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Introduction

Have you ever stared at your computer screen or the latest gadget and 
wished you had the money to buy it? You might be thinking to yourself, 
"Why didn't I save my allowance last week instead of blowing it all on 
candy?" Or, "What if I talk to my parents about doing more chores around 
the house to see if I can earn extra money?" 

The purpose of this book is simple: to teach you the basics of -nancial lit(
eracy )the ability to understand and use various money skills.in a way that's 
fun and easy to understand’ Wezll break down big ideas into bite(sijed 
pieces that you can chew on and enCoy’ Youzll learn how money works, how 
to earn it, how to budget, and how to save’ Wezll also talk about spending 
wisely and even how to invest money so it grows over time’

Why is -nancial literacy important for kids? Well, studies show that kids 
who learn about money early are more likely to make better -nancial 
decisions when they grow up’ Theyzre better at saving, budgeting, and even 
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avoiding debt’ Think of -nancial literacy like learning to ride a bike’ The 
earlier you start, the better you get at it and the farther you can go’

Uet's take a Fuick look at some of the cool topics we'll cover’ —irst oP, we'll 
learn about the basics of money8what it is and how it works’ Wezll talk 
about earning money, whether itzs through chores, an allowance, or even 
starting a small business’ Youzll -nd out why saving is important and how 
to do it’ Wezll dive into budgeting so you know how to manage your money 
wisely’ Wezll also explore spending, investing, and even being generous 
with your money’ —inally, wezll learn how to protect your money from 
being lost or stolen’

To make this Courney even more exciting, wezve included interactive ele(
ments like Fuijjes, activities, and practical exercises’ These will help you 
practice what youzve learned and make the process more fun’ Youzll -nd 
pujjles, games, and even some challenges that you can try with your family’

2peaking of family, this book isnzt Cust for you’ Itzs for your parents and 
grandparents, too’ They can guide you through the lessons and share their 
own experiences with money’ You can work on the activities together and 
discuss what you've learned’ Trust me, it's a lot more fun when everyone 
gets involved’ 

Uearning about money isn't Cust about numbers and math’ It's about 
understanding how to make smart choices that will help you achieve your 
dreams’ It's about feeling empowered and con-dent in your ability to 
manage your money’ 2o, get ready to dive in and have some fun’ 

9lease note: This book's information is general and designed for informa(
tion only’ While every ePort has been made to ensure it is accurate, it is 
for general education purposes only and is not intended to be professional 
-nancial advice’ The author and publisher are not responsible for any 
actions taken based on the information presented in this book’ 



Chapter 1

Understanding 
Money

When Charlie was around nine, he saved up all his birthday money because 
he had his eye on this awesome shiny bike at the store. Every time he walked 
by, he couldn’t stop thinking about it. So, he saved every penny he could 
Fnd. finally, a!ter weeks o! saving, he marched into the store with his little 
wallet, ready to buy that bikeT “he clerk smiled at him and said, Njice ”ob 
saving up, kidTH Ais mom said that Charlie !elt like a total rockstar that 
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day. Lt wasn’t ”ust about the bikeM it was about learning how to save and 
buy something by himsel!. 

—oney’s a big deal in li!e, but it can also be pretty !un to learn about. “he 
sooner you understand how it works, the better you’ll be at saving and 
spending wisely. Lt’s like learning to ride a bike(once you get the hang o! 
it, you’re good to go. 

Ln this chapter, we’ll chat about what money is and why it’s important so 
you can get what you need )and wantT1 without worrying too much. 

W MTH–FHBDCVIN

—oney is anything we use to buy things like !ood, toys, or that cool bike 
you’ve been dreaming about. Lt comes in di erent !orms(coins, bills, and 
even digital money you can use on your phone or computer. 

—oney is what you give to get things you need or want. Lt comes in di erent 
!orms. We have coins that ”ingle in your pocket, paper bills that !old, and 
even digital money that you can’t see but can use on your computer or 
phone.

jow, let’s talk about what makes something Nmoney.H 

?.2222222—oney needs to be portable. “hat means it’s easy to carry around. 

Lmagine trying to buy something with a cow. Lt wouldn’t Ft in your pocket, 
rightY Coins and bills are small and light, making them easy to carry.

K.2222222—oney needs to be durable. “hat means it has to last a long time. 

2Coins are made o! metal, so they don’t !all apart, and bills are made o! 
special paper that doesn’t tear easily. Gou wouldn’t want your money to 
!all apart every time you take it out o! your pocket.
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q.2222222—oney needs to be divisible. “hat means you can break it into 
smaller parts. 

“hat means you can break it into smaller parts. for e0ample, i! you have 
a dollar, you can get !our Buarters, ten dimes, or twenty nickels. L! you 
really wanted to, you could even get ?·· penniesT “his way, you can buy 
both big and small things.

;.2222222—oney needs to be acceptable. “hat means everyone agrees to use it.

L! you try to pay !or something with a toy, the store clerk might look at 
you !unny. 'ut i! you pay with coins or bills, everyone knows what it’s 
worth.

—oney’s pretty cool because it has three main ”obs. 

P2222222Lt lets you buy stu  )medium o! e0change1

P Gou can save it !or later )store o! value1

P2222222Lt helps you Fgure out how much things are worth )unit o! account1. 

Without money, trading would be way harder(you’d have to swap things 
like sandwiches !or apples all the time, which would be a messT 

U VHP–FTDOIHDLHBDCVIHRHEODrHyMOTVOHTDHt–h–TMe

'e!ore there was money, people used something called bartering to trade 
goods and services. Lmagine you had a cow and needed grain to !eed your 
!amily. Gou6d Fnd someone with grain who needed milk or bee!, and you6d 
trade. Simple, rightY 'ut what i! the grain owner didn’t need a cowY Gou6d 
be out o! luck. 'artering worked, but it wasn6t always easy. -eople needed 
something everyone would accept, and that’s where money came in.
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Eventually, people came up with the idea o! money(something every$
one would accept in trade. first, there were coins made o! precious 
metals like gold or silver. 

“hen, around the 8th century, people in China started using paper 
money because carrying around a ton o! coins was annoying. 'anks 
also popped up, helping people keep their money sa!e and introducing 
checks so people didn’t have to carry all their cash around. 

With the rise o! technology, electronic banking emerged. jow, we can 
move money with ”ust a !ew clicks on our computers or smartphones.

jowadays, we’ve moved beyond coins and bills to digital money. Gou 
can buy stu  online with a click, use your phone to pay !or snacks, and 
even get into cryptocurrencies like 'itcoin i! you’re !eeling adventur$
ous. Lt’s like using virtual coins in a video game but !or real stu . 

t–LLVOVCTHEDOrFHDLHBDCVIHRHsMF aHsD–CFaHMCcH
t–h–TMe
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Cash is one o! the most common !orms o! money you’ll come across. 
Lmagine !olding a crisp dollar bill and tucking it into your wallet. “hat6s 
cash. -aper bills, also known as notes, come in di erent denominations 
like :?, :x, :?·, :K·, :x·, and :?··. “hese bills are easy to carry and use 
!or everyday purchases, like buying candy at the store or paying !or a book 
at the school !air. Gou hand the cashier the right amount, and they will give 
you the change i! needed. Lt’s simple and straight!orward. 

Coins are another !orm o! money that ”ingle in your pocket. “hey come 
in di erent denominations, too, like pennies, nickels, dimes, and Buarters. 
Each coin is made o! metal and has a uniBue design. for e0ample, a penny 
is small and copper$colored, while a Buarter is larger and silver. Coins are 
durable and last a long time. “hey’re great !or small purchases, like getting 
a gumball !rom a machine or paying !or a bus ride. Aowever, carrying a lot 
o! coins can be heavy, and ”ingling all the time might get annoying.

3igital money is like the superhero o! modern Fnance. Gou can’t see or 
touch it, but it’s there, making your li!e easier. 3igital money includes 
debit and credit cards, mobile payments like Rpple -ay and 5oogleWallet, 
and even cryptocurrencies like 'itcoin. With a debit card, you swipe or tap 
to pay, and the money comes straight out o! your bank account. R credit 
card lets you borrow money to pay !or things, and you pay it back later. 
—obile payments let you use your phone to pay ”ust by holding it near a 
payment terminal. Cryptocurrencies are digital coins you can use online. 
“hey’re stored in digital wallets and can be used to buy things or trade.

Each type o! money has its pros and cons. Cash is something you can touch 
and hold and is easy to understand. Gou can see it and !eel it, making it 
great !or learning about money. 'ut it can be lost or stolen, and i! you lose 
a bill, it’s gone !orever. Coins are durable and portable, per!ect !or small 
purchases. Get, they can be heavy to carry in large amounts and might !all 
out o! your pocket. 3igital money is super convenient and secure. Gou 
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can make payments Buickly and keep track o! your spending online. 'ut 
it reBuires access to technology. L! your phone dies or you lose your card, 
you might be stuck without money until you can get it sorted out.

Cash, coins, and digital money each play a role in our daily lives. “hey help 
us buy the things we need and want, !rom a candy bar at the store to a new 
game online. 4nderstanding the di erent !orms o! money and how to use 
them can make managing your Fnances easier and more !un.

U VHiMevVHDLHBDCVIHRHW IHoTHBMTTVOF

4nderstanding what gives money its value is like Fnding out why your 
!avorite superhero is so power!ul. —oney gets its value !rom two main 
things9 government backing and trust. Lmagine i! you tried to pay !or a toy 
with a piece o! paper you drew on. “he store wouldn’t accept it because it’s 
not real money. Ieal money, like the dollar, is backed by the government. 
“his means the government promises it’s worth something. -eople trust 
this promise, so they accept dollars in e0change !or goods and services.

Supply and demand also play a big role in the value o! money. L! there’s 
too much money zoating around, its value goes down. “his is because 
everyone has money, so it’s not as special. 'ut i! there’s not enough money, 
its value goes up. “hink o! it like your !avorite toy. L! everyone has it, it’s 
not as e0citing. 'ut i! only a !ew people have it, it becomes more valuable. 
So, the government controls how much money is available to keep its value 
stable.

jow, let’s talk about Mpurchasing power.M “his !ancy term means how 
much you can buy with your money. L! you have :?, you might be able 
to buy a candy bar today. 'ut what i! ne0t year, that same candy bar costs 
:KY Gour :? won’t stretch as !ar. “his change happens because o! inzation. 
Lnzation is when prices go up, and your money buys less. Un the zip side, 
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dezation is when prices go down, and your money buys more. Lt’s like a 
supersale where everything costs less. 

Why is the value o! money important !or kidsY 4nderstanding this helps 
you make smarter choices, like saving now so you’ll have more money !or 
stu  in the !uture.

—oney also helps in daily transactions. When you buy lunch at school or 
pay !or a book at the store, you use money to get what you need. Dnowing 
the value o! money helps you make in!ormed decisions. Gou’ll understand 
why some things cost more and why it’s important to save !or bigger 
purchases. Lt’s all about making the most o! what you have and planning 
!or what you want.

—oney makes our lives easier. Lt helps us trade, buy, and save. 4nderstand$
ing its value is like having a superpower. Gou’ll make better choices and 
!eel more conFdent about your money. So ne0t time you hold a dollar bill, 
remember it’s not ”ust a piece o! paper. Lt’s a tool that helps you get the 
things you need and want. Dnowing how to use it wisely is one o! the most 
important skills you can have.

lVVcFHnFmHWMCTFHRHbCcVOFTMCc–ChHuO–DO–T–VF

When it comes to money, understanding the di erence between needs and 
wants is super important. NjeedsH are the things you can’t live without, 
like !ood, clothes, or shelter. Without these, we can’t survive. Un the other 
hand, NwantsH are things that are nice to have but not necessary. “hese 
include toys, games, and candy )the !un stu 1.

for e0ample, i! you have :?· and need new shoes but want a toy, you should 
probably get the shoes Frst. “he shoes are a need because your old ones have 
holes in them. “he toy is a want. Gou have to choose. jeeds should always 
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come Frst because they are needed !or living. Unce your needs are taken 
care o!, you can save up !or the toy. Lt’s all about making smart choices and 
learning to balance what’s important. 

Aere6s another e0ample. Sam was at the store with his parents and saw a 
new video game he’d been dreaming about. 'ut his mom reminded him 
that he needed a new ”acket !or winter. Sam has to choose. —aking that 
choice wasn’t easy. Ae had to choose between a warm ”acket )a need1 and a 
videogame )a want.1 Lt might be tough, but choosing the ”acket is the smart 
move. Gou need it to stay warm and healthy. “he toy can wait. “his is where 
the importance o! saving comes in. L! you save a part o! your allowance, 
you can eventually buy the toy without a ecting your needs. Lt’s all about 
making smart choices and learning to balance what’s important.

'udgeting is a great way to balance your needs and wants. Create a basic 
budget to divide your money wisely. Start by listing all your needs and 
their costs. “his could include things like lunch money, school supplies, 
and clothing. “hen, list your wants and their costs. Rllocate, or set aside,  
money !or your needs Frst. Unce you’ve covered those, see how much you 
have le!t !or your wants. —aybe you decide to save part o! your allowance 
each week !or a new game. “his way, you’re not spending all your money 
at once, and you’re making sure your needs are met.

Oet’s break this down with an e0ample. Lmagine you get a :K· allowance 
each week. Gou need :?· !or lunch money and school supplies. “hat leaves 
you with :?·. Gou want a new toy that costs :q·. Lnstead o! spending all 
your le!tover money on snacks or small treats, you decide to save :x each 
week. Ln si0 weeks, you’ll have enough to buy the toy. “his way, you’re 
prioritiOing your needs and saving !or your wants. Lt’s a win$winT

4nderstanding the di erence between needs and wants helps you make 
smarter choices with your money. Lt teaches you the value o! saving and 
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planning. Lt also helps you avoid spending all your money on things you 
don’t really need, leaving you short on the important stu . 'y learning 
to budget and prioritiOe, you’ll be better prepared to manage your money 
now and in the !uture.

BDCVIH–CH:vOHtM–eIH%–nVFHRH&VMe'WDOecH()Mr*eVF

—oney is something we use every day, even i! we don’t think about it 
much. Aere’s a simple e0ample9 buying lunch at school. When you pay 
with cash or a card, you’re using money to get your !ood. —oney keeps 
things running at school and at home, too. Gour parents use it daily to pay 
!or bills, groceries, and other things the !amily needs.

Some kids get a weekly allowance, and some don’t. L! you don’t get an 
allowance, you can see i! your parents will let you earn money by doing 
chores or small ”obs, like mowing the lawn or washing the car. When you 
save that money in a piggy bank or account, you can watch it growT Small 
amounts add up over time, and saving helps you buy things you want later 
on.

U+,H-./0/H12-343-3/0H-5H6/1+7H85+/H195:-H857/,;

  Une !un way to understand needs and wants is to create a collage. 
5rab some old magaOines, scissors, and glue. Cut out pictures o! 
things you need and things you want. —ake two sections on a 
piece o! paper and glue the pictures in the right spots. “his visual 
e0ercise helps you see the di erence between the two and makes it 
easier to prioritiOe your spending.  
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  Rnother use!ul e0ercise is tracking your e0penses !or a week. Write 
down everything you spend money on, no matter how small. Rt 
the end o! the week, review your list and see where your money 
went. “his activity helps you understand your spending habits 
and see areas where you can save. 

—oney is a part o! daily li!e !or everyone. from buying lunch at school 
to parents paying bills and groceries, it’s always in use. Earning money 
through chores or small ”obs teaches you the value o! hard work. Saving 
money in a piggy bank or savings account shows how small amounts can 
grow over time. family Fnances might seem big and complicated, but 
they’re ”ust about making sure there’s enough !or everything the !amily 
needs. 'y budgeting and saving, !amilies can meet their needs and still have 
money !or !un and emergencies.

So, go ahead and try out these activities. Create your needs vs. wants 
collage and track your e0penses !or a week. “hese simple e0ercises will help 
you understand the value o! money and how it Fts into your daily li!e. 
Iemember, money is more than ”ust something adults deal with(it’s a 
tool you can learn to use wisely now. Rnd the more you practice, the better 
you’ll get at making smart money choicesT

2



Chapter 2

Earning Money

When I was a kid, I used to help my neighbor, Mrs. Verstegen, with her 
garden. She had the most beautiful vowers, and she needed someone to 
water them while she was away. She gaxe me a few dollars exery week. I felt 
proud and eczited bezause I earned that money myself. It made me reali?e 
the xalue of hard work and how I zould make money by helping others. 

What are some ways you zan start earning money at homeO Cne of the 
easiest ways to get started is by doing zhores. Thores are simple tasks 
around the house that help keep exerything running smoothly. Khink 
about washing dishes, taking out the trash, or exen making your bed. Khese 
tasks might seem small, but they make a big diYerenze. Aids of all ages zan 
do zhores. Hounger kids might put their toys away or help feed the family 
pet. Clder kids might take on bigger tasks like xazuuming or helping zook 
dinner.
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Tonsistenzy is key when it zomes to zhores. Make sure zhores are done 
regularly, whether they!re daily or weekly tasks. 'aily zhores zould 
inzlude making the bed or feeding the pet. Weekly zhores might be 
xazuuming or mowing the lawn. Treating a zhore zhart zan help keep 
trazk of exerything. 1ist the zhores, who!s responsible, and when they 
need to be done. Khis way, exeryone knows what!s ecpezted, and, as I 
remember, with my own kids, it saxes a lot of arguing:

Treating a zhore zhart is a great way to stay organi?ed. Rere-s a simple 
format you zan useF

Khis zhart helps exeryone stay on trazk and makes it zlear who!s re$
sponsible for what.

Kalk to your parents. Maybe they zan set up an allowanze system to 
reward you for doing your zhores. En allowanze is money that kids 
get for zompleting their tasks. It teazhes you that hard work pays oY. 
Ko start, dezide on a fair amount for eazh zhore. 2or ecample, you 
might get j’ for taking out the trash or jG for washing the dishes. Aeep 
trazk of zompleted zhores using a zhore zhart. Write down eazh task 
and mark it oY when it!s done. Khis helps exeryone see what!s been 
azzomplished and what still needs to be done.

Hou may not do the task perfeztly at 5rst. Make sure you understand 
the ;ob and do your best. Khe goal is to teazh responsibility, not to haxe 
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exerything done perfeztly. Cxer time, with praztize, kids get better at their 
tasks. 

Narning money through zhores is a great way for kids like you to learn 
about the xalue of work and responsibility. It helps you understand that 
money doesn!t ;ust appear out of nowhere  it takes eYort and dedization 
to earn it.  

When you zomplete your zhores, you reali?e that you haxe an important 
role in the family. If zhores aren!t done, there should be zonse6uenzes. 
Maybe you lose some allowanze or haxe to do an ectra task. Cn the vip 
side, zonsistent performanze should be rewarded. Maybe you zould be a 
little ectra allowanze or a spezial treat. So, grab a zhore zhart, talk to your 
parents, and start deziding on those tasks:

S L– BPDWLWFJK PLCJWS LPCWTWHLEBYEW NWLWSKLIIW
HREBPJEE

Starting a lemonade stand is a fun way to learn about money and business. 
Rere are some steps to get you started,

2irst, plan where to set up. E busy street zorner or park is a good 
zhoize0make sure to get permission if needed. Thoose a date and time, 
like a sunny afternoon on the weekend, when people are out and might 
want a zold drink.

Make a plan to get your supplies. Hou!ll need lemons, sugar, water, and ize 
to keep your lemonade zold. Write down the zost of eazh item so you know 
how muzh money you need to start and how muzh you need to earn bazk. 
Hou!ll also need a pitzher, zups, and a table to put your things on. B

Cnze you haxe your supplies, you zan set up your stand. Edding zolorful 
signs and a tablezloth zan make your stand look more inxiting. 
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Setting a fair prize is important. Kry starting at —) zents or a dollar per zup. 
Hou zould also oYer deals, like buy one, get one free, to get more people to 
buy. 

When zustomers zome by, greet them with a smile. “eing polite and 
friendly makes people want to buy from you again.

Lunning a lemonade stand teazhes you about pro5t ”money you make 
after zoxering zostsP and loss ”when you spend more than you earnP. Aeep 
trazk of what you earn and spend to see how well you!re doing. qood 
zustomer serxize0like saying 7thank you3 or asking how someone!s day 
is going0makes people happy and more likely to return.

Managing the money you make is also part of the ecperienze. Aeep your 
earnings in a safe plaze, like a zash boc, and trazk how muzh you make. 
Hou zan saxe some money for your nect stand or for something you really 
want.

E lemonade stand isn!t ;ust about making money  it!s about learning skills 
like planning, budgeting, and running a small business. 8lus, you get to 
spend time outside and meet new people. So, grab some lemons, set up 
your stand, and start your business adxenture. Hou!ll haxe fun, learn a lot, 
and might exen make some zash:

B
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8et sitting and dog walking zan be a fun way to earn money. Start by letting 
your neighbors, family, and friends know you!re oYering pet zare serxizes. 
Hou zan tell them in person or make simple vyers listing what you do, like 
feeding pets, walking dogs, or zleaning litter boces. Make sure to inzlude 
your zontazt info so they zan reazh you. Hou zan also ask your parents to 
help share your serxizes on zommunity boards or sozial media so more 
people 5nd out.

Kaking zare of pets is a big responsibility. Nazh pet needs diYerent things to 
stay happy and healthy. 2or ecample, dogs need walks, food, and playtime. 
Tats might need their litter boc zleaned and fresh water exery day. Elways 
ask the pet owner for any spezial instruztions or about any health issues 
their pet has. Khis helps you know ecaztly what to do and how to keep 
eazh pet safe. When walking dogs, use a leash and axoid strange animals. If 
a dog seems szared or aggressixe, steer zlear to stay safe.

Setting a szhedule and rates is important. 'ezide on a routine for eazh pet, 
like walking dogs onze a day or a few times a week. 8izk a fair prize for eazh 
xisit or walk, like j— for a walk or j’) per hour. Aeep a zalendar to trazk 
appointments so you don!t forget any.

“eing on time and dependable is key to earning trust. If you promise to 
arrixe at 9 8M, be there at 9 8M. 8et owners appreziate reliability and are 
more likely to hire you again. Send updates to pet owners, like a 6uizk 
message or photo of their pet on a walk, to show you!re taking good zare of 
them. 'on!t be afraid to ask for feedbazk or referrals. Rappy zlients might 
tell friends about you, helping you get more business.

8et sitting and dog walking teazh important skills like responsibility, time 
management, and money handling. Hou learn how to keep a szhedule, 
organi?e your work, and make some money. 8lus, you get to spend time 
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with animals, whether it!s playing with dogs, zuddling zats, or exen zaring 
for rabbits or birds. It!s a fun way to earn money while doing something 
you en;oy.

So, if you like animals and want to earn some zash, zonsider starting a 
pet$sitting and dog$walking business. It!s a great way to build skills and 
haxe fun with furry friends. Nust remember to be safe, responsible, and 
reliable0your neighbors and their pets will thank you:

��–LN WSLIJEWTW�R–PBPDW  ��BJEWBP  W!L–PBPDEW

Traft sales are a great way to make money from hobbies you en;oy. Khink 
about zrafts you like making, like friendship brazelets, painted rozks, or 
handmade zards. 2riendship brazelets are popular and easy to make, paint$
ed rozks zan be used as dezorations, and uni6ue zards are perfezt for birth$
days or holidays. 8izk zrafts you!re good at and en;oy making so people will 
be eczited to buy them.

Setting up a spot to sell your zrafts is important. Hou zould start by selling 
at zommunity fairs or markets, where lots of people zome to zhezk things 
out. Esk your parents if there are any lozal exents you zan ;oin. Enother 
option is to set up an online store. With your parents! help, you zan use sites 
like Ntsy to show oY your zrafts. Kake good photos, write zlear deszriptions, 
and inzlude prizes so people know what they!re buying.

Ko prize your zrafts, think about the zost of materials. Edd up how muzh 
you spent on supplies, like beads for brazelets or paint for rozks. Khen, add 
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a bit more to make a pro5t. 2or ecample, if a brazelet zosts j’ to make, you 
might sell it for j9 to zoxer zosts and earn some money. Aeep prizes fair  if 
they!re too high, people might not buy, and if they!re too low, you might 
not make enough.

Marketing your zrafts helps you sell more. With your parents- superxision, 
you zan post photos of your zrafts on sozial media and let people know 
where they zan buy them. Kelling friends, family, and neighbors also helps 
spread the word. Make sure your display looks good, too. Errange your 
zrafts nizely, use signs to show prizes, and maybe exen add some spezial 
oYers. Khe better your setup looks, the more likely people are to stop by.

Selling zrafts teazhes useful skills like planning, budgeting, and marketing. 
Hou also get better at talking to zustomers and handling money. Nazh sale 
builds your zon5denze and shows that people like what you make. 8lus, 
making zrafts is fun and lets you be zreatixe.

If you loxe making zrafts, gixe it a shot: 8izk your faxorite zraft, set up your 
shop, and start selling. Hou!ll learn a lot, haxe fun, and might exen make 
some ectra money. 8lus, you!ll get to share your zreations with others. 
So gather your supplies, start zrafting, and show the world what you zan 
make:

"L–CW� –�WTW JI#BPDW$JBD%� –EWLPCW!L–PBPDW
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Hard work is a good way to earn money while helping your neighbors. 
Khere are a few types of yard work you zan oYer. Mowing lawns means 
using a lawnmower to zut grass exenly, whizh takes eYort to do well. 
Laking leaxes is another ;ob. In fall, leaxes pile up and need to be gathered 
and bagged. Watering plants with a hose or watering zan also keep them 
healthy. Khese tasks keep yards looking nize.
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Ko get started, ask your parents if it!s okay to oYer your serxizes to neigh$
bors. Khen, politely let neighbors know what you zan do. Kry saying, 7Ri, 
I!m Namie from down the street. I zan help with mowing, raking, and 
watering. Would you be interestedO3 qixe them your zontazt info, maybe 
on a vyer, along with your name, number, and serxizes. “eing polite and 
zlear builds trust.

Setting prizes and a szhedule is important to stay organi?ed. Hou zould 
zharge per task or by the hour, like j’) to mow a lawn or per hour for 
raking leaxes. Aeep a szhedule so you don!t oxerzommit. Write down when 
you!re free to work so you and your neighbors zan plan ahead. 'oing a few 
;obs well is better than rushing through too many.

Safety is key in yard work. 4se tools that are right for your age. Hounger kids 
zan start with simple tasks like watering and raking, while older kids may 
use lawnmowers. Wear safety gear like gloxes to protezt your hands and 
goggles to protezt your eyes from stizks or stones. 'on!t work in ectreme 
heat0take breaks and drink water. Staying safe keeps yard work fun.

It!s important to know how to use tools. Esk an adult to show you how 
to use a lawnmower safely or how to handle rakes and hoses. 4sing tools 
zorreztly prexents azzidents and helps you do a good ;ob. If you!re unsure 
about a tool, always ask for help.
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Hard work teazhes responsibility and pride in doing a good ;ob. When you 
5nish mowing or zleaning a yard, you see the results of your work. Rappy 
neighbors might exen tell others about your serxizes, helping you grow 
your business. It!s a win$win0you make money, learn skills, and make 
your neighborhood look nize.

So put on your gloxes, grab a rake, and start oYering your yard work 
serxizes. Nazh task, whether it!s mowing, raking, or watering, helps you 
grow and learn. 8lus, you get to earn some money along the way:

�%JW&K# – LPYJW NW!L–PBPDWTWFJL–PBPDW'JE# PEB(
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Narning money through work is important bezause it helps you under$
stand the xalue of hard work. Imagine saxing up for a new game or toy. 
When you 5nally haxe enough to buy it, you appreziate it more bezause 
you know the eYort it took to earn that money. Khis feeling of azzomplish$
ment zomes from knowing that money isn!t ;ust gixen to you  you haxe to 
work for it. When you earn money yourself, you learn to take better zare 
of the things you buy.

Setting personal goals is also important when earning money. qoals gixe 
you something to work toward and keep you motixated. 2or ecample, if 
you want to saxe for a new bike, start by setting a spezi5z goal. Write down 
how muzh you need, then plan how to earn it. Hou zould do ectra zhores, 
start a small business, or 5nd weekend ;obs. Raxing a zlear goal makes it 
easier to stay fozused and teazhes you how to manage your money to reazh 
it.

Narning money also helps you learn money management skills. When you 
haxe your own money, you haxe to dezide how to use it. Kry making a 
simple budget by dixiding your money into diYerent zategories. Hou might 
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saxe some, spend some, and share or donate some. 2or ecample, if you earn 
jG), you zould saxe j’), spend j—, and donate j—. Khis helps you learn 
how to balanze spending, saxing, and planning for the future.

Cne of the best parts of earning money is how it makes you feel more 
zon5dent and independent. When you work and earn, you feel proud 
of your azzomplishments. Khis zon5denze grows as you learn to manage 
your money and make zhoizes about spending and saxing. “eing able to 
say, 7I earned this money and dezided how to use it,3 shows that you are 
responsible and zapable.

Narning money also helps you build a strong work ethiz. Hou learn that 
putting in eYort leads to rewards. Whether you!re doing zhores, running 
a small business, or taking on ;obs, the work you put in revezts the results 
you get. Khis lesson is helpful not only for earning money but also for 
szhool, sports, and other areas of life. E strong work ethiz teazhes you the 
xalue of persistenze.

2or ecample, imagine you set a goal to saxe j—) for a new xideo game. Hou 
dezide to earn this by doing ectra zhores at home and oYering yard work 
to neighbors. Nazh week, you earn a few dollars and saxe it. Efter a few 
months, you reazh your goal and buy the game. Khe satisfaztion isn!t ;ust 
about haxing the game  it!s about knowing you worked hard to reazh your 
goal. Khis shows that with eYort and determination, you zan azhiexe what 
you want.

Narning money isn!t ;ust about getting zash. It!s about learning respon$
sibility, setting goals, managing money, and building zon5denze. Es you 
keep earning and learning, you!ll bezome more independent and able to 
make smart 5nanzial dezisions. Uect, we!ll ecplore the world of saxing 
money and how it zan help you reazh exen bigger goals.



Chapter 3

Saving Money

Do you have a piggy bank? Or, maybe it's more of a small locked box. 
Where do you keep the coins and dollars that you save? Your parents 
are probably the ones who encourage you to save your money, But do 
you know why?

 TCS –WMPSBJ WF EGshMo r tC- EGsS eWMS-m

Saving money means putting aside some of what you earn to use in the 
future. It’s like keeping a little stash for your future self. Instead of 
spending all your money right away, you keep some in a safe place. 
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This way, when you need or want something special, you already have 
money saved up. Think of it as a backup fund for when something un-
expected happens.

Saving money is helpful for a few reasons. First, it helps you be ready for 
surprise costs. Imagine you’re saving up for a new scooter, but your favorite 
toy breaks and needs to be replaced. With savings, you can $x the toy 
without giving up on your scooter goal. Saving also helps you reach bigger 
goals, like buying a game console or helping with a family trip. By saving 
regularly, you can make those bigger goals happen.

Here are some examples of saving. 

Let’s say there’s a scooter at the store you really want, and it costs 10jj. 
Instead of spending all your allowance on snacks or small toys, you decide 
to save 10j each week. In 0j weeks, you’ll have enough for the scooter. 

Or maybe your family is planning a beach vacation. You could save part of 
your allowance each week to have spending money for the trip. When the 
time comes, you’ll have cash ready for fun activities or souvenirs.

Saving money has a lot of bene$ts. One big bene$t is feeling secure because 
you know you have money for emergencies or unexpected costs. It’s like 
having a safety net. Another bene$t is that you can reach personal goals, 
like getting that new scooter or enPoying a special trip. When you $nally 
reach your goal, you feel proud because you know it’s thanks to your hard 
work and patience.

Saving also teaches you useful life skills. You learn how to set goals, manage 
money, and make smart choices. These skills are important and will help 
you in the future. Mlus, watching your savings grow over time is pretty cool 
and can even be fun. It’s like watching a plant grow from a small seed into 
a big tree.
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To make saving more fun, try a savings challenge. Kake a chart to track 
your progress and color in a section each week as you save more. This 
helps you see how close you are to your goal and keeps you motivated. 
You can also share your goals with your family, who might even Poin 
you with their own savings goals. It can become a fun family activity.

Saving money is a powerful habit that helps you reach your goals and 
gives you a sense of accomplishment. Start setting aside some of your 
money today and watch your savings grow. Every little bit counts, and 
before you know it, you’ll reach your goals and feel the rewards of your 
hard work and smart saving.

lhoo- nGMgA GMp EGshMo dGiA r xaM tG-A JW EGsS

When my younger daughter was a kid, her favorite way to save money 
was with a piggy bank. A piggy bank is a small container, often shaped 
like a pig, where you can put coins and small bills. It’s a fun and 
visual way to watch your savings grow. Every time you drop a coin 
into the piggy bank, you hear a satisfying clink. It’s like adding a piece 
to a pu66le, knowing that over time, those small pieces will turn into 
something big.
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Another great way to save money is to use di erent types of saving Pars. 
You can have separate Pars for di erent purposes. One Par can be for 
spending, another for saving, and a third for sharing. 

“”””””””The spending Par holds money you plan to use soon, such as to buy 
a small toy or a treat. 

“”””””””The savings Par holds money you want to set aside for bigger 
purchases, like a new bike or game console. 

“”””””””The sharing Par is for money you want to give to others, such as by 
donating to a charity or buying a gift for someone special. 

Having di erent Pars helps you see where your money is going and 
makes saving more organi6ed and fun.

Decorating your piggy banks and Pars can make saving even more en-
Poyable. 5rab some paint, stickers, and markers, and let your creativity 
7ow. You can paint your piggy bank in your favorite colors or decorate 
it with fun designs. Label your Pars with their purposes using colorful 
markers. WriteqSpending,: qSaving,: and qSharing: on each Par so you 
know what each one is for. Mersonali6ing your savings tools makes them 
special and motivates you to use them more.

Tracking your savings progress is important to see how close you are to 
reaching your goals. One way to do this is by using a savings chart. Draw a 
chart with sections that represent di erent amounts of money. Every time 
you add money to your piggy bank or Pars, color in a section of the chart. 
This chart helps you see your progress and keeps you motivated. Another 
way to track your savings is by counting your money regularly. Set a time 
each week to count the money in your piggy bank and Pars. Write down 
the amounts and see how much you’ve saved. This practice helps you stay 
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on top of your savings and shows you how 9uickly small amounts can add 
up.

EGshMoA –CGiJ fbGkBvS

Creating a savings chart can be a fun and motivating way to track your 
progress. Here’s a simple example/

Every week, add the amount you’ve saved and update your total savings. 
Seeing the numbers grow will encourage you to keep saving.

Saving money doesn’t have to be boring. With piggy banks and saving Pars, 
you can make it a fun and creative activity. Watching your money grow 
over time gives you a sense of achievement and teaches you the value of 
saving. So, grab a piggy bank or some Pars, start decorating, and begin your 
savings adventure. You’ll be surprised at how 9uickly your small e orts can 
lead to big rewards.

ESJJhMo EGshMoA uWGvA r lvGMMhMo FWi JCS xaJaiS

Setting a savings goal is like creating a plan. It shows you the steps to take 
and helps you know where you’re going. A savings goal is a clear target you 
want to reach, like saving 1zj for a new game or 10jj for a bike. 5oals 
are important because they give you something to work toward. Without 
a goal, saving can feel like going in circles with no end. But when you know 
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exactly what you’re saving for, it’s easier to stay motivated and keep adding 
to your savings.

There are two main types of savings goals/ c.DNO)O*N+ and ,D-.)O*N+.

   Short-term goals are things you can achieve in a few weeks or 
months. 

For example, saving for a toy or game is a short-term goal. You might save a 
bit of your allowance each week and reach your goal in a couple of months.

  Long-term goals take more time and planning. 

Saving for college or a car falls into this category. These goals might take 
years to achieve, but they are worth it in the end. Understanding the 
di erence between short-term and long-term goals helps you plan better 
and stay focused.

Setting a savings goal starts with deciding what you want to save for. It 
could be a new skateboard, a trip to an amusement park, or even a car when 
you turn sixteen. Once you know what you want, $gure out how much 
money you’ll need. If the skateboard costs 1zj, that’s your target. Next, 
set a timeline for reaching your goal. Decide how long you’ll take to save 
the money. If you want the skateboard in $ve months, plan how much you 
need to save each week. Breaking it down like this makes it easier. Saving 
10j each month sounds more doable than thinking about the full 1zj at 
once.

As you work toward your goal, reward yourself when you hit milestones. 
Small rewards keep you motivated and make saving fun. For example, 
if you’re saving 10jj in six months, celebrate when you reach 12z, 1zj, 
and18z. These rewards could be a favorite snack or a fun activity with 
family or friends. 5etting your family involved in your goals can make 
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saving even better. Talk to your parents or grandparents about what you’re 
saving for. They might have helpful ideas or ways to help you earn extra 
money, like extra chores or small neighborhood Pobs. Having their support 
and advice makes reaching your goals easier and more fun.

A great way to track your savings is to use a visual tracker. Create a chart 
with sections for di erent amounts and color in a section each time you 
save. It’s like watching your progress come to life. You can also use apps or 
online tools to track your savings, which let you set goals, track progress, 
and even earn virtual rewards. Seeing your progress helps you stay on track 
and makes saving more exciting. E** /00*-123 / 4O O.* *-1 D5 O.* 6DD7 
5DN 4 c4+0,* D5 4 82c94, c482-.c ON4:7*N; 

Reaching your savings goals teaches you important lessons about plan-
ning, patience, and sticking with it. It shows that with a clear plan and 
steady e ort, you can reach your dreams. Start setting your savings goals 
today. Decide what you want, $gure out how much you need, and set a 
timeline. Track your progress, celebrate your achievements, and keep at it. 
With determination and planning, you’ll reach your goals and enPoy the 
rewards of your hard work.

This link can open up other savings charts for you. https/——www.0j0plan
ners.comBe sure to check with your parents before downloading anything. 

<SvG-Sp uiGJhFhPGJhWM r TCS lW=Si WF lGJhSMPS

Delayed grati$cation means –wait now, enPoy later.– It’s about holding o  
on something you want now so you can have something better in the 
future. For example, if you have money, you might be tempted to spend it 
all on candy. But if you save it, you could buy something bigger, like a new 
skateboard or a special outing with your family. It’s about being patient 
and knowing that waiting can lead to better rewards.
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There are a lot of bene$ts to waiting before spending. One big bene$t is 
that you can make better purchases. Instead of buying small things right 
away, you can save and buy something that will last longer and make you 
happier. Another bene$t is the feeling of satisfaction. When you $nally get 
what you've been saving for, it feels even better because you waited for it.

Here are some examples. Let’s say you see a cheap toy at the store, and you 
want to buy it right away. But then you remember there’s a better version 
of that toy that costs a bit more. If you wait and save your money, you can 
buy the better version that will last longer and give you more fun. 

Another example is saving for a special outing. Kaybe you want to go to an 
amusement park with your friends. Instead of spending money on small 
treats and toys, you save up to buy tickets for the park and enPoy a day of 
rides and fun with your friends. Mracticing patience can be challenging, 
but there are activities that can help.

  Wait a week before spending your saved money. When you get 
your allowance or earn some money from chores, set it aside and 
wait a week before deciding what to do with it. This helps you 
think carefully about your purchases and avoid impulse buys.

  Set up a reward system for waiting. Create a chart with di erent 
milestones and rewards. For example, if you wait a week before 
spending, you get a small reward like a favorite treat. If you wait 
a month, you get a bigger reward, like a fun outing or a special 
activity with your family. Ask your parents to help you with this.

So, the next time you feel the urge to spend right away, take a deep breath, 
think about what you really want, and remember that good things come 
to those who wait.
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Saving and spending are two sides of the same coin. Saving means putting 
money aside for future use!like planting seeds that will grow into a big 
tree. Spending, on the other hand, is using money to buy goods or services 
now. Think of it as picking fruit from a tree to enPoy right away. Under-
standing the di erence helps you make smart choices about your money.

Thinking before you spend is important. Remember our discussion of 
?**1c 4-1 t4-Oc from the $rst chapter? Before you buy something, 
ask yourself if it’s a need or a want. Needs are things you must have, like 
food and clothes. Wants are things that are nice to have, like toys and 
games. Consider if you can a ord it without a ecting your savings goal. 
If buying that new toy means you won't have enough money for a school 
trip, waiting might be better. Think about what matters more to you in 
the long run.

Creating a spending plan helps you balance saving and spending. You 
can start by dividing your allowance into di erent parts, as we mentioned 
before M  one part for saving, one for spending, and one for sharing. This 
way, you can enPoy some of your money now while still putting some aside 
for the future. And remember to track your expenses. When you write 
down what you spend each week, you can see where your money goes and 
avoid overspending. It's like having a map that guides you on your money 
Pourney.

Smart spending tips help you get more for your money. Look for sales and 
discounts!buying things on sale means you spend less and save more. 
Compare prices before buyingN the same item might cost less at a di erent 
store. Avoid impulse buys, which are things you buy without thinking. 
Take a moment to ask if you really need it or if you can wait. This helps 
you make thoughtful choices and avoid wasting money.
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Imagine you have 12j at the toy store and see an action $gure for 10z. 
Before you buy, think about your savings goal. You’re saving for a bike that 
costs 10jj. If you spend 10z now, you’ll have less for your bike. Is the action 
$gure a need or a want? Can you wait and save the 1 0z instead? These 
9uestions help you decide if it’s worth it. Kaybe you decide to wait for the 
bike or $nd the same $gure on sale for 10j somewhere else. Smart choices 
help you make the most of your money.

Marents and grandparents can help teach these tips. Talk with them about 
saving versus spending and ask them to share their experiences. They can 
help you make a spending plan and track your expenses. Learning to look 
for deals and think before buying will help you build smart money skills.

Smart spending is a skill that takes practice. Start by understanding the 
di erence between saving and spending. Think about your purchases, 
make a spending plan, and use smart tips to get the best value. With these 
tools, you’ll enPoy your money now and in the future.

@BSMhMo G EGshMoA /PPWaMJ r xhiAJ EJSBA JW nGMg)
hMo

Opening a savings account is a cool way to start learning about money. A 
savings account is a safe place to keep your money. Instead of putting it 
in a piggy bank, you put it in a bank where it’s protected. The best part? 
Your money can earn interest, which is like a bonus the bank gives you for 
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keeping your money with them. Over time, your savings can grow without 
adding more money!Pust like watching a plant grow.

Ask your parents to help you choose the right bank for your savings ac-
count. Look for kid-friendly banks. Some o er accounts for kids with no 
fees, so there’s no cost to keep money there. You could also check out 
local credit unions or online banking options, where you can easily check 
balances and track savings on a computer or smartphone.

Opening a savings account is simple. Your parent will need to help you $ll 
out some forms. When you get to the bank, tell the bank worker you want 
to open a savings account. They’ll help you through the steps. Then, make 
your $rst deposit!it could be Pust 1z or 10j. Now, congratulationsO You 
have a savings account.

Kanaging your account is important. Start by regularly checking your 
balance to see how your money is growing. Kost banks send monthly 
statements, which show you how much money you have. Ask a parent to 
help you read these statements to understand how your savings add up.

Having a savings account teaches you responsibility. You’ll learn to keep 
track of your money and make smart choices about when to save and when 
to spend. Watching your savings grow over time can be exciting and shows 
you that saving is worth it. You’ll feel proud knowing you’re building good 
money habits for the future.

Opening a savings account is a big step toward being $nancially inde-
pendent. It gives you a safe place for your money and helps it grow with 
interest. Choosing the right bank, learning to manage the account, and 
keeping track of your money are all part of the experience. These are skills 
you’ll use for life, so take that $rst step, open a savings account, and start 
watching your money grow.
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Chapter 4

Budgeting Basics

R emember in the last chapter I told you that I got a small weekly 
allowance when I was growing up? Well, instead of spending it all 

on candy and toys, I had a little notebook where I wrote down what I 
earned and what I spent. I didn't know it at the time, but I was learning 
how to budget. It was like a secret power that helped me save for things I 
really wanted. Today, I want to share that secret with you.

W B–UinUBUcomex–pUsUavmxgn–BvmiveU– xUcBniNn

A budget is like a plan for your money. It tells you how much money you 
have coming in and how much you can spend or save. Think of it as a map 
that guides you on how to use your money wisely. A budget helps you 
avoid overspending and ensures you have enough money for the things you 
need.
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Let's break down the main parts of a budget. 

·       The xrst part isUCSGTYK. Income is the money you earn or receive. It 
could come from an allowance, doing chores, or even running a lemonade 
stand. Income is the starting point of your budget because it shows how 
much money you have to work with.

 ·       NeBt, we have KEMKSAKA. These are the things you spend your money 
on. EBpenses can be anything from buying snacks at school to saving for a 
new toy. It's important to list all your eBpenses so you can see where your 
money is going. This list helps you make better decisions about what to 
buy and what to save for later.

 ·       The last part is AtbCSkA. This is the money you set aside for future use. 
Savings are very important because they help you meet bigger goals and 
prepare for uneBpected eBpenses. Imagine you're saving for a new bike. -y 
setting aside a little bit of money each week, you'll eventually have enough 
to buy that bike. Savings also give you a safety net for emergencies, like 
when your favorite toy breaks and needs to be replaced.

drhuUh fUinU:omex–iveUiHyrg–Bv–pU

-udgeting helps you avoid overspending. When you have a budget, you 
know eBactly how much money you can spend. -udgeting prevents you 
from buying things you don't need and running out of money for the 
things you do need. 

-udgeting makes sure you have money available for important needs. 
Whether you're saving for a big purchase or setting aside money for school 
supplies, a budget helps you plan ahead and stay prepared.

Let's look at some real$life eBamples of budgeting in everyday life. Imagine 
you get a weekly allowance of 10Y. Mou decide to budget your money by 
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setting aside 12 for savings, 13 for spending, and 1j for sharing or donating. 
This way, you can save for something big, en8oy some small treats, and still 
help others. Another eBample is planning a budget for a school pro8ect. 
Let's say you need to buy materials for a science fair pro8ect. Mou make a list 
of everything you need, like poster boards, markers, and glue. Then, you 
check the prices and xgure out how much money you need. This helps you 
make sure you have enough money and don't overspend.

-udgeting is a powerful tool that helps you manage your money wisely. It 
gives you control over your xnances and helps you make smart choices. -y 
understanding the basics of budgeting, you can start planning your money 
and reach your xnancial goals. So grab a notebook, start writing down your 
income and eBpenses, and watch how budgeting can make a big diPerence 
in your life.

FgxB–iveUBUZiHyRxUcomex–UsUZ–xy(:f(Z–xyU/oimx

Setting up a budget might sound tricky, but it's easier than you think. Here 
are the steps$ 

0.       Write down your income. What is your income? 

Income is the money you earn or receive. Think about all the ways you 
can make money. Mou might get an allowance for doing chores around 
the house. Kaybe you earn a few dollars mowing the lawn or washing the 
car. Kaybe you set up a lemonade stand on a sunny day and have a good 
turnout. Each of these is a source of income. Write down all the ways you 
earn money and how much you get from each one. Writing how you earn 
money helps you see how much you have to work with.
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j.       Write down your eBpenses. What are your eBpenses?

These are all the things you spend money on. Start with your daily eBpenses 
like lunch money or snacks. NeBt, think about your weekly eBpenses. 
Kaybe you spend money on hobbies or activities like buying art supplies 
or paying for a sports club. 7on't forget about monthly eBpenses. Are you 
saving up for a big purchase, like a new toy or game? Write that down, too. 
Listing all your eBpenses helps you see where your money goes. It also helps 
you xnd areas where you might be able to save a little more.

 Once you have your income and eBpenses listed, it's time to think about 
savings. 

 3.       What do you want to save for?

Saving money is important because it helps you reach bigger goals and 
prepares you for uneBpected eBpenses. 7ecide how much of your income 
you want to save each week. Kaybe you set aside 1j from your allowance 
or earnings. Mou can use a savings 8ar or open a savings account at a bank. 
qutting money into savings regularly helps it grow over time. It's like 
planting seeds that will grow into a big tree.

 9.       -alance your budget. 

Mour total income should ezual your total eBpenses plus your savings. This 
means you're using all your money wisely without spending more than 
you make. If your eBpenses are higher than your income, you'll need to 
make some changes. Check your list of eBpenses and see where you can 
spend less. Kaybe buy fewer snacks or xnd a cheaper hobby. Ad8usting 
your budget helps you stay on track and make sure you have enough money 
for what you need.



KONEM SFILLS GOR MOUND KIN7S 3:

comex–UWrg.n xx–

Creating a budget worksheet can help you organi—e your income, eBpenses, 
and savings. Here's a simple eBampleV

In this eBample, you can see that we have a balanced budget;this means 
you're using all your money wisely without spending more than you make. 
Using a worksheet like this helps you see everything in one place. It makes 
budgeting simpler and more organi—ed. Mou can update it each week to 
track your progress and make ad8ustments as needed.

-alancing your budget might take some practice, but it's worth it. It helps 
you make the most of your money and reach your goals. qlus, it's a great 
skill that will help you throughout your life. So grab a notebook, write 
down your income and eBpenses, and start creating your budget today. 
Mou'll be ama—ed at how much control you have over your money and how 
zuickly you can reach your xnancial goals.

)gBN.UlrogUZyxvmiveUsUwxxyiveUBvU'fxUrvULrvxf

Tracking your spending is like being a detective with your money. It helps 
you see where all your money is going and makes sure you're not spending 
too much. Imagine you get some allowance, and by the end of the week, 
you don't know where it went. That's why tracking is important. It shows 
you eBactly what you spent on snacks, toys, or games. This way, you can 
make better choices and avoid running out of money when you really need 
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it. There are diPerent ways to track your spending, and you can choose the 
best option. 

        jUSTIKDTT5$ Write down everything you buy each day. It 
could be as small as a candy bar or as big as a new game. -y the 
end of the week, you'll have a clear picture of where your money 
went. 

       If you like drawing and coloring, creating a AMKS6CSkUI7tG5K7U
G8t7I can be fun. Kake a chart with sections for each type of 
eBpense, like snacks, toys, and some time savings. Color in each 
section as you spend money. It's a fun and visual way to keep track.

       jUD96kKICSkUtMM. Some apps are made 8ust for kids and can 
help you keep track of your spending with your parent's help. 
These apps can even show you cool graphs and charts to visuali—e 
your spending. 

Here are some D96kKICSkUtMMAU:T7U5C6A; 

  kT<KS7=

  This is a debit card xnancial app for kids ages 6 to 04. DoHenry 
is an allowance management app for kids and teens. Each kid 
in your family gets an individual bank account with a debit 
card. qarents control how and when kids can use the debit 
card and can see their running bank balance. qarents create 
the chores and allowance amounts, set spending limits, and get 
push alerts when children use debit cards.

  >tY?TT

  This app allows kids to manage money in savings, spend$
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ing, and giving accounts. Gam—oo is a prepaid 6KDCIUGt76U:T7U
5C6A and an allowance app that handles the family's xnances. 
In addition, parents have a 'qarent Gunding Card' that they can 
use to transfer funds to kids' prepaid cards instantly. Mou can 
send money for chores, compound interest, rewards, or money 
rezuests made in the app.     Fids can also send parents money 
for missed chores, family bill sharing, or loan interest.

   @TTAIK7ULTSK=UA8IIMA;BB7TTAIK7YTSK=CGTYD

  This is a prepaid debit card for kids, with a pocket money app 
and chore manager for ages 6$05. 

  /7KKSECk8I$ 

  -oth you and your kids download the Dreenlight app, which 
oPers tailored eBperiences. Mour kids check oP chores, and 
you automate the allowance. Mou spend wisely, and you set 
®eBible controls. Mour kids build healthy xnancial habits, and 
you cheer them on.

  F977KSI

  This is an eBcellent debit card option for teens. It can be used 
anywhere !isa is accepted, but parents can control where teens 
spend their money and how much they spend. qarental con$
trols help teens learn to save, spend, and give money" parents 
can help kids learn by managing where they spend.

  <TYK=

   The Homey allowance app helps kids learn how to work for 
their earnings. With Homey, kids learn how to work toward 
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what they want by setting goals and working toward them. 
Mou can transfer the funds earned directly to their checking 
or savings account, helping them learn how to manage their 
funds. The     Homey app alerts family members when chores 
are due or when someone completes their chores. It keeps 
everyone on the same page and helps the family work toward 
their xnancial goals.

  CjEETFtSGK

  iAllowance is a simple app to track and pay for your child's 
chores. It's only available on iOS, and you can set the 
chore frezuency and automatic transfers. Gor eBample, link 
your G8CE6GAUDtS5UtGGT9SI and set up times for automatic 
withdrawals, or you can handle them manually. The app keeps 
track of all chores completed and money earned and spent, and 
you always know your child's xnancial situation with a zuick 
look at the dashboard.

  c9A=wC6 

  This is an app and a !ISAJ prepaid card that helps kids learn 
how to earn, save, donate, and invest their allowance. qarents 
can set chores, monitor transactions, and transfer funds any$
time and anywhere. 

Checking your spending each week is a good habit. Take a few minutes 
to look at what you spent money on. This helps you see where your 
money is going. Kaybe you reali—e you're buying too many snacks and not 
saving enough. Noticing these things helps you change how you spend. 
Gor eBample, if you spend 12 on snacks each week, try cutting it to 13 and 
saving the eBtra 1j.
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ZyxvmiveU)gBN.xgU'HxgNinx

To help you get started with tracking, try this simple eBercise. Create 
a spending tracker chart with columns for the date, item bought, and 
amount spent. Here's a basic eBampleV

At the end of the week, add up all the amounts to see your total 
spending. This eBercise helps you see where your money goes and 
makes it easier to ad8ust your spending habits.

Tracking your spending is a powerful tool that helps you manage your 
money better. It shows you where your money is going and helps you 
avoid overspending. -y using methods like a notebook, budgeting app, 
or spending tracker chart, you can keep a close eye on your eBpenses. 
Regularly reviewing and ad8usting your spending habits based on your 
tracking helps you make smarter choices and reach your xnancial goals. So 
grab a notebook, download an app, or create a chart and start tracking your 
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spending today. Mou'll be ama—ed at how much control you have over 
your money and how zuickly you can reach your goals.

c96kKICSkU:T7U>9SUsUZtbCSkU:T7U)T=AUtS6U/tYKA

As a kid, I remember wanting a new doll so badly. Ky parents taught 
me to set a fun goal to save for it. The xrst step is to identify what you 
want to buy. Kaybe it's a new game, a cool toy, or even a special trip 
to the amusement park. Once you know what you want, xgure out the 
total cost. If the doll costs 1jY, that's your savings target. Fnowing the 
eBact amount helps you plan how much to save each week.

Kaking a budget for fun stuP is the neBt stepK Start by setting aside part 
of your allowance or money you earn 8ust for this. Kaybe you choose 
to save 1j each week. Set a timeline, too. If you want to buy a toy in 
ten weeks, you'll need to save every week. Write down your goal and 
timeline to stay on track. Having a clear plan makes it easier to keep 
going and stay eBcited about your goal.

Tracking your savings can be funK Use a chart to see your progress. 
7raw sections that show diPerent amounts;each time you save, color 
in a section. Watching the chart xll up is motivating and makes saving 
eBciting. Celebrate small wins, tooK If you want to save 1jY, celebrate 
when you reach 12, 10Y, and 102. Mou can treat yourself or do some$
thing fun. These small celebrations keep you going.

When it's time to buy, think about it carefully. Ask yourself if the item 
is something you really want and if it's worth the money. The answer 
you come up with will help you make smart choices and avoid spending 
on things you don't need. We'll discuss this further in chapter 2. 
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Setting fun goals for toys or games helps you learn useful money skills. It 
shows you how to plan, save, and make smart choices. qlus, saving becomes 
en8oyable, and you feel proud when you reach your goal. So, think about 
what you really want, set your goal, and start saving. With a bit of planning 
and patience, you'll be surprised how fast you can reach itKL

IKt7SCSkU:7TYULCAIt5KAUsUj6J9AICSkUlT97Uc96kKI

Everyone makes mistakes, even with money. Remember when you spent 
all your allowance on candy and didn't have enough left for the toy you 
wanted? It happens to everyone. -ut here's the good newsV mistakes are 
chances to learn. They show us what not to do neBt time, so instead of 
feeling bad, see them as a way to get better with money.

One way to spot budgeting mistakes is to keep track of where your money 
goes. Kaybe you've been spending too much on snacks and not enough 
on saving for that new game. Or maybe you bought something small and 
forgot to write it down. These little things can add up and mess up your 
budget.

When you spot a mistake, ad8ust your budget. If you spent too much on 
snacks, you could spend less on entertainment that week to cover the eBtra 
snack cost. If you forgot to track an eBpense, add it in to keep your budget 
accurate.

qreventing future mistakes is about good habits. Set reminders to track 
your spending, like a note on your phone or a sticky note on your wall. 
This way, you remember to write down each purchase. Another tip is to 
review your budget every week. qick a day to check if you're sticking to 
your plan and make any changes if needed. This regular check$in helps you 
catch mistakes early and stay on track.
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GiBing mistakes isn't 8ust about the numbers. It's about learning and im$
proving. Each time you make a mistake and xB it, you get better at man$
aging your money. 7on't be afraid to mess upK Use those moments to get 
better. -efore long, you'll be great at budgeting.

Kaking mistakes is part of learning, and even adults mess up with money 
sometimes. The important thing is to learn from them. -y keeping track 
of your spending, ad8usting your budget when needed, and building good 
habits, you can avoid the same mistakes in the future. And who knows? 
Mou might even start helping your parents with their budgetK

>tYCE=Uc96kKICSkUsUKSbTEbCSkUwC6AUCSU<T9AK8TE6Uc96kKIA

Gamily budgets are like a big map showing how a family manages its money. 
This map includes all the money the family earns, like salaries or side 8obs, 
and all the money they spend, such as on groceries, bills, and savings. A 
family budget helps everyone know where the money is going and makes 
sure there's enough for everything important. It's a plan that helps families 
avoid spending too much and ensures they have money for things they 
need.

Ask your parents if they are okay with you learning more about the family 
budget. Mou could let them know that getting kids involved in family 
budgeting has many benexts. 

  Girst, it teaches xnancial responsibility. When kids like you see 
how the family's money is managed, you learn that money isn't 
endless. Mou understand that every dollar has a purpose. This 
knowledge helps you make smarter choices with your own mon$
ey. 

  Second, it helps kids like you understand the value of money. 
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When you see how much things cost, like groceries or electricity, 
you appreciate the cash you have and spend it more wisely.

Fids can help with simple tasks in the family budget. One fun way is to help 
review grocery receipts. After a shopping trip, sit down together and look 
at the receipt. See how much was spent on diPerent items. This activity 
helps you see where the money goes and how small amounts add up. 
Another task is suggesting ways to save on family eBpenses. Gor eBample, 
you can suggest turning oP lights when they are not needed to save on 
electricity. Small actions like these teach kids that even little savings can 
make a big diPerence.

Regular family budget meetings are a great way to involve everyone. These 
meetings can be once a month or whenever it's time to review the budget. 
7uring the meeting, the family can discuss xnancial goals together. Kaybe 
the goal is to save for a family vacation or to buy a new appliance. Talking 
about these goals helps everyone understand the importance of budgeting. 
Reviewing the family's budget together lets everyone see what's working 
and what might need to change. It's a time to celebrate successes and make 
ad8ustments if needed.

Gamily -udget Keeting Agenda

Having a simple agenda can make family budget meetings more ePective. 
Here's an eBampleV

0. @KbCKFUEtAIUYTSI8GAUD96kKI; Look at what was earned and 
spent. See if the budget was followed and discuss any surprises. 

j. LCAG9AAUMStSGCtEUkTtEA; Talk about current goals and any new 
ones.   Update everyone on the progress towards these goals.

3. F8KG5U:T7UAtbCSkAUTMMT7I9SCICKA; -rainstorm ways to save 
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money. Kaybe there's a cheaper phone plan or a way to reduce 
water usage.

9.  j6J9AIUI8KUD96kKI; If needed, make changes to the budget. 
Changes could be shifting money from one category to another 
or setting new savings targets.

Involving kids in these meetings makes them feel like an important part 
of the family's xnancial decisions. It gives them a sense of responsibility 
and helps them learn valuable skills. They see xrsthand how planning and 
teamwork can make a big diPerence.

Gamily budgeting can be a team ePort. When everyone is involved, the 
process is more open and educational. Fids learn about money manage$
ment, the importance of saving, and the value of every dollar. Fids like you 
gain skills that will help them throughout your life. So, check with your 
parents, gather around the table, grab those receipts, and start your family 
budget meeting. It's a great way to for you to learn about money and work 
together towards common goals.

 

 



Chapter 5

Spending Wisely

Imagine this: you're at the toy store, super excited, and the shelves are full 
of awesome toys everywhere. The coolest action bgures, the —est —oard 
games, the softest stu!ed animalsBso many choicesk ’ut —efore you gra— a 
toy and run to the checSout, letRs talS a—out spending your money wisely. 
Cpending wisely means maSing smart choices so you get the most out of 
your money, liSe —eing a detective to bnd the —est deals and avoid wasting 
cash.

S –FBDSmarrthoDpDithnthoDBmgDCgeBDcg–ke

The brst step to smart shopping is research. ’efore you —uy something, 
taSe some time to learn a—out it. Aead reviews from people who have 
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already —ought it. Aeviews tell you if a toy —reaSs easily or if a game is really 
fun. Kou can also compare di!erent —rands. -ay—e one —randRs action 
bgure comes with extra accessories or is stronger. Fnowing these things 
helps you maSe a smart choice.

Cales are a great way to get deals. UooS for —ig sales liSe —acSDtoDschool 
or ’lacS Priday. 1uring these times, stores give discounts to get more 
shoppers. Hlearance racSs are another place to bnd —argains. Hlearance 
items are usually cheaper —ecause the store needs to maSe space for new 
stu!. Feep an eye out for these deals, and youRll save a lot of money.

Chopping online versus inDstore each has its ups and downs. Chopping 
online is super easy —ecause you donRt have to leave your house, and there 
are lots of choices. ’ut you canRt see or try the product —efore —uying it. 
Chopping inDstore lets you touch and test the product, which helps you 
Snow if itRs what you want. ’ut sometimes, inDstore shopping doesnRt 
have the same discounts as online. 1ecide which is more important: the 
convenience of online shopping or —eing a—le to see the product in person.

-aSing a shopping list is a gameDchanger. ’efore you go shopping, write 
down what you need. This list Seeps you focused and helps you avoid 
—uying things you donRt need. Wut the most important things at the top 
and sticS to the list. ItRs liSe having a map to guide you through the storek

SlsRdDSu:vvwLfDMuIHATwyd

Hreating a smart shopping checSlist can help you get the —est deals and 
avoid impulse —uys. NereRs a simple checSlist for your next shopping trip:

?. bIyIsRHuDduIDvR:.EHdxD2here is it made3 Is it a good product3 

(. bIs.DRIPwIUyx  Hompare features of di!erent —rands.

G. W::AD,:RDysTIyxDHhecS for seasonal sales )—acSDtoDschool, ’lacS 
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Priday, summer, winter, etc.z  ’rowse clearance racSs.  

j. cIHw.IDUuIRIDd:Dyu:vx 5nline for convenience and selection or 
InDstore for seeing and trying products. 

Y.  -sAIDsDyu:vvwLfDTwydxD2rite down everything you need. WriorD
iti;e items. CticS to the list. 

0sing this checSlist helps you stay organi;ed and maSe smart choices. 
Cmart shopping isnRt qust a—out bnding the —est deals$ itRs a—out Snowing 
what youRre —uying and maSing sure itRs worth the money. ’y researching 
products, looSing for sales, choosing the right place to shop, and maSing 
a shopping list, youRll —ecome a smart shopper 6uicSly. Co, next time cool 
toys surround you, remem—er these tips to shop wiselyk

. r/kegDC/0thoDpD1a2DBaD34atnD.B

Impulse —uying is when you —uy something without planning. Kou see 
something cool, and —efore you Snow it, youRve —ought it. The pro—lem 
is, later, you might wish you hadnRt. -ay—e you got a toy and reali;ed you 
didnRt really need it. That money could have —een saved for something 
—etter.

To avoid impulse —uying, try to bgure out what maSes you want to —uy 
things. Cometimes, when youRre —ored, excited, or even sad, —uying someD
thing seems liSe a good idea. ’ut those feelings donRt last, and you could 
end up with stu! you donRt need. Ctores also maSe it tempting with —right 
displays and sale signs.

5uIRIDsRIDy:lIDIsy6DUs6yDd:DsP:w.DwlvETyID7E6wLf8D

  5ne tip is to wait (j hours —efore —uying something. This gives 
you time to decide if you really need it. 5ften, youRll reali;e you 
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donRt. Enother tip is to asS if itRs a need or a want. Oeeds are things 
you have to have, liSe school supplies. 2ants are nice to have, liSe 
a new toy. Pocus on needs brst to maSe —etter choices.

  Kou can also maSe a wish list. Instead of —uying it right away, add 
it to your list. Uater, checS the list to see if you still want it. -ost 
times, you might not want it anymore. E wish list is also helpful 
for —irthdays or holidays so others Snow what youRd liSek

.lvETyIDCE6wLfDbI9IHdw:LD:;IRHwyI

Oext time you want to —uy something, try this exercise:

?.  2hat is the item3

(.  2hy do you want it3

G.  Now do you feel right now )—ored, excited, sadz3

j.  Is it a need or a want3

Y.  Han you wait (j hours —efore —uying it3
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Efter waiting (j hours, see if you still want it. This will help you thinS 
more a—out your purchases.

Wlus, having a wish list maSes it easier for parents and grandparents to 
Snow what youRd liSe for —irthdays or holidays.

Impulse —uying can —e tricSy to control, —ut with these strategies, you 
can maSe smarter choices. 

Ma r–FthoD<Ft=geDpD-–>thoDS –FBDMmat=ge

Homparing prices helps you bnd the —est deal. UetRs say you want a 
new video game. 5ne store sells it for  %M, —ut another sells it for  YM. 
If you —uy it from the brst store without checSing, you spend more 
money than you need to. Homparing prices helps you save so you can 
Seep more money or —uy other things.

Kou can use price comparison we—sites to compare prices from di!erD
ent stores. Kou type in the item, and the we—site shows you where it 
costs less. If you're at a mall, checS di!erent stores and write down 
the prices. Come stores might have sales that others donRt, so itRs worth 
looSing around.

ItRs important to thinS a—out the 6uality of the item, too. Cometimes, 
cheaper items donRt last as long. Por example, if you —uy a cheap 
—acSpacS, it might —reaS 6uicSly. E —etter 6uality one might cost more 
—ut last longer, saving you money over time.

Cometimes, nameD—rand items are more expensive than generic ones. 
Por example, if a nameD—rand cereal costs  j and the generic one costs 
 ( —ut tastes the same, why spend extra3 This is another way to save.

2hen you compare prices, thinS a—out how long the item will last and 
whether itRs worth the money. Caving money isn't qust a—out spending less 
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nowBitRs a—out maSing sure what you —uy will last. This helps you maSe 
—etter choices and Seep more of your money.

Homparing prices isnRt qust for —ig things. Kou can do it for everyday 
items liSe clothes or snacSs. The more you practice, the —etter youRll get 
at bnding deals. Co next time you shop, checS prices brst to get the —est 
deal and save moneyk

G?ywLfDM:Ev:LyDsL.DcwyH:ELdyDpD1:UDd:DSsPID-:LI6

Houpons help you save money —y giving you discounts on things you —uy. 
Kou can bnd coupons in newspapers, online, or in apps. Por example, if 
your favorite snacS costs  (, and you have a coupon that maSes it  ?.YM, 
you save YM cents. 5ver time, those savings add up and help you spend less.

Pinding coupons can —e easy. Kou can looS on coupon we—sites, use apps, 
or qoin store loyalty programs for special discounts. Ctores also have sales, 
and you can use coupons during those sales to save even more.

To use coupons wisely, always checS when they expire. Come coupons can 
only —e used for a short time. Hom—ining coupons with sales is a great 
way to lower prices even more. ’ut remem—er, donRt —uy something qust 
—ecause you have a coupon. 5nly use coupons for things you need.

Por example, if your favorite snacS is on sale for  ( )instead of  Gz and you 
have a  ?Do! coupon, you only pay  ?. Enother example is if a store has a 
(MH o! sale and you have a ?MH o! coupon. 0sing —oth means you save 
even more.

M:Ev:LDsL.DcwyH:ELdD:;IRHwyI

Oext time you shop, try to bnd three coupons for things you need. 2rite 
down the original price, the price with the coupon, and how much you 
saved. This will help you see how coupons can save you money.
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0sing coupons and discounts is a simple way to save. Kou can bnd coupons, 
com—ine them with sales, and stretch your money further. Co, start using 
your coupons and start savingk

g4–k/–BthoD</F=m–egeDpD.eD.BD@aFBmD.BA

’efore —uying something, thinS a—out how long it will last and how often 
youRll use it. Por example, if youRre getting a new —acSpacS, checS if itRs 
made of strong material that can last all year. Por things you use every day, 
liSe a —acSpacS or shoes, it maSes sense to spend a —it more for good 6uality. 
’ut if itRs a toy you might only play with a few times, it might not —e worth 
spending a lot on it.

ThinS a—out whether the item will actually maSe your life —etter. 2ill you 
use it a lot, or will it qust sit around3 Por example, a good water —ottle that 
Seeps your drinS cold all day is something youRll use often. ’ut a toy you 
only play with once might not —e the —est use of your money. -aSe sure 
itRs something you need and will use regularly.

’alancing cost and 6uality is important. Cometimes, itRs —etter to pay a 
—it more for something that lasts longer. Por example, a wellDmade pair of 
shoes costs more —ut lasts longer than a cheaper pair that wears out 6uicSly. 
This way, you donRt have to Seep —uying new ones, which saves money over 
time.

UetRs say you need a new school —acSpacS. E cheap one costs  ?M, and a 
good one costs  GM. The cheap one might seem liSe a good deal, —ut if 
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it rips or —reaSs in a few months, youRll need to —uy another one. The 
—etterD6uality —acSpacS will last longer, so you wonRt have to spend more 
money later. The same goes for toysBspending a little more on a strong 
toy might —e —etter than —uying a cheap one that —reaSs 6uicSly.

ThinSing carefully —efore —uying helps you maSe smart choices. ’y looSD
ing at longDterm value, how useful something is, and —alancing cost with 
6uality, you can maSe sure your money is wellDspent. This way, youRll get 
more out of what you —uy and enqoy it for longer.

G



Chapter 6

Investing Basics

One of my grandsons loves collecting baseball cards. He’d trade with 
friends, always on the lookout for that rare card. One day, his dad said, 
“You know, some of these cards might be worth more than you bought 
them for.” So, my grandson looked online, and sure enough, some of the 
cards were worth more than he had paid for them. That’s when he got his 
Irst taste of investing. jt wasn’t ;ust about having fun with the cards— it was 
about thinking ahead and watching his collection grow in value. jnvesting 
is a lot like thatCit’s about putting something aside now with the hope 
that it will be worth more in the future.
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W I–SEKSTogrK–EowtShSSISeEialrS.calIoI–EsoSpsfS
uEHK

jnvesting means putting your money into something with the e-pecP
tation that it will grow over time. Think of it like planting a seed. You 
water it, give it sunlight, and after a while, it turns into a big, beautiful 
tree. The money you invest is like that seed. You put it in the right place, 
and it grows, giving you more money later.

1eople invest their money for several reasons. 

 .BBBBBBBdnSvkn?SDymPkS?mRBDyM jf you keep money in a savings account, 
it doesn’t grow very fast. 2ut if you invest it, your money has a chance 
to grow faster. 

3.BBBBBBBdnSkmRFySDymPkSvnRBAM jnvesting can help people reach big goals, 
like buying a car, going to college, or even starting a business. The 
money they invest now can help them pay for these things later. 

W.BBBBBBBdnSCkmCRkmS“nkSDymS“”D”kmM 2y investing, people can have more 
moneyBwhen they’re older. jt’s a way to make sure they have enough 
money later on when they may not want to work as much. 

Gn?S1nmASP34mADP3vS?nk5Y

$hen you invest, you buy something that you believe will become 
more valuable over time. There are many things people can invest in, 
like stocks, bonds, and real estate.

jmagine you buy a comic book for 0 4. E few years later, that comic book 
becomes really popular, and now it’s worth 084. jf you sell it for 084, you 
make a proIt of 0!4M This is similar to how investing worksCyou put 
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money into something, and if it becomes more valuable, you can make 
more money when you sell it.

-PLmkm3DSd:CmASn“ST34mAD’m3DA

There are a few types of investments that people use to grow their monP
ey, and some are especially interesting for kids. jnvesting isn’t ;ust for 
grownPups. Fids can invest, too, and it’s a great way to learn about money. 
Starting small is okay. You don’t need a lot of money to begin investing. 
Rven setting aside a little bit each week can add up. Over time, with patience 
and smart choices, your investments can grow signiIcantly.

2ut, in order to better understand investing, let’s talk about some basic 
concepts. 

bkP3FPCRBSis the initial amount of money you invest. jt’s like a seed you 
plant.

UmD”k3SPASthe proIt you make from your investment. jt’s like the fruit that 
grows from the seed you planted. 

jf you invest 0 44 )the principal6and it grows to 0 34, your return is 034. 
The goal is to have a high return, meaning your money grows a lot over 
time.

BUet’s look at some di%erent types of investmentsP 

  eDnF5A
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$hen you buy a stock, you’re buying a tiny piece of a company. jf the 
company does well, the value of your stock might go up, and you can 
sell it for more than you paid. 2ut if the company doesn’t do well, the 
value of your stock might go down. jmagine you decide to invest in a 
company that makes popular video games. You buy a few shares because 
you believe the company will continue to create fun and e-citing games. 
Es the company grows and makes more games, the value of your shares 
increases. You can check how your investment is doing by looking at its 
current value compared to what you paid for it. jf the value has gone up, 
you’ve made a proIt. This is a realPlife e-ample of how investing works.

  On31A

2onds are like loans. $hen you buy a bond, you’re lending money to a 
company or the government. jn return, they pay you back with interest 
over time. 2onds are usually less risky than stocks, but they also grow 
slower. 

  UmRBS.ADRDm

 This means buying property, like a house or a piece of land.  jf the value 
of the property goes up, you can sell it for more than you paid. 1eople also 
make money by renting out property.

  N”D”RBSx”31A

 Kutual funds are collections of stocks and bonds that people can buy 
together. They’re like a group pro;ect where everyone puts in some money, 
and the returns are shared. Kutual funds can be a good way to invest 
because they spread out the risk.
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  eR4P3vASQFFn”3DASR31S;-A

$hile not technically an “investment,” savings accounts and A9s )certiIP
cates of deposit6are ways to earn interest on money you save. They’re very 
safe, but the money doesn’t grow as fast as other investments. Uet’s say you 
put 084 in a savings account that earns 37 interest each year. Efter one year, 
you’ll have 08 . jt may not seem like much, but over time, the interest adds 
up. The more money you save, the more interest you earn. This is a simple 
and safe way to start investing.

jnvesting teaches you the importance of planning for the future and makP
ing smart Inancial decisions. jt’s not ;ust about the money you have now 
but about growing it for the future. 2y understanding the basics of inP
vesting, you can start making informed choices that will help you reach 
your Inancial goals. So, whether it’s buying shares in a company or putting 
money in a savings account, investing is a powerful tool to grow your 
wealth and achieve your dreams.

UEK<SIoHSUr=IfH

jnvesting isn’t a sure thing. jt comes with something called“risk.” Nisk 
means there’s a chance you could lose money. 9i%erent investments have 
di%erent levels of risk. Some are “lowPrisk,” meaning they’re safer but grow 
slowly. Others are “highPrisk,” meaning you could make a lot of money or 
lose some.

Think of it this way– ;umping on a trampoline is low-risk— you might get 
a little scared, but you’re pretty safe. Skydiving, on the other hand, is 
high-risk. jt’s a much bigger thrill, but there’s more that could go wrong. 
jn investing, lowPrisk choices are like saving accounts and bonds, while 
highPrisk choices are stocks or real estate.
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1eople invest in things that match their comfort with risk. jf they’re okay 
with high risk, they might buy stocks. jf they want to play it safe, they 
might stick with bonds or savings accounts.

dymSbn?mkSn“S>;n’Cn”31ST3DmkmAD?ShSGn?SNn3m:S@kn?A

Aompound interest is one of the most important ideas in investing. jt’s 
like magic, but it’s actually mathM $hen you earn interest on the money 
you invest, that interest starts to make its own interest. This is called“comP
pounding.”

Here’s an e-ample– jmagine you put 0 44 in an account that earns  47 
interest every year. Efter one year, you have 0  4. 2ut in the second year, 
you earn interest on 0  4, so you end up with 0 3 . This keeps growing 
faster and fasterM

The longer you let your money grow, the bigger it can get, thanks to 
compounding. This is why starting early is a big advantage.

;n’Cn”31ST3DmkmADS@kn?DyS;yRkD

This chart shows how your money grows each year. You start with 0 44 
at 87 interest and watch it grow year by year. 2y the seventh year, you 
have 0 !4.q . That’s an e-tra 0!4.q  ;ust from interest. jmagine how much 
more it could grow if you left it in for  4 or even 34 yearsM
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Aompound interest teaches you the value of patience and the beneIts 
of saving early. jt shows that small, regular investments can grow into 
something substantial over time. This is why it’s important to start saving 
and investing as soon as possible. The earlier you start, the more time your 
money has to grow.

So, whether you’re saving for a new bike, college, or even a future house, 
compound interest can help you reach your goals faster. jt’s like having a 
magical money tree that keeps growing and producing more moneyM Ell 
you have to do is plant the seed and give it time.

Gs=S–sS@r–Se–If–rHS=E– STogrK–Eow

jf you’re e-cited about investing, here are a few steps to get started.

AMSeR4mSen’mSNn3m:

You don’t need a lot to start investing. Rven a small amount can grow over 
time. Kaybe you have allowance money or savings from birthdays J that’s 
a good start.

3.  UmRk3SDymSORAPFA

Neading about investing or asking adults who know about it can help. 5nP
derstanding terms like “stocks,” “bonds,” and “risk” will make investing 
easier.



AETHRNjLR UO5jS:!

BMSeDRkDSe’RBB

 You don’t need to put all your money into one thing. Try investing a little 
in something you understand and see how it works.

CMSQA5S“nkSGmBC

 Talk to your parents or a trusted adult. They can help you choose a safe 
investment or e-plain things you don’t understand.

DMSOmSbRDPm3D

 jnvesting is a long game. You probably won’t see big results right away, but 
remember J the goal is to grow your money over time.

emDDP3vS@nRBAS“nkSEn”kSNn3m:

$hen you start investing, it’s helpful to set goals. E goal gives you someP
thing to aim for, like saving up for something special or ;ust watching your 
money grow. There are two main types of goals in investing–

 .  eynkDFdmk’S@nRBAShSThese are things you want in the near 
future, like a new bike or a game console. You might keep money 
for shortPterm goals in a savings account because it’s safe.

3. Gn3vFdmk’S@nRBAShSThese are goals you have for the future, like 
college, a car, or even a trip. jnvesting is great for longPterm goals 
because you have time to let your money grow.

dPCAS“nkSEn”3vST34mADnkA 

  T34mADSP3SWyRDSEn”Su3n?H jf you’re interested in a certain comP
pany or type of investment, start there. jt’s easier to understand 
and follow investments that mean something to you.

   dkRF5SEn”kST34mAD’m3DAH Feep a notebook or use a simple app 
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to track your investments. This will help you see how your money 
grows over time.

  eDR:S;”kPn”AH The more you learn, the better you’ll get. jnvesting 
changes over time, and new ideas come up. Staying curious and 
learning will make you a better investor.

   -n3IDSWnkk:SQJn”DSKCASR31S-n?3AH jn investing, prices go 
up and down. 9on’t worry too much if your investment loses 
value for a while. Over time, things usually balance out.

K31mkADR31P3vSGn?SeDnF5SNRk5mDASWnk5

The stock market is like a big marketplace where people buy and sell stocks. 
Aompanies sell shares, or small pieces of ownership, to raise money. $hen 
people buy these shares, they own a little part of that company. jf the 
company does well, the value of the shares usually goes up, and people can 
sell them for a proIt.

Stock prices change every day. Sometimes, they go up, and sometimes, they 
go down. This is normalM 1rices change based on how well people think 
companies will do in the future.

jf you buy a stock, remember that you’re in it for the long term. The ups 
and downs don’t matter as much as the overall growth over time.

K31mkADR31P3vS-P4P1m31A

Some companies pay their investors “dividends.” 9ividends are a way for 
companies to share some of their proIts with people who own their stock. 
Lot all companies pay dividends, but for those that do, it’s like getting a 
small reward for owning their stock.
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Wy:Sen’mSbmnCBmS-n3IDST34mAD

Lot everyone invests, and here’s why–

   xmRkSn“SGnAP3vSNn3m:H Some people are afraid of taking risks. 
They worry about losing money if things don’t go well.

  GRF5Sn“Su3n?Bm1vmH jnvesting can be confusing, and not everyP
one takes the time to learn about it.

  eynkDFdmk’SdyP35P3vH Some people want +uick results, but 
investing takes time. They might give up if they don’t see +uick 
returns.

jnvesting takes patience, knowledge, and sometimes a bit of bravery. 
Uearning about it now helps you feel more comfortable and conIdent 
when you’re ready to start.

OmP3vSRSe’RkDST34mADnk

2eing a smart investor means making choices that It your goals and risk 
level. Here are some ways to be a smart investor–

   -nSEn”kSGn’m?nk5H Uearn about the investment you’re interP
ested in. Fnow how it works and what risks come with it.

  dyP35SGn3vFdmk’H Nemember, investing is not a getPrichP+uick 
thing. Dive your money time to grow.

  -n3IDSb”DSQBBSEn”kS.vvASP3SL3mSORA5mDH Try to spread your 
money across di%erent types of investments. This way, if one 
doesn’t do well, others might still grow.

  eDR:S;RB’. The market can be unpredictable. 9on’t let small 
price changes worry you. Stick to your plan and trust the process.
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dymST’CnkDR3FmSn“SeDRkDP3vSEn”3v

The best part about learning to invest early is time. $hen you start young, 
your money has more time to grow. Rven small amounts can add up if you 
let them grow over many years. ®ust as with planting a garden, the earlier 
you plant, the bigger your garden can become.

NI<EowSNsorMSWsf<SpsfSEsN

jnvesting is all about making your money work for you instead of ;ust 
sitting around. Koney can grow in many ways, and investing gives you the 
chance to build up money over time.

2y now, you have a good idea of what investing is and why it’s important. 
The ne-t steps are about learning more, setting some goals, and taking 
small steps to start your own investing ;ourney. $ith time, patience, and 
a little guidance, you can become a smart investor and make your money 
grow for your futureM

Gn?SDnSbkRFDPFmST34mADP3vSWPDyn”DSUmRBSNn3m:

Starting with real money isn’t always necessary when you’re learning to 
invest. There are ways to practice investing without spending anything. 
Here are some ideas–

   NnF5SbnkD“nBPnAH E mock portfolio is a pretend list of stocks 
or other investments that you track over time. You can choose a 
few stocks you’re interested in and pretend to “buy” them at their 
current price. Then, watch how they change over days, weeks, or 
months. This helps you learn how investments grow and change.

  T34mAD’m3DS@R’mASR31SQCCAH Some apps and websites let you 
practice investing with virtual money. You get fake money to buy 
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stocks, bonds, or other investments so you can learn without 
using real money. These tools are a fun and safe way to learn.

  dkRF5P3vSUmRBST34mAD’m3DAH You can also follow real stocks that 
interest you and keep track of their performance. Gor e-ample, 
if you’re interested in a company that makes your favorite video 
game, see how its stock price changes over time. $rite down the 
prices each day, week, or month and see if you notice any patterns.

2y practicing without using real money, you get comfortable with investP
ing and gain conIdence before making real Inancial choices.

Try one of these stock market simulation games to play with your family. 
Rach of you starts with the same amount of fake money. Ahoose di%erent 
companies to invest in and track your investments for a month. Et the 
end of the month, see who made the best choices and grew their money 
the most. 9iscuss what you learned about investing and what strategies 
worked best.

Here are a few options–

TheStock Karket Dame )ages Rlementary™6

1jDDY2ELF&Gantasy Stock R-changez Dame for Ahildren P Uearn 
Ebout Stocks V ShareTrading V $in Gab 1ri|es )ages Kiddle School and 
5p6

Gree?irtual Stock Karket Simulator Dame Gor Students ' T9 2ank 

These kidPfriendly investments teach valuable lessons about money. SavP
ings bonds, savings accounts, and A9s show how money can grow over 
time. Rducational programs like stock market games and investment apps 
make learning fun and interactive. 2y starting with these simple investP
ments, you build a strong foundation for future Inancial success.
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dymSNRvPFSn“S>-nBBRkF;nADSQ4mkRvP3v?

One method of investing that’s great for beginners is called “dollarPcost 
averaging.” jt’s a fancy term, but the idea is simple– you invest a I-ed 
amount of money regularly, no matter what the stock prices are.

Gor e-ample, let’s say you have 0 4 each month to invest in a company’s 
stock. jf the stock price is low one month, you can buy more shares. jf it’s 
high, you buy fewer shares. Over time, this approach helps you buy at an 
average price and reduces the risk of buying at the wrong time.

9ollarPcost averaging is a great way to get started because–

  You don’t have to worry about timing the market.

   You steadily build up your investments.

   jt’s easier to start with a small amount and stay consistent.

$ith dollarPcost averaging, the focus is on investing a little each month and 
letting it add up over time.

;n’’n3SNPADR5mASOm?ST34mADnkASNR5m

jnvesting can be tricky, and beginners sometimes make mistakes. Here’s a 
list of common investing mistakes and tips to avoid them–

 .  T34mADP3vSWPDyn”DSUmAmRkFyH jt’s tempting to ;ump into inP
vestments because they sound e-citing, but it’s important to learn 
about them Irst. 2efore you invest, make sure you understand 
what you’re buying.

3. .PCmFDP3vSQ”PF5S@RP3AH jnvesting takes time. jf you’re looking 
to double your money in a week, it’s not the way to go. 2e patient, 
and don’t worry if your money doesn’t grow right away.
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W. b”DDP3vSQBBSNn3m:SP3SL3mSbBRFmH jt’s risky to invest all your 
money in one stock or company. jf it doesn’t do well, you could 
lose a lot. Spread your money across di%erent investments to stay 
safe.

!. emBBP3vSdnnSQ”PF5B:SWym3SbkPFmAS-knCH Sometimes, people 
panic and sell when they see the price of their investment go down. 
2ut prices go up and down all the time. jf you sell too +uickly, you 
might miss the chance for your investment to bounce back.

Uearning from these common mistakes can help you become a better 
investor. Nemember, investing is about patience and learning over time.

Gs=S–sSUrKrIfR STogrK–iro–K

Uearning to research investments is an important skill. Here’s a simple 
process for Inding out if an investment is a good choice–

 .  u3n?SWyRDSDymS;n’CR3:S-nmAH jf you’re thinking about 
investing in a company, Ind out what it makes or does. 9o you 
like the products" js it a strong company" 5nderstanding the 
company helps you feel conIdent in your choice.

3. ;ymF5SDymS;n’CR3:IASbmk“nk’R3FmH You can look up how 
well the company has done in the past. 9id its stock price go up 
or down over the last year" How has it grown over time" 1ast 
performance doesn’t guarantee future results, but it can give you 
an idea of the company’s success.

W. UmR1SOm?ASR31SKC1RDmAH 2ig events, like new products or 
changes in leadership, can a%ect a company’s stock. Try reading 
the news to see what’s happening with the company.
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!. ;n’CRkmSDnS;n’CmDPDnkAH Sometimes, it helps to look at other 
companies in the same industry. jf a similar company is doing 
better, it might be worth considering instead.

1racticing these steps can help you make informed decisions and avoid 
risky investments.

dymSUnBmSn“S.’nDPn3ASP3ST34mADP3v

Rmotions can play a big role in investing, and learning to manage them is 
important. Here are some emotions that can come up and tips on how to 
handle them–

 .  RPFPDm’m3DHS$hen an investment goes up, it’s easy to feel e-cited 
and want to buy more. 2ut remember to stay calm and stick to 
your plan. ®ust because something is going up doesn’t mean it will 
keep going up.

3. xmRkH jf your investment drops, you might feel afraid and want to 
sell. 2ut remember, prices can bounce back. Selling because of fear 
can lead to missed opportunities.

W. @kmm1H  Sometimes, people get greedy and want to make as much 
money as possible as +uickly as they can. This can lead to risky 
choices. jnvesting is best done with patience and balance, not with 
greed.

!. ;n3S1m3FmH Geeling conIdent is good, but overconIdence can 
be dangerous. Stick to your research and avoid making +uick 
decisions based only on how you feel.

Kanaging emotions is one of the hardest parts of investing. Nemember to 
stay calm and stick to your plan, even when prices go up or down.
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KoHrfK–IoHEowSToplI–Eso

jnUation is another important concept in investing. jnUation means 
that prices for things like food, clothes, and toys usually go up over 
time. This is why items like candy bars might cost more now than they 
did a few years ago.

jnUation a%ects investing because if your money doesn’t grow faster 
than inUation, you’re actually losing value. Gor e-ample, if inUation is 
37 per year and your money only grows by  7, you’re losing purchasP
ing power.

jnvesting is a way to try to beat inUation and make sure your money 
grows faster than prices go up. jt’s another reason why saving alone 
isn’t enoughCinvesting can help protect your money’s value over time.

GsowTdrfiS@sIlKShSblIooEowSpsfSOEwwrfS-frIiK

Setting longPterm money goals is like going on a treasure hunt. You 
need a clear map to Ind the treasure at the endM UongPterm goals help 
you save for big things you’ll want in the future. Think of saving up 
for something huge, like college or your Irst car. These goals take time, 
but they teach you to save and make smart choices with your money.

Here are some longPterm goals that might make sense for you. One is 
saving for college, which can be super e-pensive. Starting early makes 
it easier to a%ord when the time comes. Enother e-ample is saving for a 
car when you turn  :. Having your own car means freedom, but it costs 
a lot. Setting a goal to save for it means you’ll have the money when 
you’re ready. These goals might feel far away now, but by planning, 
you can make them happenM
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To set longPterm goals, Irst decide what you want to save for and how 
much money you’ll need. Gor e-ample, if you want to buy a car, Ind out 
how much cars cost and set that as your goal. Le-t, make a timeline. 9ecide 
how long you want to save, then break it down into smaller steps. jf you 
want to save 08,444 for a car in Ive years, Igure out how much to save each 
month. This makes the goal feel doable and keeps you on track.

Feeping track of your progress is super important. 5se a goal tracker or 
a timeline chart to see how much you’ve saved and how close you are to 
your goal. This helps you stay motivated. Aheck your plan often and make 
changes if you need to. Kaybe you can save a bit more, or maybe you need 
a bit more time. 2eing Ue-ible keeps you on track.

@nRBSdkRF5mkS.PmkFPAm

Kake a timeline chart to track your longPterm goal. 9raw a line with your 
goal amount at the end. Kark each step along the way, showing how much 
you need to save each month. Aolor in each section as you reach your 
savings milestones. This way, you can see your progress and stay motivated.

Setting longPterm goals teaches you patience and planning. Rach small step 
brings you closer to your big dream. $hether you’re saving for college, a 
car, or another big goal, having a plan and tracking your progress makes it 
possible.

e–If–EowS.IflMShSd rSOrorpE–KSspSTogrK–EowSEsNow

jVm sure many of you have heard the saying, WThe early bird catches the 
worm.W jVll bet you thought, W$ho wants worms, anyway"W $hen j Irst 
heard that, j thought it was ;ust talking about waking up early. 2ut j came 
to reali|e that this is also about the advantages of starting things early, like 
investing. Starting to invest when you’re young gives your money more 
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time to grow. The longer your money sits in an investment, the more it can 
grow. This happens because of the magic of compound interest, which we 
talked about earlier. The longer your money is invested, the more interest 
it earns, and the more your investment grows.

jnvesting early also helps build good Inancial habits. $hen you start 
young, you get used to the idea of saving and investing regularly. jt becomes 
a normal part of your routine. You learn to set aside a portion of your 
allowance or earnings and invest it. This habit sticks with you as you grow 
older, making it easier to manage your money wisely. Rarly investing teachP
es you the importance of Inancial planning. You start to see the beneIts 
of thinking ahead and making smart choices with your money. jtVs like 
learning to brush your teeth every day. jt becomes a habit that keeps you 
healthy in the long run.

Uet’s look at some realPlife e-amples of young investors who started early 
and reaped the beneIts.B 

NP5RPBRSKB’mk was ;ust four years old when she got stung by bees twice in 
one week. jnstead of being scared, she became fascinated by bees and their 
role in the environment. $ith her parentsV help, she started a lemonade 
business using her grandmotherVs recipe and sweetened it with honey. She 
called it WKe V the 2ees Uemonade.W 2y the time she was   , her lemonade 
was sold in stores across the country. BEfter  4 years in business, Kikaila’s 
company has become a national brand. KikailaVs story shows how starting 
early and following your passion can lead to ama|ing success.

.4R3 started a YouTube channel called WRvanTubeH9W when he was ;ust 
eight years old. ))36 Gaceboo. He made videos about toys and games, and 
his channel +uickly became popular. Es his channel grew, Rvan and his 
parents decided to invest the money he earned from YouTube. They set 
up a savings account and invested in stocks. 2y starting early, Rvan learned 
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the value of investing and watched his money grow over time. His early 
start gave him a head start in building wealth for the future.

Okm33R3SQvkR3nL became a ARO at the age of  W. Efter noticing all that 
of his classmates were wearing plain white athletic socks at a basketball 
game, Egrano% wondered whether he could start a new cra|e by making 
socks with custom designs. He launched his onlinePonly business,BGnnCF
e?Rvv, in 34 W, and it’s since taken o% in a big way.B

2eing consistent is super important for investing. Negularly putting monP
ey in your savings or investment accounts helps your money grow, like 
watering a plant every day. jf you water it daily, it grows strong. 2ut if you 
forget, it starts to droop. Setting up automatic transfers to your investment 
account makes sure you don’t forget to invest. Rven small amounts can add 
up over time and make a big di%erence.

To help you stay on track, try setting up a simple system. Rach week, save 
a bit from your allowance or chores money. You can start with something 
small, like 03 or 08. The main thing is to keep doing it every week. You 
could also ask your parents to set up automatic transfers from your savings 
account to your investment account so your money is invested without 
you having to remember.

Starting early and being consistent with your investments teaches you 
about patience and planning ahead. You’ll see how even small, regular 
investments can grow over time like a tree getting taller and stronger each 
year. The earlier you start, the more time your money has to grow, and the 
bigger your “money tree” will be.

jnvesting young helps you make smart money choices for life. jt helps you 
build wealth, reach your goals, and en;oy the beneIts of Inancial security. 
So, start today. 1lant the seeds for your Inancial future and watch them 
growM





Chapter 7

Generosity and 
Charity

W hen my daughters were little, I remember that our neighbor, Mrs. 
Thompson, slipped on the ice and hurt her leg. She couldn't get 

out to buy groceries, so my daughters and I decided to help. We bundled 
up, went to the store, and got everything she needed. When we brought the 
groceries to her, she was so happy she had tears in her eyes. That moment 
made all of us feel warm and joyful inside, even though it was freezing 
outside. My daughters told me they learned that helping others made them 
feel good and Clled their hearts with happiness.

W BG–TGJThTeStorGyGf TGsSBGSiGJcachF
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kiving to others can ma!e you feel truly happy. When you help someone, 
you get a warm, fuzzy feeling inside. It's li!e eating your favorite ice cream 
on a hot day. This feeling happens because doing good for others releases 
chemicals in your brain that ma!e you feel good. It's science- Eelping 
others also boosts your selfYesteem. When you see the dixerence you've 
made in someone's life, you feel proud and conCdent. Hcts of !indness 
build our selfYworth and ma!e us realize how powerful our actions can be.

kenerosity can create positive changes in the world. Imagine you donate 
your old toys to a children's hospital. Those toys can ma!e a sic! child's 
day brighter. It's li!e bringing sunshine on a cloudy day. Eelping others 
can also improve your community. When you help a neighbor with their 
groceries or clean up a par!, you ma!e your community a better place to 
live. Jour small acts of !indness can ripple out and inspire others to do the 
same, creating a wave of positivity.

fndGmlR:AGRKGsdMMIvE. 

NealYlife eBamples of generosity can be truly inspiring. Ta!e the story of 
a child who raised money for a friend in need. Kessica, an eightYyearYold 
girl, found out her friend needed a wheelchair. She decided to help by 
ba!ing coo!ies and selling them. Kessica wor!ed hard, and with the help 
of her family and friends, she raised enough money to buy the wheelchair. 
Eer friend was overwhelmed with joy. Kessica's act of !indness not only 
helped her friend but also showed everyone how one person can ma!e a 
big dixerence.

x:IdPYMGRKGlndGsRnPMRPGxEuIgAG

Hnother heartwarming story is about a community coming together to 
support a family. The Kohnsons lost their home in a Cre. They had nowhere 
to go and lost everything. Fut their neighbors didn't let them face it alone. 
Rveryone pitched in to help. Some donated clothes and food, while othY
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ers oxered a place to stay. They even organized a fundraiser to help the 
Kohnsons rebuild their home. The community's generosity brought hope 
and comfort to the Kohnsons during a tough time. It showed how love and 
!indness can turn a tragedy into a story of hope.

CdbdvlIRPGmdvlIRPpGkvlMGRKGDIPYPdMM

Thin! about a time when someone did something !ind for you.

Eow did it ma!e you feel0 Write or draw about it in a journal. 

Low, thin! of a way you can do something !ind for someone else this wee!. 
It could be helping a friend with homewor!, sharing your favorite boo!, 
or even just giving a compliment. 

 Write or draw about your plan and how you thin! it will ma!e the other 
person feel.

kiving is more than just helping others. Itqs about feeling good inside and 
ma!ing the world a better place. When you give, you create a ripple exect 
of !indness. Jour actions inspire others, and together, you can ma!e a big 
impact. So, the neBt time you see someone in need, remember that your 
small act of !indness can brighten their day and Cll your heart with joy.

WHBoGLSGJcaTGyGfcVT.G/ShTB.GHh0GfH1ThLo

kiving doesn't always mean handing over money. Sometimes, the best 
way to help is by giving your time. Dids can ma!e a big dixerence by 
volunteering at local events. Thin! about helping at a community fair or 
a school fundraiser. Rven simple tas!s li!e handing out :yers or helping to 
set up booths can be a big help. Hnother great way to give your time is by 
spending it with elderly neighbors. Many older fol!s feel lonely and would 
love some company. Jou could visit them, play games, or even read a boo! 
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together. Jour presence can brighten their day and ma!e them feel cared 
for.

?onating money is a great way to help others. Rven if you donqt have a lot, 
every bit counts. Jou could start by saving a small part of your allowance 
to donate. This helps you get used to giving and saving for a good cause. 
Jou can also join fundraisers. Schools and communities often have events 
to raise money, li!e ba!e sales, car washes, or fun runs. These events help 
raise money and bring people together.

Rveryone has uni_ue talents that can help others. If you play an instrument 
or love art, you could perform at a community center or paint something 
nice for a local par!. Imagine playing music at a senior center or painting a 
mural in your neighborhood. Jour talent can bring happiness to others- 
If youqre good at schoolwor!, you could help younger !ids with their 
homewor!. Tutoring a friend or sibling can ma!e a big dixerence for them 
and can help you practice, too.

Aombining dixerent ways to give bac! can have a bigger impact. 9or eBY
ample, you could organize a ba!e sale and then donate the money you raise 
to a local shelter. That way, youqre using your time, exort, and money to 
help people in need. Hnother idea is volunteering at an animal shelter and 
bringing supplies li!e pet food, blan!ets, or toys. Jou could as! friends and 
family to donate items and then deliver them to the shelter. Aombining 
your exorts shows how teamwor! can ma!e a big dixerence-

2Pld:EvlI3dG45d:vIMdpG6gEPG7R8:GJI3IP9

Thin! about how you want to give bac!. Ma!e a plan by answering these 
_uestions2

3.  Eow can you give of your time0 Oist two activities you can do to 
help others.
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44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

P. Eow much of your allowance can you save for donations0 Write down 
an amount.

44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

 ;. What talents do you have0 Oist one way you can use your talent to help 
someone.

44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

—. Eow can you combine your exorts with others0 /lan a small project, li!e 
a ba!e sale or a supply drive.

44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444

kiving comes in many forms. Whether youqre volunteering your time, 
donating money, or sharing your talents, each act of !indness ma!es a 
dixerence. Jour exorts, big or small, can create a ripple exect of positivity 
in your community. So, thin! about what you can do, ma!e a plan, and 
start giving bac!. Jour actions can inspire others and bring joy to those in 
need.

:nRRMIP9GEG:nE:IlAGyGxIPYIP9G:E8MdMG7R8G:E:dGk;R8lGEPYGfndG
2u<R:lEPvdGRKGJI3IP9G–Ev=

Investing can help you ma!e more money, but itqs also important to thin! 
about how you can help others. Many successful investors choose to give 
bac! to their communities or support causes they care about.

kiving bac! doesnqt just mean donating money  it can also mean sharing 
what youqve learned. Hs you grow and learn more about investing,you 
might choose to help others start their own investing journeys. Whether 
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you donate, teach, or volunteer, giving bac! is a great way to ma!e a 
dixerence.

9inding a cause you care about ma!es giving even more special. Start by 
thin!ing about what interests you. ?o you love animals0 Aare about the 
environment0 Want to help other !ids learn0 Eealth is another big area 
where charities wor!. Thin! about what eBcites you. Is it helping a cute 
puppy Cnd a home or cleaning up a par!0 When you Cnd something you're 
passionate about, supporting it feels more eBciting.

LeBt, decide if you want to help locally or globally. Oocal causes are close to 
home, li!e helping an animal shelter, a food ban!, or a community garden 
in your neighborhood. Jou can see the dixerence youqre ma!ing nearby. 
klobal causes help people or animals far away, li!e providing clean water 
in Hfrica or saving animals in the Hmazon. Foth are important·choose 
what feels right for you.

Unce you !now what you're interested in, itqs time to search for charities. 
Lot all charities are the same. Some use donations well, and others donqt. 
Ooo! up charity ratings on sites li!e Aharity Lavigator or kuideStar to 
Cnd ones that use their money wisely. Nead about what the charity does 
and how it helps. This way, you !now your money will ma!e a real dixerY
ence.

ketting your family involved can ma!e it even better. Eave a family chat 
about dixerent charities. Share what you Cnd and listen to what your 
family thin!s. Together, you can pic! a charity that everyone feels good 
about. Itqs a great way to wor! toward a goal together and teach younger 
siblings about helping others, too.

Eaving a personal connection to a cause can ma!e it even more meanY
ingful. If you or someone you !now has dealt with something li!e cancer, 
supporting a cancer research charity feels personal. Rven if you donqt have 
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a direct connection, choose a cause that matches your values. If you 
believe in education for all, supporting a charity that builds schools 
can feel very fulClling.

kvlI3IlApGxEuIgAG:nE:IlAGCdMdE:vn

kather your family for a charity research session. 7se a computer or 
tablet to loo! up dixerent charities. Ahec! their ratings and read about 
their missions. ?iscuss what you Cnd and ma!e a list of top choices. 
Eere are some websites to get you started2 

  Aharity     Lavigator https2%%www.charitynavigator.org%

  kuideStar     https2%%www.guidestar.org% 

  kreatLonproCts     https2%%greatnonproCts.org%reviews%

$Ahoosing a charity to support is a thoughtful process. Fy identifyY
ing your interests, researching charities, involving your family, and 
Cnding a personal connection, you ma!e sure your donations go to 
a good cause. Itqs not just about giving money. Itqs about ma!ing a 
real dixerence in something you care about. So, ta!e your time, do 
your homewor!, and choose a charity that eBcites you. Jouqll feel great 
!nowing your support is ma!ing the world a better place.

/H>chFG?ShHLcShoGyG@SAGLSGJcaTG/ShTBGWcoT1B

kiving money to help others is a wonderful way to ma!e a dixerence. 
Fut just li!e with your own spending, it's smart to have a plan. The 
following are a few ways for you to plan.

"$$$$$$$Une way to start is to set a donation budget. 
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Thin! about how much of your allowance or earnings you want to give. 
H good rule of thumb is to choose a percentage. 9or eBample, you might 
decide to donate 315 of whatever money you get. If you earnV31 a wee!, 
you set aside V3 for donations. This way, you always !now how much 
youqre giving, and it becomes a regular habit.

"$$$$$$$Hnother way is to !eep a donation jar. 

krab an empty jar and label it 6?onations.6 Rvery time you get your 
allowance or earn some money, put your donation amount into the jar. 
Watching the jar Cll up is eBciting and reminds you of the good youqre 
doing. When the jar is full, you can decide where to donate the money.

When donating, safety is super important. Hlways donate through oNcial 
charity websites. These sites are safe, so ma!e sure your money goes to 
the right place. ?onqt give cash to strangers or places that seem s!etchy. If 
you're unsure, as! a parent or adult to help chec! if the charity is real. This 
way, you !now your donation will be used properly.

Dnowing how your donation is used can ma!e it feel even more special. 
Aharities use money for dixerent things. Some fund speciCc projects, li!e 
building a playground or buying boo!s for a library. Uthers give direct 
help, li!e food for people in need or medical care. Dnowing how your 
money helps can ma!e you feel proud, as if you're part of a team that is 
ma!ing the world better.

Deeping trac! of your donations is a good habit. 7se a donation log to 
write down each time you give money. Include the date, amount, and 
charity name. This lets you see all the good you've done and ma!es it easy 
to remember your contributions. Jou can loo! bac! and feel proud of 
the impact youqve made. /lus, it helps you stay organized and reach your 
donation goals-
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?RPElIRPGBR9Gfdu<gEld

Eereqs a simple template you can use for your donation log2

Jou can use a log li!e this to help you stay on top of your donations and 
see the dixerence youqre ma!ing over time.

Ma!ing donations is a powerful way to give bac!. Fy setting a budget, 
maintaining a donation jar, and practicing safe donation habits, you can 
ensure your money goes to good causes. 7nderstanding how charities 
use your donations and !eeping trac! of your contributions ma!es the 
eBperience even more rewarding. So, grab a jar, set your budget, and start 
ma!ing a dixerence today.

CS1thLTTechFGyGJcachFG7SteGfcVT

Polunteering is an amazing way to give bac! to your community and build 
new s!ills. When you volunteer, you get to learn new things and gain 
eBperience. Maybe youqll learn how to organize an event or how to wor! as 
part of a team. These s!ills are handy now and will be super useful when 
youqre older. /lus, volunteering often involves meeting new people. Jou 
can ma!e friends who share your interests and passions. These connections 
can last a lifetime and ma!e your community feel more li!e home.

9inding the right volunteer opportunities can be as simple as loo!ing 
around your neighborhood. Oocal community centers and libraries often 
need volunteers for events and programs. They might need help setting 
up for a boo! fair or organizing a summer reading program. Schools and 
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church groups are also great places to start. They usually have ongoing 
projects that need eBtra hands. Hs! your teachers or group leaders if they 
!now of any volunteer opportunities. Theyqll be thrilled to have you help 
out.

Fefore you start volunteering, itqs important to prepare. 9irst, understand 
the responsibilities of the role. If youqre helping at a community cleanYup, 
!now what tas!s youqll be doing, li!e pic!ing up trash or planting :owers. 
Ma!e sure you get the necessary permissions. If youqre under 3G, youqll 
li!ely need your parents' permission to volunteer. Some places might also 
re_uire training. 9or eBample, if youqre reading to younger !ids at the 
library, they might train you on how to engage the children and read aloud 
exectively. Feing prepared ensures you can do your best and enjoy the 
eBperience.

Polunteering can ma!e a huge dixerence in your community. Une great 
eBample is reading to younger children at the library. Jou can help them 
discover the joy of boo!s and improve their reading s!ills. Jou might even 
become their role model. Hnother impactful activity is participating in 
community cleanYup events. These events help !eep your neighborhood 
clean and beautiful. Jou get to spend time outdoors, wor! with others, 
and see the immediate results of your exorts. It's rewarding to !now that 
your hard wor! is ma!ing your community a better place.

Polunteering is li!e a superpower. It helps you grow, meet new people, and 
ma!e a positive impact. Whether you're organizing boo!s at the library, 
planting trees in the par!, or helping at a local event, your time and exort 
ma!e a dixerence. So, loo! around, Cnd an opportunity that eBcites you, 
and start volunteering. Jou'll gain more than you give and ma!e your 
community shine.
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Areating familyYgiving traditions is a fantastic way to bond and ma!e 
a dixerence together. Imagine setting aside a day each year for a family 
charity event or fundraiser. Jou could participate in a local charity wal! or 
run together, raising money for a cause you all care about. Maybe you plan 
an annual family volunteer day where you spend time helping at a food 
ban! or animal shelter. These traditions become special family memories, 
and they also show !ids the importance of giving as a lifelong practice.

Aollaborative projects can be a lot of fun and very rewarding. Why not 
come together as a family to create care pac!ages for people in need0 kather 
items li!e toiletries, snac!s, and warm soc!s, then assemble the pac!ages 
and deliver them to a local shelter. Hnother idea is organizing a family 
garage sale. Aollect items you no longer need, from clothes to toys, and sell 
them. 7se the money you raise to donate to a charity or fund a community 
project. Wor!ing together on these projects not only helps others but also 
strengthens family bonds.

Oet your parents !now that you would li!e to !now more about generosity. 
Une simple way is by tal!ing about it during family meals. ?iscuss why 
giving is important and how it helps others. Share stories of people who 
have made a dixerence through acts of !indness. Involve !ids in ma!ing 
donation decisions. Oet them choose a charity to support or decide how to 
set aside a portion of the family budget for giving. These discussions help 
!ids understand the impact of their actions and the value of generosity.

Aelebrating acts of generosity within the family can be very motivating. 
Jou could create family recognition awards for acts of !indness. Maybe 
someone gets a 6Eelper of the Month6 certiCcate for going above and 
beyond to help others. Share stories of impact and success at family gathY
erings. Tal! about how your donations or volunteer wor! have made a 
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dixerence. Aelebrate these achievements with a special meal or a fun family 
outing. Necognizing and celebrating generosity reinforces its importance 
and encourages everyone to !eep giving. 

Oet's ma!e it a habit to share with others. Eelping others boosts your 
selfYesteem. When you see the dixerence you've made in someone's life, you 
feel proud and conCdent. Hcts of !indness build our selfYworth and ma!e 
us realize how powerful our actions can be.

kenerosity can create positive changes in the world, and your small acts of 
!indness can ripple out and inspire others to do the same, creating a wave 
of positivity.



Chapter 8

Protecting Your 
Money

Here's a story about the time my friend Susan got tricked into buying a 
"magical" pet rock online. She was so excited, thinking it would glow in 
the dark and maybe even sing! She saved up her allowance and sent her 
money o-, only to receive a plain old rock from the backyard. She was 
heartbroken, and even worse, she was out of her hardTearned cash. Chat's 
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when we both learned a valuable lesson about protecting our money from 
scams.

W S–RFcRSRamSfeRtRyCmhklFiFlkRsVSro

So, what exactly is a scamz E scam is a dishonest scheme designed to trick 
people into giving away their money or personal information. Scammers 
are sneaky and clever. Chey come up with all sorts of ways to fool you. Chey 
might promise ama’ing pri’es or claim you owe money for something you 
never bought. Cheir goal is to trick you into handing over your money or 
personal info.

Une type of scam you might come across is an online scam. Nmagine 
youYre playing your favorite game, and a popTup ad promises you free game 
currency if you click on a link. Sounds too good to be true, rightz ChatYs 
because it is. Alicking that link could lead to a fake website designed to 
steal your personal details or even install harmful software on your device. 
Enother common online scam is fake contests. Pou might get an email 
saying youYve won a big pri’e, but to claim it, you need to pay a fee or 
provide personal information. Oegitimate contests never ask for money 
upfront.

Mhone scams are another sneaky trick. Pou might get a call from someone 
pretending to be a bank or a tech support agent. Chey might say thereYs 
a problem with your account and ask for your password or credit card 
number. Iemember, real banks never ask for your personal info over the 
phone. Elways hang up and call your bank directly if youYre unsure.

NnTperson scams happen in real life. Has someone come to your door selling 
candy for a school fundraiserz Chey might look and sound convincing, but 
they could be pocketing the cash instead of supporting the school. Elways 
check with your parents before buying anything from doorTtoTdoor sellers.
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Iecogni’ing warning signs can help you avoid scams. Une big warning 
sign is when someone o-ers you something out of the blue, like an 
email or call saying you won a pri’e or a great deal. Nf you didnYt enter 
the contest, you probably didnYt win anything! Enother warning sign 
is if someone asks for personal information, like your address, phone 
number, or bank info. qe careful if they push you to hurry up and 
decide. Scammers do this to make you feel rushed so you make  uick 
decisions. End remember, if an o-er sounds way too good, it probably 
isnYt real.

OetYs look at some examples to make this easier to understand. 

  jjjjjjPou get an email saying youYve won a big pri’e. Che email 
tells you to click a link and enter your personal details to claim 
it. 

1o you claim itzjjjjj PRS or LU.j 

Che answer is LU. Chis is a common trick called phishing. Che link 
might go to a fake 

  jjjjjPou get an email from a "bank" saying thereYs a problem 
with your account and asking you to con2rm your details. 

1o you reply to the email with your informationz PRS or LU.

Che answer is LU. Ieal banks donYt ask for information like this by 
email. Nf you get a message like that, tell your parents, and they can 
help you contact your bank directly.

  jjjjPou get a 3attering message or tempting ad to pay an entry 
fee to 4oin a talent contest or casting call.

1o you reply to the messagez PRS or LU.
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Che correct answer is LU. Nn addition to stealing your money, scammers 
may also steal your personal information or end up with photos or videos 
of you. Calk to your parents about this right away. 

jau:DRa:n’PIRLd’ugApQP

B. v’wpnIRPd’RaKEwu’x Aheck if the message or call is from a trusted 
source.

5. OKTMPRRad:w’RG’wQKT:ARYTnKx Lever give out personal informaT
tion unless youYre sure itYs safe. 

(. -KKgRnKwRy’bRsA:1Qx qe wary of unsolicited o-ers, re uests for 
personal information, and deals that seem too good to be true.

). .QgR:TR.bEAPx Nf youYre unsure, always ask a parent or trusted 
adult for advice.

—. y’ KwPRau:DQx Nf you encounter a scam, have your parents report 
it to the proper authorities like the Gederal Crade Aommission 
WGCA:.

9nderstanding scams and knowing how to recogni’e them can save you 
from losing your money or personal information. Stay alert, trust your 
instincts, and always doubleTcheck before sharing your details. End next 
time someone o-ers you a magical pet rock, remember SarahYs story and 
think twice!

2EpugRy’3p’4RKnRLKDDKTRau:DQRnKwRUpbQRtRWd:PRPKR-KKgRKEPRnKw

Unline gaming is a lot of fun, but there are scammers who try to trick you. 
Une common scam is fake inTgame purchases. Pou might see an ad for a 
new skin or weapon for a super low price. Pou click it and pay, but you 
never get the item. Che scammer 4ust takes your money. Enother trick is 
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o-ering free coins. Chey might message you saying you can get coins if you 
share your login info. 1onYt do it“theyYre 4ust trying to steal your account.

Social media is also a place where scammers try to fool people. Pou might 
get a friend re uest from someone you donYt know. Chey might act friendT
ly, then start asking for money, saying theyYre in trouble. NtYs a scam. EnT
other trick is links to fake websites. Pou might see a post or message with 
a link promising free concert tickets or discounts on toys. Chese links can 
lead to fake sites designed to steal your info. qe careful with links from 
people you donYt know.

Rmails and texts can be scams, too. Pou might get an email that looks like 
itYs from your bank asking you to change your password. Chis is a phishing 
email. Nt looks real, but itYs fake, and the link leads to a site that steals your 
password. Cexts can be scams, too. Pou might get a text saying youYve won 
a pri’e and need to click a link or share your info. Chese messages might 
look like theyYre from real places, but theyYre not. Elways doubleTcheck, 
and donYt share your info.

”atch out for schoolTrelated scams, too. Pou might hear about a school 
fundraiser, like selling candy or ra;e tickets. Scammers could set up fake 
fundraisers to keep the money for themselves. Enother trick is fake deals 
on school supplies or tickets to school events. Pou might get an email or 
3yer with a special o-er that asks for money upfront, but the supplies 
donYt exist. Elways check with your teachers or school o6ce before getting 
involved in any fundraiser or special deal.

au:DRa:n’PIR78’wupQ’

”rite down three types of scams youYve learned about. Share them with 
your family and talk about ways to avoid them. Chis will help you rememT
ber and stay safe from scammers.
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Scam B7 

j

Scam 57

j

Scam (7

j

qy knowing about these common scams, you can protect yourself and your 
money. 9nderstanding how scammers operate helps you recogni’e their 
tricks and avoid falling for them. Stay alert, trust your instincts, and always 
verify before sharing any personal information or money. End remember, 
if something seems too good to be true, it probably is!

GVh–Cm–FlkRGCVchlS9RYl:hVfS–FhlRtRa–S;FlkRaS:CR
<l9FlC

Chink of your personal information like a secret treasure chest you need 
to protect. Mersonal information includes things like your name, address, 
phone number, birthday, and Social Security number. Chis info is uni ue 
to you, almost like your secret identity. Nf someone else gets this informaT
tion, they can pretend to be you, which can cause big problems.

Feeping this information private is super important. Girst, it stops identity 
theft. Ndentity theft is when someone steals your info and uses it to act 
like theyYre you. Chey might open bank accounts, get credit cards, or do 
bad things in your name. Chis can mess up your money and take forever 
to 2x. Elso, keeping your info private stops people from getting into your 
accounts. Nf someone has your info, they might hack your email or social 
media, which can lead to even more trouble.
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Chere are ways to protect your info online. Unly share it with trusted webT
sites. Aheck if a website has "https" in its link“the8s$ means itYs secure. 
9se strong passwords for your accounts with a mix of letters, numbers, and 
symbols. Lever share your passwords with anyone except your parents, and 
change them regularly to stay safe.

Nf something seems too good to be true, it probably is!

Co stay safe online, log out of accounts when youYre done, especially if 
youYre on a shared computer. Chis stops others from getting into your 
accounts. Elso, donYt click on strange links. Nf you get a link from someone 
you donYt know, ignore it. Chese links can lead to fake sites that steal your 
info or put bad stu- on your device.

Nmagine youYre at school and using a computer in the library. Efter checkT
ing your email, log out completely before leaving so the next person canYt 
get into your account. Ur, say you get a message from a stranger with a link 
to a "free gift." Nnstead of clicking, delete the message and tell your parents.

Pour personal information is valuableL guard it carefully. qy knowing what 
info is personal and taking simple steps to protect it, you can keep your 
online experiences safe and fun.

a:n’R<TApT’RadK  pT1RtR=p QRnKwRUpbQ

Unline shopping can be a lot of fun. Pou can 2nd almost anything you 
want, like new toys or cool gadgets. qut to shop safely, you need to know 
how to keep your money and personal information safe. Girst, check if the 
website is secure. Oook at the 9IO“if it starts with "https," the 8s$ means 
itYs secure, like a safety badge that shows your information is protected. 
Elso, check for safe ways to pay, like MayMal or credit card options. Chese 
add extra protection to make sure your money goes to the right place.
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”atch out for fake websites, too. Scammers make fake sites that look 
real but 4ust want to steal your money or info. Une way to spot fake 
websites is to check their addresses carefully. E small di-erence in 
spelling can mean itYs a scam. Nt also helps to read reviews. Nf lots of 
people say bad things about the site, or if there are no reviews, itYs best 
to avoid it. Ieal sites usually have plenty of reviews from other buyers.

Elways involve your parents in online shopping. Chey can help you 
check if a site is real and if a product is worth it. qefore buying, ask 
them to go over the site with you and talk about how much you plan 
to spend. Chis way, youYll get better at handling your money and learn 
to avoid spending too much. Mlus, it can be fun to shop together and 
learn how to make smart choices.

OetYs go through an example of safe online shopping. Say you 2nd a toy you 
really want. Pou check the 9IO and see it has "https," so itYs secure. Lext, 
you check the payment options, and they accept MayMal, which is a safe 
choice. Chen, you read some reviews and see people are happy with their 
purchases. Low, itYs time to ask your parents for help. Pou show them the 
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website, and they help you set up a MayMal account to make the purchase. 
Pou 2nish the order, get a con2rmation email, and everything is secure!

Ur imagine youYre looking for a new book. Pou 2nd it on a website you 
donYt know about. So, you look up the website name and 8reviews.$ Pou 
2nd mixed reviews“some people liked it, others had issues with shipping. 
Co be safe, you decide to look for the book on a more trusted website 
with better reviews. Chis way, you avoid any problems and get your book 
without hassle.

Safe online shopping is all about being careful. qy choosing secure webT
sites, avoiding fake ones, and getting help from your parents, you can keep 
your money and info safe. Oook for "https" in the 9IO, check for safe 
payment options, and read reviews. ”ith these tips, youYll be able to en4oy 
online shopping while staying safe and secure.

=S9>FlkR.?hr–R@hlC;RtR<AClRLhlBCVcS–FhlcRCF– R
sSfF9;

Calking about money with your family might feel weird at 2rst, but itYs 
super important. Nt helps everyone understand each other better. ”hen 
you talk openly about money, you learn from each other's experiences. Gor 
example, your grandparents might share stories about saving up for their 
2rst house, and your parents could explain how they budget for monthly 
bills. Chese talks can help you get better at managing your own money.

Une cool thing to talk about is budgeting and saving. Esk your family how 
they decide what to spend and what to save. Pou might pick up some useful 
tricks, like using a shopping list to avoid buying things you donYt need. 
Enother good topic is avoiding scams. Pour parents can tell you about 
scams theyYve seen and how they protect themselves. Chis can help you 
avoid scams and keep your money safe.
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NtYs important to create a safe space to talk about money. qe open with 
your family about any money  uestions you have. Rncourage everyone 
to ask  uestions so no one feels embarrassed. Pou could even start 
a weekly money chat where everyone can share their thoughts. Chis 
keeps everyone on the same page and makes talking about money easier.

Here are some examples of family money talks. 

  Nmagine your family is planning a vacation. Pou could all sit 
down and plan the budget together. Calk about how much 
money you have saved and how much youYll need for travel, 
food, and fun stu-. Chis helps everyone understand the costs 
and makes planning more exciting. 

  Enother example is talking about goals. Kaybe youYre saving 
for a new bike, and your parents are saving for a new car. 
Ahat about how you can all save a little each week to reach 
your goals. Chis helps you see that everyoneYs working towards 
something and shows you the value of saving.

Chese talks show that money isnYt 4ust about spending“itYs about 
making smart choices, setting goals, and working together as a family. 
PouYll learn that everyone has di-erent tips and advice. So, next time 
youYre around the dinner table, bring up a money topic. Pou might be 
surprised by how much you learn and how fun it can be to talk about 
money with your family.

sFlSlmFS9RDhS9cRtRaC––FlkRSloR.m FCBFlkREhrVR
<ClRDhS9c

Setting money goals is like planning a big adventure! Pou need a clear 
destination and a map to get there. 
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OetYs start with shortTterm goals. Chese are things you want soon, like 
saving for a cool new toy or a fun outing. Chink of something you want in 
the next few weeks or months, write it down, and check how much it costs. 
Chis is your target. Unce you know your goal, break it down into smaller 
steps, like saving a few dollars each week from your allowance.

Low, letYs talk about longTterm goals. Chese are bigger dreams that take 
longer, like saving for college or a car. Chey might seem far away, but 
starting early makes it easier. OetYs say you want to save for college. Rven 
if you donYt know the exact amount, try to get a rough idea. Chen, 2gure 
out how many years you have to save and break down the total amount by 
year. qreaking big goals into smaller steps makes them easier to handle.

aP’ FGIFQP’ R A:TRPKRw’:udRIKEwR1K:AQ

HIJJJJJJJGpugRIKEwR1K:AR:TbRPd’R:DKETPRIKERT’’bIR

   jjjjjjjOetYs say you want a new bike that costs P5??“thatYs your goal. 

KIJJJJJJJLw’:P’R:RQ:3pT1QR A:TIRO’upb’RdK4RDEudRPKRQ:3’R’:udR4’’gRKwR
DKTPdIR

     jjjjjNf you save PB? each week, youYll reach your goal in 5? weeks. 
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LIJJJJJJJWwpP’RbK4TRIKEwR A:TR:TbRQPpugRPKRpPIR

    jjjjjjNt might help to put a picture of the bike where you can see it every 
day to stay motivated.

MIJJJJJJJ=w:ugRIKEwR wK1w’QQIRNQ’R:R1K:ARPw:ug’wRKwRQ:3pT1QRud:wPRPKR
D:g’RpPRnETIR

   jjjjj 1raw a chart with your goal at the top and mark each step as you save 
money. 

   jjjjjjAolor in each section as you get closer to your goal. Nt shows you how 
close you are and keeps you excited. 

     jjjjIeview your plan regularly and ad4ust if needed. Kaybe you can save 
extra money for a few weeks or 2nd new ways to earn money. 

   jjjjjjStay 3exible and keep going!

—.jjjjjjL’A’Gw:P’RIKEwR wK1w’QQ 

jjjjjj   ”hen you hit a milestone, treat yourself with something small, like a 
favorite snack or fun activity. 

    jjjjjShare your progress with family and friends“theyYll cheer you on and 
help you stay motivated. 

  jjjjj Aelebrating each step makes the 4ourney more fun and keeps you 
focused on your goal.

Setting and achieving money goals teaches you important skills like planT
ning, patience, and sticking with them. Pour goals might start small, like 
saving for a toy, but these skills will help you reach even bigger goals later 
on. Feep setting new goals and en4oy reaching them. ”hether itYs a toy, a 
bike, or even saving for college, each goal is a step toward a bright future.



Chapter 9

Interactive Learning 
and Family Activities

W hat are some of your family's traditions? When our kids were 
about your age, we'd gather around the kitchen table every Sun-

day evening for "Family Fun Night." Sometimes, we played board games; 
other times, we baked cookies. But our kids liked it best when we did 
quizzes. We would come up with all sorts of questions and compete to 
see who could answer the most. It was always a blast; little did we know 
everyone was learning something. That's the magic of quizzes—they make 
learning fun!

F QGFoQaQloasGe ottrn

Quizzes are a fantastic way to test what you know about money. They're 
not just for school; you can make them part of your family-fun time. 
Imagine sitting around the table, each with a quiz sheet in hand. The 
questions can range from simple to tricky, making everyone think and 
learn. Financial quizzes can include multiple-choice, true or false questions 
and matching terms with deCnitions. They cover many topics, so there's 
something for everyone.
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Eere are some sample questions. These will give you an idea of what 
to e:pect and how much fun it can be. 

  To start, think about this questionY "What is a budget?" 

 ou could have multiple-choice answers likeY 

)HM H plan for spending money, 

)BM H type of cookie, 

)AM H new video game. 

  )Eere's another oneY "What are needs vs. Wants?"

) ou could make this a true or false questionY 

"True or FalseY Needs are things you must have to live, and wants are 
things that are nice to have." 

  )))For something a bit more advancedY "Eow does compound 
interest work?" 

H matching term question might beY "’atch the term with its deCni-
tionY"

Taking quizzes with your family isnKt just about getting the right answers 
— itKs about working together and learning cool stuG along the way. When 
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a tough question pops up, you can share ideas and Cgure out the answer as 
a team. ItKs like solving a fun puzzle together!

Hnd letKs be real — a little friendly competition makes things even better. 
Who doesnKt love a good challenge to see who knows the most 5or who can 
come up with the funniest answerM? So grab some snacks, pick a quiz, and 
let the family fun begin! 

If you're looking to make your own quizzes, there are plenty of resources 
to help. Unline quiz platforms are a great place to start. Eere are a few. 

ighBuyKKyd)5Goalsetter- Education First Family FinanceM

  Goalsetter is a platform that combines a debit card for kids and 
teens, financial education quizzes and videos, and investing fea-
tures. 

  Learn how to save, invest, spend, and earn with goalset-
ter's award-winning app and curriculum.

idyyMBSLHK

  Features: Greenlight offers a debit card and banking app for kids 
and teens. It provides parental controls, automated savings goals, 
and investing options.

  Financial Education: The app includes educational resources, 
quizzes, and lessons to help kids and teens understand personal 
finance.

  Investing: With parental approval, kids can invest in stocks and 
ETFs, giving them hands-on experience managing investments.
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b:uTmSw

  Features: BusyKid combines a chore management system with a 
prepaid debit card. Kids can earn an allowance, save money, and 
spend using their BusyKid Visa card.

  Financial Education: Through interactive tools and quizzes, 
kids learn how to manage their earnings and budget for the fu-
ture.

  Investing: BusyKid allows users to invest in stocks and offers 
lessons on how investments work.

Quizzes are an awesome way to learn. They help you remember what 
youKve learned, Cgure out where you need more practice, and make 
learning fun. So grab some paper, call your family, and get ready for some 
money quiz action.  ou might be surprised by how much you learn — 
and how much fun you have!

iakrnGRaNrGRpQrPGcNossnGF QC

Who knew playing games could help you learn how to handle money? 
Alassic games like Monopoly and The Game of Life are awesome for 
teaching money smarts while you play.

In Monopoly, you get to buy properties like Boardwalk and charge rent 
when other players land there. The goal? Rarn money and avoid going 
broke!  ouKll learn about spending wisely and making smart investments.

In The Game of Life, you move through life events like getting a job, buy-
ing a house, and starting a family.  ou make choices about saving money, 
paying oG loans, and even what job to take. ItKs all about planning ahead 
and managing your cash.
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These games sneak in money lessons about earning 5money coming inM 
and spending 5money going outM. Monopoly shows how investing works — 
buy properties, collect rent, and build houses or hotels to make more cash. 
The Game of Life shows how decisions like going to college or picking a 
high-paying job can impact your money — sometimes you earn more but 
have bigger e:penses too.

Unline money games are super fun too! In Hot Shot Business, you run 
a business and make decisions about advertising, products, and hiring 
employees.  our choices aGect your proCts, teaching you about budgeting 
and running a company.

Want action? Try Financial Football, where you answer money questions 
to move down the Celd and score touchdowns. ItKs sports meets money 
smarts!

“laying money games is a fun way to learn important skills like saving, 
investing, and budgeting — all while having a blast. So grab your family, 
set up a game night, and get ready for some money-savvy fun.  ouKll be 
surprised how much you can learn — and how much fun youKll have!

FakosPGb %&r'oQ&GlaQG(rG) QC

Who says talking about money has to be boring? Imagine sitting down 
with your family, snacks in hand, paper and pens ready, planning fun stuG 
while making sure all the important things are covered. Eaving a family 
budget meeting once a month can actually be pretty cool! ItKs a time for 
everyone to chat about money, set goals, and work together as a team.

Rveryone in the family can pitch in! Oittle kids can collect and sort receipts, 
while older kids might help with the math. “arents keep track of everything 
and make sure itKs right. Working together like this shows that managing 
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money isnKt just about paying bills — itKs about saving up for fun trips, 
cool gadgets, and things everyone needs.

Why is family budgeting awesome?

0. *yhdMGiggwGRgMyTG+h,SKu- When you know what your family 
is saving for, youKll think twice before asking for e:tra stuG.

x. .yh/0gd1G2:Byu- Budgeting helps everyone understand each 
other's needs. ’aybe your sibling wants a new bike while youKre 
saving for a gaming console.

4. 3gGc:d4dSuyu- Rveryone knows where the moneyKs going, so 
thereKs no 7Wait, we canKt aGord that?!J moments.

Eere are some simple family budgeting activities to try. 

Oet's say you're planning a family vacation. With your family- 

0.))))))Start by picking a destination.

x.))))))Work together to list the costs for travel, staying, food, and fun activ-
ities. 

4.))))))3et these e:penses written down and decide how much to save each 
month. 

Rach family member can even pitch in by saving a bit of their allowance. It's 
a great way to learn the value of saving for something everyone can enjoy.

For holiday spending, get with your family-

0.)))))))Oist e:pected costs for gifts, food, and decorations. 

x.)))))))Set a total budget and stick to it. 
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4.)))))))Involve kids by letting them help plan and shop. 

This teaches you to make smart choices with money.

To make budgeting more fun, try using charts or apps we've learned about 
to track income and spending.  ou can even set up a savings jar for speciCc 
goals. Rvery time you add money to the jar, you're closer to reaching your 
goal, and everyone stays motivated.

5hKSyM6yG2y0hdwG7HhdK

Areating a patience reward chart can help you stay motivated to wait before 
spending. Eere's a simple e:ampleY

Lemember, delayed gratiCcation 5waiting to get something you wantM is an 
important idea. ItKs about being patient and making smart choices, even 
when itKs tempting to take a reward right away. By being patient now, you 
learn to make thoughtful decisions and can better appreciate the value of 
your hard-earned money. 

)





Chapter 10

Conclusion 

O kay, young saver and future money master- We are about to wrap 
up this journey. But, before we do, let's talk about why knowing 

about money is so important. Understanding money helps you make 
smart choices. It sets you up for success. Imagine being able to save for 
something you really want or knowing how to avoid scams. 

Now, here's a little challenge for you. Take what you've learned and put it 
into action. 

  Start by setting a savings goal. Maybe you want to save money for 
a new toy or a special trip. 

  Create a budget to help you reach that goal. 

  Talk to your family about what you've learned. Share your goals 
and ask for their advice. 

  And don't forget to be generous. Find a way to help someone else, 
whether it's by donating to a charity or volunteering your time.

From my heart to yours, I want you to know that this journey has been as 
exciting for me as I hope it was for you. Having shared these lessons with 
many children and students, I've seen Ersthand how important it is to start 
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learning about money early. And now, you have the chance to start saving 
early and help secure your Enancial future. 

Lemember, you have the power to make smart choices. Kou can earn, save, 
spend, and give wisely. These skills will help you not just now but for the 
rest of your life. Kou're already on the path to being a money master. !eep 
learning, keep saving, and keep helping others. Kour future is bright, and 
I'm so proud of you for taking these steps.

So go out there and make your money work for you. Whether you're saving 
for a new bike, planning a fun family trip, or just making sure you're not 
tricked by scammers, you've got this. And always remember, the best part 
of having money is not just what you can buy but how it can help you and 
others live better lives3

Thank you for joining me on this journey. !eep dreaming big, keep work-
ing hard, and, most importantly, keep being kind and generous. The world 
needs more smart, savvy, and kind-hearted kids like you.

Happy saving, and good luck3

With love and best wishes,

Catherine Louis



Chapter 11

Keeping the Game 
Alive 

Congratulations! You now have the tools you need to start earning, 
saving, and spending wisely. But the journey doesn’t stop here.

Now, it’s your turn to pass on what you’ve learned.

By leaving your honest opinion of this book on Amazon, you can help 
other kids just like you Tnd the same money skills and conTdence 
you’ve gained. :hink of it as sharing a secret treasure map that leads 
to Tnancial success!

Your review willG

  Suide other kids toward helpful tips on saving and spending.

  -how families where to Tnd fun, easyItoIunderstand money 
advice.

  Hnspire future entrepreneurs to start their journeys.
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:hank you for helping keep the Money Skills for Young Minds mission 
alive. Phen we share what we know, we all grow smarter together.

Mlease scan this code to leave a reviewI 

  Your support means the world. :hank you for being part of this 
adventure!

Pith gratitude, Catherine Louis
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-elfIOove for :een SirlsG An Rmpowering Suide to Lelease and -usI
tain Your ConTdence, Lesilience, and Rmotional PellIBeing Pithout the 
Uverwhelm 
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