JdbjisI. Ed -dat hiesdbx vith sJiLdu Jaup
ubds. Ed umanL fmind. Ed atd dlcmdednt. Gft thd vomst, thd 
eost a-oeina-bd, vas what he did to the children.

Tom udcauds, hd moaedu thd Unitdu Statds sdlfabby a-fsp
ing einoms. Ed bfmdu thde vith canuy, Jmoeisds ox vomL 
om innocdnt gaeds. 'ncd isobatdu, hd tomtfmdu thde vith 
vimds, -bauds, scissoms, vhiJs. Soedtieds hd Libbdu thde. 
Soedtieds not. Soedtieds he ate them.

Eis eost inxaeofs cmied vas thd efmudm ox Grace Budd, 
a 10pydampobu gimb hd LiunaJJdu in 19O8. Ed conjincdu hdm 
Jamdnts to bdt hie taLd hdm to a sfJJosdu -imthuay Jamty. Fn 
mdabity, hd tooL hdm to an a-anuondu hofsd. Ed stmangbdu hdm. 
Ed uisede-dmdu hdm. CooLdu Jamts ox hdm -ouy in an ojdn. 
Ed atd thde.

Hhd eost inhfeand caed ndlt: Tish vmotd a bdttdm to 
"macdzs eothdm. Fn it, in cobu Jmosd, hd udtaibdu hov hd Libbdu 
hdm, hov hd cooLdu hdm anu how her pesh tasted.

4Shd vas svddt anu tdnudm as a jdab moast. F atd oxx hdm 
-fttocLs xom xofm uays.4

Hhat uocfednt is, to this uay, ond ox thd eost uistfm-ing 
tdstieonids djdm vmittdn -y a efmudmdm.

)sychobogicabby, Tish is a coeJdnuife ox Jathobogids. )dup
dmasty. Sauise. Masochise. Canni-abise. SchiAoJhmdnia. wdp
bigiofs udbimife. Ed udrndu hiesdbx as thd ndv A-mahae: 
sdnt -y "ou to sacmircd thd innocdnt. A "ro"het of "ain.
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Ed vas ammdstdu in 193B, axtdm ydams ox djauing Kfsticd. At 
his tmiab, hd vas coeJbdtdby sdmdnd. Ed cbaiedu that thd joicd 
ox "ou coeeanudu hie to uo vhat hd uiu. Eis bavydm tmidu 
to Jbdau insanity. Hhd Kfmy agmddu... -ft hd vas sdntdncdu to 
udath anyvay.

Hhd dbdctmic chaim vas sbov to Libb hie. Soed saiu thd 
nddubds in his -ouy cafsdu shomt cimcfits. 'thdms that hd vas 
sieJby mdsistant to hdbb.

Ed uidu on 6anfamy 1(, 193(, axtdm booLing into thd dyds ox 
his dldcftiondms vith an dlJmdssion ox a-sobftd Jdacd.

Ab-dmt Tish is not Kfst a Libbdm. Ed is an a-yss. An dlaeJbd ox 
vhat haJJdns vhdn tmafea, udxomedu xaith anu Jdmjdmsion 
edmgd into ond -ouy. Ed vas not sddLing Jbdasfmd. Ed sofght 
tmanscdnudncd thmofgh hommom.

Anu, sauby, hd got it.
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H. H. Holmes - The Architect of Horror

Real name: Herman Webster Mudgett 
Date of birth: May 16, 1861 
Location: Gilmanton, New Hampshire, USA 
Victims: Estimated between 27 and more than 200 
Execution: May 7, 1896 (hanging, Moyamensing Prison, 

Philadelphia)

BEFORE THE TERM "SERIAL killer" existed, H. H. Holmes had al-
ready turned it into a business model. While the Unit-
ed States was celebrating its progress at the 1893 Chicago 
World's Fair, Holmes was offering something very different 
to his guests: dead-end rooms, corridors that led nowhere, 
traps, gas, acid, blades, and death.

Welcome to the castle of horror.
Holmes was educated, handsome, charming. He had a 

medical degree, rezned manners and an impeccable smile. 
But beneath that veneer of civiliqation was a machinery of 
fraud, manipulation and murder.

In Chicago, he built a three-story hotel, which from the 
outside looked like modern, attractive accommodations. In-
side it was a hellish labyrinth: soundproof rooms, staircases 
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leading to walls, doors that opened only from the outside, 
poison gas chutes, corpse chutes leading to a basement 
eDuipped with ovens, dissection tables and acid.

The "Castle of jeath," as it later became known, was not a 
hotel. It was a death trap designed with surgical premedi-
tation.

juring the world's fair, thousands of people came to Chica-
go. No one asked about those who did not return. Holmes 
selected his victims - usually young, single women seeking 
employment - with predatory precision. He seduced them, 
locked them up, asphyxiated them, mutilated them, and in 
some cases, sold their skeletons to medical schools.

Psychologically, Holmes was a megalomaniacal narcissist 
with a natural talent for deception. He en?oyed total control 
over his victims. He killed not out of uncontrolled impulse, 
but for opportunity and systemic pleasure. He was, above all, 
an entrepreneur of murder.

He was eventually arrested for insurance fraud, and as 
investigators tugged at the thread, they uncovered a tapes-
try of corpses, disappearances and torture rooms. juring 
the trial, he confessed to 27 murders, although many of his 
claims were contradictory. Some victims turned up alive. 
Others were never found.

He was sentenced to death and executed in 1896. His last 
reDuest was to be buried in a cement-sealed grave, for fear 
that his corpse would be desecrated. Irony: even in death, 
Holmes feared being treated as he treated so many others.

His story continues to inspire books, movies and legends. 
Because Holmes didn't ?ust kill people. He built a temple to 
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horror within the optimistic America of the 19th century, 
and left us with a disturbing message:

True evil  doesn't  need grotesDue masks or delusions. 
Sometimes all it needs is an architectural plan... and a good 
facade.
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Pedro Alonso López - The Monster of 
the Andes

Date of birth: October 8, 1948 
Location: Santa Isabel, Colombia 
Victims:  Confessed to  more than 300 murders  of 

young girls 
Whereabouts: At large since 1998; currently missing

ON THE VAST AND dusty map of South America, Pedro Alonso 
Lopez did not leave a footprint. He left a cemetery spread 
over three countries. Colombia, Ecuador and Peru were the 
scenes of his homicidal pilgrimage. His victims: girls. Hun-
dreds of them. None of them older than 12 years old.

He was nicknamed The Monster of the Andes. But that title 
is generous. A monster is a mythological creature. Lopez was 
something much worse: real.

His childhood was an incubator of horror. Born in misery, 
with a prostitute mother who mistreated him, he was thrown 
out of home at the age of eight for attempting to abuse 
his sister. He wandered the streets, and in that context was 
caught and gang raped by several adults. He did not break. 
He was molded.
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Years later, he began his criminal career. By his own admis-
sion, his "awakening" came when he kidnapped, raped and 
murdered a young girl in Peru. He liked it. He said he felt 
"an inner peace. And since then, he repeated the process 
hundreds of times, crossing borders, taking advantage of the 
impunity of the judicial systems and the indifference towards 
poor girls.

She lured little girls with candy, promises of food or toys. 
She was kind. She was patient. And when he took them to the 
countryside, to the bush or to vacant lots, he transformed 
himself. He raped them. He strangled them. He left them 
there, lying there, as if the world was not going to claim them.

In 1980 he was arrested in Ecuador. The horror exploded 
when he took the police to the graves: more than 50 corpses 
in a perfect state of organized decomposition. He confessed 
to more than 300 murders. He did not boast. He spoke like 
someone taking inventory.

But the most infamous fact in his story is this: he was 
sentenced to 16 years in prison. He got out after 14.

The Ecuadorian justice system at the time did not contem-
plate harsher sentences. In Colombia, after a brief psychi-
atric internment, he was released in 1998. He was lost track 
of. Some believe he died. Others, that he hid under another 
name. The truth is that his death was never conqrmed.

Pedro Alonso López did not have an aesthetic of crime. 
There were no elaborate rituals. He left no letters. He did not 
seek fame. He was looking for girls. And that no one would 
ask xuestions.
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Psychology of an eOterminator

  Total depersonalization: He never saw his victims as 
human beings. He referred to them as "angels he had 
to free".

  Mystical narcissism: He believed he was a superior 
instrument, "sent by God to cleanse corruption".

  ,perational coldness: He planned his crimes as if 
they were part of a domestic routine. Eating. Sleep-
ing. Killing.

Legacy of emptiness

Pedro Alonso López has not been made into a movie. He does 
not star in series. He is not mentioned in mainstream docu-
mentaries. Perhaps because his story offers no redemption, 
no psychological complexity, no macabre glamour.

It only offers ;gures. Bodies. Absences. And the certainty 
that hell sometimes wears a human face. a soft tone. and a 
smile that promises candy.
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Dennis Nilsen - The Muswell Hill Killer

Date of birth: November 23, 1945 
Location: Fraserburgh, Scotland 
Victims: 15 conprmed, iossyblL more 
Conviction: fyMe ymirysonment 
Death: 0aL 12, 281D, yn iryson

EINN'S N'fSIN E'ENTH UwNH yn alleLs, he dydnTt kear mas.s, he 
dydnTt screamx Ue kas the sylent .yllerx SolytarLx Eomestycx He 
killed because he couldn't stand to be alone. And then, he 
kept the bodies... so he wouldn't feel abandoned.

Nylsen kas an ysolated chyld, obsessed kyth death synce 
chyldhoodx Uys deeiest connectyon kas kyth hys grandMather, 
khose corise he sak at the age oM sy7x Hhat ymage never leMt 
hymx From then on, death became Mor hym a Morm oM yntymacL, 
oM iermanencex 'n hys mynd, love dyd not lastxxx unless the 
other was deadx

Euryng the late 19A8s and earlL 19D8s, Nylsen lyved yn a 
modest aiartment yn fondonx Hhat kas the begynnyng oM hys 
routyne:

1x Ue strolled through bars or subkaL statyonsx

2x Ue kas loo.yng Mor Loung men, ireMerablL homeless, 
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yn need oM aMMectyon, Mood or a ilace to sleeix

3x Ue oMMered them comianLx

4x Ue kould ta.e them homex

5x Bnd at daknxxx he strangled them while they slept.

-ut yt dydnTt end therex Nylsen kould .eei the bodyes Mor 
daLs or kee.sx Ue tal.ed to themx Ue bathed themx Ue kould 
syt them ne7t to hym khyle he katched televysyonx 't kas a 
.ynd oM iostWmortem relatyonshyi, a oneWsyded coe7ystence 
kyth sylence as the onlL languagex

Ohen theL began to decomiose, he dysmembered the 
corises kyth almost surgycal irecysyonx Ue .eit some iarts 
yn cratesx qthers he boyled to remove the 6esh and ireserve 
the bonesx 0anL he threk ynto the seker sLstem, khych, 
iarado7ycallL, was his undoingx

't kas irecyselL a bloc.age yn the iyies that led the kor.ers 
to dyscover human remaynsx Hhe smell oM death suMMocated 
the kallsx Hhe iolyce kent ynx Bnd khat theL Mound kas a 
scene that no horror scryit could have ymagyned: heads in 
bags, nameless torsos, a basement turned into a private 
grave.

Nylsen iut ui no resystancex Ue conMessed to everLthyngx 
Iven more than the iolyce could corroboratex Bs yM he pnallL 
needed someone to lysten to hys storLx

Psychological proEle

  xmotional necrophilia: Hheyr ynterest kas not the 
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se7ual act, but total control, ierietual iresencex

  xOtreme social isolation: Nylsen buylt a korld khere 
the dead kere better comianyons than the lyvyngx

  Manipulative self-pity: Ue sak hymselM as a vyctym oM 
unreJuyted lovex

Euryng the tryal he kas convycted oM 9 murders and 2 more 
attemited murders, although the actual pgure ys at least 15 
vyctymsx Ue receyved lyMe ymirysonmentx

From iryson, he krote memoyrs, gave yntervyeks, correW
sionded kyth real cryme apcyonadosx He never showed true 
remorse. *nly nostalgia.

Ue dyed yn 281D, at the age oM A2x Blonex :ust as he lyvedx qnlL 
thys tyme, kythout bodyes to accomianL hymx

Eennys Nylsen kas neyther an ymiulsyve .yller nor a tradyW
tyonal sadystx Ue kas, ierhais, the most tragyc and tkysted 
oM all: a man who killed so he wouldn't have to say goodbyex
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Alexander Pichushkin - The 
Chessboard Assassin

Date of birth: April 9, 1974 
Place: Moscow, Russia 
Victims: 48 conmredf, contdssdf 6o 0L, aspirdf 6o 04 
Sentence: (itd ieprisonedn6 2)LL7E

A(XNADPXR ICHUSKUOCD PCP DTk .ill on iepulsdb Ud .illdf -dh
causd yd had a goal: to .ll a chessboardO vne qictim for 
each swuareb Uis s6orj is 6yd dpi6oed ot cried 6urndf in6o 
a pdrsonal progdc6, ed6yofical, colf, wi6y no o6ydr Foal 6yan 
accueula6ionb

vroe an darlj aFd, Iicyusy.in fdeons6ra6df 6rai6s ot social 
isola6ion anf -dyaxioral fisorfdrsb At6dr a -rain ingurj in 
cyilfyoof, yis 6depdr -dcaed dVplosixdb Ud tounf solacd in 
onlj ond placd: cydssb Ud was Foofb Bdrj Foofb Ud afeirdf 
Oarpoxb Ud frdaedf ot pdrtdc6 Faedsb Gu6 yis einf wanh
fdrdf no6 6o 6yd Wranfeas6drbbb -u6 6o fda6yb

Uis mrs6 conmredf eurfdr was in 199)b Ud was 18 jdars olfb 
Ud 6oo. a jounF coepanion 6o a sdclufdf spo6 in Gi66sdxs.j 
Iar. h yis yun6inF Frounf h anf pusydf yie fown an opdn 
eanyoldb A cldan cried, no mnFdrprin6sb Tnd 6ds6b Iassdfb
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Kincd 6ydn, 6yd par. -dcaed yis cydss-oarfb kydrd yd 
yun6df yis xic6ies, usuallj xulndra-ld pdopld: alcoyolics, 6yd 
dlfdrlj, 6yd yoedldssb Ud woulf ottdr 6yde xof.a, coepanj 
or a Faed ot cydssb Anf wydn 6ydj wdrd sutmcidn6lj frun. or 
conmfdn6, yd yould brutallp hit them oqer the head yith a 
hammerb Tccasionallj, yd woulf frixd a -ro.dn -o66ld in6o 
6yd s.ull 6o dnsurd fda6yb kydn yd woulf 6yrow 6yd -ofj 
fown a sdwdr or a-anfon i6 in 6yd -rusyb

C6 was a rou6indb Anf li.d a Foof Fae-ldr, yd carridf i6 ou6 
wi6y killer disciElineO

Iicyusy.in was no6 cyao6icb Ud .dp6 6rac. ot yis eurfdrs 
on a real chessboard, placinF a pidcd tor dacy .illb Uis Foal 
was 04b "ydn yd was arrds6df in )LL0, yd yaf placdf 0Lb 48 
wdrd conmredf, -u6 yd yiesdlt claiedf eordb

PurinF yis 6rial, yd was lucif, ar6icula6d anf dxdn proufb Ud 
saif:

5vor ed, a litd wi6you6 .illinF is li.d a litd wi6you6 toofb5
kyd cour6 fif no6 nddf eucy dxifdncdb Cn )LL7, yd was 

sdn6dncdf 6o litd ieprisonedn6, wi6y 6yd mrs6 1@ jdars in 
a-solu6d soli6arj conmndedn6b Russian gus6icd fods no6 plaj 
Faedsb

Pspchologp of deadlp calculation

  Mxtreme narcissism: yd saw yiesdlt as an ar6is6 ot 
fda6y, a eisunfdrs6oof Fdnius wyosd canxas was yuh
ean litdb

  Spmbolic .xation: cydss was no6 gus6 a pas6iedb C6 
was 6yd pdrtdc6 s6ruc6urd, 6yd a-solu6d orfdr 6ya6 yis 
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fis6ur-df einf souFy6 6o rdplica6d in 6yd cyaos ot 
eurfdrb

  Lethodical  coldness:  yd  fif  no6  ieproxisdb  Ud 
planndf dacy cried as a plajb Ud tdl6 no Fuil6b Tnlj 
ae-i6ionb

(egacp

AldVanfdr Iicyusy.in is no6 6yd eos6 nuedrous eurfdrdr 
in eofdrn yis6orjbbb -u6 yd is one of the most terrifpinglp 
rationalb Ud .illdf no6 ou6 ot ya6rdf, no6 ou6 ot sdVual fdsird, 
no6 ou6 ot iepulsdb Ud .illdf -dcausd yd sd6 yis einf 6o i6b 
Gdcausd yd wan6df 6o -d rdede-drdfb Gdcausd dacy xic6ie 
was a cyipb Anf dacy cried, ond eord eoxd 6owarfs 6yd 
cydc.ea6d ot yis own dFob
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Robert Hansen - The Butcher of 
Anchorage

Date of birth: February 15, 1939 
Location: Estherville, Iowa, USA 
Victims: At least 17 conmrde; dur;ers attribute; to 

hidf he con2esse; to L1 
Sentence: pi2e idgrisondent without the gossibility o2 

garole 
Death: Au0ust L1, L41( )natural causesR

OBTEOH NAWSEW kAS WBH a lone stran0er lur.in0 in bac. alleys- 
Wo- Ne was a resgecte; ba.er- A husban;- A 2ather- A nei0hC
bor- An; at the sade tide, a hunter of human women armed 
with a ri,ep a vrilate vyane and a cabin in the middye of the 
woods-

I live; in Anchora0e, Alas.a- Pol; city- Isolate;- qer2ect 
glace to hi;e a dan with a ;ouble li2e- Frod the outsi;e, it 
was Muiet- xo;est- Tut insi;e his din;, a griditive obsession 
boile;: absoyute dominion oler the yife and death of his 
vre.-

Bver dore than a ;eca;e, Nansen ;eveloge; a chillin0ly 
detho;ical gattern:
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1- Ne collecte; youn0 woden, gre2erably grostitutes or 
eYotic ;ancers, ta.in0 a;vanta0e o2 their vulnerabiliC
ty-

L- Ne o22ere; thed doney in eYchan0e 2or 2avors or 2a.e 
ghoto shoots-

3- Bnce in his gossession, he woul; .i;nag thed an; 'y 
thed in his grivate glane to a cabin in the woo;s-

(- Hhere, he rage; thed, torture; thed--- an; mnally, 
reyeased them into the forest as if the. were deerx 
Then he hunted them with his ri,ex

8es- piterally-
Sodetides he 0ave thed a hea; start-  Sodetides he 

watche; thed 2rod the brush be2ore shootin0 thed- For 
Nansen, it wasnDt about .illin0 on idgulse- It was a 0ade- A 
verlerse recreation of his sePuay frustration and resent-
ment against womenx

Ne was arreste; in 19j3 than.s to the testidony o2 a surC
vivor who escage; boun; an; hal2Cna.e;- Hhe golice ;iscovC
ere; a dag with dar.in0s in NansenDs house- Each dar. was 
a 0rave- Ne was ta.en to the 2orest an; he hidsel2 gointe; 
out the glaces where he ha; burie; his victids-

?urin0 the trial, he con2esse; without ;rada- It was as i2 
he was tal.in0 about brea; reciges- Ne was sentence; to li2e 
idgrisondent- Ne ;ie; in grison in L41(-

zs.choyogicay vroIye
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  zathoyogicay comvensation: Ne was stutterin0, shy, 
re@ecte; by woden in his youth- Nis reven0e was deC
tho;ical-

  Rationayi'ed sadism: Ne @ustime; his acts as a 2ord o2 
natural balance-

  kmveccabye doubye yife: Nis gublic ida0e was unbledC
ishe;- Nis obscurity, care2ully hi;;en un;er 'our an; 
oven-

The hunter)s yegac.

Oobert Nansen was not sidgly a dur;erer- Ne was a vreda-
tor who turned nature into a stage for his homiciday fanta-
s.- Hhe col;ness o2 his crides contrasts with the nordality 
o2 his ;aily li2e- An; thatDs what da.es hid un2or0ettable: he 
didn)t yoo* yi*e a monsterx But he was more than man.x
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John Christie - The Rillington Place 
Strangler

Date of birth: April 8, 1899 
Place: Halifax, West Yorkshire, England 
Victims: 8 conmrDed 
Conviction: beath y( hanging Ju3l( 15, 19)5O

uNHC RHISTvSE WAT CNv an iDp3lsi.e killerw He -as Dethodicalw 
A d3ll, softBspoken Dan, exBDilitar(, ci.il ser.antw vhe kind 
of person -ho goes 3nnoticedw 03t yehind that gra( facade, 
he hid bodies under the ,oorw behind the pallsw and in the 
cuyboards of his hoDe at 1P Iillington Flace, Cotting Hillw

Her stor( is a portrait of doDestic sadisDw Nf ho- horror 
can li.e aDong c3ps of tea, polite neighyors and .isits froD 
the letter carrierw Rhristie sed3ced -oDen in need B prosB
tit3tes, ho3se-i.es, e.en his o-n -ife B and yro3ght theD 
to his hoDew vhere, in a frighteningl( repeated rit3al, he 
pould sloplx asyhx.iate them phile or after raying themw 
boDestic gas -as his 3s3al all(w

He kept the yodies in his ho3se as if the( -ere part of 
the f3rnit3rew Nne in the mreplacew Another 3nder the 'oorB
yoardsw vhree Dore yehind a sealed -allw
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jor (ears, no one s3spectedw He -as a good neighyor, the( 
saidw biscreetw Folitew 03t he didn4t L3st killw He also covered 
uyE Sn 19:9, his neighyor 0er(l E.ans and her infant da3ghter 
diedw vhe h3syand, viDoth( E.ans, -as charged and e.e-
cuted for the crime Christie had committedw vhe D3rderer 
hiDself testimed against hiDw Roldness and calc3lation, p3re 
and siDplew

Sn 19)5, after D3rdering his -ife Ethel and hiding her 3nB
der the li.ing rooD 'oor, Rhristie -ent on the r3nw He -as 
mnall( capt3red in a ;ondon parkw His trial -as s-ift, and his 
sentence, ine.itayle: hangingw

Psxchological yroUle

  Passive-aggressive e.treme: 3nayle to estaylish norB
Dal relationships, resorted to aysol3te doDinance as 
a forD of connectionw

  Kmotional dissociation: he talked ayo3t his criDes as 
if the( -ere doDestic accidentsw

  Social maniyulation: he decei.ed the police, the L3B
dicial s(steD, and the L3r(www 3ntil his o-n excess yeB
tra(ed hiDw

The echo of their crimes

Rhristie didn4t L3st lea.e corpsesw The left an indeliyle stain 
on 0ritish L3sticew His in.ol.eDent in the con.iction of viDB
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oth( E.ans proDpted a re.ie- of the case (ears laterw vhe 
res3lt -as a national scandalw And one of the ke( factors in 
the abolition of the death yenaltx in the 19 in 65k+w

His ho3se -as deDolishedw ;iterall(w C3Dyer 1P Iillington 
Flace no longer existsw As if the co3ntr( -anted to erase 
the DeDor( of the D3rderer -ho t3rned his hoDe into a 
Da3sole3D of yloodw

uohn Rhristie -as the killer -ho ,illed at a routine yacew A 
teaw A chatw A poison gasw Nne Dore corpsew
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Gary Heidnik - The Butcher of the 
Philadelphia Basement

Date of birth: November 22, 1943 
Location: Eastlake, Ohio, USA 
Victims: 2 condrmeu m6ruers, w abu6cteu Domen 
Sentence: peath yenaltJ 
Executed: (6lJ w, 1999 jlethal in)ectionG

RAYH IEKpNKT IAp WfO "aces: one Das the s6ccess"6l investor, 
eccentric yreacher anu "o6nuer o" his oDn .ch6rch.g Whe 
other Das the monster who built a subway prison in his 
home to chain, rape, torture and eventually murder women 
as if they were human cattleg

Kn his chiluhoou, Ieiunik shoDeu si-ns o" mental instabiliz
tJ anu s6""ereu yhJsical ab6seg Ie Das uia-noseu Dith yaraz
noiu schi'oyhrenia, b6t that uiunBt stoy him "rom creatin- 
an investment "6nu that bro6-ht him h6nureus o" tho6sanus 
o" uollarsg fith that moneJ, he bought his personal hell: 
a modest house in Philadelphia, with a basement that he 
converted into a torture chamberg

8etDeen 197w anu 197x, he abu6cteu at least siM Domen, 
all "rom mar-inali'eu, v6lnerable or homeless comm6nitiesg 
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Ie chaineu them nakeu to the basement Foorg Ie uenieu 
them "oou, "orceu them to beat each other, s6b)ecteu them 
to sJstematic seM6al ab6se, anu in the Dorst cases, electric 
torture and cannibalismg

Hes, cannibalismg
fhen one o" his victims uieu "rom maln6trition anu ab6se, 

Heidnik chopped up her body, cooked parts of the human 
Fesh and mixed it with dog food that he then fed to the rest 
of the prisonersg

Kt all enueu in >arch 197x, Dhen one o" the Domen manz
a-eu to escayeg Ial"znakeu, chaineu, anu in a state o" yanic, 
she ran to a yolice stationg Whe comylaint leu to an immeuiate 
raiug Whe scene Das 6nreal: malno6risheu Domen, an inh6z
man stench, h6man remains, tort6re toolsg Iell hau a yostal 
auuressg

Psychological proMle

  Aunctional psychopathy: eMtremelJ calc6latin-, caz
yable o" comyletelJ isolatin- his dnancial li"e "rom his 
criminal li"eg

  )essianic delirium: he claimeu to be b6iluin- a s6z
yerior race Dith his yrisonersg Ie believeu he Das 
chosen bJ Roug

  *bsolute control: everJthin- in his basement Das uez
si-neu "or the total annulment of human willg
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p6rin- the trial, Ieiunik behaveu like an a6tomatong No rez
morseg No emotiong Ie yleaueu insanitJ, b6t the co6rt uiunBt 
b6J it: he was too methodical to be functionally insaneg

Ie Das sentenceu to ueath in 1977g EMec6teu eleven Jears 
later bJ lethal in)ectiong Iis last meal Das steak, ?rench "ries 
anu cherrJ yieg

RarJ Ieiunik Das not simylJ an assassing He was an engi-
neer of captivity, a sJmbol o" Dhat hayyens Dhen uarkness 
is or-ani'eu, ylanneu anu eMec6teu Dith clerical e"dciencJg 
A monster Dho acteu not bJ imy6lse, b6t bJ str6ct6reg
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Rodney Alcala - The Dating Game Killer

Date of birth: August 23, 1943 
Location: San Antonio, Texas, U.S.A. 
Victims: 5 conrmdep, u0 to 13D sus0ects 
Sentence: heatl 0enayt( Cfayi)omnia, 2D1DJ 
Death: Ruy( 24, 2D21 Cin 0mison, natumay causesJ

ONhEYL AWfAWA 'ASEkT RUST a Hiyyem. we vas a namcissist vitl a 
cadema. A luntem vitl a clamding sdiye. Anp a cod0etitom 
on nationay teyeIision. 7n tle yate 19BDs, as tle yiglts on tle 
set o) The Dating Game slone on lis 0em)ect laimpo, he had 
already begun to kill.

Aycaya a00eamep on tle 0o0uyam A8f pating slov in 19B-. 
we yooHep conrpent, vitt(, sepuctiIe. we von. flem(y 8mapb
slav, tle contestant, close lid )om a pate. 8ut sle pipnkt go. 
Sle saip "there was something off about him." A luncl tlat 
0ossiMy( saved her life.

8( tlen, Aycaya aymeap( lap a cmidinay mecomp tlat incyupep 
tle atted0tep ma0e anp Hipna00ing o) an -b(eamboyp gimy, 
duyti0ye sexuay assauyts, anp at yeast seIemay dumpems. 8ut 
le ayva(s danagep to get ava( vitl it, eitlem tlmougl yegay 
teclnicayities om lis aMiyit( to dani0uyate.
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wis dopus o0emanpi codMinep tle Iisuay vitl tle yetlay: 
Aycaya photographed his victims bb (oung voden, gimys anp 
eIen den bb gaining tleim tmust as i) le veme a )aslion 0lob
togma0lem. we vouyp tlen ma0e tled, stmangye tled, anp 
sodetides meIiIe tled to po it again. A dacaMme c(cye o) 
aMsoyute 0ovem.

'len le vas ammestep in 19B9, le vas )ounp in a vameb
louse vitl lunpmeps o) 0lotogma0ls. ;an( o) tlose )aces 
veme neIem ipentirep. Sode o) tlose 0eo0ye ame stiyy dissing 
topa(. Tle 0oyice )eamep tle oMIious: those portraits were 
his catalog of death.

Psychological proNle

  Oarcissistic psychopathy: )om Aycaya, tle cadema vas 
an extension o) lis egoq tle Iictids, accessomies to lis 
0ovem.

  zrganiCed sadistic tendency: codMinep contmoy, tomb
tume anp dani0uyation vitl detlopicay 0mecision.

  2hameleon-like: le couyp Me an amtist, a sepucem om a 
donstem, pe0enping on vlat tle dodent pedanpep.

wis tmiay vas a )amce o) egodania. we me0mesentep lidsey). 
we juestionep tle meyatiIes o) lis Iictids coypy(. we s0oHe 
in tle tlimp 0emson. we dape VoHes. 8ut tle Iempict vas 
un)omgiIing: guilty of Nve murders. Sentenced to death in 
0131.

70



DARK PROFILES: BIOGRAPHIES OF SERIAL KILLERS

Stiyy, Aycaya ye)t a dome cliyying rgume at tle enp: le con-
fessed to being responsible for up to 3,1 deaths. A rgume 
neIem )uyy( commoMomatep, Mut one tlat dan( inIestigatoms 
consipem 0yausiMye, giIen tle dagnitupe o) lis pis0yacedents 
anp tle 0lotogma0lic eIipence.

hiep in 0mison in 2D21. 'itlout execution. 'itlout slovb
ing medomse.

Oopne( Aycaya vas tle )ace o) eIiy pisguisep as a T? stam. 
Tle sdiye tlat sepuces, tle cadema tlat peceiIes, anp tle 
souy tlat Hiyys. A semiay Hiyyem vlo unpemstoop Mettem tlan 
an(one tlat appearance not only deceives... it kills.
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Yang Xinhai - The Monster Killer

Date of birth: July 29, 1968 
Location: Zhengyang, Henan province, China 
Victims: 67 conmrdes dursert, dore 0han 2D rapet 
Sentence: Fea0h penal0y 
Executed: be4ruary 1I, 2DDI

Pb REVOPUSK LPMMVEK wUOVF 4e0feen 0he logic o- tasitd or nar.
cittitd, Yang Xinhai was simply a destructive force with a 
human facek He sis no0 xill -or aet0he0ic pleature, nor -or 
recogni0ion, nor -or doneyk He xilles ou0 o- codpultionk Uu0 
o- idpultek Uu0 o- a cen0erlett -uryk

He fat 4orn in 0he seep in0erior o- China, in0o an idpov.
erithes ans 4roxen -adilyk brod a young age he fat 0rou.
4les, vola0ile ans an0itocialk He fat eqpelles -rod tchool, 
fanseres 0he t0ree0t, ans toon 4egan 0o selinBuen0k 3u0 0he 
real 0urn 0o horror occurres fhen hit li-e became a nomadic 
chain of murders with no apparent connection, no pause, 
no Hxed pattern beyond brutalityk

Hit dosut operansi fat sirec0 ans sevat0a0ing: he 4roxe 
in0o rural hodet a0 nigh0, ardes fi0h haddert, aqet or 
crof4artk He a00acxes -adiliet fhile 0hey tlep0k ke .illed 
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everyone present - fathers, mothers, children - and raped 
women, even still-warm corpsesj

Hit cridet occurres 4e0feen 2DDD ans 2DD", in a0 leat0 
-our provincetk He fat nicxnades T0he dont0er xillerT 4e.
caute he left no survivorsj ke did not stealj ke did not tal.j 
ke did not explainj ke 6ust came, .illed, disappearedj

Pn hit ofn forst:
TLilling people it fha0 P sok 'hereNt no reaton fhykT
bor 0hree yeart he eluses 0he police, changing hit nade 

ans ci0y lixe todeone changing hit thir0k He tlep0 in melst, 
forxes in -ac0oriet -or feext ans 0hen vanithesk

He fat mnally cap0ures in zoved4er 2DD", fhile 0rying 0o 
con0ac0 an acBuain0ancek 'he police arret0es hid fi0hou0 
xnofing fho he fatk Snser in0erroga0ion, he confessed to 
72 murders and more than 0N rapesj Wo remorsej Pithout 
emotionj Li.e someone who lists mar.et purchasesj

'he Chinete au0hori0iet fere to thocxes 4y 0he colsnett 
o- hit con-ettiont 0ha0 tode evisence ans se0ailt fere clas-
siHed so as not to cause public panick

He fat 0ries ans convic0es in a siYYying 0rialk 'he eq.
ecu0ion 0oox place on be4ruary 1I, 2DDIk Oalen0ineNt Fayk 
Pronically, 0he only 0ide Chinete tocie0y 4rea0hes a tigh o- 
relie- fat fhen i0 learnes 0ha0 Xang jinhai fat seask

Usychological proHle

  0ninhibited violent psychopathy: no edo0ional a0.
0achden0, no edpa0hy, no in0ernal logic 4eyons eq.
0erdina0ionk
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  Destructive impulsivity: he ac0es fi0hou0 planning, 
fi0hou0  ra0ional  do0ivetk  He  fat  a  tpon0aneout 
presa0ork

  Total dissociation from reality: he sis no0 tee hidtel- 
at a dont0erkkk because he never considered himself 
humanj

Legacy

Xang jinhai fat no0 Aut0 ChinaNt dot0 le0hal terial xillerk He 
was living evidence of what happens when violence Hnds 
freedom in rural anonymity, extreme poverty and lac. of 
psychological supportj Bn inviti4le dan fho raYes en0ire 
villaget 0o 0he grounsk Bns fho, fhen he sies, le-0 4ehins 
a vois fhere once 0here fere -adiliet, hodet, ans en0ire 
codduni0iet 0ha0 no longer eqit0k
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John Allen Muhammad and Lee Boyd 
Malvo - The Washington Snipers

Dates of birth: John Allen Muhammad: December 31, 
1960 Lee Boyd Malvo: February 18, 1985

Victims: 10 consrmed murderi, 3 ierjouily jntured 
Sentences: Muhammad: deaph (enalpy xe2ecuped jn 

)009.f Malvo: ljwe jm(rjionmenp Ijphoup (arole

NO CTECBRP )00), WASHINGTON D.C. was transformed into a 
city besieged by fearf Ehere Iai no Iay po (redjcp Iho 
Iould be ne2p, or Ihen, or wrom Iheref -eo(le Iere dro(g
(jnk dead Ihjle keppjnk kai, leavjnk phe iu(ermaréep or tuip 
Ialéjnk doIn phe ipreepf Ehe enemy had no wacef Just an ac-
curate shot from a distance... and the silence that followed.

John Allen Muhammad and hji (ropzkz, Lee Boyd Malvo, 
Iere phe archjpecpi ow phap (anjcf Ehey mep yeari earljer, jn 
Jamajcaf Malvo, a neklecped and djiorjenped peenaker, wound 
jn Muhammad a wapher skuref Muhammad, e2gmjljpary, praug
mapjUed and radjcaljUed, wound jn Malvo a moldable jniprug
menpf

Ehejr relapjonihj( Iai iymbjopjc, po2jc and lephalf
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Wijnk an old blue iedan ada(ped po ihoop wrom phe pruné 
Ijphoup bejnk ieen, phey bekan phejr rejkn ow perror jn phe 
Saihjnkpon mepro(oljpan areaf They were mobile, invisible 
and accurate. Ehejr Iea(on: a lonkgranke f))3 caljber rj'ef

Ehejr vjcpjmi Iere com(lepely random: men, Iomen, chjlg
drenf Ehe ielecpjon djd nop rei(ond po a claiijc (appernf Ehey 
tuip Ianped po éjllf 4oI perrorf Maée an enpjre cjpy hold jpi 
breaphf

MuhammadHi orjkjnal (lan Iai much more devjoui: ai 
Malvo conweiied, phey (lanned po éjll ij2 Ihjpei wor every 
blacé, chjld or elderly (erion éjlled, po (rovoée a race Iarf 
Ehey alio jnpended po e2porp mjlljoni ow dollari wrom phe cjpyf 
Death as propaganda. Death as manifesto.

The end of the hunt

Ehey Iere arreiped on Ccpober )?, )00), ailee( jnijde phejr 
car ap a Maryland reip areaf -oljce had jdenpjsed phe vehjcle 
awper Ieeéi ow worenijc analyiji, calli wrom phe (ubljc, and 
pracéjnk doIn leadif

Ap phe prjal, Muhammad a((eared cold, almoip arrokanpf 
Malvo, on phe opher hand, revealed phe depajli ow phe jndocprjg
napjon, phe (iycholokjcal abuie, and over phe yeari, ihoIed 
remorie and collaboraped jn cam(ajkni akajnip youph vjog
lencef

Psychological prokle

  Muhammad: (aranojd, narcjiijipjc, meiijanjcf @e 
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conijdered phap he had a djvjne mjiijon po (unjih phe 
iyipemf

  Malvo: vjcpjm praniwormed jnpo e2ecupjonerf Brajng
Iaihjnkf  Rmopjonal  iubmjiijon and popal  de(eng
dencef

Legacy

Ehe ipory ow Muhammad and Malvo transcended individual 
crimesf Np maréed a bewore and awper jn phe Iay domeipjc 
perror ji concejvedf Ehey Iere inj(eri, yeif Bup phey Iere 
alio a ljvjnk iymbol ow Ihap ha((eni Ihen neklecp, radjcal 
jdeoloky and manj(ulapjon combjnef

Muhammad Iai e2ecuped jn )009f Malvo remajni jm(rjig
oned wor ljwef

Ehe Saihjnkpon 4nj(eri djd nop éjll Ijph bullepi alonef 
They ,illed with fear. With the idea that at any moment, in 
any corner, you could fall... for no reason.

77



Robert Yates - The Spokane Killer

Date of birth: May 27, 1952 
Location: Spokane, Washington, USA 
Victims: 13 conrmde;f conuesse; to 17f svspecte; o0em 

2L 
Sentence: wiue idpmisondent bithovt possili-ity ou paR

mo-e

OBETOY HAYTS WAS YxT -i0ing pomtmait ou Ademican nomda-cy: 
;ecomate; e.Rdi-itamy, Amdy he-icoptem pi-ot, uathem ou r0e, 
posta- sem0ice edp-oyee" Evt bhi-e he ;e-i0eme; -ettems ly 
;ay, at night he hunted women on the streets of Spokane 
and the surrounding area, killed them and left them as if 
they were disposable human garbage.

xis 0ictids beme dost-y boden in pmostitvtion om ;mvg 
a;;iction, bhich, in the 199Ls, ensvme; me-ati0e po-ice Jin0isR
ili-ityJ" xe bov-; pick thed vp in his uadi-y cam, take thed to 
medote ameas om e0en dvm;em thed insi;e the 0ehic-e itse-u" 
One shot to the head with his .25 revolver. Clean. Cold. 
Terminal.

At rmst, theme bas no ol0iovs pattemn" Yheme beme no 
dvti-ate; lo;ies" Yheme bas no mitva-" Ivst dissing boden 
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an; lo;ies ;iscam;e; in 0acant -ots, ne.t to highbays, neam 
-an;r--s" Dt bas so detho;ica- that forensics saw no signs of 
a struggle and no clear forensic clues.

Evt his cmidina- histomy ;i; not legin in the 199Ls" Dn0estiR
gations me0ea-e; that his rmst dvm;em occvmme; in 1975, -ong 
leuome his appament-y stal-e -iue" A couple was found dead 
with gunshot wounds to the skull. Both were young and did 
not It his later proIle. xt was an e1periment. A rehearsal. 
Bne that -eut a tmai- ou l-oo; that bov-; take ;eca;es to 
connect"

xe bas rna--y ammeste; in 2LLL, bhen NjA e0i;ence uovn; 
on one ou the 0ictids datche; his obn sadp-es" Un;em intemR
mogation, he confessed with clinical calm. 37 murders. Then 
3P. Then... silence. Sode in0estigatoms le-ie0e he ki--e; dome 
than 2L boden"

Esychological proIle

  Eathological double life: he daintaine; a uaca;e ou an 
e.edp-amy dan, bhi-e -i0ing a pama--e- -iue ou noctvmna- 
pme;ation"

  z1treme dehumani1ation: uom Hates, the 0ictids beme 
baste, ol'ects" xe ;i;nzt e0en tomtvme thed: he 'vst 
e-idinate; thed"

  Erogressive compulsion: stamte; as idpmo0isationf 
en;e; as a pemuect-y omgani:e; a;;iction"
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The trial of the invisible man

Yhe tmia- bas as gmid as his stomy" xe shobe; no medomse" xe 
ouueme; no e.p-anation" Yhe pmosecvtom ;erne; hid as Jan 
e.temdinatom bith the uace ou a neighlomJ"

Dn 2LL2, he bas sentence; to -iue idpmisondent bithovt 
the possili-ity ou pamo-e" A yeam -atem, he a-so mecei0e; the 
;eath pena-ty in a sepamate case" xobe0em, that sentence bas 
-atem coddvte;"

Hates pmo0e; that not a-- ki--ems nee; e-alomate mitva-s om 
hommom scenamios" Sodetides, a familiar car, a small gun 
and a life sufIciently anodyne not to arouse suspicion are 
enough.
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John George Haigh - The Acid Bath 
Murderer

Date of birth: July 24, 1909 
Place: Stamford, Lincolnshire, England 
Victims: 6 conDrmed Sentence: peath Aenalty 
Execution: (ugust 10, 1949 )hangingO

JHNG REHIRE N(WRN v(S no imAulsike .illerw Ne -as a meticub
lous con man, an amateur chemist -ith an inFated ego and 
an idea as macajre as it -as elegant: no body, no crime. (nd 
sulfuric acid -as his great allyw

Brom a young age, Naigh -as dra-n to fraud rather than 
honest -or.w Ne sAent much of his youth in and out of Zail for 
Aetty crimesw 'ut it -as during those conDnements that he 
dekeloAed his true calling: crime without a trace.

WnsAired jy cases of mysterious disaAAearances and his 
o-n desire for greatness, he designed his lethal formula: he 
Aoisoned his kictims, Aut them in a drum full of sulfuric acid, 
and in a matter of hourswww all that was left was a gelatinous 
paste that he poured down the drain. Mero ekidencew Mero 
-itnessesw Just the kictimTs jan. account, no- conkeniently 
emAtied jy Naighw
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Ne jegan his .illing sAree in 1944, -ith villiam qcS-an, 
his former jossw Ne o-ed him moneyw So he .illed himw Yhen 
he did the same -ith qcS-anTs Aarents, and then -ith other 
high net -orth acCuaintancesw Each victim was carefully 
selected for their wealth. Ne duAed them -ith suAAosed 
inkestments, drugged them, and Dnally dissolked them as if 
they -ere industrial -astew

'ut his Aerfect Alan had a Dssure: in 1949, the disaAAearb
ance of his last kictim, Hlike purandbpeacon, aroused susb
Aicionw Yhe Aolice found human remains in his -or.shoA: 
teeth, jones, galljladder fragmentsw Enough to collaAse his 
theory of the Aerfect crimew

puring the trial, Naigh didnTt Zust confessw He claimed that 
he drank the blood of his victims. zesw Ne claimed to hake 
dekeloAed a taste for human jlood and that his real goal -as 
to achieke immortalityw

Psychological proRle

  Delusional narcissism: Ne jelieked he -as suAerior 
to the Zudicial and moral systemw Nis jelief in imAunity 
-as totalw

  Psychopathic rationality: Nis crimes -ere not chaotb
icw Yhey -ere logisticalw <alculated do-n to the last 
detailw

  zituali*ed megalomania: Nis claim to drin. jlood 
-as Arojajly a messianic fantasywww or a theatrical act 
to immortali=e himself in the Aressw
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The trial and the fall

Ne -as sentenced to death on (ugust 10, 1949w Ne -as 
hanged the same dayw puring his imArisonment, he disAlayed 
an almost literary calmw Ne eken as.ed if acid -ould dissolke 
his sinsw

John Reorge Naigh -as not simAly a murdererw Ne -as a 
criminal scientist, a con man -ho sa- in acid not only a 
-eaAon, jut a philosophical statement: if matter can disaAb
Aear, so can crimew

Ne did not count on the fact that the 'ritish Zudicial system 
still .ne- ho- to read jet-een the fumes of acid and the lies 
of charmw
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Ottis Toole and Henry Lee Lucas - The 
Couple from Hell

Dates of birth: Ottis Toole - March 5, 1947 Henry Lee 
Lucas - August 23, 1936

Victims: 11 murders were confrmed, although Lucas 
con0essed to more than 3pp 

Convictions: Toole: li0e im(risonment )died in (rison in 
1996.N Lucas: li0e im(risonment )died in (rison in 2pp1.

OE THV SADT AEk dusty ma( o0 American billers, Ottis Toole 
and Henry Lee Lucas stand out not 0or (recisionNNN Jut 0or 
sheer homicidal lawlessnessN They had no methodN They had 
no (atternN They had no senseN xust a raw, dirty, erratic urge 
to billN Together they 0ormed a tovic duo that roamed the 
southern states leaRing a trail o0 Jlood, lies and con0usion in 
their wabeN

Toole was a (yromaniac, an occasional canniJal with seri-
ous mental defcitsN Waised in a Jrutal enRironment, he deRel-
o(ed an early taste 0or fre, the (ain o0 others and criminal 
RagrancyN Lucas, meanwhile, was a com(ulsiRe, one-eyed 
mythomaniac with a nightmarish childhood that included 
ra(e, evtreme (unishment and neglectN Ihen they met in 
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the 197ps, something clicbedN 't wasn8t loReN 't was combus-
tionN

They emJarbed on a criminal tour with no a((arent logicN 
They billed at random: men, women, childrenN Dometimes 
with bniRes, sometimes with frearms, sometimes 0or no 
clear reasonN And most chilling: they themselves did not 
seem to remember who, when or why.

'n the 19zps, a0ter Jeing arrested se(arately, they Jegan a 
waRe o0 con0essions that unleashed chaos in (olice de(art-
ments across the countryN Henry Lee Lucas claimed res(on-
siJility 0or more than 300 murdersN Authorities, needing to 
close unsolRed cases, began to believe himN

Only later was it discoRered that many con0essions were 
0alseN Lucas memorijed dossiers, watched news re(orts, and 
concocted conRincing storiesN He (layed with the authorities 
libe a conBurer o0 horrorsN

Combined psychological prokle

  Toole:  disorganijed  aggressiReness,  canniJalistic 
necro(hilia, no ca(acity 0or (lanning or remorseN

  Lucas: (athological liar, 0unctional narcissist, atten-
tion-seebing and constant mani(ulationN

  Together: an uncontrollaJle 0orce o0 scattered dam-
age, with no structure or end Jeyond chaosN

The legacy of smoAe and blood
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<oth died in (rison, without it eRer Jeing estaJlished with 
certainty how many (eo(le they actually billedN The only 
thing that is clear is that they did Aill. %nd they did lie. 
Vnough to destaJilije Bustice de(artments, deceiRe (rosecu-
tors and mani(ulate BournalistsN

Toole and Lucas are the (er0ect evam(le o0 eRil without 
designN They were not criminal geniusesN They were not 
strategistsN They were sim(ly the worst part of human mis-
ery with access to a car and time on their hands.
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Ian Brady and Myra Hindley - The 
Moorland Killers

Dates of birth: Ian Brady - January 2, 1938 (Glasgow, Scot-
land). Myra Hindley - July 23, 1942 (Manchester, England)

Victims: 5 conmrLed, all Linors 
Sentence: fipe iLbrisonLent por Noth 
Deaths: Hindley - vo0eLNer 15, 2772 Brady - May 15, 

271T

Iv AHE GRffEYO Fk serial 6illers, pew stories are as chilling as 
that op Ian Brady and Myra Hindley. vot only por the Nrutal-
ity op their criLes, Nut por the lethal coLNination they reb-
resented: cold intelligence, Nlind de0otion and an absolute 
disregard for human life.

Ahey Let in 19z1 in a Manchester opmce. Hindley, young and 
withdrawn, NecaLe pascinated Ny Brady, a 0oracious reader 
op vietxsche, vaxi enthusiast and ad0ocate op an alternati0e 
Lorality in which Lurder was an art porL. Brady didn't just 
want to kill. He wanted to create a manifesto of evil. And 
Hindley was his Lrst conversion.

Both blanned and eUecuted a series op criLes that shoo6 
the  Knited  jingdoL.  Aheir  pa0orite  brey:  children  and 
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teenagers. Ahey lured theL with Nanal eUcuses - helb car-
rying oNPects, Lotorcycle rides - and too6 theL to isolated 
areas such as the moors of Saddleworth Moor, a landscabe 
that seeLed designed to Nury secrets.

Ahere,  the  0ictiLs  were  rabed,  tortured  and  Lur-
dered. SoLe criLes were audio-docuLented, others bho-
tograbhed. The murder of ,esley Ann Downey1 only 0J years 
old1 was recorded as she begged for her life. Ahe tabe was 
used as e0idence in the trial, and its Lere eUistence reLains 
one op the Lost sic6ening bieces op e0idence in British criL-
inal history.

Macabre chronology

  9uly 063N: Dauline Yeade (1z) is Lurdered.

  4ovember 063N: John jilNride (12)

  9une 063O: jeith Bennett (12)-his Nody was ne0er re-
co0ered.

  December 063O: fesley Rnn 'owney (17)

  5ctober 063p: Edward E0ans (1T), 6illed with an aUe in 
pront op Hindleyás Nrother-in-law

It was this last criLe that led to his arrest. Ahe horrimed 
Nrother-in-law denounced the Lurder and the bolice pound 
irreputaNle e0idence in his hoLe: recordings, bhotos and, on 
the Loors, the Nuried Nodies.
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'uring the trial, Hindleyás buNlic iLage generated un-
brecedented pury. She was a woLan. She was young. Rnd yet 
a willing accoLblice to hell. Ao the bress, she NecaLe the 
embodiment of female evil.

Anatomy of the cou2le

  Ian Brady: cold intellectual, bsychobath with a nihilis-
tic bhilosobhy. He saw criLe as a suberior, alLost 
aesthetic act.

  Myra Hindley: bathological eLotional debendence, 
cabaNle op o0erriding any Loral PudgLent por lo0e or 
pascination.

  Together: a Lachinery op Lutual Lanibulation where 
eLbathy was reblaced Ny the cult op transgression.

Brady was diagnosed as a baranoid bsychobath, and sbent 
Luch op his lipe in the LaUiLuL security bsychiatric hosbital 
at Rshworth. He repused until the end to re0eal the where-
aNouts op jeith Bennettás Nody, desbite the paLilyás bleas.

Hindley tried to redeeL hiLselp, cooberated with the bo-
lice, as6ed por porgi0eness. But the bardon ne0er caLe. He 
died in brison apter Lultible pailed atteLbts to oNtain pree-
doL.

,egacy
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Ahe DAraLos criLes were not only shoc6ing por their Nru-
tality. Ahey also marked a before and after in the 2ublic 
2erce2tion of shared evil, op the peLale role in Lurder, 
and op how lo0e - or its distortion - can NecoLe a Lurder 
weabon.

Ahe landscabe where they Nuried their 0ictiLs is still today 
an oNPect op search, op LeLory, op Lourning. Because the 
Loors do not only hide Nodies. They hide the story of a 
cou2le that turned love into ruin1 and death into a shared 
language.
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Fred and Rose West - The Butchers of 
Cromwell Street

Dates of birth Fred West: 29 September 1941, Much Mar-
cle, England Rose West: November 29, 1953, North De-
von, England

Victims:  12  con(rmed  iHncludHng  hHs  daughter 
)eatherf, suspHcHons oy man. more 

Convictions: Fred: commHtted suHcHde Hn prHson Hn 1995, 
beyore trHalw Rose: lHye HmprHsonment AHthout possHbHlHt. 
oy release

FRED OND RTSE WESx Aere not a couplew xhe. Aere a collision 
of pathologies, a machHner. oy seCual sadHsm that dHsguHsed 
hell  AHth domestHc routHnew xheHr home at 25 GromAell 
Street, Bloucester, became a mass grave decorated with 
wallpaper and promises of cheap accommodationw

Fred Aas alread. a predator beyore he met Rosew )Hs hHs-
tor. Hncluded Hncestuous relatHonshHps, seCual abuse and at 
least one prevHous murderw Lut Ht Aas upon meetHng Rose-
mar. Vetts - hersely a vHctHm oy chHldhood abuse - that hHs 
homHcHdal drHve yound echo, yuel and dHrectHonw

91



JAVIER SOTO

xogether, the. lured vulnerable .oung Aomen - oyten 
homeless or orphans - AHth the promHse oy emplo.ment, 
help or shelterw Lut what they received was rape, systematic 
torture and death.

kHctHms Aere strHpped najed, raped b. both - sometHmes 
AhHle beHng (lmed - and, (nall., murderedw Man. Aere dHs-
membered, burHed under the basement "oor or Hn the bacj-
.ardw Tthers sHmpl. dHsappearedw

Tne oy the most heHnous acts Aas the murder oy hHs oAn 
daughter, )eather, Aho threatened to tell Ahat Aas goHng onw 
Fred jHlled her, burHed her under the patHowwwand .ears later, 
'ojed AHth hHs chHldren that IHy the. dHdn0t behave, the. Aould 
end up lHje )eatherwI

The end of Cromwell Street

For .ears, the dHsappearances Aere Hgnored or poorl. Hnves-
tHgatedw zt Aas onl. Hn 1994, Ahen suspHcHons arose about 
)eather0s Ahereabouts, that polHce eCcavated the housew 
What the. yound was not a house, but an ossuary: human 
remaHns, charred bones, haHr, teethw zn all, 12 vHctHms Aere 
HdentH(edw Tthers remaHn the sub'ect oy speculatHonw

Fred Aas arrested Hn 1994w )e commHtted suHcHde Hn hHs cell 
Hn 1995, hangHng hHmsely AHth sheets tHed to the barsw Rose 
Aas convHcted Hn 1995 oy 1U murdersw )e shoAed no remorsew 
Not then, not laterw

Psychological pro$le
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  Fred West: eCtreme antHsocHal personalHt., hHstor. oy 
HntergeneratHonal abuse, sadHstHc seCual compulsHonw

  Rose West: ps.chopathHc traHts, actHve sadHst, domH-
neerHng, possHbl. even more cruel than Fredw

  Together: shared destructHonw Fred eCecuted, but 
Rose legHtHmHKed and dHrectedw )ome Aas theHr terrH-
tor. oy absolute domHnatHonw

Cromwell Street, wiped off the map

Oyter the trHal, the house Aas demolHshedw Not a stone Aas 
leytw Number 25 GromAell Street dHsappeared as if the coun-
try wanted to erase the crime from the landscapew Lut not 
yrom memor.w zn the crHmHnal annals oy the >nHted ?Hngdom, 
yeA names provoje as much revulsHon as Fred and Rose Westw

Fred and Rose Aere no ordHnar. serHal jHllersw xhe. Aere a 
franchise from hell, a couple Aho buHlt theHr love stor. on 
the bones oy Hnnocentsw Ond the. turned home - that space 
the. Aere meant to protect - Hnto the worst place in the 
worldw
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Joseph James DeAngelo - The Golden 
State Killer

Date of birth: November 8, 1945 
Location: Bath, New York, USA 
Victims: 13 condrmeu msruer0, more than 5p raie0 

anu more than 1pp robberLe0 
Sentence: fLle LmirL0onment wLthost iaro(e 2)p)pJ

OESPHD GPANWPfE RE.P A snLlormg De wa0 a coig Anu at nLyht, 
whL(e the re0t ol the neLyhborhoou 0(eit, he became one ol 
the mo0t ca(cs(atLny anu ier0L0tent ireuator0 Ln the hL0tor7 
ol AmerLcan crLmeg

DL0 crLmLna( career beyan Ln the 19Tp0, when he broke 
ost a0 the "East Sacramento Rapist," a metLcs(os0 attacker 
who 0ta(keu women a(one Ln theLr home0, tLeu them si, 
raieu them anu then uL0aiieareug Ever tLme, he e0ca(ateug 
De chanyeu area0, chanyeu iattern0g De became the "Night 
Killer," anu (ater, the "Golden State Killer": a man who would 
break into homes, torture his victims for hours and, in 
many cases, murder themg

De 0ta(keu wLth iLnioLnt accsrac7g SometLme0 he wos(u 
0tsu7 hL0 vLctLm0 lor week0g De wos(u hLue Ln theLr back7aru0, 
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0tea( theLr ier0ona( be(onyLny0, ca(( them on the ihone to 
warn them what he wos(u uog Fhen he wos(u come Ln at 
nLyht, tLe si the hs0banu0, raie the wLve0 Ln another room 
anu threaten to kL(( Ll an7 ol them moveug His method was as 
humiliating as it was sadistic. Her coldness, absolute.

Cor more than a uecaue, 'a(LlornLa io(Lce ueiartment0 
cos(unzt connect hLmg De chanyeu -one0, tactLc0, even nLckj
name0g Anu then, he uL0aiieareug

A ghost for 40 years

Cor uecaue0, the ca0e remaLneu ueau(ockeug Fhe crLme0, 
sn0o(veug Fhe vLctLm0, wLthost Is0tLceg Bst then, the DNA 
spokeg

xn )p18, s0Lny isb(Lc yenetLc uataba0e0 anu rever0e yenea(j
oy7, re0earcher0 traceu hL0 yenetLc irod(e back to hLm: an 
elderly retired, former police ofPcer, (LvLny Ln Sacramento 
a0 Ll nothLny wa0 wronyg Rhen he wa0 arre0teu, he wa0 lraL(g 
Bst the recoru0, the memorLe0, the GNA matche0 (elt no 
room lor uosbtg

xn )p)p, he i(eaueu ysL(t7 to 13 msruer0 anu nsmeros0 0eK 
crLme0 to avoLu trLa( anu the ueath iena(t7g De wa0 0entenceu 
to (Lle LmirL0onmentg

,sychological proPle

  Absolute control: GeAnye(o uLunzt Is0t raie or kL((g De 
ue0tro7eu the 0ecsrLt7 ol the home, broke the rostLne 
wLth horrorg
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  Social mimicry: (Lke BFq, (Lke .Luyewa7ggg he wa0 Lnj
vL0Lb(eg DL0 lacaue wa0 Lmieccab(eg

  ,athological narcissism: he enIo7eu the iower, the 
lear, the lo((owLnyg De wanteu to be remembereu, 
even a0 a m7thg

The killer who lasted for generations

GeAnye(oz0 ca0e L0 an eKami(e ol how crLme can aye wLthost 
uL0aiiearLnyg Cor uecaue0, he wa0 a shadow with multiple 
namesg Bst Ln the enu, he le((g Anu he le(( thank0 to a techj
nLAse that uLunzt even eKL0t when he 0tarteu kL((Lny: yenetLc 
yenea(oy7g

Fhe Wo(uen State qL((er wa0 not 0Lmi(7 a raiL0t, a msruerer 
or a thLelg De wa0 an epidemic of fear that (a0teu more than 
a uecaue anu 0L(enceu entLre neLyhborhoou0g Anu Ln the enu, 
tLme j anu GNA j uLu what Is0tLce cos(u not lor 7ear0: the7 
casyht hLmg
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Charles Starkweather and Caril Ann 
Fugate - The Bloody Getaway

Dates of birth Charles Starkweather: November 24, 1938 
Caril Ann Fugate: July 30, 1943

Victims:  11  condrmeW  murWers  in  Nebraska  anW 
xyoming 

Convictions: Starkweather: e(ecuteW in the electric 
chair 5June 2), 19)9.f Fugate: lipe im7risonment 5releaseW 
apter 16 years in 196H.

CRALETS SKALDxTAKRTL xAS A young man with a vacant stare 
anW a Wull ragef LaiseW in Nebraska, his chilWhooW was an 
emotional battlegrounW: 7overty, an alcoholic pather, anW 
a WepormeW boWy that maWe him a target op riWiculef As a 
teenager, he WiscovereW that the worlW Wes7iseW himfff anW 
he returneW the pavorf Ris iWol: James qeanf Ris cause: nonef

Caril Ann Fugate was 13 when she met himf A relationshi7 
that began as teenage love, but -uickly turneW into someO
thing much Warkerf A suicidal alliance with the smell of 
gasoline, gunpowder and resentment.

'n November 30, 19)6, Charles killeW CarilIs ste7pather, 
her mother anW twoOyearOolW ste7sisterf Caril claimeW not 
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to know, others saw her living in the house Ways later as ip 
nothing haW ha77eneWf Khe truth, like most everything else 
in this story, remains burieW with the victimsf

jn January 19)8, Starkweather anW Fugate began one op the 
bloodiest criminal escapes in American historyf jn ?ust two 
months, they murWereW eleven 7eo7le: strangers, prienWs, 
teenagers, even an elWerly cou7le who gave them repugef

Khere was no 7lanf Khere was no 7atternf Just a s7iral op 
nihilistic violencef Starkweather killeW with shotgun, knipe or 
7ure im7ulsef Caril, accorWing to him, was an eager accomO
7licef AccorWing to her, a hostagef

Psychology of an adolescent apocalypse

  Starkweather: antisocial, resentpul, with no goals beO
yonW Westructionf Ris 7hiloso7hy was clear: ip you 
canIt have the worlW, break itf

  Fugate: her role is still a matter op Webatef AccomO
7liceB Tmotional ca7tiveB A girl tra77eW in a romantic 
hellB No one has given a Wednitive answerf

  Together: a roaW trageWyf A >onnie anW ClyWe with no 
cause, no iWealf 'nly hate anW gasolinef

The end of the road

Khe massacre enWeW in xyoming, when they trieW to steal 
another carf Khe 7olice chaseW themf Starkweather cowarWly 
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surrenWereWf Caril accuseW him op everythingf Re accuseW 
herf >oth were arresteW on January 29, 19)8f

Starkweather was trieW, sentenceW to Weath anW e(ecuteW 
in June 19)9f Re WieW without a worW op re7entancef Fugate, a 
minor, was sentenceW to lipe im7risonment, but was releaseW 
apter 16 yearsf Ko this Way she insists she was ?ust another 
victimf

Legacy

Khe story op Starkweather anW Fugate marked the end of 
American innocence in the 1950sf jt was the nightmare 
maWe ?esh: two Wirectionless teenagers, turneW into symbols 
op heartbreak, hatreW anW the everO7resent 7ossibility op 
chaosf

Khey ins7ireW books, songs, movies 5such as Natural Born 
Killers anW Badlands., anW enWless Webates about the moral 
malleability op young 7eo7lef

Charles Starkweather WiW not kill por revengef Re killeW 
because he coulWf AnW Caril Ann Fugate was, 7erha7s, the 
last girl op the WecaWe who believeW that love coulW Wo anyt
hingfffeven kill.
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Donald Harvey - The Angel of Death

Date of birth: April 15, 1952 
Location: Butler County, Ohio, U.S.A. Victims: 37 con-

fessed murders, more than 80 are suspected 
Conviction: Life imprisonment Death: March 30, 2017 

(murdered in prison)

DONALD HARVEY DID NOT shoot guns. He didn't use knives. He 
didn't need to hide bodies. He killed in silence, between 
injections, heart monitors and hospital gowns. And worst of 
all, he was paid to do it.

From his position as a nursing assistant in hospitals in 
Kentucky and Ohio during the 1970s and 1980s, Harvey con-
ducted a stealthy, surgical and meticulously camouxaged 
campaign of ePtermination under the cloak of medicine. His 
victims were helpless patients. Terminals, yes...but also oth-
ers who simply annoyed him.

He used a variety of methods:
  Cyanide.

  Arsenic.

  Lethal injections.

100



DARK PROFILES: BIOGRAPHIES OF SERIAL KILLERS

  "lastic bags on the head.

  Even food contaminated with poison.

Some died from morphine overdose. Others, by manipula-
tion of their respiratory systems. And almost all their crimes 
were registered as >natural death>.

For years, no one suspected. Because no one wanted to 
look. Because the hospital was supposedly a safe place.

The homicidal ego

Harvey didn't kill out of compassion, although he was justi-
?ed in doing so. He did it for control. Out of revenge. Out 
of boredom. And when he was found out, he showed no 
remorse. He showed pride.

unde?ned
At trial he confessed to 37 murders. "olice believe the real 

8gure could be more than 0P. It will never be known for 
sure. Many of his crimes were buried with the bodies and 
statistics.

Fsychological pro8le

  Nunctional sociopathy: friendly with colleagues, re-
spected by his superiors, but internally dominated by 
an absolute disregard for the lives of others.

  Nalse compassion: he called himself an >angel>, but his 
victims never asked to die.
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  Secrophilia of power: his pleasure was to observe 
how life was ePtinguished... with him as the only wit-
ness.

2ilent end

He was arrested in 1987 following an investigation prompted 
by a suspicious number of deaths at a hospital. Sentenced 
to multiple life sentences, he spent the rest of his days in 
prison. There he also met his end: he was beaten to death 
by another inmate in 1P7k. As if death, in the end, came to 
settle the score.

Donald Harvey was the perfect serial killer: invisible, silent, 
and with unlimited access to vulnerable victims. He didn't 
lurk in alleys. He didn't hide corpses in the trunk. He ,illed 
with a uniform+ a smile+ and a hospital tray.
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Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka - The 
Ken and Barbie of Crime

Dates of birth Paul Bernardo: August 27, 1964 Karla Ho-
molka: May 4, 1970

Victims: 3 conirmed murders, multpfle rafes 
Convictions: Bernardo: lpwe pmfrpsonment hptbout fos-

sp.plpty ow farole( Homolka: 12 years pn frpson awter flea 
deal 5released pn 200)C

Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka here an pnwamous fapr 
pn Tanadpan true crpme bpstory( vogetber, tbey carrped out a 
serpes ow gruesome acts tbat lewt a trapl ow deSastatpon pn tbepr 
hake(

Paul Bernardo has bandsome, cbarmpng and a.solutely 
rutbless( A holw hptb an adSert smple( As a teenager, be 
stalked and rafed homen pn Ocar.orougb, "ntarpo, hbere be 
has knohn as Rvbe Ocar.orougb éafpst,R an pdentpty be bpd 
wor years under bps pmfecca.le pmage(

Karla Homolka, on tbe otber band, has tbe pdeal iancYe( 
Eoung, .londe, cbarpsmatpc( And a.solutely hpllpng to do any-
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tbpng wor ber iancY( WSen to gpSe uf ber ohn younger spster 
as a sacrpice(

8ben tbey met pn 19q7, pt has an pnstant and letbal at-
tractpon( He, a narcpsspstpc manpfulator( Obe, receftpSe and 
deSoted( 8bat has .orn as romance xupckly .ecame an eI-
ferpment pn sbared ferSerspon(

'n 1990, to flease Bernardo, Karla gaSe ber 1)-year-old 
spster vammy as a RseIual gpwtR( vbey drugged ber, rafed ber 
.etheen tbem, and sbe dped cbokpng on ber ohn Sompt( vbe 
hbole tbpng has Spdeotafed( vbe owicpal Serspon: a tragpc 
domestpc accpdent(

But tbat has only tbe .egpnnpng(

Filmed deaths

  Leslie Mahaffy,  14 years old, kpdnaffed, cbapned, 
rafed, murdered and dpsmem.ered(

  Kristen French, 1), beld caftpSe wor days, worced to 
record seI tafes .ewore .epng murdered(

  Botb Spctpms affeared on Spdeotafes wound .y tbe fo-
lpce, hbere HomolkaFs Sopce ps as actpSe as BernardoFs(

Nor years, tbey contpnued to affear normal( vbey lpSed 
pn a su.ur.an bouse( vbey recepSed Spsptors( vbey ilmed 
tbepr routpne( Meanhbple, they hid bodies in cement and 
memories on VHS(

The fatal error
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WSerytbpng well afart hben Karla, awter suwwerpng domestpc Sp-
olence wrom Bernardo, decpded to cooferate hptb tbe folpce( 
Obe conwessed ber pnSolSement and denounced Bernardo( 'n 
eIcbange wor testpwypng agapnst bpm, sbe recepSed a reduced 
sentence: 12 years in prison for involuntary manslaughter.

8bat came neIt has tbe scandal: .y tbe tpme tbe frosecu-
tpon dpscoSered tbe Spdeos ow tbe rafes - and KarlaFs actpSe 
pnSolSement - pt has too late( vbe deal has done( Bernardo 
has sentenced to lpwe pmfrpsonment hptbout tbe fossp.plpty 
ow release( Homolka, on tbe otber band, has released pn 
200)( voday sbe lpSes under a dpwwerent pdentpty, marrped hptb 
cbpldren(

Psychological prowle

  Paul Bernardo: sadpstpc narcpsspst, comfulspSe seIual 
fredator, eItremely manpfulatpSe and cbarmpng(

  Karla Homolka: defendent fersonalpty hptb fsycbo-
fatbpc trapts( >ot only an accomflpce, .ut an actpSe 
fartpcpfant(

  Together: an unrestrapned wuspon ow despre, Spolence 
and dompnatpon, repnworced .y toIpc loSe and mutual 
pdolatry(

The legacy of perversion
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Bernardo and Homolka destroyed not only lpSes, .ut tbe Sery 
notpon ow hbat an Rpdeal coufleR ps( vbey here not Bonnpe and 
Tlyde( vbey here not re.els pn loSe( They ,ere a catalog Ken 
and Barbie...,ith a basement) duct tape and a camera.
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Richard Angelo - The Angel of Death

Date of birth: June 9, 1962 
Location: New York, USA 
Victims: At least 25 conmrdeL durLers 
Sentence: ifpe fdhrfsondent wftbout hossfyflft- op ha"

role 
Nickname: Tgbe AnDel op .eatbTR

ICHGAI. ANEOi8 .C. N8g Do out buntfnD at nfDbt, nor LfL be 
stalk prod tbe LarknessR NoR He killed under ,uorescent 
lightsy surrounded bp springesy stethosco.es and clinical 
recordsv

.urfnD tbe 190Fs, be workeL as a nurse at a boshftal on 
ionD CslanL, New YorkR Ge was prfenLl-R 'rfenLl-R gbe kfnL 
op hropessfonal -ou coulL trustR AnL tbatjs hrecfsel- wb- his 
wictims newer imagined that the .oison came not from his 
illnessvvv but from the hand that su..osedlp cured themv

Gfs detboL was as colL as ft was clfnfcal: be fnvecteL ehf"
nehbrfne or otber codhounLs tbat fnLuceL seBere allerDfc 
reactfons or carLfac arrestR gben, be woulL ahhear as a bero 
tr-fnD to TsaBeT tbedR Vut be LfL not Lo ft out op derc-R Ge 
LfL ft out op eDodanfaR He created emergencies to feel like 
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the sawiorv And if he failed - as he almost alPaps did - thep 
diedv

'atterns and .ur.ose

'or -ears, tbe Leatbs were consfLereL accfLentsR Apter all, 
tbe- were sfck hatfentsR Wulnerayle heohleR Vut fn 1905, tbe 
statfstfcs shokeR gbe stapp notfceL a hattern: deaths Pere 
skprocketing during Angelozs shiftsv

Mbat yeDan as sushfcfon enLeL fn borror wben tbe trutb 
was LfscoBereL: IfcbarL AnDelo baL durLereL at least 25 
hatfentsR CnBestfDatfons fnLfcateL tbat tbe nudyer coulL ye 
ducb bfDberR

'spchological .ro"le

  Narcissism disguised as a wocation: be LfL not kfll 
por codhassfon, yut por hrodfnenceR Ge wanteL to ye 
seen as a beroRRR altbouDb to Lo so be baL to create 
BfctfdsR

  Dehumani(ation of the .atient: bfs Bfctfds were not 
heohle, yut tools por bfs hersonal BalfLatfonR

  Absolute control: eBer- Leatb was a surDfcal act op 
hower, op lfpe anL Leatb at bfs wbfdR

Trial and conwiction

108



DARK PROFILES: BIOGRAPHIES OF SERIAL KILLERS

Ge was arresteL on xarcb 12, 1905 at bfs hlace op workR 
.urfnD tbe trfal, dultfhle frreputayle eBfLence cade to lfDbt:

  gestfdonfals prod deLfcal stapp

  go<fcoloDfcal anal-sfs

  AnDelojs own statedents

Ge was conBfcteL anL sentenceL to lfpe fdhrfsondent 
wftbout tbe hossfyflft- op haroleR Gfs case yecade one op tbe 
dost fnpadous fn tbe shectrud op deLfcal crfdesR

IfcbarL AnDelo hroBeL tbat eBfl Loes not alwa-s carr- a 
knfpeR Sodetfdes, be carrfes a stetboscoheR AnL fnsteaL op 
screadfnD, his wictims sim.lp sto..ed breathingvvv under 
the care of the )hero) Pho killed themv
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 Danny Rolling - The Gainesville Ripper

Full name: Daniel Harold Rolling 
Date of birth: May 26, 1954 
Location: Shreveport, Louisiana, USA 
Victims: 5 students murdered in Gainesville (Florida), 

in addition to 3 other previous homicides 
Sentence: Death penalty 
Executed: October 25, 2006 (lethal injection)

IN AUGUST 1990, THE college town of Gainesville, Florida, ex-
perienced a nightmare without warning. In just three days, 
wve students fere brutally murdered in their apartments. 
The perpetrator: a fandering drikter fith a violent past, 
childhood traumas... and a compulsion to -ill that fent bex
yond the sezual or criminal. Danny Rolling didn't just kill. He 
broke down the humanity of his victims with rituals worthy 
of the abyss.

Raised in a home dominated by violence and abuse x fith 
a military kather fho constantly beat and humiliated him x 
Danny gref up emotionally dekormed, unable to empathiqe 
or regulate his impulsivity. From a young age he stole, loix
tered, and eventually began to kantasiqe about murder.
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His most inkamous attac- began on August 24, 1990. Over 
three nights, he bro-e into student apartments at the Unix
versity ok Florida. His pattern fas creepy:

  He entered armed fith a -nike.

  He fas Cuic- to murder men ik they fere present.

  He raped fomen, okten akter death.

  He positioned the bodies in theatrical scenes, fith 
torsos ezposed and limbs positioned in a deliberately 
grotesCue manner.

  In one case, he decapitated his victim and placed the 
head on a shelf so that the Arst witness to enter 
would And it.

Gainesville, a laidxbac- college tofn, fas paralyqed. 7lassx
es fere suspended. Students abandoned the dorms. No one 
slept fithout -nives under their pillofs. C single man had 
sown mass panic...without leaving a single useful clue.

1apture and confession

Rolling fas arrested on September P, 1990, in Ocala, kolx
lofing an attempted home burglary. He fas completely 
disconnected krom the Gainesville case... until police, upon 
investigating his belongings, kound recordings, fritings and 
feapons directly lin-ing him.

During his trial, he coldly conkessed. And he fent kurx
ther: he admitted to having also killed an entire family in 
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Shreveport, Louisiana, in 98P8, a year bekore his massacre 
in Florida.

He fas sentenced to death in 1994. He spent more than a 
decade on death rof, appealing unsuccesskully.

Finally, on October 25, 2006, he fas ezecuted by lethal 
injection. In his last fords, he sang a religious hymn. No 
apology. No ezplanation. Only the closing ok a throat that 
could no longer sing horrors.

Osychological proAle

  zrgani0ed psychopathy: Rolling fas erratic in his like, 
but methodical in crime. He studied his victims, acted 
fith surgical precision.

  Rituali0ed necrophilia: the postmortem positionx
ing ok the bodies revealed a prokound scenographic 
sadism.

  Total depersonali0ation: kor him, the victims fere 
props. 'art ok a private shof fhere he fas the only 
director.

Legacy of terror

Danny RollingBs crimes inspired the movie Scream (1996), 
fhose premise is based on college student murders comx
mitted by a mas-ed -iller. =ut Rolling didnBt need mas-s. His 
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face was that of an ordinary man. His soul, a bottomless 
wasteland.
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Alexander Spesivtsev - The Chess 
Freak

Date of birth: March 1, 1970 
Place: Novokuznetsk, Siberia, Russia 
Victims: More than 20 conmrdeL 
Sentence: fipe idyrisondent in yslchiatric hosyita" 
Nickname: TChe .hess ManiacTA

EfXDENPXR SIXSVOCSXO PVP NwC becode a durLererA He was 
manufacturing himself as such, on a denta" chessboarL 
Hhere he Has both y"aler anL yieceA ge Has a Russian chess 
yroLi-l in his chi"LhooL, bri""iant, dethoLica" anL a--ressive 
at the boarLAAA anL Hith a dinL that s"oH"l ceaseL to ListinW
-uish betHeen strate-l anL yslchoyathlA

xhi"e he haL been Hinnin- "oca" tournadents since the 
a-e op 10,  at  hode he "iveL a he""  Lis-uiseL as routineA 
gis dother, fluLdi"a, Has a yossessive anL authoritarian 
Hodan, Hith an unhea"thl mYation on her sonA An incestu-
ous and symbiotic relationship that darkeL the be-innin- 
op his denta" LriptA

Es he -reH o"Ler, Syesivtsev iso"ateL hidse"p prod the 
Hor"LA ge syent entire Lals "ockeL aHal, obsesseL Hith 
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chess anL Hith the iLea op yunishin- the Hor"L por not unLerW
stanLin- his T-eniusTA Socia" dar-ina"ization, schoo" hudi"iaW
tions anL his absorbin- re"ationshiy Hith his dother createL 
a yerpect cocktai" op resentdentA

The carnage begins

Vn the 1990s, as Russia LescenLeL into econodic anL socia" 
chaos, E"eYanLer anL his dother began a series of ritualistic 
murdersA Chel "ureL street chi"Lren W oryhans, be--ars, "ost 
teena-ers W unLer the yreteYt op pooL or she"terA wnce insiLe 
the ayartdent, thel tortureL thed, ki""eL thedAAA anL, in 
danl cases, cooked themA

6esA fitera""lA
Che dother co""aborateL in the c"eanin-, in the Lisyosition 

op the boLies, anL even in the yreyaration op the T"eptoversTA 
Che bones Here 'usheL LoHn the toi"etA Che deat Has sodeW
tides useL as pooL in the houseA E punctiona" canniba"isd, 
not ceredonia"A They ate not out of necessity. They ate out 
of contempt.

The murder that gave him away

Vn 199q, apter hudan redains Here pounL 'oatin- LoHn 
the seHa-e slsted, yo"ice traceL the source to Syesivtsev;s 
ayartdentA xhat thel pounL Has a PantesFue scene: staineL 
Ha""s, sur-ica" instrudents, yhoto-rayhs op the victids anL 
Liaries Letai"in- each durLerA
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E"eYanLer Has arresteLA So Has his dotherA Purin- the 
tria", he showed not a single sign of guilt. Only annoyance. 
As if he had been interrupted in the middle of a game.

Pec"areL denta""l insane, he Has sentenceL to "ipe idyrisW
ondent in a hi-hWsecuritl yslchiatric hosyita" in Siberia, 
Hhere he sti"" redainsA

Psychological prozle

  Paranoid schiMophrenia: porda""l Lia-noseL apter his 
arrest, Hith Le"usions op yersecution anL eYtrede 
disanthroylA

  (aternal zxation: his dother Has not a casua" acW
cody"ice; she Has his on"l a""l, his yrivi"e-eL syectaW
tor, his tacit iLeo"o-ueA

  Progressive depersonaliMation: the victids Here not 
inLiviLua"sA Chel Here yieces in a -ade Hhere Lepeat 
Has yaiL Hith LeathA

The chess player who played with bodies

Syesivtsev LiL not ki"" on idyu"seA ge ki""eL out op "o-icA 
<or yunishdentA ge turneL his ayartdent into a chessboarL, 
anL he LeciLeL Hho Has a yaHn anL Hho Has LiscarLeLA E 
bri""iant y"aler, LevoureL bl his e-o anL Lra--eL into the 
ablss bl the on"l yerson Hho shou"L have set "idits por hid: 
his dotherA
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David Parker Ray - The Toy Box Killer

Date of birth: November 6, 1939 
Location: Belen, New Mexico, USA 
Victims: More than 60 suspected; no formal murder 

convictions 
Sentence: 224 years imprisonment (died before serving 

time)

DAVID PARKER RAY WAS not a conventional killer. He didn't lurk 
in dark alleys or strike at random. He built his own private 
hell: a mobile torture chamber disguised as a trailer, which 
he called "The Toy Box."

From an early age, Ray showed inclinations toward sexual 
violence and sadism. While growing up in a dysfunctional 
home, his fascination with domination intensi8ed. In the late 
19-0s and 1990s, on his property in Truth or Consequences, 
New Mexico, he brought those fantasies to real life.

Inside his "Toy Box" he installed an arsenal of torture dej
vices:

  Metal cages.

  Suspension harnesses.
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  Medical devices modi8ed to inzict pain.

  Shackles, whips, electrodes.

He videotaped and audiojrecorded the entire process. Bej
fore each session, he would have the victims listen to a 
recording where he explained, with surgical calm, the horj
rors they were about to suffer.

It did not kill immediately. It prolonged the suffering. The 
victims j mainly young women j were kidnapped, drugged, 
tortured for days or weeks, and then released, killed or simj
ply left in a state of total collapse, unable to remember what 
happened.

The end of the Toy Box

His reign of horror ended in March 1999, when one of his 
victims managed to escape. Halfjnaked and chained, she 
ran for help. The police, upon searching his property, were 
horri8ed: videos, instruments of torture, biological remains. 
The scope of his crimes was so vast that many bodies were 
never found.

Ray was arrested and faced multiple charges of kidnapping 
and torture. Interestingly, he was never formally convicted 
of murder, although he is believed to have killed more than 
60 people.

He died of a heart attack in 2002, >ust three years after his 
arrest, taking to his grave secrets that the police still regret 
not having unearthed.
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Psychological proAle

  Instrumental sadism: pleasure derived from the pain 
of others, prolonged and rituali?ed.

  Obsolute control: everything in the "Toy Box" was 
designed to eliminate human will, turning the victims 
into mere ob>ects.

  zrgani.ed psychopathy: meticulous in planning, cold 
in execution, lacking remorse.

The invisible monster

David Parker Ray did not seek the public notoriety of other 
serial killers. He sought absolute control in his own private 
little kingdom. And he achieved it, for years, with terrifying 
ef8ciency.

His crimes remain a grisly study of evil not only as an 
impulse, but as an architectural pro>ect: an industry of suf-
fering erected piece by piece.
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John Edward Robinson - The Internet 
Serial Killer

Date of birth: December 27, 1943 
Location: Cicero, Illinois, USA 
Victims: At least 8 condrmeh 
Conviction: Deatp yenaltu anh mfltiyle liWe sentences

HENG DITILAO CVGGNCLIYILj HAS gfst bewinninw to vea-e its veb 
o-er tpe vorlh, John Edward Robinson pah alreahu hisco-.
ereh tpe yover oW anonumituR Hpere otpers sav oyyortfnitu 
Wor commfnication, pe sav a new hunting groundR

0aiseh in an ayyarentlu resyectable Wamilu, Wrom a uofnw 
awe pe yro-eh to be a born maniyflatorR Ee stole, lieh, svin.
hlehR In tpe 198Bs anh 199Bs pe poneh pis abilitu to bfilh Wa.
cahes oW sfccess: entreyrenefr, ypilantproyist, mentorR Mft 
bepinh tpe social -eneer, 0obinson oyerateh vitp tpe sofl oW 
a metpohical yrehatorR

Lpe Internet vas pis blessinw anh pis cfrseR Usinw ysef.
honums, hatinw Worfms anh MDSk rooms, pe lfreh -flnera.
ble vomen: tpose looxinw Wor vorx, aWWection, sfbmission or 
simylu to be seenR Ee yromiseh tpem emyloument contracts, 
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seFfal ah-entfres, eternal lo-eR What they received was 
captivity, abuse and death.

Modus Operandi

  Ee contacteh pis -ictims online, eFyloitinw tpeir inse.
cfrities anh hesiresR

  Vnce pe pah waineh tpeir trfst, pe sfmmoneh tpem 
yersonallu anh sfbgecteh tpem to eFtreme ypusical, 
ysucpolowical anh seFfal abfseR

  Some vere Worceh to siwn hocfments oW sfbmission 
or vills in tpeir Wa-orR

  Hpen pe vas dnispeh vitp tpem, pe mfrhereh tpem 
anh pih tpeir bohies in inhfstrial barrels or bfrieh 
tpem in remote yroyerties pe controllehR

zor uears, tpe coryses oW pis -ictims slovlu hecomyoseh in 
varepofses anh -acant lots, vpile pe continfeh to li-e a liWe 
oW ayyarent resyectabilituR

The fall of the hunter

Lpe hisayyearance oW Suzette Trouten, one oW pis -ictims, 
yft an enh to pis macabre wameR Sf'etteKs tireless motper 
pireh a yri-ate hetecti-eR Lpe in-estiwation re-ealeh 0obin.
sonKs spahu mo-ements anh, dnallu, pis caytfre in 2BBBR

Dfrinw tpe trial, porriWuinw hetails emerweh: Walse con.
tracts, maniyflateh letters, -irtfal vitnesses sehfceh anh 
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abanhonehR Eis resyonsibilitu Wor at least eiwpt mfrhers vas 
condrmeh, altpofwp aftporities sfsyect manu moreR

Ee vas sentenceh to heatp in ;ansas anh recei-eh mfltiyle 
liWe sentences in kissofriR Ee hieh in yrison on December 28, 
2B21, taxinw vitp pim tpe secrets oW all tpe li-es pe hestrouehR

Psychological prokle

  Criminal narcissism: pis neeh Wor total homination 
vas not onlu seFfalJ it vas eFistentialR

  Chameleon-li+e ability: 0obinson xnev pov to his.
wfise pimselW as vpate-er eacp -ictim neeheh to seeR

  Operational coldness: Wor pim, pfman beinws vere 
eFyloitable, hisyosable anh Worwettable resofrcesR

The krst serial +iller of the digital age

?opn Nhvarh 0obinson vas a yioneer oW a nev xinh oW mon.
ster: the invisible connection +illerR Ee hihnKt lfrx in harx 
yarxsR Ee stalxeh in WorfmsR Ee hihnKt stalx bu screaminwR Ee 
sehfceh bu tuyinwR

In pis vaxe pe leWt not onlu heatp, bft an eternal warning 
about vulnerability in the virtual worldR
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Israel Keyes - The Faceless Predator

Date of birth: January 7, 1978 
Location: Cove, Utah, USA 
Victims: 8 to 11 suspected, possibly more 
Conviction: Never convicted - committed suicide in 

prison in 2012

ISRAEL KEYES WAS A serial killer who deged all cate.ories, all 
patterns, all proglesH xe was the perfect monster of the 21st 
century: a man with no brand, no gFed modus operandi, no 
emotional attachment to his victimsH Just a meticulous will 
to hunt and destroyH

from an early a.e, Keyes showed disturbin. si.ns: a zasci-
nation with suzzerin., cruelty to animals, and a complete dis-
dain zor any kind oz empathyH xis childhood was spent in eF-
tremist reli.ious communities, isolated, outside any system 
that mi.ht have detected his pro.ressive dehumaniGationH

Browin. up, Keyes created an impeccable zacade: busi-
nessman,  zamily man,  respectable citiGenH  qehind it, he 
planned murders like others plan vacationsH

A hunter without a master
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What made Israel Keyes so dan.erously uni"ue was his 
method:

  xe did not select his victims by type, a.e or .enderH

  xe traveled thousands oz miles to avoid connectionsH

  xe buried Oassassination kitsO - weapons, tools, kid-
nappin. materials - in remote locations zor use years 
laterH

  xe never killed impulsively: each attack was the gnal 
act of a play planned with sickly anticipationH

xe killed couples, kidnapped sin.le women, attacked at 
randomH xe lezt no lettersH xe lezt no ritual si.naturesH Tnly 
death and silenceH

CapturinH a Hhost

Keyes was arrested in 2012 in DeFas azter kidnappin. and 
murderin. Samantha Koeni., a youn. Alaskan waitressH Al-
thou.h he tried to keep his identity secret, zorensic inves-
ti.ation and psycholo.ical pressure led him to conzess to 
multiple unsolved murdersH

:urin. interro.ations, he described his crimes with chill-
in. serenityH xe seemed more upset at bein. cau.ht than 
remorsezulH .e never showed remorseO 0nly boredomO

qezore he could be tried zor the zull eFtent oz his crimes, he 
committed suicide in his cell in December 2S12, slittin. his 
wrists and stran.lin. himselz with bed sheetsH
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PsycholoHical progle

  Calculated  psychopathy:  Gero  impulsivity  in  the 
criminal act, but maFimum sadism in its eFecutionH

  Eocial anomie: absolute disre.ard zor any moral or 
le.al normH

  xztreme depersonali-ation: zor Keyes, the victims 
were part oz a lo.istical .ame, not human bein.sH

The faceless killer

Israel Keyes lezt behind a trail oz scattered victims, unrecov-
ered bodies, secrets he never revealedH xe was, and remains, 
a black hole in modern criminoloHy: a killer who perzected 
the art oz disappearin. into everyday lizeH
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Randy Kraft - The Scorecard Killer

Date of birth: March 19, 1945 
Location: Long Beach, California, USA 
Victims: 16 convicted, up to 67 suspected 
Sentence: Death penalty (still awaiting execution) 
Nickname: "The Scorecard Killer".

RANDY KRAFT WAS METICULOUS. Polite. Intelligent. And behind 
that veneer, a methodical mind dedicated to hunting, tor-
turing, and recording with sick precision his every act.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Kraft stalked the high-
ways of California, primarily abducting young men - often 
soldiers or students - with whom he shared drinks, trust and, 
ultimately, death.

His routine was ruthlessly organized:
  He drugged the victims with tranquilizers.

  He tied them up, tortured and raped them, often for 
hours.

  He applied electric shocks, strangulation, genital mu-
tilation and other even crueler methods.
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  Finally, he killed and dumped the bodies in remote 
places or on the side of the road.

But his most sinister detail was his "scorecard": a coded list 
with nicknames, numbers and codes that seemed to keep a 
tally of each victim. A macabre, almost sporting catalog of 
the pain he had in.ictedC

Papture on the road

He was stopped by chance in 1983, during a routine highway 
checkpoint. He was carrying an unconscious passenger in his 
car. In the trunk: ropes, photographs, and a handwritten list 
that would later become known as the "scorecard".

During the trial, the evidence was overwhelming. Not only 
from the objects found, but from the behavioral patterns, 
forensic testimony and physical remains associated with his 
crimes. Kraft, however, maintained a chilling calm. As if the 
entire room was misreading the perfection of his work.

He was sentenced to death in 1989 for the murder of 16 
men, although investigators believe his actual number of 
victims could be as high as 67 or more. He remains on death 
row in San Quentin, awaiting an execution that never seems 
to come.

Msychological proEle

  xethodical narcissism: Kraft didn't just kill, he doc-
umented. He recorded. He categorized.
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  Fvtreme sevual sadism: his tortures were not im-
provised, they were part of a private ritual of total 
control.

  *unctional duality: he maintained a stable job, a so-
cial life and even relationships... while collecting vic-
tims with obsessive efBciency.

The body counter

Randy Kraft was a serial killer without masks or disguises. 
His facade was that of an ordinary, polite and helpful guy. 
But underneath, an administrator of horror, an accountant 
of pain. And his handwritten list is a document that no one 
has e+er fully deciphered.
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Kenneth McDuff - The Beast of 
Broomstick

Date of birth: March 21, 1946 
Location: Rosebud, Texas, USA 
Victims: Minimum 9, suspected more than 14 
Sentence: Death penalty (executed in 1998) 
Nickname: "The Broomstick Killer".

KENNETH MCDUFF WAS A living anomaly in the American judicial 
system: a murderer sentenced to death... who was released 
and went on to kill again. A bureaucratic error that cost lives, 
and left an indelible scar on the criminal memory of Texas.

His homicidal career began in 1966, when, together with an 
accomplice, he kidnapped a young teenage couple. The boy 
was shot to death. The girl was raped and strangled with 
a broomstick - hence his nickname. The crime was brutal. 
Unnecessary. Almost ceremonial.

McDuff was sentenced to death that same year. But in 1972, 
when the U.S. Supreme Court temporarily suspended capital 
punishment, his sentence was commuted to life in prison. 
And later - in an act of near-suicidal judicial malpractice - 
he was released in 1989.
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Less than two years later, women began to disappear. 
Prostitutes, waitresses, vulnerable young women. McDuff 
was killing again, in a pattern even more chaotic and violent 
than before. Some were strangled. Others were asphyxiated. 
Their bodies turned up days later. Sometimes weeks. Other
s... never.

The return of the predator

McDuff didn't just kill. He gamed the system. He changed his 
name, used different cities, worked in several states. When 
police recaptured him in 1992, the entire state demanded 
his immediate execution.

During his trial he showed a mixture of indifference and 
arrogance. His look did not ask for forgiveness. His person-
al history - a childhood without obvious trauma, but with 
traces of early manipulation - offered no mitigating factors.

He was again sentenced to death. This time, there was no 
mercy. He died by lethal injection on November 17, 1998. 
During his execution, he did not say a word.

Psychological proIle

  Primary sociopathy: no remorse, no guilt, no re-
straint.

  Destructive impulsivity: unable to control his desires 
once released.

  Anstitutional manipulation: he knew how to exploit 
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the cracks in the penal system to return to doing what 
he enjoyed most: killing.

. warning written in blood

Kenneth McDuff is remembered not only for his crimes, but 
because his freedom cost new lives. He was the killer they 
let out. The one who came back with more rage. More desire. 
More victims. His story forced a review of hundreds of early 
release cases in Texas.

At was living proof that evil, when the door is opened, does 
not enter silently. At bursts the lock... and drags bodies.
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Robert Pickton - The Pig Ranch Killer

Date of birth: October 24, 1949 
Location: Port Coquitlam, British Columbia, Canada 
Victims: Convicted of 6 murders, suspected of at least 

26 
Sentence: Life imprisonment without possibility of pa-

role

ROBERT PICKTON SEEMED,  AT grst jlance, to be .ust another 
farmerk An awVward, reserved man, raised amonj manure 
and pijsk But on the frinjes of Fancouver, on his stinVinj 
ranch, one of the most grotesque horrors in Canadian crim-
inal history was brewing.

xor more than two decades, PicVton used his property - a 
decrepit farmhouse full of hidden nooVs and crannies - as 
the scene of Vidnappinj, abuse, murder and, in many cases, 
destruction of bodiesk

Their victim progle was consistent: vulnerable women, 
mostly se' worVers or druj addicts, from FancouverHs for-
jotten Downtown Eastsidek They disappeared quietlyk No 
urjent investijationsk No pressk
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PicVton lured them by offerinj them drujs, shelter or easy 
worVk Once inside, he sub.ected them to e'treme violencek 
0e would Vill them and, investijations revealed, feed their 
body parts to his pigsk At other times, he would mi' the 
human remains with porV for local distribution, a fact that 
would horrify the entire rejion when it came to lijhtk

The discovery of hell

The truth emerjed in 2WW2, almost by accident, durinj a 
raid on druj charjesk Police found scattered human remains, 
bloody tools, belonjinjs of missinj womenk 7hat at grst 
seemed isolated soon revealed itself to be a silent death 
factory.

The remains of at least 26 women were identigedk PicVton, 
however, was only tried for si' murders - the prosecution 
preferred to concentrate the case to ensure convictionk

0e was convicted in 2WWz and sentenced to life imprison-
mentk To this day, he has never shown true remorsek Rather, 
he hinted that he had Villed many more than would ever be 
discoveredk

Psychological proEle

  Primary psychopathy: unable to empathi;e, he saw 
his victims as animals in his horror farmk

  Amotional  marginality:  his  social  isolation since 
childhood built a monster that did not distinjuish 
between human and animalk
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  zbsolute dehumani'ation: the act of feedinj human 
remains to the pijs sums up the e'treme ob.ectigca-
tion he applied to his victimsk

The pig that devoured the city

Robert PicVton was not an impulse Villerk 0e was an indus-
trial predator: his farm was his butcher shop< his victims, his 
commodity forjotten by the systemk

The trajedy of his crimes was not only his brutality, but 
also the social indifference that allowed, for years, a monster 
to thrive among the pigs and the shadows.
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Marcel Petiot - The Doctor of Horror

Date of birth: January 17, 1897 
Place: Auxerre, France Victims: At least 26 conmrdep, 

u0 to 2DD are sus0ectep 
Sentence: heatG 0enalty 
Execution: iuMllotMnep on 5ay 24, 19R6

5ACELP TLIOHI VAh LYLCNIVObi  to .e a res0ectep TarMsMan 
0GysMcMang A 0rodMsMnw career, a -ellf0lacep 0ractMce anp a 
solMp 0roBessMonal re0utatMong zut Ge also Gap a -ar0ep dMnp, 
a fascination with death... and an oven in his basement.

hurMnw tGe baWM occu0atMon Mn "orlp "ar OO, TetMot sa- Bear 
as an o00ortunMtyg Ve 0resentep GMdselB as a ded.er oB tGe 
resMstance, oBBerMnw su00osep SsaBe esca0esS to tGose keeMnw 
tGe ierdan rewMde: Je-s, peserters, 0ersecutep 0eo0leg Ve 
0rodMsep tGed a ne- lMBe Mn joutG AderMcag Ve asvep tGed 
Bor doney, 0ass0orts, >e-elryg Anp tGen Ge vMllep tGedg

The clinic as an extermination chamber

At GMs Gode on Cue Pe jueur, TetMot con?ertep tGe 0ractMce 
Mnto a slauwGterGouse:

  PetGal Mn>ectMons unper tGe wuMse oB ?accMnesg
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  Elosep cGad.ers -Gere tGe .opMes -ere MncMneratepg

  A clanpestMne o0eratMon -Gere the doctor was the 
executioner, thief and gravedigger.

"Gen Mt -as mnally pMsco?erep Mn 19RR, aBter cod0laMnts 
Brod neMwG.ors a.out tGe un.eara.le stencG, tGe 0olMce 
Bounp a podestMc Gell: pecod0osMnw Gudan redaMns, .ones, 
?alua.les oB Mts ?MctMdsg A private morgue disguised as a 
doctor's ofyce.

Trial and fall

hurMnw GMs trMal, TetMot trMep to danM0ulate tGe storyg Ve 
claMdep to Ga?e vMllep only baWM enedMesg Ve -antep to 0ref
sent GMdselB as a Gero oB tGe resMstanceg zut tGe e?Mpence -as 
o?er-GeldMnwg Anp tGe 0sycGolowMcal 0romle -as pe?astatf
Mnwg

Ve -as con?Mctep oB 26 durpers, altGouwG Mn?estMwators 
.elMe?e tGe actual nud.er day Ga?e .een as GMwG as 2DDg 
Ve was guillotined on Ma2 51, 946W. kithout repentance. 
kithout asJing for forgiveness.

Ps2chological proyle

  Ps2chopath2 with delusions of grandeur: TetMot sa- 
GMdselB as >upwe anp executMonerg

  Custiyed moral deviation: Mt transBordep durper Mnto 
a S0atrMotMc actSg
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  Friminal h2perfunctionalit2: Ge daMntaMnep an Mdf
0ecca.le 0roBessMonal Bacape -GMle runnMnw GMs clanf
pestMne o0eratMong

A monster in a white coat

5arcel TetMot pMp not vMll out oB 0assMong He Jilled for greed. 
0or power. 0or the certaint2 that no one would suspect the 
Jind doctor who promised salvation.

Anp unper tGat pMswuMseggg Ge .uMlt GMs o-n neMwG.orGoop 
AuscG-MtWg
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Wolfgang Schmidt - The Beast of 
Beelitz

Date of birth: September 16, 1967 
Place: Berlin, Germany 
Victims: Multiple, exact number uncertain 
Sentence: Life imprisonment

WOLFGANG SCHMIDT WAS NOT a monster at grst .lanceh Small, 
.an.ly, darmless in appearanceh But beneatd tdat non-ek
script masw lay a clinical and brutal predatorh

From dis cdil-doo- de sdove- si.ns of -isturbance: unprok
8owe- 8iolence, emotional isolation, an- a latent -isre.ar- 
for duman lifeh His a-olescence vas a silent escalation of 
petty crimes tdat foresda-ove- sometdin. far vorseh

In 19z9, Scdmi-t vas a-mitte- to tde BeelitäkHeilst'tk
ten dospital, a sinister dospital complex on tde outswirts of 
Berlin, wnovn for botd its siäe an- its -ecayh Tdere, amon. 
empty corri-ors an- aban-one- rooms, Schmidt found the 
perfect preserve for his sadismh

He use- dis veaw appearance as a -ecoyh He approacde- 
patients an- 8isitors, especially 8ulnerable vomen an- cdilk
-ren, with the ease of one who does not seem to inspire 
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fearh Once alone, de unleasde- dis brutality: cdowin., sa8a.e 
beatin.s, stran.ulationh Acts of sucd -isproportionate 8iok
lence tdat tdey su..este- more an outburst of primal ra.e 
tdan preme-itate- mur-erh

Terror grows and the siege closes

Scdmi-t4s crimes sdoow tde Beelitä communityh Fear vas 
per8asi8eh The hospital, once a place of healing, was trans-
formed into a mineyeld of paranoiah

German police, pressure- by public opinion, launcde- a 
lar.ekscale operationh Scdmi-t vas gnally capture- in 1991, 
tdanws to tde stubbornness of in8esti.ators an- tde conneck
tion of attacw patternsh

Durin. dis trial, it vas re8eale- not only tde extent of dis 
sa-ism, but also dis total lacw of remorseh He vas sentence- 
to life imprisonment for multiple mur-ers an- assaultsh

PsAchological proyle

  kntisocial  personalitA  disorder:  no  empatdy,  no 
.uilt, an- a spontaneous inclination tovar- letdal 8ik
olenceh

  Total breaO with empathA: tde 8ictims vere not peok
ple to Scdmi-t, but tar.ets of dis accumulate- ra.e 
an- frustrationsh

  Cpportunistic predator proyle: de acte- vdere de 
coul-, vden de coul-, vitdout tde nee- for elaborate 
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plannin.h

The Beast in the White Hoat

Wolf.an. Scdmi-t turne- a sanatorium into dis personal 
duntin. .roun-h He vas not a strate.isth He vas not a mo8ie 
monsterh .e was simplA the brutal embodiment of the most 
primal violence''' dressed up in the guise of harmlessness'

Her story is a brutal remin-er tdat sometimes places of 
care can also be tde scenes of tde ravest dorrorh
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Serhiy Tkach - Butcher of 
Dnipropetrovsk

Date of birth: February 23, 1952 
Place: Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine 
Victims: More than 50 conmrdeL durLers 
Sentence: fiSe idprisondent

ERHIYT KACOI fNNARD, Nl the surSace, wike one oS the thousanLs 
oS den .ho surviveL the Eoviet dachineB qut insiLe hid 
burned a perverse obsession with pain, submission and 
deathB

HaiseL in an apparentwy -uiet Sadiwy, Kkach LevewopeL an 
unheawthy Sascination Sor cruewty as a chiwLB Cs an aLuwt, his 
pubwic wiSe .as unredarkabwe: raiw.ay .orker, tewecoddunig
cations technician, even Sorder powice oSmcerB lo one ida7g
ineL that adon7 the rusty raiws oS Ukraine, he was sowing 
corpses with the regularity of a homicidal gardenerB

For a -uarter oS a century g Srod the 19z0s untiw .eww into 
the ne. diwwenniud g Kkach perSordeL his dacabre .ork:

  AiLnappeL 7irws anL youn7 .oden in ruraw or dar7ing
awixeL areasB
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  Ie rapeL, tortureL anL, mnawwy, durLereL thedB

  Nccasionawwy, he useL techni-ues to disweaL Soreng
sic e8perts, such as Sakin7 acciLentaw asphy8iation or 
Loctorin7 cride scenesB

He was a predator with forensic knowledge, .hich awg
wo.eL hid to ewuLe capture Sar won7er than the usuaw powice 
incodpetence .ouwL .arrantB

The mistake that sealed his fate

Iis rei7n oS terror enLeL in 2005, .hen one oS his victids 
dana7eL to escape anL Lenounce hidB UnLer dountin7 
pubwic pressure, Ukrainian powice mnawwy pieceL to7ether the 
woose cases anL trackeL Lo.n KkachB

Ct his triaw, Eerhiy Kkach .as cowL anL LisdissiveB Ie edog
tionwesswy aLditteL to the durLersB Ie even su77esteL that 
he had killed many more women than ofMcially attributed 
to himB

EentenceL to wiSe idprisondent, he LieL in prison in 201;B 
Ie never sho.eL redorseB Ie never sou7ht reLedptionB

Psychological proMle

  Aethodical psychopathy: he rationawixeL every cride 
as part oS an inevitabwe codpuwsionB

  Total control and domination: their crides .ere not 
idpuwsive: they .ere rituaws oS absowute po.er over 
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innocent wivesB

  Social mimicry: he appeareL nordaw to cadou;a7e 
his Laiwy saLisdB

I monster between the cracks

Kkach .as not a kiwwer actin7 in mts anL startsB .t was a silent 
plague% C shaLo. that useL ne7wect, poverty anL dar7inawg
ixation to SeeL itsewS, year aSter year, .ithout raisin7 awardsB

Iis we7acy is an open .ounL in the cridinaw history oS 
Rastern Rurope: a grim warning of what happens when evil 
knows how to hide better than the systems designed to 
detect it%
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Charles Sobhraj - The Serpent

Date of birth: April 6, 1944 
Location: Saigon, Vietnam 
Victims: 12 to 24 murders suspected 
Sentence: Life imprisonment in Nepal

CHARLES SOBHRAJ DID NOT kill on impulse. He killed as an artist 
forges a painting: with patience, deception and sinister 
perfection.

Born to an Indian father and a Vietnamese mother, Sobhraj 
grew up always feeling like a foreigner: in his country, in his 
family, in himself. This early dislocation forged a character 
that was cold, shrewd and utterly incapable of establishing 
sincere bonds.

By the age of 19 he was already an accomplished con man 
in France, where he discovered that his natural charm and 
penetrating gaze were as lethal a weapon as any knife.

A cosmopolitan predator

Sobhraj took his criminal career to Asia in the 1970s, fol-
lowing the hippie trail that thousands of Western tourists 
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traveled seeking spiritual enlightenment. He offered them a 
twisted version of that dream:

  He posed as a tour guide, benefactor or travel com-
panion.

  He  drugged  his  victims  with  drugs  that  caused 
drowsiness or paralysis.

  He stole their documents, money, belongings... and in 
too many cases, he also took their lives.

His modus operandi was as xe'ible as he was himself: he 
adapted the crime to the situation. He could have been sim-
ply a talented thief, but his need for control and domination 
pushed him further into murder.

The world learned his story when his bloody trail was dis-
covered in Thailand, Nepal and India. The press, fascinated 
by his e'oticism, nicknamed him "The Snake".

Trials, leaks and ultimate downfall

Sobhraj didn3t just kill. He also escaped. He was arrested 
several times and managed to escape from prisons using 
bribes, manipulations or spectacular escapes.

In 200K, after years of semi-hidden life, he made a fatal 
mistake: he returned to Nepal, where he was still facing 
charges. He was arrested, tried and sentenced to life impris-
onment.

Today, Charles Sobhraj is still incarcerated, aging behind 
the walls of ;athmandu3s central prison. He remains, in the 
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eyes of many, the archetype of the seductive killer, the 
criminal who kills with a smile... and disappears in the 
smoke of his own legend.

Psychological proMle

  High narcissism: he did not kill out of economic ne-
cessity; he killed because he could, because he be-
lieved he was superior.

  (aster manipulator: he used his charm as a weapon, 
as lethal as his chemical poison.

  Absolute emotional detachment: their victims were 
not people, but pieces in their game of power and 
control.

The elegant shadow

Charles Sobhraj was the snake that, instead of crawling 
through the jungle, slithered between cocktail  parties, 
beaches and embassies, leaving a trail of discreet corpses in 
its wake.

His story is not just that of a killer. It is that of an accom-
plished actor... whose deadliest role was his own life.
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Christopher Wilder - The Beauty 
Queen Killer

Date of birth: March 13, 1945 
Location: Sydney, Australia 
Victims: At least 8 conmrKed 
Conviction: pilled in folice conCrontation

HRITSOPERWI LTDgWI LAS ORW ferCect fredator in the buise oC a 
heartthrow: charKinb, folite, .ith an iKfeccawle sKile that 
hid an insatiable appetite for control, pain and deathB

vorn in Australia and KoUed to the 7nited States in the 
190xs, Lilder had a history oC antisocial wehaUior since his 
teenabe yearsB Assaults, sekual harassKent, Uiolent efisodes 
that seeKed to Cade a.ay than-s to his harKless affearance 
and CaKily connectionsB

7nder the buise oC a successCul Cashion fhotobrafher, he 
toured shoffinb Kalls and weaches, oCCerinb younb .oKen 
F Kostly asfirinb Kodels F the froKise oC CaKe and blaKourB 
What they received was kidnapping, torture, rape and, of-
ten, death.

The reign of terror
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vet.een jewruary and Afril 1984, Lilder leCt a wloody trail 
across the 7nited States:

  Re awducted his UictiKs aCter wrieC fuwlic encountersB

  Re held theK caftiUe in hotels, .here he suwNected 
theK to frolonbed awuseB

  SoKe .ere Corced to farticifate in Kacawre fhoto 
shoots weCore weinb -illedB

Ohe wrutality oC his criKes and his affearance as a coKF
Kon Kan waC9ed the authorities and the fress, .ho duwwed 
hiK "The Beauty Queen Killer"B

The end of the hunt

Ohe Kanhunt abainst Lilder reached its cliKak in Afril 1984B 
Re .as located in :e. RaKfshire, Collo.inb an intense naF
tion.ide KanhuntB Lhen abents atteKfted to arrest hiK, 
Lilder violently resistedB Tn the conCrontation, he .as Catally 
shotB

Re died weCore he .as wroubht to trial, ta-inb .ith hiK 
details that .ere neUer Cully clarimedB

Psychological proOle

  Pathological narcissism: his need to doKinate younb 
.oKen .as woth sekual and ekistentialB

  Rpportunistic predator: used charK and the froKise 
oC success to fsycholobically disarK his UictiKsB
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  zitualiSed sadism: the awuse .as not only fhysical, 
it .as a Keticulous .ay oC debradinb the identity oC 
their UictiKsB

The monster disguised as a photographer

Hhristofher Lilder .as a .al-inb faradok: the kind face of 
horror, the outstretched hand leadinb directly to deathB

Ris story is a tiKeless .arninb: not all monsters hide in 
the dark. *ome shine under camera +ashes.
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Herb Baumeister - The Fox Hollow 
Manor Killer

Date of birth: April 7, 1947 
Location: Indianapolis, Indiana, USA 
Victims: At least 11 conmrNed 
Conviction: ve-er tried u coNNitted s6icide in 199H

ERBM MAUTRISWRB fAS WER perhect pict6re oh tze Nodel citiben: 
S6ccessh6l y6sinessNan, haNil. Nan, pillar oh tze conser-u
ati-e Indianapolis coNN6nit.F M6t yezind tze hacade oh reu
spectayilit. lay one of the most putrid secrets of American 
true crimeF

groN a .o6nw awe ze szoked siwns oh Nental instayilit., 
y6t zis proyleNs kere o-erlooDed, y6ried 6nder tze social 
6rwenc. to preser-e appearancesF go6nder oh a s6ccessh6l 
czain oh warden s6ppl. stores, Ma6Neister y6ilt an iNpecu
cayle p6ylic liheF And, siN6ltaneo6sl., a private life full of 
death.

The horror at Fox Hollow Farm
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86rinw tze 190Ps and earl. 199Ps, .o6nw wa. Nen yewan 
disappearinw hroN tze yars and streets oh IndianapolisF Jou
lice zad no solid leadsF Until tze in-estiwation led to a r6ral 
propert.: Fox Hollow Farm, a spraklinw tract oh land okned 
y. Ma6NeisterF

Wze re-elation kas niwztNarisz:
  E6Nan reNains y6ried in tze horest and scattered on 

tze propert.F

  Mone hrawNents cr6szed,  proyayl. to NaDe tzeir 
identimcation Nore dihmc6ltF

  R-idence directl. linDinw Ma6Neister to tze Nissinw 
personsF

His mansion was not just a home: it was a silent slaugh-
terhouse.

The fall of a monster

Mehore yeinw horNall. arrested, Ma6Neister CedF In ç6l. 199H, 
zis yod. kas ho6nd in 6anada, tze -ictiN oh a selhuinCicted 
w6nszot ko6ndF In tze s6icide note, ze did not adNit to an. 
oh tze N6rdersF

Ee died as ze li-ed: denying his monstrosityF

Psychological proOle

  Partial dissociative identity disorder: 6nayle to recu
oncile zis p6ylic ha7ade kitz zis zoNicidal iNp6lsesF
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  Rpportunistic predator: it czose -6lnerayle -ictiNs, 
isolated hroN social scr6tin.F

  zituali,ed compulsion: tze disposition oh tze reu
Nains s6wwests a pattern oh tropz. and control, ratzer 
tzan Nere disposalF

The murderer who mowed lawns... and lives

Eery Ma6Neister kas tze kolh in tze s6y6ryan warden, the 
monster the neighbors greeted every morning, oblivious to 
the tragedy fermenting under their noses.

Eis case reNains a chilling reminder that true horror 
rarely roars. Almost always, it whispers.
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Edmund Kemper - The Giant of Horror

Date of birth: December 18, 1948 
Location: Burbank, California, U.S.A. 
Victims: 10 condrmes murserL 
Sentence: pife imtriLonmenw hiwyouw toLLibiliw- of taE

role

KD MKPRKW OAS VxKW Lig feew wall, heiIyes almoLw 140 kiloE
IramL, ans yas an Q5 of 14z. Buw yiL Live ans inwelliIence 
here now heatonL of ojercominI. They were tools of mass 
destruction.

WaiLes in a wogic yome unser wye emowional w-rann- of 
yiL mowyer, Memter sejelotes a sull ans bruwal reLenwmenw 
wyaw ejenwuall- egtloses Looner wyan egtecwes. Aw aIe 1z, 
ye killes yiL mawernal IranstarenwL in a dw of tenwEut raIe. 
Qnwernes in a tL-cyiawric yoLtiwal, ye haL siaInoLes aL a 2ujeE
nile Lociotawy... buw releaLes aw "1, conLiseres 7reyabiliwawes7. 
A clinical error that would cost many lives.

The schoolgirl massacre

Bewheen 193" ans 193H, hyile California Leemes wo be lijinI 
iwL Iolsen aIe, Memter beIan yiL sance of seawy:
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  Fe houls tick ut -ounI Lwusenw yiwcyyikerL, uLinI 
yiL affable air ans 7biI summ-7 lookL wo siLarm wyem 
emowionall-.

  Vnce iLolawes, ye LwranIles, Lyow or Lwabbes wyem.

  Fe muwilawes wye bosieL, wook wyem yome, tracwices 
necrotyilia ans LomewimeL kept parts as trophies.

FiL LiInawure haL now onl- ty-Lical jiolence: iw haL emo-
tional brutality, toLwEmorwem yumiliawion, wye wranLformaE
wion of yiL jicwimL inwo ob2ecwL.

Ans all wyiL hyile lijinI unser wye Lame roof aL yiL mowyer, 
hiwy hyom ye yas a relawionLyit of LeewyinI yawres.

The murder that "freed" Kemper

'inall-, in Atril 193H, yiL comtulLion founs iwL wrue warIew: 
Clarnell Strandberg, his mother.

Fe murseres yer in yer yome, secatiwawes yer, ans, in 
an acw of LasiLm wyaw sedeL seLcritwion, shouted insults 
at her decapitated head, aL if ye couls dnall- hin wye loLw 
arIumenwL of yiL cyilsyoos. Afwer alLo killinI a friens of 
yiL mowyerqL, ye calles wye tolice ans voluntarily turned 
himself in.

Psychological proNle

  jarcissistic intelligence: yiL yiIy Q5 fes a tercetwion 
of Luterioriw- ojer wye L-Lwem.
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  Channeled maternal hatred: yiL crimeL here troE
IreLLije reyearLalL of hyaw ye wrul- hanwes: wo anniE
yilawe yiL mowyer.

  jecrophilia of control: iw haL now 2uLw abouw killinI, 
buw abouw possessing wye jicwimL completely, be-ons 
life.

The assassin who spoke... too well

Ks Memter iL an aw-tical monLwer: the cooperative killer 
who egtlainL yiL crimeL hiwy siLwurbinI elo>uence, hyo anE
al-veL yiL ejil hiwy LurIical colsneLL. FiL inwerjiehL, ejen 
wosa-, are Lwus- mawerial for criminoloIiLwL ans forenLic tL-E
cyoloIiLwL.

QmtriLones for life, ye LtensL yiL sa-L reasinI ausio bookL 
for wye blins. A LiniLwer ecyo of yiL abiliw- wo 7encyanw7 hiwy 
yiL joice... before seLwro-inI hiwy yiL yansL.

Edmund Kemper was not *ust a murderer. He was an 
abyss with a name of his own. A giant that devoured not 
only bodies, but any possibility of innocence.
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Manuel Delgado Villegas - El Arropiero

Date of birth: October 22, 1943 
Place: Peñarroya-Pueblonuevo, Córdoba, Spain 
Victims: Of7cially s, confemmed to hore t0an 4N 
Conviction:  Fever forhally tried - cohhitted to a 

hental inmtitution 
Death: 8ebruary 2, 199R

AEALYH IES E SLAkEY giller been mo elumive, mo c0an.eable, m
owww .0omtly am Manuel Delgado Villegas, gnoDn am "El Ar-
ropiero", a nicgnahe in0erited froh 0im fat0er, a mtreet ven-
dor of arropew

8roh 0im c0ild0ood, 'el.adoMm life Dam a noir novel of aban-
donhent, har.inality and horbid obmemmionmw Iim hot0er 
died D0en 0e Dam 7ve yearm old,  and Dit0 0er 0im only 
ehotional bond meehed to dimappearw 8roh t0en on, death 
became his emotional languagew

The homicidal nomad

kn 0im yout0 0e Dandered all over Spain, and beyond: 8rance, 
ktaly, even Toroccow E nohad Dit0out a demtinationw E pmy-
c0opat0 Dit0out a patternw 'urin. t0eme yearm, 0e cohhit-
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ted a meriem of brutal hurderm t0at, for a lon. tihe, Dent un-
noticed: old people, ihhi.rantm, va.rantmw Invisible victims 
for a blind system.

V0eir hodum operandi Dam am variable am t0eir D0ere-
aboutm:

  Sohetihem 0e Dould 0it Dit0 mtonemw

  Ot0erm, 0e c0oged Dit0 0im bare 0andmw

  kn  mohe  camem,  0e  cohhitted  cannibalimh  or 
pomt-horteh hutilationw

Ie confemmed to hore t0an 40 murders, but only meven 
could be provenw Ie Dam mo adaptable t0at 0e Dould even 
c0an.e 0im nahe and appearance dependin. on t0e city, 
outDittin. t0e aut0oritiem tihe and tihe a.ainw

The fall of the spectrum

Ie Dam 7nally arremted in Tarc0 19s1w V0e confemmion of 
0im crihem c0illed t0e invemti.atormw Fot only becaume of 0im 
coldnemmwww but almo becaume of t0e indifference Dit0 D0ic0 
0e recounted t0ehw He killed on impulse. Out of boredom. 
Out of hunger. Out of rage. Fever out of rehormew

IoDever, 0e Dam never forhally triedw Ie Dam dia.nomed 
Dit0 a mevere hental dimorder and ment to t0e Carabanc0el 
pmyc0iatric 0ompital and later to t0e 8ontcalent pmyc0iatric 
0ompital, D0ere 0e mpent t0e remt of 0im lifew

Ie died in 199R, Dit0 0im crihinal record of7cially un7n-
im0ed and 0im hind mtill full of unremolved mecretmw
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Psychological prozle

  Dysfunctional schixoid psychosis: remponded to ih-
hediate ihpulmem Dit0out plannin.w

  EFtreme rootlessness: 0im lacg of ehotional or mocial 
identity hade 0ih unpredictablew

  ,uxxy prozlew no pattern: t0e terror of crihinolo-
.imtm: a giller Dit0 no apparent lo.ic, ihpommible to 
trace Dit0 traditional het0odmw

The monster Bithout a map

Tanuel 'el.ado jille.am Dam a hurderer froh anot0er tihew 
Ie did not gill for e.o, nor for fahe, nor for reven.ew He killed 
because he could. -ecause no one noticed. -ecause no one 
Bould stop him.

kt Dam a mocial error incarnate: a va.abond D0o, betDeen 
mtationm and alleym, left a trail of nahelemm deat0wwww and a 
9umtice t0at never came in time.
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Manuel Blanco Romasanta - The 
Werewolf of Allariz

Date of birth: November 18, 1809 
Location: Regueiro, Ourense, Galicia, Spain 
Victims: 9 condrmeD 
Sentence: teahy penalhf commuheD ho li-e imprisonF

menh 
Particularity: Iirsh DocumenheD courh case o- clinical 

lfcanhyropf in Spain

TN HEA GRAAN wNt mishf yearh o- Galicia, lanD o- legenDs anD 
supershihions, hyere arose a dgure kyose monshrosihf bro.e 
hye line behkeen mfhy anD crime: Manuel Blanco Romasan-
ta, hye man kyo claimeD ho become a kol-KKK ho .illK

xnokn as "The Werewolf of Allariz", Romasanha kas a 
murDerer kyo hurneD hye -oreshs anD rural roaDs inho yis 
yunhing grounDK Eis li-e kas alreaDf, -rom birhy, an anomalf: 
inihiallf regishereD as a koman, ye kas legallf reassigneD as a 
man ah hye age o- si5K Hyah cyange, ah a hime o- bruhal meDical 
ignorance, mar.eD hye beginning o- a horhuous anD marginal 
e5ishenceK
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Romasanha kor.eD as a peDDler anD ihineranh yealerK Ee 
hraveleD kihy yis carh behkeen Galician villages, o--ering nahF
ural remeDies, hranslahion services, anD, as koulD laher be 
DiscovereD, death wrapped in courtesy.

Slaughter between routes and superstition

Ior fears, komen anD cyilDren kyo hrusheD Romasanha DisF
appeareD kihyouh a hraceK Ee claimeD ho ha.e hyem ho ohyF
er cihies ho geh hyem kor.K Tn realihf, he murdered them, 
butchered them... and used their fat to make soap that he 
then sold.

Ee kas arresheD in 1823 anD accuseD o- 1Q murDers, alF
hyougy onlf 9 coulD be proveDK Hye macabre aspech o- yis 
case kas noh onlf hye bruhalihf o- hye crimes, buh also yis DeF
-ense: Romasanta claimed to have committed the murders 
transformed into a wolf, with no control over his will.

A trial between science and the arcane

Hye  hrial  kas  a  meDia  spechacle  -or  hye  himeK  NineF
heenhyFcenhurf Spain kas shill zirhing kihy hye mfshical, buh 
ih kas also beginning ho embrace -orensic meDicineK

Hye courh DiD noh believe in lfcanhyropf, alhyougy it could 
not fully explain his psyche either. Ee kas senhenceD ho 
Deahy, buh 6ueen AliCabehy TT commuheD hye senhence ho 
li-e imprisonmenh on hye recommenDahion o- Irency Dochors 
inheresheD in shuDfing yis clinical caseK
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Ee DieD in 18UQ in hye prison o- "euhaK Mnhil hye enD, ye 
maintained that he was not guilty... but the victim of a 
lupine curse.

Psychological proNle

  Dissociative identity disorder with delusional com-
ponents: unable ho assume Direch auhyorsyip kihyouh 
ahhribuhing ih ho an Binner beashBK

  Carcissism hidden behind rural humility: ye useD 
yis role as a yealer ho e5erh psfcyological Dominance 
over yis vichimsK

  Personal mitigation: ye hoo. aDvanhage o- popular 
belie-s ho syielD yimsel- -rom logic anD guilhK

Hrime dressed as a legend

januel Wlanco Romasanha kas noh ;ush a murDererK qe was 
a creature forged in e:ual parts by disease, ignorance, and 
myth.

<yere ohyers sak a curseD lfcanhyrope, hye shorf reveals a 
dangerously sane man... who knew how to disguise himself 
as a legend to escape his real monster. responsibility.
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Milena Quaglini - The Italian Black 
Widow

Date of birth: 1957 
Place: Mezzanino, Pavia, Italy 
Victims: 3 conrmdes Sentence: 13 yeam8 ans h dontp8 

idSmi8ondent 
Ending: u2icise in Smi8on in 0LL1

MIENAQ UGQWEIAI OQu Ak omsinamy 8emial .illemf upe sis not p2nt 
Bom Slea82mef upe sis not .ill on idS2l8ef She killed as a 
reaction. As self-righteousness. As a last line of defense. 
'2t tpat sisnHt da.e it any le88 letpalf

wem cpilspoos ba8 tpe SemBect gmeesin- -mo2ns: a violent 
pode, an ag28ive Batpem ans an asole8cence dam.es gy conD
8tant m2nnin- abayf upe Tes tpat envimondent a8 ge8t 8pe 
co2ls, g2ilsin- a liBe bitp 8t2sie8, bom. ans Badilyf Qns yet, 
violence always knew how to Fnd herf

we pas tbo idSomtant Samtnem8f 'otp enses tpe 8ade bay: 
bitp 8cmead8, glob8, p2diliationfff ans gloosf

:irst murderp between instinct and desHeration
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In tpe 199L8, Milena bom.es a8 a came-ivem Bom an elsemly dan, 
ui28to "alla Pozzaf xpe dan, Bons oB pem, lent pem doneyf '2t 
bpen Milena co2ls not Say pid gac., pe meactes violently: pe 
tried to raHe her.

Milena seBenses pem8elB gy pittin- pid on tpe peas bitp a 
ladSf we sies on tpe 8Sotf upe Tesf xpen 8pe calles tpe Solice 
claidin- to pave Bo2ns tpe gosyf Qns tpey gelieves pemf

Second crimep the inner circle is stained in red

kn Q2-28t 1, 1999, times oB tpe con8tant ag28e Bmod Mamio, 
pem Samtnem, 8pe baites Bom pid to Ball a8leeS, ties pid 2S, 
ans beat him to death. xpen 8pe sma--es pi8 gosy to tpe 
galcony ans calles tpe camaginiemi: D VPolicefff I pave .illes dy 
p28gansfV

upe ba8 8entences to 13 yeam8, g2t only 8emves 8i6 2nsem 
po28e amme8tf Open 8pe -ot o2t, no one ba8 baitin- Bom 
pemf wem dotpem, pem Bmiens8, pem nei-pgom8fff evemyone pas 
t2mnes tpeim gac.8 on pemf

Third crimep the last droH

Qlcopolic, dam-inalizes, Milena an8bemes an as in tpe neb8D
SaSem loo.in- Bom codSanion8piSf xpatH8 pob 8pe det Qn-elo 
Pomello, an olsem dan bitp a pi8tomy oB 8e62al ag28e ans 
Sesema8tyf Qns Smesictagly, history reHeated itself.

Qn-elo maSes pem tbicef Milena 8emves pid coBBee bitp 
8esative8, smobnes pid in tpe gatpt2g ans hid the corHse 
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under manure in tpe -amsenf xpi8 tide, 8pe ba8 amme8tes ans 
conBe88es: D VOpen 8odeone meact8 gasly, I meact bom8efV

The end in the cell

upe ba8 convictes a-ainf upe ba8 8emvin- pem 8entence in 
Fi-evano Smi8onf kn kctogem 1j, 0LL1, a Beb say8 geBome pem 
rnal vemsict ba8 anno2nces, 8pe hanged herself with the 
sheets in her cell. we leBt a note: D VI canHt ta.e it anydomef 
=om-ive de, dodfV

Psychological HroFle

  jomicidal reaction: pe ba8 not loo.in- Bom victid8, 
pe ba8 me8Sonsin- to yeam8 oB cpaines ag28ef

  Distorted Rustice: in pi8 dins, evemy d2msem ba8 leD
-itidate seBen8e, even iB tpe detpos ba8 8ava-ef

  Emotional resignation: pe nevem a8.es Bom Bom-iveD
ne88f Aom sis pe sedans 2nsem8tansin-f

+evenge as a refuge

Milena U2a-lini ba8 tpe invemtes dimmom oB tpe cla88ic .illem 
amcpetySef upe sisnHt .ill Bom contmolf upe .illes geca28e it 
ba8 the only way she knew how to regain hersf

'2t in pi8 Smivate >28tice, pe leBt a tmail oB comS8e8 tpat 
8ociety co2ls no lon-em i-nomef
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Leonarda Cianciulli - The Soap Dish of 
Correggio

Date of birth: November 14, 1893 
Place: Montella, Italy Victims: 3 women 
Sentence: 30 years imprisonment and 3 years in an 

insane asylum 
Death: October 15, 1970

LEONARDA CIANCIULLI WASN'T JUST a murderer. She was a desper-
ate mother, an incurable superstitious... and a creepy cook.

From birth, her life was marked by trauma. An unwanted 
child, the product of rape, she was raised amidst abuse and 
contempt by her mother. Throughout her life, she suffered 
seventeen pregnancies. Only four of her children survived. 
Personal tragedy turned into obsession: Leonarda was con-
vinced that her mother had cursed her... and that only a 
human sacrivce could protect her faGorite son, :iuseppe, 
who was to be sent to the front during World War II.

CrimesF blood, soap and cakes
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Her logic was as twisted as it was methodical. The victims 
were single, unsuspecting women who came to her for ad-
vice or job help. She offered them a fresh start... and deliv-
ered death:

1. qaustina Setti: he promised her a husband in anoth-
er city. He drugged her, killed her with an axe and 
dissolGed her body in caustic soda. With her blood, 
he made cakes. With the fat, soap. "They were both 
excellent," he would later confess.

2. qrancesca SoaGi: he promised her a job in Florence. 
Same destination. This time, she made vner cookies 
and better juality soap.

3. Virginia Cacioppo: a former opera soprano. She was 
the last one. Her fat, according to Leonarda, produced 
a "creamy and perfumed" soap. In exchange for their 
lives, she obtained 3ewels and 7,EEE lire.

The discoGery

The perfect crime collapsed because of an imperfect detail: 
a suspicious testimony and a soap with fragments of eyeball. 
She was arrested in 1940. During the trial, she narrated her 
crimes with eerie calm and unbecoming gastronomic detail: 
- "The cakes were scrumptious!".

Psychological provle

166



DARK PROFILES: BIOGRAPHIES OF SERIAL KILLERS

  Delusional disorder with ritualistic components: 
she believed that the blood of other women could 
save her child.

  xztreme maternal narcissism: she saw other peo-
ple's lives as a bargaining chip to preserve her lineage.

  :rotesjue rationaliAation: he transformed murder 
into an act of love, and butchery into pastry.

The mother who cooked with blood

Leonarda Cianciulli was the rural incarnation of modern 
horror. She acted not for revenge, not for money, not for 
pleasure. She acted because she belieGed it was the right 
thing to do. Because her love for her son was worth more 
than the lives of three women... and the soul of her own.

She died in an insane asylum in 1970, consumed by a stroke 
and the fumes of caustic soda. Her story was engraved in 
Italian lore like a witch's tale... only this witch ezisted. -nd 
she cooked with corpses.
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Albert DeSalvo - The Boston Strangler

Date of birth: September 3, 1931 
Place: Chelsea, Massachusetts, USA 
Victims: 13 women (confessed, but not all con)rmedL 
Sentence: i7fe 7mpr7sonment 
Death: Murdered 7n pr7son 7n 19B3

ETWNTT6 192D A64 192x, Eoston e-per7enced a slow.mot7on 
hellg A ser7es of women were found strankled 7n the7r homesg 
Whe '7ller d7dnvt brea' 7n, d7dnvt leaHe )nkerpr7nts, and d7dnvt 
comm7t burklar7esg ye onlq left a carefully posed corpse, 
with a scarf or stocking knotted around the neck in the 
form of a decorative bow.

Whe press dubbed h7m "The Boston Strangler," and he 
soon became a n7khtmar7sh )kure 7n Amer7can soc7etqg Whe 
H7ct7ms were almost alwaqs older women, alone, some w7th 
s7kns of se-ual abuseg When the pattern d7Herked: qounker 
H7ct7ms, Iu7c'er murders, less r7tual7st7cg As if the killer was 
changing... or there were several of them.

The man who confessed everything
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On 192x, Albert 4eSalHo was arrestedggg for rapeg ye had no 
pr7or record of murderg Eut 7n pr7son, he bekan tell7nk h7s 
storq to another 7nmate: he was the Strangler. And he kaHe 
deta7ls that, accord7nk to some 7nHest7kators, onlq the '7ller 
could 'nowg

ye confessed to 13 murdersg jne bq oneg N7th surk7cal pre.
c7s7ong Eut here bek7ns the crac': there was no conclusive 
physical evidence linking him directly to the crimes. jnlq 
h7s wordg And h7s word was not part7cularlq rel7ableg

Conviction for another crime

4eSalHo was eHentuallq conH7cted, but not for the murdersg 
ye was sentenced to l7fe 7n pr7son for a ser7es of rapes com.
m7tted dur7nk h7s t7me as the "Man in Green," a ser7al rap7st 
who posed as handqman to brea' 7nto homesg Meanwh7le, 
0ust7ce and publ7c op7n7on d7H7ded the7r Herd7ct: Genuine 
confession... or an impostor desperate for notoriety?

On 19B3, Albert 4eSalHo was stabbed to death 7n h7s cellg Whe 
mot7He was neHer clearg On Dz13, than's to 46A test7nk, 7t was 
poss7ble to l7n' h7m to at least one of the strankulat7on H7c.
t7ms: Mary Sullivan. Whe rest rema7n shrouded 7n shadows 
of doubtg

Psychological proxle

  Mythomania and need for prominence: h7s confes.
s7on maq haHe been a waq to ka7n fame beh7nd barsg

  Compulsive seFual aggressiveness: 4eSalHo was a se.
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r7al rap7st, w7th a clear pattern of stal'7nk, decept7on 
and assaultg

  Worensic ambiguity: he )ts as a '7llerggg but not com.
pletelqg y7s pro)le does not Iu7te sat7sfq the lok7c of 
the most r7tual7:ed cr7mesg

The murderer... or the narrator?

Albert 4eSalHo was conH7cted as a cr7m7nal, but remembered 
as a sqmbol of cr7m7nal amb7ku7tqg jas he the Boston Stra
ngler... or +ust someone who desperately wanted to be?

NhateHer the answer, h7s )kure rema7ns 7n h7storq as a 
larger shadow than his conxrmed crimes. A mask placed 
over the face of horror... that perhaps we never fully knew.
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Peter Sutcliffe - The Yorkshire Ripper

Date of birth: June 2, 1946 
Location: Bingley, West Yorkshire, England 
Victims: 13 women murdered, 7 survivors of attacks 
Sentence: 20 life sentences 
Death: November 13, 2020

BETWEEN 1975 AND 1980, the streets of northern England were 
the scene of a nightmare with historical echoes: a murderer 
with a hammer and knife who acted in the shadows, evoking 
Jack the Ripper himself.

His name was Peter Sutcliffe. Truck driver by day. Monster 
by night.

He began by attacking sex workers in Leeds and Bradford, 
but later expanded his violence to women unrelated to that 
environment. His crimes were characterized by a mixture of 
frenzy and calculation: blows to the head with a hammer, 
savage stabbings, mutilations. But always with a common 
detail: violence aimed to silence, to dominate, to punish.

The monster that hid in everyday life
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Sutcliffe was interviewed several times by police during the 
investigation? and each time he walked home. Meanwhile, 
the body count continued to grow. The case was an exem-
plary lesson in massive police negligence, marked by class 
and gender bias: the Urst victims, being sex workers, were 
ignored or dismissed by investigators.

The Knited "ingdom panicked. The killer sent letters 
signed GJack the RipperG, taunting the police. The siege only 
closed in 1981, when he was arrested for a minor infraction... 
and confessed.

Trial and con2nement

During the trial, Sutcliffe claimed that Ga voice from jodG 
ordered him to kill prostitutes. He was diagnosed with para-
noid schizophrenia, but the Cury was not fooled: he was sen-
tenced to 0. life sentences.

He spent the rest of his life between psychiatric hospitals 
and maximum security prison. He died in 2020, by OVIAD-19, 
without expressing remorse. Without asking for forgiveness.

Psychological pro2le

  Structured misogynistic aggression: their violence 
was a ritual punishment of the feminine.

  Pathological religious rationalization: he used divine 
delusions to Custify a very human hatred.

  Double life criminology: he passed for an ordinary 
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citizen... while living in a homicidal routine.

The butcher of the north

Peter Sutcliffe was the modern echo of the Ripper myth. 
But unlike Jack, he did not disappear into the fog, but was 
captured, exposed and caged.

And yet, the fear he sowed continues to vibrate in the 
cities he walked&

A brutal reminder that sometimes, hell wears no cape? but 
a work uniform and a shy smile at the bar.
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Anatoly Onoprienko - Ukraine's 
Terminator

Date of birth: July 25, 1959 
Location: Lasky, Ukraine 
Victims: 52 conmrdef durfers 
Sentence: Lipe idtrisondenA 
Death: gu7usA 20, 231N

gTgOYLP YTYRIEKTDY .E. TYO kill on idtulseb Tor hy edoAionb 
He killed as if obeying a programming, as if someone had 
replaced his soul with a homicidal protocol. OwaA is -wy we 
-as callef "The Terminator"b

gpAer Awe feaAw op wis doAwer -wen we -as only pour years 
olf, we -as ahanfonef hy wis paAwer anf raisef in an ortwanv
a7eb Owis early ahanfondenA -as, we -oulf laAer say, the 
seed of his hatred of traditional familiesb Owe cwilfwoof we 
fif noA waBebbb hecade Awe cwilfwoof we Bo-ef Ao fesAroy in 
oAwersb

The domestic exterminator
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8eA-een 1969 anf 199H, Ynotrienko carrief ouA one op Awe 
dosA ruAwless durfer cadtai7ns in dofern Kurotean wisv
Aoryb jis dofus oteranfi -as cwillin7ly consisAenA:

  je cwose an isolaAef wouse, usually in rural areasb

  je -oulf code in ardef, kill all padily dedhers, 
inclufin7 cwilfrenb

  je -oulf Awen sAeal Baluahlesbbb anf opAen set the 
place on Fre Ao erase Awe eBifenceb

je also opAen killef -iAnesses, nei7whors or any unporAuv
naAe hysAanfersb je fif noA leaBe aliBeb 5or killing was his 
purpose, and stealing only a by-product.

The fall of the killer robot

Owe inBesAi7aAion -as slo-, rifflef -iAw disAakes anf accuv
saAions op innocenA teotleb Ukraine, ne-ly infetenfenA anf 
-iAw a pra7ile "uficial sysAed, -as noA tretaref por a AwreaA 
op Awis da7niAufeb Ynotrienko -as arresAef in 199H apAer an 
inAensiBe searcw, in -wicw -eatons anf helon7in7s op Awe 
BicAids -ere pounf in wis tossessionb

.urin7 inAerro7aAions, we confessed to 2P murders with-
out showing any remorse. je saif iA like sodeone reciAin7 
a Aecwnical retorA: v 'Owey senA deb E fonxA kno- -wo, huA iA 
-as dy fesAinyb E ad an insArudenAb'

Isychological proFle
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  5unctional psychopathy: lackin7 edtaAwy, redorse 
or edoAional connecAion -iAw Aweir BicAidsb

  znstrumentali,ed mentality: we terceiBef widselp as 
a killin7 dacwine, noA as a restonsihle infiBifualb

  Delusion of existential mission: we helieBef we -as 
pulmllin7 a wi7wer turtose hy e9AerdinaAin7 padiliesb

The exterminator with a human face

gnaAoly Ynotrienko -as noA a Aytical serial killerb je -as noA 
a tleasure seekerb je fif noA seek to-erb Only destruction.

jer sAory is an unwealef -ounf in Ukrainian wisAoryb g 
redinfer op -waA wattens -wen ne7lecA, resenAdenA anf 
colfness codhine in one hofyb g hofy ardef, ruAwlessbbb anf 
terpecAly ohefienA Ao cwaosb
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 Tsutomu Miyazaki - The Otaku Killer

Date of birth: August 21, 1962 
Location: Itabashi, Tokyo, Japan 
Victims: 4 girls murdered between 1988 and 1989 
Sentence: Death penalty 
Death: June 17, 2008 (executed)

TSUTOMU MIYAZAKI WAS THE archetype of the modern hermit: 
despised for his physical deformity, absorbed by the un-
healthy consumption of comics, pornography and horror 
.lmsz But in his mind, vction and wiolence gere indistin-
.uishablep They mer.ed into a real need to qossess and 
destroyp

In the late 1980s, when Japan seemed a beacon of techno-
logical progress, Miyavaki plunged into his priBate abyssz An 
abyss that soon demanded real Bictimsz

The seAuence of horrors

Petween 1988 and 1989, he committed a series of crimes that 
still send chills down the spine:

  He preyed on young girls in parks and suburban areasz
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  After  gaining their  trust,  he would kidnap them, 
strangle them, and then abuse their  bodies post 
mortemz

  He kept human remains as trophies: hands, teeth, 
clothesz

  He photographed and .lmed his Bictims, creating an 
audiowisual archiwe of their horrorz

  In an extra act of sadism, he sent part of the remains 
of one of his Bictims to her parents, accompanied by 
mocking lettersz

Miyavaki did not seek only the death of his Bictims: he 
sou.ht to immortalize them in his qriwate uniwerse of rit-
ualized wiolencep

5rrest and trial

His capture took place in July 1989, after he attempted to 
photograph a naked girl in publicz They searched his home: 
they found more than 0,xxx taqes of ePtreme wiolence, 
combined with actual recordings of his actsz

During the trial, his defense claimed seBere mental illnessz 
"sychiatrists concluded that, although he suffered from dis-
sociatiBe disorder and delusions, he kneg qerfectly gell 
that he gas killin.p He was sentenced to death in 1997 and 
executed in 2008z
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Rsycholo.ical qrovle

  Dissociatiwe disorder gith qersecutory delusions: 
he belieBed he was driBen by an internal 'Mouse'z

  Fitualized necroqhilia: it sought absolute control 
oBer the Bictims, beyond lifez

  Husion of reality and fantasy: unable to distinguish 
between his animated obsessions and the real worldz

The otaku sqectrum

Tsutomu Miyavaki didnjt <ust killz .e transformed his loneli-
ness, his mar.inalization and his hatred into unreal acts of 
qhysical horrorp He didnjt <ust want to kill: he ganted fantasy 
to consume realityppp and he succeeded, at an incalculable 
qricep
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Luis Alfredo Garavito - The Beast

Date of birth: January 25, 1957 
Location: Génova, Quindío, Colombia 
Victims: 172 children contrmed, more 0han 2ss are 

pup4ec0ed 
Sentence: (s yearp im4riponmen0 xmawimum allo)ed 

in Colombia a0 0he 0imeO 
Death: 3c0ober 12, 2s2L

UISA FUREDV3 GFEFTSW3 jFA  no0 .up0 a murdererH He was a 
plague. A phenomenon of human destruction disguised as 
a man.

ge fre) u4 in mipery and violence, puBBerinf 4hypical, 
4pycholofical and pewual abupe 0ha0 molded a 0)ip0ed and 
venfeBul 4pycheH gip ha0red )ap no0 p4on0aneoup: i0 )ap 
cul0iva0ed, Bermen0edHHH and tnally, unleaphed on 0he mop0 
vulnerableH

ke0)een 1992 and 1999, Garavi0o 0raveled Colombia )i0h 
an un0hin-able 4ur4ope: 0o hunt, rape, torture and murder 
children between the ages of 6 and 16.

The modus operandi of hell
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Garavi0o uped dipfuipep:
  ge 4re0ended 0o be a 4eddler, a mon-, a dipabled 

4erpon or a pocial )or-erH

  ge 0ric-ed 4oor or p0ree0 children, 4romipinf 0hem 
candy, money or )or-H

  ge 0oo- 0hem 0o remo0e rural areapH

  Where, he )ould 0ie 0hem u4, pewually 0or0ure 0hem 
Bor hourp and tnally -ill 0hem, oB0en by p0ranfula0ion 
or dee4 cu0pH

gip accuracy )ap Brifh0eninf: he pelec0ed vic0imp )ho oB=
0en would not even be reported missing.

Capture and trial

Garavi0o )ap ca40ured in 1999 aB0er a00em40inf 0o abupe a 
child )ho manafed 0o epca4eH Vurinf 0he invep0ifa0ion, he 
)ap Bound in 4oppeppion oB diariep documen0inf 0he crimep, 
ma4p )i0h coordina0ep oB mapp burialp and a hip0ory oB move=
men0p 0ha0 coincided )i0h 0he loca0ionp )here bodiep )ere 
BoundH

ge conBepped 0o 0he murderp )i0h an almop0 mechanical 
coldneppH Fu0hori0iep ep0ima0ed 0ha0 he may have -illed more 
than 300 children, al0houfh only 172 could be .udicially con=
trmedH

ge received a (s=year pen0ence, 0he mawimum in Colombia 
a0 0he 0ime, al0houfh i0 )ap la0er reduced Bor conBeppion and 
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collabora0ionH ge died in 4ripon in 2s2L, aB0er beinf a00ac-ed 
by ano0her inma0eH

Psychological proEle

  xktreme sadism linFed to sekual compulsion: he 
Bound 4leapure no0 only in -illinf, bu0 alpo in 4pycho=
lofically dep0royinf hip vic0impH

  Mantasies of absolute power: murder )ap 0he culmi=
na0ion oB hip need Bor 0o0al domina0ionH

  :anipulative charisma: hip inpifnitcan0 a44earance 
concealed a me0iculouply 4reda0ory mindH

The incarnation of the absence of God

Uuip FlBredo Garavi0o ip the ultimate abyss of human natureH 
ge did no0 -ill Bor revenfe, nor Bor freed, nor even ou0 oB 
4ure rafeH He Filled to annihilate what he could not haveN a 
digniEed childhood, a life without horror.

Fnd i0 did po on a pcale 0ha0 detep com4rehenpionH The 
Beast. 0ot a nicFname. An accurate biological description.
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Closing

SIXTY NAMES. SIXTY STORIES that, together, form a grotesque 
map of the deformed human psyche.

This book has not pretended to offer answers. It has served 
to do something more uncomfortable: to put the questions 
on the table and not take them away. What happens when 
the soul is twisted? When childhood does not redeem but 
condemns? What kind of silence allows these monsters to 
grow up and walk among us?

Each proBle described here is a warning with human skin. 
There is no redemption. No moral. Only the echo of decisions 
made in dark rooms, and bodies found too late.

xut amidst the darkness, there remains a choice: That 
of understanding, of looking without averting our eyes, of 
remembering the names of the victims and not only those of 
the ejecutioners. xecause forgetting is the best hiding place 
for repetition.

If this book has made you uncomfortable, it has done its 
,ob well. And if it has left you with more questions than 
answers...then it has served its purpose.
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Epilogue

EXTREME VIOLENCE IS NOT born out of nothing. It is nurtured. It 
breeds in the shadows. It masquerades as normality.

In each case recounted here, there was a moment-some-
times mild, sometimes brutal-when something snapped. A 
tear in the conscience, a decision of no return, a crack 
through which horror seeped in.

And yet, evil does not always manifest itself in shouting. 
Often, it sits at the table. It smiles at you. It shakes your hand.

This book is not a collection of monsters. It is a cracked 
mirror. One that shows what happens when you stop looking.

Now you know their names. Now you know what they did.
The important thing is that you don't forget them. Nei-

ther them... nor those who can no longer tell the tale.

184



About the Author

JAVIER SOTO IS A recognized expert in criminology and author 
of several books on unsolved crimes and criminal pro.lingH 
,e has dedicated his career to researching and analyzing the 
darker aspects of the human mindw -ith the aim of underW
standing and preventing violenceH

!ith an innate passion for unraveling mysteries and seekW
ing the truthw Javier has collaborated -ith la- enforcement 
agencies and has been involved in numerous highWpro.le 
casesH ,is investigations and analysis have helped shed light 
on unsolved crimes and provided ne- perspectives in the 
.ght against crimeH

In addition to his -ork as an author and criminologistw 
Javier is also a featured speakerw sharing his experience and 
kno-ledge at international conferences and eventsH ,is main 
goal is to raise a-areness and encourage positive change in 
societyH

!e recommend visiting for more information on criminolW
ogyw cold cases and criminal pro.ling ---HcasoabiertoHcomH 
On this sitew you -ill .nd additional resourcesw informative 
articles and updates on ongoing casesH !e invite you to 
explore this valuable resource to expand your kno-ledge in 
this fascinating .eldH

185



JAVIER SOTO

Thank you for your interest and continued support)
Javier Soto
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