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INTRODUCTION 

 

You’ve probably heard the phrase “truth is stranger than fiction.” But 
after reading this book, you might begin to suspect that fiction is 
simply lazy truth that didn’t have the nerve to get properly weird. 
The Trivia Trap is a quiz book built for curious minds, sarcastic 
souls, and anyone who’s ever blurted out “Wait, is that actually 
true?” in the middle of dinner. And while many trivia collections 
drown you in dry lists of capitals, endless sports stats, and the 
occasional bonus round about tax law, this one has chosen a 
different path—a deliberately curated tangle of facts so strange, so 
wildly specific, that they often sound too fake to be true. Except 
they’re not. Probably. 

Each chapter invites you into a different flavor of weird, leading you 
through the stranger habits of the rich and famous, floating you past 
improbable objects adrift at sea, or pulling you through the animal 
kingdom’s most peculiar evolutionary experiments. You’ll 
encounter rulers whose reigns resembled improv theater more than 
governance, scams that slid through the system with unnerving ease, 
and entire societies that once embraced ideas so absurd, they seem 
impossible to believe—until you realize they actually happened. 

The structure may seem simple at first glance, though the 
experience inside is anything but. Every chapter begins with a 
collection of true stories, chosen precisely because they sound like 
the kind of bad fiction a screenwriter would scrap for being too 
implausible and then comes The Trivia Trap Quiz—a section 
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clearly marked in each chapter—where you’ll face three possible 
answers per question: one correct, and two others crafted to sound 
just plausible enough to leave you second-guessing everything you 
thought you knew. This is no dry answer key, either; each correct 
answer comes with an explanation that not only reveals the truth but 
places it in a broader context, often with a detail that nudges the 
story from the realm of mere curiosity into full-blown absurdity. And 
because no good trip through the strange should end without a 
souvenir, each chapter closes with a final section of unsolicited 
advice and perspective—a tongue-in-cheek sendoff to accompany 
you on your way. 

This book was never intended to stump trivia champions or turn you 
into a game-night powerhouse—though we certainly won’t mind if 
it does. It was made to entertain, to surprise, and perhaps to sharpen 
that internal nonsense detector we all need. Because for every fake-
sounding fact in these pages that turns out to be true, the world 
beyond this book is overflowing with real-sounding nonsense. And if 
these chapters help you tell the difference just a little more quickly, 
then we’ll consider it time well spent. 

So turn the page, fall willingly into the trap, and enjoy the ride. After 
all, in The Trivia Trap, the real fun isn’t in avoiding the trick 
questions—it’s in discovering just how delightfully strange the truth 
can be once you’ve landed squarely in their path. 
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CHAPTER 1 

Celebrity Quirks 

 

Odd Habits, Strange Demands, and the Very Public 
Weirdness of the Rich and Famous 

Fame doesn’t necessarily change people—it simply amplifies what’s 
already there, giving every personal quirk or odd routine the kind of 
stage presence usually reserved for world tours. The longer the 
spotlight lingers, the more even the strangest behaviors begin to feel 
not just normal, but expected. In the world of celebrity, 
eccentricities are rarely hidden. Instead, they become part of the 
performance, woven into the public image with equal parts mystery, 
indulgence and accidental comedy. 

Take Sandra Bullock, for example—long celebrated for her 
relatable on-screen persona. Off-screen, however, she reportedly 
swears by an unconventional beauty remedy: dabbing hemorrhoid 
cream under her eyes before red carpet appearances to reduce 
puffiness. While the method may not align with traditional glamour, 
it is, by her account, surprisingly effective—a quiet reminder that 
vanity and practicality often hold hands backstage, even when no 
one admits it. 

Mariah Carey, by contrast, has turned eccentricity into full-blown 
spectacle. Her rumored demands—candlelit carpets, a hundred 
white doves, and two dozen white kittens—no longer feel like diva 
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antics but something closer to performance art. Somewhere around 
the early 2000s, the line between truth and self-parody blurred 
entirely. Rather than retreat, Mariah leaned into the myth with 
theatrical flair, embracing the legend as part of her identity. In a 
world that often rewards humility, she chose unapologetic excess—
and that, too, became its own kind of art. 
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Not all quirks, though, are born from indulgence. Some stem from 
structure, routine, or even superstition. Consider Hall of Fame 
baseball player Wade Boggs, whose game-day rituals bordered on 
the sacred. He ate chicken before every game, took batting practice 
precisely at 5:17 PM, sprinted onto the field at 7:17, and before each 
at-bat, traced the Hebrew word chai—meaning “life”—into the dirt. 
Though not Jewish, the gesture held personal meaning. Asked why 
he did it, Boggs offered a simple answer: it worked. With a .328 
career batting average, few argued. 

Larry Walker, another baseball legend, found his own strange 
comfort in numbers—especially the number three. He wore jersey 
number 33, got married at 3:33 PM on November 3rd, practiced in 
sets of three, and eventually became the 333rd inductee into the 
Hall of Fame. Whether driven by superstition, symmetry, or 
coincidence, Walker lived like someone whose life had been 
choreographed by a numerologist with a sense of humor—and he 
embraced every bit of it. 

Other celebrities keep their quirks more quietly, though no less 
curiously. Heidi Klum, for instance, is known for her elaborate 
Halloween costumes and flawless public appearances, but she also 
reportedly carries a pouch containing her own baby teeth. Not her 
children’s—hers. To her, they’re a comforting link to childhood. To 
everyone else, they’re somewhere between oddly sweet and mildly 
creepy—a gentle reminder that even beauty queens keep strange 
souvenirs. 

And then there’s Victor Hugo, whose eccentricities make most 
modern celebrities look tame by comparison. The author of Les 
Misérables and The Hunchback of Notre-Dame was known to write 
in the nude, instructing his servants to hide his clothes so he 
wouldn’t be tempted to leave the house before finishing his work. 
While the method was extreme, it appears to have been effective. 
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Outside his study, Hugo’s theatrics only grew more elaborate. At 
dinner parties, he would reportedly stuff an entire orange into his 
mouth, tuck sugar cubes into his cheeks, and wash it all down with 
cherry brandy—a strange, if memorable, interpretation of dessert. 

Even in death, Hugo didn’t lose his flair. Several Parisian cabarets 
reportedly closed for a day—not in solemn mourning, but because 
he had been one of their loudest, most beloved patrons. His legacy, 
much like his lifestyle, refused to conform. In life and in death, he 
remained unapologetically theatrical—grand, unpredictable, and 
unmistakably human. 

In the pages ahead, you’ll meet the peculiar, the extravagant, and 
the quietly bizarre. These aren’t rumors or exaggerations—they’re 
real stories, pulled straight from interviews, memoirs, and the 
occasional tabloid footnote. Because in the spotlight, weird isn’t a 
flaw. It’s part of the act. 
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The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. Which tech mogul was awarded an honorary knighthood by 
the Queen, but can’t officially call himself “Sir” due to citizenship 

rules? 

a) Steve Jobs, who was considered for knighthood but never 
received it—reportedly after declining to attend a UK 
innovation event 

b) Elon Musk, who accepted an honorary title for contributions to 
science but was later stripped of it after controversial public 
remarks 

c) Bill Gates, who received a knighthood for global philanthropy 
but is not entitled to use “Sir” because he’s not a UK citizen 

2. What unusual item did Nikola Tesla once try to design a 
communication system for—insisting it had thoughts worth 
sharing? 

a) A crystal prism he believed could "store emotion through 
light" 

b) A pigeon he claimed visited him regularly and emitted beams 
of color 

c) A violin that resonated at frequencies he associated with 
dreams 

3. In 1982, what surprising thing happened to 48-year-old 
Sophia Loren? 

a) She was blackmailed by paparazzi with forged financial 
records 

b) She paid 1 million lira in ransom for her kidnapped son 
c) She was arrested and spent 17 days in jail 
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4. What unusual backstage request did Lady Gaga include in 
her 2010 tour rider? 

a) A mannequin styled to look like Princess Diana, positioned near 
the dressing room mirror 

b) A framed photo of the Mona Lisa “at exactly eye level” 
c) An oxygen tank to be available in her dressing room  

5. What specific item does Michael Bublé request in his 
dressing room at every tour stop? 

a) A meditation mat with lavender mist spray and a sand timer 
b) A local hockey puck from the city's team  
c) A small framed quote from Oprah, updated for each location 

6. What unusual backstage request does Beyoncé include in her 
tour rider? 

a) A personal temperature-controlled foot spa filled with rose 
petals 

b) A custom-made titanium straw for her alkaline water  
c) A hand-sanitized fruit platter sculpted into musical notes 

7. What surprising item did Elon Musk once admit he keeps in 
his office “just in case”? 

a) A flamethrower disguised as a guitar case 
b) A signed photo of Thomas Edison that he occasionally talks to 
c) A full-body replica of Iron Man's suit with hidden storage 

compartments  
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8. What unusual thing did Albert Einstein refuse to wear, even 
to formal events? 

a) Socks—insisting they were “a pointless invention”  
b) A belt—claiming it disrupted his focus 
c) Ties—because he thought they looked like nooses 

9. What did Agatha Christie famously credit for helping her plot 
many of her murder mysteries? 

a) Long walks through graveyards while taking notes 
b) Warm baths, where ideas came to her “with steam”  
c) Rearranging the spices in her kitchen alphabetically to trigger 

“murderous thoughts” 

10. What odd item did Napoleon reportedly carry in a velvet 
pouch during military campaigns? 

a) A lock of Julius Caesar’s hair he believed brought luck 
b) A miniature bottle of his wife’s perfume for “courage”  
c) A wooden spoon for eating only food he personally stirred 

11. What unusual accessory did Timothée Chalamet wear in 
middle school that hinted at his future love of fashion? 

a) A GameCube controller cord worn like a choker  
b) A friendship bracelet made from shoelaces dipped in cologne 
c) A faux-leather necktie with lyrics from Kanye West songs 

handwritten on it 

12. What surprising physical discipline did Serena Williams 
practice to improve her breathing and calm under pressure? 

a) Synchronized swimming exercises with a professional coach  
b) Guided archery sessions using slow-breathing techniques 

Rev
iew

 C
op

y –
 N

ot
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

ion
■
© A

lec
 S

an
de

rs
 –

 Ju
ly 

20
25



 

14 

c) Free diving drills to hold her breath while tracking ball 
machines 

13. What odd superstition did NBA legend Michael Jordan 
follow throughout most of his professional career? 

a) He wore his college shorts underneath his Bulls uniform 
b) He refused to shower in the same locker twice in a row 
c) He chewed the same bubblegum only during home games 

14. What unusual habit did UK Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill maintain during wartime cabinet meetings? 

a) He wore bedroom slippers and insisted others did the same 
b) He sketched animals in the margins of important documents 
c) He dictated memos while soaking in a bathtub 

15. What bizarre claim did Muammar Gaddafi make during a 
2009 UN speech? 

a) That the swine flu was a biological weapon invented to sell 
vaccines 

b) That global weather patterns were secretly controlled by 
NATO aircraft 

c) That time zones were a Western conspiracy and all clocks 
should follow “Libyan truth time” 

16. What strange statement did Karl Lagerfeld once make about 
his beloved cat Choupette? 

a) That she would inherit part of his fortune  
b) That she traveled with her own silk pillow and stylist 
c) That she refused to eat unless her food was served on fine china 
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17. What unusual practice does tech mogul Jack Dorsey claim 
helps him stay focused and productive? 

a) Eating only raw fruit and sipping saltwater during work hours 
b) Wearing noise-canceling headphones even when there’s no 

sound 
c) Taking ice baths and walking five miles to work barefoot 

18. What unusual habit did tennis legend Björn Borg have 
before major matches? 

a) He wore the same unwashed socks throughout the entire 
tournament  

b) He bounced the ball 17 times before every first serve 
c) He listened to heavy metal in the locker room while 

shadowboxing in slow motion 

19. What unusual writing habit did scientist Isaac Newton 
reportedly have? 

a) He used a goose feather dipped in wine to “encourage divine 
thought” 

b) He wrote notes in tiny handwriting between the lines of books 
he didn’t own  

c) He scratched equations into walls using a silver spoon when no 
paper was available 

20. What odd moment occurred during a 2007 press conference 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin? 

a) He fed a falcon raw meat while answering questions 
b) He lifted his shirt to show a bruise, then joked it was from “a 

Western spy” 
c) He brought his Labrador on stage, seemingly to intimidate the 

German Chancellor 
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Behind the Facts: Yes, They Really  
Did That 

 

1. c) Bill Gates, who received a knighthood for global 
philanthropy but is not entitled to use “Sir” because he’s not a 
UK citizen 

In 2005, Queen Elizabeth II awarded Bill Gates an honorary 
knighthood (KBE) for his philanthropic work in global health and 
education through the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The 
distinction recognized his efforts to combat disease, expand access 
to education, and reshape public health funding worldwide. 
However, as an American citizen, Gates isn’t allowed to use the title 
“Sir”—a privilege reserved for citizens of Commonwealth realms. 
Still, when you’ve revolutionized personal computing and helped 
fight malaria, being called “Mr. Gates” probably doesn’t sting too 
much. 

2. b) A pigeon he claimed visited him regularly and emitted 
beams of color 

In his final years, inventor Nikola Tesla formed a deep emotional 
bond with a white pigeon that regularly visited his hotel window in 
New York City. He claimed the bird communicated with him 
telepathically and once said he loved it “as a man loves a woman.” 
When the pigeon died, Tesla reported seeing a radiant beam of 
white light shoot from its eyes—a moment he described as soul-
crushing. For a man who pioneered wireless energy, this was 
arguably his most heart-wired connection of all. 
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3. c) She was arrested and spent 17 days in jail 

In 1982, Italian actress Sophia Loren served 17 days in prison for 
alleged tax evasion tied to her 1974 return. Though she always 
insisted on her innocence and ultimately won an appeal years later, 
she voluntarily served the sentence right away to “clear the air.” 
Known for elegance and cinematic charisma, Loren faced 
incarceration with calm and composure. She reportedly spent her 
time reading and staying out of the spotlight. One can only imagine, 
though, that the prison cuisine was not exactly worthy of an Italian 
screen icon. 

4. c) An oxygen tank to be available in her dressing room 

During her 2010 Monster Ball Tour, Lady Gaga’s backstage rider 
included something unusual: an oxygen tank. The request raised 
eyebrows and sparked media speculation—was it for recovery, 
respiratory support, or just pure Gaga mystique? Some assumed it 
helped her bounce back after high-energy performances; others 
believed it was simply part of the spectacle. In true Gaga fashion, 
she never fully explained. Whether practical or performative, it 
became another iconic detail in her legacy—because when your 
aesthetic is “alien opera from the future,” oxygen is just part of the 
setlist. 

5. b) A local hockey puck from the city's team 

Canadian crooner Michael Bublé may be known for smooth vocals 
and holiday albums, but backstage he’s all hockey. His tour rider 
includes a charmingly specific request: a hockey puck from the local 
team in every city he performs. It’s not just memorabilia—it’s a 
personal ritual that keeps him connected to home and hockey 
culture while on the road. No incense, no chants, no elaborate 
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greenroom feng shui. Just vulcanized rubber, a nod to his Canadian 
roots, and maybe a quiet prayer to the Zamboni gods. 

6. b) A custom-made titanium straw for her alkaline water 

Beyoncé’s tour rider once included a strikingly specific hydration 
request: alkaline water served at exactly 69 degrees Fahrenheit, 
sipped only through a $900 titanium straw. While the demand raised 
eyebrows (and a few thermostats), it wasn’t just diva behavior—it 
reflected her meticulous approach to vocal care and performance 
endurance. Maintaining precise water temperature can help avoid 
vocal strain, and titanium resists bacteria and aftertaste. Excessive? 
Maybe. But when you’re Beyoncé, precision hydration isn’t vanity—
it’s business. And frankly, if anyone’s earned luxury sips, it’s Queen 
Bey. 

7. c) A full-body replica of Iron Man's suit with hidden storage 
compartments 

Elon Musk, never one to shy away from dramatic flair, owns a full-
size replica of the Iron Man suit—which he reportedly keeps on 
display at the SpaceX office. The suit is custom-built, with secret 
compartments and rumored functional storage, because of course it 
is. Musk has joked that it helps him stay focused, perhaps 
channeling his inner Tony Stark. It’s part motivation, part tech-
fandom, and all peak Musk. After all, nothing says “visionary CEO” 
like leading a rocket company in a superhero costume with shelving. 

8.  a) Socks—insisting they were “a pointless invention” 

Albert Einstein, known for reshaping physics, also had strong 
opinions about… socks. He famously refused to wear them, calling 
them “a useless invention,” and often showed up sockless even at 
formal events. In a letter to a friend, he once bragged that he hadn’t 
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worn socks for years. Some say it was a quirky protest against societal 
norms; others think he just liked comfort. Either way, when your 
brain’s unlocking the secrets of the universe, maybe you really don’t 
need fabric between your toes. 

9. b) Warm baths, where ideas came to her “with steam” 

Agatha Christie, the undisputed Queen of Crime, often said her best 
plots came to her not at the typewriter, but in the bathtub. She found 
inspiration while soaking in hot water, far from distractions and 
deadlines. To help her think, she’d sometimes line up apple peels 
along the tub’s edge—her version of a brainstorming board. Some 
writers pace, some outline, Christie soaked. For a woman who 
dreamed up countless clever murders, it’s fitting that mystery often 
emerged... surrounded by bubbles and the faint scent of soap. 

10. b) A miniature bottle of his wife’s perfume for “courage” 

Napoleon Bonaparte wasn’t just a military genius—he was also a 
man of intense olfactory habits. He was famously obsessed with the 
scent of his wife Joséphine, often carrying a small bottle of her 
perfume in a velvet pouch during campaigns. He claimed it calmed 
him before battle. Beyond that, Napoleon was known to use copious 
amounts of cologne daily—sometimes opting to douse himself with 
it instead of taking a bath. Say what you want about his battlefield 
tactics, but few emperors ever smelled quite so floral while 
conquering Europe. 

11. a) A GameCube controller cord worn like a choker 

Before he was gracing magazine covers and couture runways, 
Timothée Chalamet was just a quirky kid with bold fashion instincts. 
In an interview, he admitted to once wearing a Nintendo 
GameCube controller cord around his neck—completely 
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disconnected —because he thought it looked cool. It wasn’t part of 
a costume or performance art, just an early experiment in self-
expression. Classmates may not have understood, but decades later, 
fashion editors call that “vision.” Turns out, even Hollywood’s most 
stylish stars sometimes start with accessories from the console 
drawer. 

12. a) Synchronized swimming exercises with a professional 
coach 

To improve focus and endurance during high-pressure tennis 
matches, Serena Williams added an unexpected twist to her off-
court training: synchronized swimming drills. Practicing underwater 

movement helped her regulate breathing, sharpen mental control, 
and build full-body coordination—all while submerged. It wasn’t 
about choreography—it was about composure. Most athletes train 
on solid ground, but Serena dove into grace under literal pressure. 
Because when you're chasing Grand Slam titles and carrying the 
weight of history, sometimes the best preparation is learning to stay 
calm... one perfectly timed breath at a time. 

13. a) He wore his college shorts underneath his Bulls uniform 

Michael Jordan’s loyalty to his college roots ran deep—so deep that 
during his entire NBA career with the Chicago Bulls, he reportedly 
wore his old University of North Carolina shorts underneath his 
uniform for good luck. To fit both pairs comfortably, he requested 
slightly longer Bulls shorts, unintentionally launching a fashion shift 
that spread across the league. What started as a private superstition 
became a defining silhouette in basketball. So yes, while everyone 
else saw a legend soaring through the air, Jordan was quietly setting 
trends… one extra layer at a time. 
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14. c) He dictated memos while soaking in a bathtub 

Winston Churchill was known for eccentric work habits, but none 
more famously odd than his tendency to conduct government 
business from the bathtub. During World War II, he often 
summoned secretaries while soaking, dictating memos and war 
dispatches mid-bubble. On occasion, he even took calls straight 
from the tub—towel optional. For Churchill, strategy and soap went 
hand in hand. As bombs fell over Britain, its prime minister stood 
firm, cigar in one hand, bath brush in the other. Alone in 1940, 
perhaps—but never quite dry. 
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15. c) That time zones were a Western conspiracy and all clocks 
should follow “Libyan truth time” 

In 2009, Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi delivered a chaotic, 
rambling speech at the United Nations that stretched over 90 
minutes—well beyond the 15-minute limit. Among the many 
tangents and conspiracy-laced detours, he denounced global time 
zones as a Western invention designed to divide humanity. Instead, 
he proposed replacing them with a single “natural time” based on 
Libya’s longitudinal position. It was meant to unify the world—by 
putting his country at the center of it. Oddly enough, in a speech 
that included UFOs and assassinations, this was one of his more 
coherent points. 

16. a) That she would inherit part of his fortune 

Karl Lagerfeld’s white Birman cat, Choupette, wasn’t just a pet—
she was a fully fledged fashion icon. With two personal maids, a 
private jet lifestyle, and a rumored iPad habit, Choupette lived better 
than most humans. She inspired product lines, magazine covers, 
and yes, was even listed in Lagerfeld’s will—reportedly via a legal 
trust. Her meals were served on fine porcelain, and her poses rivaled 
top Chanel models. In the fashion world, that’s not eccentric—it’s 
branding. Choupette wasn’t spoiled. She was professionally 
pampered. 

17. c) Taking ice baths and walking five miles to work barefoot 

Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey is as known for his wellness rituals 
as he is for his tech ventures. He’s revealed that he often walks five 
miles to work barefoot, fasts for entire weekends, meditates for hours 
daily, and finishes each night with an ice bath. His lifestyle blurs the 
line between mindfulness and masochism. Critics call it extreme; 
fans call it discipline. Either way, Dorsey might be the only CEO 
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whose daily planner includes “freeze,” “fast,” and “foot pain”—all 
in pursuit of digital clarity and inner peace. 

18. a) He wore the same unwashed socks throughout the entire 
tournament 

Swedish tennis legend Björn Borg was renowned for his cool 
demeanor on court—but behind that icy focus was a surprisingly 
superstitious mind. During Grand Slam tournaments, he reportedly 

wore the same pair of socks for every match, convinced they brought 
him luck. At Wimbledon, he also grew a “lucky beard” and followed 
a rigid pre-match routine to the letter. While his playing style was 
precise and methodical, his rituals were borderline mystical. In 
Borg’s world, victory required discipline, skill, and just the right 
amount of sweaty sock sorcery. 

19. b) He wrote notes in tiny handwriting between the lines of 
books he didn’t own 

Isaac Newton wasn’t just a genius—he was also a relentless 
annotator. He was infamous for scribbling dense, almost microscopic 

notes in the margins of borrowed books, often without asking. To 
Newton, reading was a form of intellectual combat, and every page 
was fair game. His personal library is full of half-Latin rebuttals, 
interlinear debates, and impromptu diagrams squeezed between 
printed lines. Some readers underline. Newton launched footnote 
wars in six-point font. If knowledge is power, Newton armed himself 
with ink, impatience, and absolutely no respect for library return 
policies.  
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20. c) He brought his Labrador on stage, seemingly to intimidate 
the German Chancellor 

In 2007, during a televised meeting in Sochi, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin welcomed German Chancellor Angela Merkel—
fully aware that she had a well-documented fear of dogs. Mid-
conversation, his black Labrador, Koni, casually wandered into the 
room and sat beside him. Merkel stayed composed, but the moment 
was widely interpreted as a calculated power play. Putin claimed it 
was unintentional; Merkel later said, “I understand why he has to do 
this—to prove he’s a man.” When diplomacy involves Labradors, 
the line between politics and theater gets… fuzzy. 

Exit Stage Weird 

Before you hoard baby teeth or demand rose-petal foot spas at 69 F, 
here’s your official guide to surviving fame—without becoming a 
headline: 

– Don’t use hemorrhoid cream as a beauty product. Or do. Just 
don’t talk about it. 

– Don’t travel with your own lighting. If the world looks too harsh, 
maybe it’s not the bulbs. 

– Don’t ask for doves, kittens, or a candlelit red carpet indoors. Fire 
marshals have opinions. 

– Don’t eat only chicken and trace Hebrew letters in the dirt unless 
you're hitting .328. 

– Don’t get married at 3:33 PM just to match your jersey number. 
Or do, if it gets you in the Hall of Fame. 

– Don’t keep your own baby teeth in a pouch. Especially if you’re 
over 40. 
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– Don’t write naked unless you're ready for your staff to hide your 
pants. 

– Don’t dictate national policy from a bathtub unless you’re 
Winston Churchill—and even then, maybe towel off first. 

– Don’t bring a dog to intimidate world leaders unless your foreign 
policy runs on fur. 

– And please, don’t leave your cat a fortune unless she has a legal 
team. Or a stylist. 

We laugh, but the fame game is weird—and these people are 
playing it on hard mode. Whether it’s bubble baths during cabinet 
meetings or sock-based superstition, every oddity is just one step 
away from legend. In the world of celebrity, quirks aren’t flaws—
they’re features. And sometimes, the strangest flex… is just being 
yourself with a velvet pouch full of weird. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Wild, Weird & (Still) Breathing 

 

Real Creatures, Strange Tactics, and Nature’s Funkiest 
Survivors 

Animals aren’t just fascinating—they’re uncannily inventive, often 
in ways that feel more like absurdist improvisation than carefully 
tuned evolution. Nature, for all its brilliance, didn’t always settle on 
elegance or efficiency. Sometimes it chose spectacle, weaving 
survival strategies that seem less like biology and more like 
performance art. From creatures with thermonuclear punches to 
those that never grow up, the animal kingdom rarely plays it safe—
and that’s exactly what makes it work. 

Take the sloth: a creature so notoriously slow it often gets mistaken 
for laziness in fur. But behind that blank stare and molasses-like pace 
lies a ritual that has baffled biologists for decades. Once a week, like 
clockwork, the sloth descends from the safety of the trees to relieve 
itself on the forest floor—a move that leaves it exposed to predators 
ranging from jaguars to pythons. No one knows exactly why it does 
this. Some think it’s to fertilize a favorite tree. Others suggest it’s a 
form of communication. A few blame parasites. Whatever the 
reason, it remains the riskiest bathroom break in the animal 
kingdom, carried out with baffling consistency and absolutely no 
visible sense of urgency. 
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Meanwhile, pigeons—those familiar fixtures of every city skyline—
harbor a navigational talent that borders on science fiction. Homing 
pigeons don’t just return home; they calculate the route using 
magnetic fields, low-frequency sounds, and even the layout of urban 
infrastructure. Studies have shown them tracking rivers, following 
highways, and turning at the same intersections like little feathered 
cab drivers refusing to update their GPS. Often dismissed as pests, 
these birds carry an internal guidance system so precise, it puts most 
mapping apps to shame. 

Then there’s the axolotl, a creature that essentially opted out of 
adulthood and made that a winning evolutionary strategy. Unlike 
most amphibians, it never completes metamorphosis, remaining in 
a youthful, aquatic state for life. But it’s more than a biological Peter 
Pan. The axolotl is also a master of regeneration—capable of 
regrowing limbs, spinal cords, and even parts of its brain and heart. 
Imagine a smiling salamander that skips puberty, refuses to age, and 
casually recovers from major trauma like it’s Tuesday. 

Even the axolotl, however, can’t compete with the evolutionary fever 
dream known as the mantis shrimp. Its eyes contain up to sixteen 
types of color receptors—compared to just three in humans —
allowing it to see a spectrum so rich and alien that scientists still 
struggle to model it. Each independently moving eye processes 
polarized and ultraviolet light with uncanny precision. But vision is 
only half the story. The mantis shrimp is also armed with one of the 
most powerful strikes in the animal world—a punch so fast it causes 
the water around it to boil. The resulting cavitation bubbles collapse 
with enough force to emit light and briefly reach temperatures 
hotter than lava. This isn’t metaphor. It’s measurable physics. The 
strike has cracked aquarium glass and dismembered prey in 
milliseconds, all courtesy of a creature roughly the size of a carrot. 

Rev
iew

 C
op

y –
 N

ot
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

ion
■
© A

lec
 S

an
de

rs
 –

 Ju
ly 

20
25



 

28 

In nature, the strangest solutions are often the most successful. The 
bizarre isn’t a flaw—it’s a feature. And when survival gets weird, 
weird wins. 

All of which raises a troubling question: is nature trying to impress 
us, or just messing with us for fun? From sloths with death wishes to 
shrimp with built-in death rays, it’s hard to tell. But one thing’s 
clear—if evolution had a motto, it wouldn’t be “survival of the 
fittest.” It would be something closer to “let’s get weird and see what 
happens.” Because somewhere along the way, function gave way to 
flair, and weirdness became the ultimate survival flex. 

 

Rev
iew

 C
op

y –
 N

ot
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

ion
■
© A

lec
 S

an
de

rs
 –

 Ju
ly 

20
25



 

29 

 

The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. Why are flamingos pink?  

a) Because of a carotenoid pigment in their diet that alters 
feather coloration 

b) Because their liver produces a red-tinted oil during mating 
season 

c) Because of a seasonal hormone that increases blood flow to their 
skin 

2. What’s so special about a male seahorse? 

a) It inflates a pouch to scare off predators, similar to a blowfish 
b) It secretes a hormone that allows it to carry eggs on its tail 
c) It has a brood pouch where it fertilizes and carries eggs until 

birth 

3. What animal can literally survive in outer space? 

a) A beetle with a sealed exoskeleton that blocks UV radiation 
b) A tardigrade, which can enter a state of cryptobiosis and 

endure extreme conditions 
c) A salamander that produces antifreeze proteins and oxygen-

storing cells 

4. What’s unique about the platypus among mammals? 

a) It lays eggs and has venom-producing spurs located on its hind 
legs 

b) It communicates using ultrasonic chirps that travel through 
water 

c) It has an electric organ used to stun prey underwater 
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5. What’s true about the immortal jellyfish?  

a) It splits in two during reproduction, creating a clone and dying 
in the process 

b) It replaces its neural network every year to maintain youthful 
function 

c) It can revert to an earlier stage in its life cycle and start over, 
effectively avoiding death 

6. Which animal is known to use tools in the wild?  

a) The capuchin monkey, which uses sticks to test if fruit is ripe 
b) The sea otter, which uses rocks to crack open shellfish 
c) The beaver, which strips bark with its teeth to sharpen them 

7. What animal can literally shoot blood from its eyes as a 
defense mechanism? 

a) The Texas horned lizard 
b) The African spitting cobra 
c) The frilled-neck monitor 

8. What’s uniquely strange about an octopus’s reproductive 
system? 

a) The male’s mating arm detaches and swims to the female on 
its own 

b) It reproduces by releasing spores into the surrounding water 
c) The female fuses her nervous system with the male’s during 

mating 

9. Which animal’s milk is pink due to high iron content? 

a) The hippopotamus 
b) The camel 
c) The elephant seal 
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10. What’s surprising about a giraffe’s blood pressure?  

a) It’s nearly double that of humans to pump blood to its 
brain 
b) It remains unusually low to protect its heart valves from 
pressure surges 
c) It’s regulated through valves in the neck that equalize flow 
during sleep 

11. What does the assassin bug do to camouflage itself inside 
ant colonies?  

a) It attaches dead ants to its body to blend in with the colony  
b) It secretes ant pheromones to trick scouts into escorting it 

inside  
c) It imitates queen ant movement patterns to avoid suspicion  

12. Which animal can clone itself after being cut in half?  

a) The sea sponge 
b) The planarian flatworm 
c) The glass squid 

13. What’s unusual about how the leafy sea dragon moves?  

a) It mimics floating seaweed by moving in slow, rhythmic 
pulses  

b) It “swims” by ejecting water from its stomach cavity  
c) It uses electric fields to repel predators while gliding  

14. How does the sperm whale manage to hold its breath 
underwater for over 90 minutes?  

a) It uses fat in its skull to trap oxygen and release it slowly  
b) It slows its heart rate and directs oxygen only to vital organs  
c) It stores extra air in a special chamber near its blowhole  
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15. What defense tactic is used by the sea cucumber?  

a) It emits an electric shock via surface spikes  
b) It inflates its body and releases noxious gas  
c) It expels its internal organs to startle or entangle predators  

16. How does the wood frog survive being frozen during 
winter?  

a) It enters a supercooled state by eliminating water from its 
bloodstream  

b) It seals its body in mucus and burrows underground like some 
reptiles  

c) It produces internal "antifreeze" sugars that protect its cells 
from ice crystals  

17. How does the female dragonfly avoid unwanted mating?  

a) She releases a chemical decoy that masks her location  
b) She drops to the ground and fakes death until the male loses 

interest  
c) She changes her coloration to signal sexual unavailability  

18. How does the clownfish maintain its social hierarchy?  

a) The dominant male changes sex to become female when 
needed  

b) Fins are displayed in ritualized movements that determine 
pecking order  

c) Subordinates release hormones that slow the dominant fish’s 
growth  
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19. What do crocodiles do to help themselves dive deeper 
underwater? 

a) They swallow stones to add weight and sink faster 
b) They just relax their bodies and naturally drift downward 
c) Nothing — they don’t dive deep and mostly lurk near the 

surface 

20. What makes the star-nosed mole exceptionally fast at 
feeding?  

a) It uses nasal whiskers to detect electrical pulses from worms  
b) It identifies and consumes prey in under 0.2 seconds using its 

star-shaped nose  
c) It stores prey in special cheek pouches to eat all at once later  
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Behind the Facts: Nature, You Wild 
Thing 

 

1. a) Because of a carotenoid pigment in their diet that alters 
feather coloration 

Flamingos get their distinctive pink color from carotenoids—
pigments found in the algae, brine shrimp, and other small 
crustaceans they consume. As they digest these pigments, the color 
gradually builds up in their feathers, skin, and even beaks. Without 
this vibrant seafood diet, flamingos would be a dull gray, looking 
more like tired seagulls than tropical icons. Their signature color 
isn’t just natural—it’s nutritional. In short, they’re walking mood 
rings powered by plankton smoothies, crustacean cocktails, and an 
unapologetic commitment to aesthetic excellence.  

2. c) It has a brood pouch where it fertilizes and carries eggs 
until birth  

The male seahorse is one of nature’s great role reversals. Unlike most 
species, it’s the male who gets “pregnant”—using a specialized 
brood pouch to carry and incubate fertilized eggs until they hatch. 
During this time, he controls salinity, oxygen, and nutrient levels 
inside the pouch, ensuring optimal development. It’s parenting with 
precision. While other creatures chase mates or defend nests, the 
male seahorse quietly floats with a belly full of babies. No drama, no 
cravings—just a proud dad and a seaweed forest to drift through.  
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3. b) A tardigrade, which can enter a state of cryptobiosis and 
endure extreme conditions  

Tardigrades—also known as water bears—are microscopic organisms 

famous for their near-indestructibility. When faced with extreme 
environments, they enter a state called cryptobiosis, essentially 
drying themselves out and suspending their metabolism until 
conditions improve. This allows them to survive radiation, freezing, 
boiling, high pressure, and even the vacuum of space. Scientists 
have literally shot them into orbit—and they came back fine. If 
Earth exploded tomorrow, tardigrades would probably dust 
themselves off and keep crawling. They’re tiny, unstoppable, and 
casually immortal. Nature’s ultimate backup plan wears eight legs 
and doesn’t care.  

4. a) It lays eggs and has venom-producing spurs located on its 
hind legs  

The platypus is one of only five living monotremes—mammals that 
lay eggs instead of giving birth—and it might just be the strangest of 
them all. Males have venomous spurs on their hind legs, which they 
use in territorial battles, especially during mating season. It also 
hunts using electroreception, detecting prey through tiny electrical 
signals in water. Combine that with a duck bill, beaver tail, and 
otter-like fur, and you’ve got nature’s ultimate mashup. It’s as if 
evolution pulled an all-nighter and submitted the weirdest group 
project ever—and somehow got an A.  

5. c) It can revert to an earlier stage in its life cycle and start 
over, effectively avoiding death  

The immortal jellyfish (Turritopsis dohrnii) has a unique biological 
trick: when injured, stressed, or simply done adulting, it can revert 
back to its juvenile polyp stage through a process called cellular 
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transdifferentiation. This means it essentially starts life over—again 
and again—potentially avoiding death altogether. Scientists believe 
this cycle can repeat indefinitely, making it biologically immortal 
(though not invincible). While we wrestle with aging creams and 
joint pain, this tiny sea creature just hits “reset” like it’s a video game. 
Immortality, it turns out, is squishy and swims in circles.  

6. b) The sea otter, which uses rocks to crack open shellfish  

Sea otters are one of the few non-primate animals known to use 
tools—a trait that makes them both clever and ridiculously 
endearing. While floating on their backs, they use rocks to crack 
open hard-shelled prey like clams, mussels, and sea urchins. Some 
even have a favorite rock they carry around, tucking it into a special 
pouch under their forearm like a built-in pocket. It’s not just smart—
it’s stylish. In the underwater world of dining, sea otters are the only 
ones who arrive with their own silverware.  

7. a) The Texas horned lizard  

The Texas horned lizard has one of the strangest—and most 
theatrical—defense mechanisms in the animal kingdom: it can 
shoot blood from its eyes. When threatened, especially by predators 
like foxes or coyotes, the lizard builds pressure in the sinuses around 
its eyes and releases a stream of blood laced with foul-tasting 
compounds. The spray can reach up to five feet, startling attackers 
and giving the lizard time to escape. It’s part biology, part horror 
movie. When nature asked for creativity, Texas delivered… with 
eye-bleeding lizards.  

8. a) The male’s mating arm detaches and swims to the female 
on its own 

In some octopus species, males use a modified arm called a 
hectocotylus to transfer sperm to the female. But here’s the twist: in 
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certain cases, that arm detaches entirely, swims across the water, and 
inserts itself into the female—often without the male ever returning. 
It’s one of the strangest mating rituals in the animal kingdom. No 
courtship, no follow-up, just one heroic limb doing its duty. It’s 
romance, octopus-style: throw her the arm and vanish. Talk about a 
one-armed commitment.  

9. a) The hippopotamus  

Hippos secrete a reddish, oily fluid that sometimes mixes with their 
milk, giving it a pinkish tint—earning it the nickname “strawberry 
milk.” But this isn’t just a visual oddity. The fluid acts as a natural 
sunscreen and has antibacterial properties, protecting both mother 
and calf from sunburn and infection in the harsh African heat. It’s 
functional, not flavorful. Still, the sight of a giant, grumpy herbivore 
producing pink milk feels like nature’s most confusing dessert 
special. Who needs chocolate cows when you’ve got SPF hippo 
juice?  

10. a) It’s nearly double that of humans to pump blood to its 
brain  

A giraffe’s heart has to work overtime—pumping blood up a six-foot-
long neck to reach the brain requires pressure around 280/180 
mmHg, nearly double the average human’s. If we had that kind of 
pressure, we’d pass out immediately. To manage it, giraffes have 
reinforced artery walls, tight vascular controls, and special valves that 
prevent blood from rushing to the head when they bend down. It’s 
nature’s hydraulic engineering at its finest. Basically, they’re walking 
skyscrapers with pressure-regulated plumbing—and somehow they 
still look graceful doing it.  
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11. a) It attaches dead ants to its body to blend in with the 
colony 

The assassin bug doesn’t just kill its prey—it wears it. Some species 
have evolved a gruesome form of camouflage by covering 
themselves with the corpses of ants they’ve already killed. This 
morbid disguise isn’t just visual—it also masks their scent, allowing 
them to infiltrate ant colonies undetected. By blending in 
chemically and physically, the bug avoids triggering alarm responses 
from its future victims. It’s part stealth, part horror show, and 100% 
effective. When your fashion statement is “I am you, but deader,” 
deception becomes an art form.  

12. b) The planarian flatworm 

The planarian flatworm turns injury into opportunity. Cut it in 
half—or into several pieces—and each fragment can regenerate into 
a fully functional worm. This extraordinary skill comes from 
pluripotent cells, similar to stem cells, that can transform into any 
tissue the body needs. It’s like nature installed a “regenerate” button 
and gave the planarian unlimited lives. While most creatures avoid 
being chopped up, this worm treats it like reproduction. Basically, 
it’s a self-cloning pancake with a backup plan for every scenario... 
and zero fear of scissors.  

13. a) It mimics floating seaweed by moving in slow, rhythmic 
pulses  

The leafy sea dragon is an expert in underwater invisibility—not 
with speed or strength, but with style. Its body is adorned with 
delicate, plant-like appendages that ripple and sway like drifting 
seaweed. Combined with slow, rhythmic movements, this 
camouflage allows it to blend seamlessly into kelp forests and 
seagrass beds. Predators often swim right by, unaware they’ve just 
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missed a meal. The leafy sea dragon’s strategy is simple: don’t hide—
just look completely unappetizing. Because sometimes, survival 
means being the most boring thing in the ocean.  

14. b) It slows its heart rate and directs oxygen only to vital 
organs 

The sperm whale is the heavyweight champion of deep-sea diving—
and it’s got the biology to prove it. Before plunging into the depths, 
it slows its heart rate to just a few beats per minute and strategically 
redirects oxygen to only the most vital organs: the brain and heart. 
This lets it dive for over 90 minutes and reach depths around 3,000 
feet without breaking a sweat. While we’re gasping after two flights 
of stairs, the sperm whale is down there, free-diving like a boss in 
total abyssal confidence.  

15. c) It expels its internal organs to startle or entangle predators  

The sea cucumber might look like a squishy, slow-moving blob, but 
don’t be fooled—it’s hiding one of nature’s strangest defense tactics. 
When threatened, it literally ejects part of its internal organs, 
shooting out sticky, sometimes toxic tissue to confuse or entangle 
predators. This gives the cucumber just enough time to make a 
sluggish getaway. The best part? It regenerates the lost organs later, 
like nothing ever happened. It’s the quietest sea creature with the 
loudest escape plan. Soft on the outside, savage in strategy.  

16. c) It produces internal "antifreeze" sugars that protect its 
cells from ice crystals  

The wood frog has perfected the art of freezing to survive. As winter 
sets in, it floods its cells with glucose, creating a natural antifreeze 
that prevents lethal ice crystals from forming. Its heart stops, lungs 
cease to function, and it appears clinically dead—yet come spring, 
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it thaws out and hops away like nothing happened. This 
biochemical trick allows it to endure Arctic temperatures that would 
kill most creatures. It’s not hibernation—it’s suspended animation. 
Basically, the wood frog is nature’s chillest near-death overachiever.  

 

17. b) She drops to the ground and fakes death until the male 
loses interest  

Some female dragonflies have evolved a surprisingly dramatic way 
to avoid unwanted attention: they fake their own deaths. When 
pursued by overly persistent or aggressive males, they suddenly drop 
from the sky and lie motionless on the ground—wings spread, eyes 
still. This behavior, known as sexual death-feigning, deters suitors 
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long enough for them to escape later. It’s nature’s version of 
ghosting… with a crash landing. When flying away isn’t an option, 
pretending to be dead is apparently the next best thing. 

18. a) The dominant male changes sex to become female when 
needed 

Clownfish live in highly organized social hierarchies, with one 
dominant female at the top and several smaller males beneath her. 
If the female dies, the top-ranking male undergoes hormonal 
changes and transforms into a female—a process known as 
sequential hermaphroditism. This ensures that the group’s breeding 
structure stays intact without needing newcomers. It’s nature’s 
version of a promotion… with a full biological reboot. In clownfish 
society, climbing the ladder doesn’t just mean more responsibility—
it means a complete identity makeover.  
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19. a) They swallow stones to add weight and sink faster 

Crocodiles often swallow small stones, called gastroliths, which act 
as natural ballast. These stones help them control their buoyancy, 
allowing them to stay submerged longer and move more stealthily 
beneath the surface. It's not just about weight — it’s about precision. 
Instead of struggling to stay down, they use this trick to conserve 
energy and launch surprise attacks from below. Basically, it’s 
nature’s version of a tactical diving belt — no scuba certification 
required. 
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20. b) It identifies and consumes prey in under 0.2 seconds 
using its star-shaped nose  

The star-nosed mole may look like something from a science fiction 
movie, but its bizarre nose is a biological marvel. It features 22 fleshy 
tentacle-like appendages, each covered in thousands of Eimer’s 
organs—ultrasensitive receptors that help it detect prey in 
milliseconds. This strange snout gives the mole the title of fastest 
forager in the mammal world, capable of identifying and consuming 
prey in less than 0.2 seconds. It’s not pretty, but it’s brutally efficient. 
In this case, evolution favored speed... and one unforgettable face.  

Weirdness Wins 

Before you go envying the animal kingdom for skipping taxes, pants, 
or awkward Zoom calls, here’s a survival recap—beast edition: 

– Don’t challenge a mantis shrimp to a staring contest. You’ll 
lose in 16 dimensions. 

– Don’t sneak up on a horned lizard unless you enjoy 
unexpected eye blood. 

– Don’t touch a sea cucumber unless you’re ready for it to 
explode its own guts. 

– Don’t assume sloths are lazy—they risk death just to poop in 
style. 

– Don’t try to out-parent a male seahorse. He’s literally pregnant. 

– Don’t trust that octopus arm floating toward you. It’s on a 
mission. 

– Don’t underestimate hippos. Their sunscreen milk says “spa,” 
but their temper says “run.” 
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– Don’t make fun of clownfish. Today’s sidekick is tomorrow’s 
queen. 

– Don’t disturb the mole with the star-shaped face. It’s faster than 
your microwave. 

– And whatever you do, don’t duel a pistol shrimp. It’s basically 
packing aquatic TNT. 

It’s tempting to see these creatures as nature’s blooper reel, but their 
quirks are no accident. Each strange adaptation—however squishy, 
dramatic, or mildly horrifying—exists because it works. The mantis 
shrimp sees a richer world. The jellyfish avoids death entirely. The 
dragonfly fakes its own demise to dodge bad dates. These aren’t just 
oddities—they’re blueprints for thriving against the odds. 

So next time life gets weird, don’t panic. Somewhere out there, a 
frog is frozen solid and dreaming of spring. And he’s doing just fine. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Japan 

 

Everything Makes Sense. Until It Doesn’t. 

At first glance, Japan appears to be a place where everything 
functions with clockwork precision. Trains glide in exactly when 
expected, shoes wait obediently by the door, vending machines offer 
everything from iced coffee to hot soup, and etiquette is so ingrained 
it feels choreographed. The nation often seems like a masterclass in 
order, grace, and quiet efficiency. But just when you think you’ve 
cracked the code, you stumble into a local festival where someone 
is joyfully throwing beans at a man in a demon mask—and suddenly, 
predictability reveals itself as only part of the illusion. 

Consider Setsubun, a centuries-old ritual held every February, 
where families symbolically purge bad fortune by hurling roasted 
soybeans at whoever’s been designated the household “oni,” or 
demon—often a relative wearing a bright red mask. As participants 
shout “Oni wa soto! Fuku wa uchi!” (“Demons out! Fortune in!”), 
the entire home becomes a battleground of snacks and superstition. 
Afterwards, everyone eats one bean for each year of their age—plus 
a bonus for luck—as if the whole chaotic ritual needed a digestive 
reward. 

Then there’s Shibukawa, a small town in central Japan that proudly 
claims to be the country’s geographical “belly button.” That 
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anatomical title has inspired one of the strangest festivals in the 
nation. During the event, participants decorate their midsections 
with cartoon faces, paint their navels, don enormous costumes that 
frame their stomachs, and parade through the streets to the rhythm 
of the Heso Ondo—loosely translated as “belly button dance.” It’s 
absurd, it’s joyful, and in that particular part of Japan, it somehow 
feels entirely natural. 

Even Japan’s obsession with cuteness has darker threads woven 
through it. Teru teru bōzu—those ghost-shaped charms made from 
white cloth and hung in windows to wish for good weather—seem 
innocent at first glance. But the original children’s song that 
accompanied them included a chilling verse threatening beheading 

if the charm failed to bring sun. The legend behind it is equally 
grim: a monk once promised to end the rain, failed, and was 
executed. Today, the charms remain popular, stripped of their more 
sinister meaning, tied gently to windows with string and tradition. 

Not all of Japan’s surprises are rooted in folklore. Some come from 
the intersection of technology and spectacle. In 2019, a company 
called ALE Co. Ltd. launched a satellite capable of deploying metal 
pellets that would create artificial meteor showers, turning the night 
sky into a scheduled performance. Meanwhile, on the policy side, 
the Furusato Nozei system allows taxpayers to redirect part of their 
taxes to rural towns of their choice—and in return, they receive 
thank-you gifts ranging from local whiskey to dried squid. It’s 
national finance wrapped in the charm of a gift exchange. 

But no list of Japan’s practical absurdities would be complete 
without chindōgu—the “unuseless inventions” conceived by Kenji 
Kawakami. These are real objects, created to solve everyday 
problems in ways so convoluted they become hilarious. Think of a 
baby onesie with mop pads sewn onto it so that your crawling infant 
can clean the floor. Or a hat that dispenses toilet paper for allergy 
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sufferers. Or a solar-powered flashlight that, naturally, only works in 
daylight. These inventions are never patented and rarely functional, 
existing in the strange space between creativity and parody—and 
that’s exactly the point. 

So yes, in Japan, you can behead the weather, praise your belly 
button with choreography, order a meteor shower like it’s takeout, 
or wear tissues as a fashion accessory. It’s a country where absurdity 
isn’t a break from order, but its carefully balanced companion. And 
if, by the end of it all, you’re not quite sure whether to bow, laugh, 
or applaud—well, that’s probably exactly how Japan likes it. 
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The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. What unexpected item did a Japanese train company publicly 
apologize for in 2017? 

a) Leaving the overhead lights too dim for manga reading 
b) Departing the station 20 seconds earlier than scheduled 
c) Serving bento boxes with misaligned rice patterns 

2. What unusual professional service is legally offered in Japan 
and used by thousands of clients annually? 

a) Stand-in relatives who attend weddings and funerals 
b) Personal haiku coaches for composing seasonal greetings 
c) Vending machine consultants to optimize snack placement 

3. What government-funded initiative did Japan use in an effort 
to boost rural populations? 

a) A nationwide campaign offering free goats to new homeowners 
b) Subsidies for couples raising kids in old samurai homes 
c) “Love-boosting” events where local officials act as dating 

coaches 

4. What type of museum exists in Japan entirely dedicated to one 
specific body function? 

a) A museum of yawning, featuring couches, dim lighting, and 
ambient snore recordings 

b) A poop-themed museum with pastel colors, games, and 
smiling cartoon poop characters  

c) A hiccup museum where visitors trigger sensors that play 
startled sounds and jump-scares 
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5. What did Japanese engineers build in 2020 as a real-life 
tribute to anime culture? 

a) A fully functional Evangelion cockpit simulator with voice 
recognition 

b) A life-size Gundam robot that can walk, kneel, and salute 
c) A giant Totoro-shaped air purifier that roams parks on hidden 

tracks 

6. What unusual food presentation has gained popularity in 
Japan's themed cafés? 

a) Meals shaped like anime characters with edible tears and sad 
expressions 

b) Sushi platters served on a mini Ferris wheel that spins 
between tables 

c) Pancakes styled to resemble sleeping pets, complete with 
warm steam 

7. What unusual item can you find in some Japanese vending 
machines? 

a) Emergency hygiene kits that include a toothbrush, cologne 
wipe, and pocket comb 

b) Canned bread in different flavors, including chocolate and 
melon  

c) Disposable slippers that self-heat when removed from the 
package 

8. What type of hotel room exists in Japan specifically for crying? 

a) A karaoke booth with soundproof walls and sad playlists 
b) A public nap pod that emits soothing sounds and gentle mist 
c) A “tear room” equipped with tissues, tear-triggering movies, and 

herbal eye masks 
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9. What kind of public service robot did Tokyo unveil that left 
tourists both amused and slightly unnerved? 

a) A social distancing robot that monitors space between 
pedestrians and beeps if you're too close 

b) A bowing bot that thanks you for using the trash can 
c) A subway greeter robot that scans your temperature and waves 

hello with a thermal sensor 

10. What unusual competition is held annually at temples in 
Japan? 

a) The “Sleepiest Monk” contest, where contestants nap while 
chanting 

b) A silent-laughter duel between two actors in full kabuki 
makeup 

c) A baby-crying sumo match, judged by volume and speed of 
tears 

11. What unusual design choice was implemented in a 
Japanese train station to reduce suicides? 

a) Motion-sensitive speakers that play calming sounds when 
someone lingers at the platform edge 

b) Blue LED lights installed above train tracks  
c) Platform floor markers that slowly pulse to guide attention 

away from the tracks 

12. What unique item can be found in some Japanese capsule 
hotels? 

a) A “sleep concierge” robot that recommends personalized 
music based on your pulse 

b) An anti-snoring pod that gently vibrates if you start breathing 
too loudly 
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c) A built-in aroma system that releases calming scents based on 
your check-in time 

13. What’s an actual theme of a Japanese café designed for 
social healing? 

a) A “breaking room” café where you smash old electronics in a 
safe space 

b) A “rent-a-therapist” café where your waiter listens, not serves  
c) A “time-out café” where customers sit in silence facing a wall 

for exactly 15 minutes 

14. What strange local mascot once represented a Japanese city 
to boost tourism? 

a) A walking piece of salmon sushi with legs and dead eyes  
b) A samurai turnip who recites local history facts 
c) A nervous vending machine that apologizes every few seconds 

15. What was once offered on Japanese flights as a way to promote 

eco-friendliness? 

a) Passengers could rent reusable in-flight pajamas made from 
recycled plastic 

b) Travelers were encouraged to “borrow jeans” and not pack 
their own  

c) All in-flight meals were served on edible origami plates made 
of rice paper 

16. What surprising etiquette rule should you know before 
visiting Japan? 

a) You must never say “thank you” more than once during a 
meal—it’s considered arrogant 

b) Blowing your nose in public is seen as rude, but sniffing 
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repeatedly is acceptable  
c) If someone bows to you, it’s polite to bow back exactly five 

degrees lower each time 

17. What behavior might actually offend someone in Japan, 
even if it's meant to be friendly? 

a) Maintaining strong eye contact during conversation  
b) Smiling and giving a thumbs-up after receiving help 
c) Patting someone on the back as a sign of appreciation 

18. What kind of gift-wrapping mistake could cause 
awkwardness in Japan? 

a) Wrapping a present in crisp white paper with no pattern  
b) Tying a gift with two bows instead of one 
c) Using scented tissue paper that smells like cherry blossoms 

19. What surprising behavior has been documented among the 
semi-wild deer in Japan’s Nara Park? 

a) They respond to traditional Japanese voice commands used in 
dog training 

b) They line up politely before feeding, avoiding physical contact 
c) They perform a slight bow when interacting with humans 

20. What bizarre café concept has actually existed in Japan? 

a) A café that doesn’t serve coffee and politely reminds you it 
never did 

b) A café where customers wear name tags with fake identities 
and must stay in character 

c) A café where waiters dress as hospital staff and serve drinks in 
syringes 
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Behind the Facts: Blame It on the 
Cultural Context 

 

 1. b) Departing the station 20 seconds earlier than scheduled 

In 2017, a train on Japan’s Tsukuba Express line left the platform 20 
seconds ahead of schedule—and the rail company issued a formal 
apology. No passengers missed the train, but officials still called it a 
“severe inconvenience.” In Japan, trains run with surgical precision, 
and even being early is cause for embarrassment. Somewhere in the 
U.S., an Amtrak rider probably read the headline… while still 
wondering if their train was ever going to show up. 

2. a) Stand-in relatives who attend weddings and funerals 

In Japan, entire companies offer professional actors who pose as your 
relatives—at weddings, funerals, or even school meetings. These 
“rental family members” are so convincing, they sometimes become 
a long-term part of the client’s life. It’s not fraud—it’s emotional 
theater with a business card. Need a supportive aunt or a grieving 
cousin? Just book one. After all, who says family can’t come with a 
subscription plan? 

3. c) “Love-boosting” events where local officials act as dating 
coaches 

To combat population decline, rural towns in Japan have launched 
officially supported dating events, complete with snacks, icebreakers, 
and sometimes even mayors giving flirting tips. These “konkatsu” 
parties blend small-town charm with organized matchmaking. The 
logic is straightforward: if love isn’t happening naturally, maybe a 
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little structure can help. It’s romance with a side of civic initiative 
—and occasionally, a name tag. 

4. b) A poop-themed museum with pastel colors, games, and 
smiling cartoon poop characters 

The Unko Museum in Yokohama embraces Japan’s ability to turn 
anything—even poop—into interactive joy. Featuring pastel-
colored décor, poop-themed games, and glowing cartoon turds, the 
museum treats bodily functions with childlike enthusiasm. Visitors 
can sit on fake toilets that "dispense" surprises or take selfies under 
floating rainbow poop. It’s quirky, clean, and curiously charming. In 
Japan, even excrement gets the kawaii treatment—and yes, there’s 
merch for that. 

5. b) A life-size Gundam robot that can walk, kneel, and salute 

In 2020, engineers in Yokohama brought anime dreams to life by 
unveiling an 18-meter-tall Gundam that can walk, bow, and salute. 
Controlled by a complex system of motors, this towering mech was 
built to honor the legacy of Japan’s iconic franchise. It’s not quite 
battle-ready, but it does pose dramatically for crowds. If giant robots 
are the future, Japan just sent us a moving, blinking, slow-stepping 
message: we’re already there. 

6. a) Meals shaped like anime characters with edible tears and 
sad expressions 

In select themed cafés across Japan, food isn’t just cute—it’s 
emotional. Chefs craft dishes that resemble teary-eyed anime 
characters, complete with seaweed eyebrows and gelatin tears. The 
meals are designed to be “too adorable to eat,” forcing diners into a 
guilt-ridden staring contest with their sobbing curry. It’s edible 
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performance art with a side of rice. Who knew your lunch could 
look like it just watched a season finale? 

7. b) Canned bread in different flavors, including chocolate and 
melon 

Japan’s vending machines go way beyond soda and chips. One of 
the strangest hits? Canned bread. Originally made for emergency 
kits, it somehow won over snack fans and curiosity hunters alike. The 
bread stays fresh for years, comes in wild flavors like melon and raisin 
butter, and is weirdly fluffy. You don’t toast it. You don’t slice it. You 
just pop the lid and eat. Only in Japan can long-term food storage 
double as a midnight snack. 

8. c) A “tear room” equipped with tissues, tear-triggering movies, 
and herbal eye masks 

In Japan, some hotels have created “crying rooms” designed for 
emotional release. These spaces offer tear-jerking movies, soft 
lighting, herbal eye masks, and—of course—plenty of tissues. The 
idea is to give guests a safe and private place to decompress by simply 
letting it out. It’s part mental wellness, part cultural nuance. In 
Japan, it’s not a breakdown—it’s a premium amenity with a box of 
tissues. 

9. b) A bowing bot that thanks you for using the trash can 

In Japan, etiquette is everywhere—even in the trash. Some public 
areas have introduced “manners robots” or smart bins that politely 
bow or speak when someone disposes of garbage correctly. These 
machines combine motion sensors, pre-recorded phrases, and a 
touch of cuteness to reinforce good behavior. It’s not surveillance —
it’s soft power in robotic form. Tourists are often amused (or startled) 
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when a trash can thanks them out loud. It’s the only country where 
taking out the trash might boost your self-esteem. 

 

10. c) A baby-crying sumo match, judged by volume and speed 
of tears 

At certain temples in Japan, tradition meets cuteness in the annual 
“Nakizumo” crying baby contest. Sumo wrestlers gently hold babies 
while priests try to make them cry—using chants, masks, or gentle 
gestures. The louder and quicker the cry, the better. It’s believed the 
tears bring good health and ward off evil spirits. While it might seem 
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odd, it’s a cherished ritual. And yes, in Japan, even a baby’s 
breakdown can win a prize. 

11. b) Blue LED lights installed above train tracks 

To combat suicide attempts at train stations, Japan began installing 
blue LED lights along platforms. The idea was simple but backed 
by psychology: blue light is associated with calmness and emotional 
stability. Studies found that the presence of blue lighting reduced 
suicide incidents at certain stations by up to 84%. Unlike barriers or 
alarms, this solution doesn’t confront—it soothes. It's a quiet 
reminder that sometimes, the smallest change in light can redirect 
even the darkest moment. 

12. c) A built-in aroma system that releases calming scents based 
on your check-in time 

Some Japanese capsule hotels take relaxation seriously—with scent. 
Select locations use built-in aroma systems that release different 
essential oils depending on the time of day you check in. Lavender 
for late-night arrivals, citrus for early evening guests. The goal is to 
reduce stress and help travelers wind down naturally in compact 
spaces. Welcome to the future, where even your jet lag gets 
aromatherapy. 

13. b) A “rent-a-therapist” café where your waiter listens, not 
serves 

In Tokyo, a unique café allows visitors to rent someone to simply 
listen. There’s no coffee requirement, no judgment—just a one-
hour session with someone who nods, asks gentle questions, and 
respects your silence. The concept responds to the growing sense of 
isolation in urban life. It’s not therapy, but it feels close. For the price 
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of a latte, you get a professional listener and maybe a little peace of 
mind. No small talk. Just attention. 

14. a) A walking piece of salmon sushi with legs and dead eyes 

Japan is known for its odd regional mascots, called yuru-chara. One 
of the weirdest? A character named “Seymour Salmon,” used to 
promote tourism in a small fishing town. It was literally a piece of 
salmon nigiri with legs and a blank stare. Kids loved it, adults weren’t 
sure, and international tourists were deeply confused. But in Japan, 
a slightly unsettling mascot is often a badge of charm—and 
apparently, salmon sells. 

15. b) Travelers were encouraged to “borrow jeans” and not 
pack their own 

In an experimental move, Japan Airlines launched a campaign 
asking passengers to leave their jeans at home. Instead, travelers 
could “rent” jeans upon arrival, reducing luggage weight and 
lowering fuel use. The program promoted sustainability and 
encouraged minimalist travel. Turns out, saving the planet is easier 
when you’re not dragging 3 pairs of skinny jeans behind you. 

16. b) Blowing your nose in public is seen as rude, but sniffing 
repeatedly is acceptable 

In Japan, blowing your nose in public—especially loudly—is 
considered impolite or even disgusting. Ironically, sniffling 
constantly is more acceptable than pulling out a tissue. It’s about 
avoiding disruption, even if the alternative is audible. Many visitors 
are baffled by this social rule, but in Japan, maintaining a quiet, 
unobtrusive presence is more important than efficiency. So if your 
nose is running on the subway… just sniff, and embrace the silence. 
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17. a) Maintaining strong eye contact during conversation 

In many Western cultures, eye contact shows confidence and 
honesty. But in Japan, sustained eye contact can be seen as 
aggressive or disrespectful, especially in formal or first-time 
interactions. Instead, people often look slightly downward or to the 
side while listening, to signal attentiveness without confrontation. 
Foreign visitors who stare directly into someone’s eyes might think 
they’re being respectful—but in Japan, it can feel like a challenge. 
In Japan, intense eye contact isn’t respectful—it’s basically a staring 
contest you just lost. 

18. a) Wrapping a present in crisp white paper with no pattern 

In Japan, gift-giving is an art form—with rules. One big mistake? 
Using plain white wrapping paper, which is commonly associated 
with funerals and mourning. Even if the gift inside is joyful, the 
color signals grief. Instead, celebratory gifts are wrapped in bright or 
patterned paper, sometimes with symbolic knots or lucky colors. It’s 
not just the gift that matters—it’s the presentation, tone, and 
message. So before you wrap that souvenir: no white. It’s a gift, not 
a condolence card. 

19. c) They perform a slight bow when interacting with humans 

In Nara, Japan, hundreds of free-roaming deer have picked up a 
habit that’s both charming and bizarre: they bow. That’s right—
these animals lower their heads in a gentle nod that closely 
resembles the traditional Japanese greeting. The behavior developed 
over years of interaction with tourists, many of whom reward the bow 
with special rice crackers called shika senbei. It may look like polite 
etiquette, but let’s be honest—it’s just really effective snack 
negotiation. When even deer are more courteous than most 
travelers, you know Japan’s doing something right. 
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20. c) A café where waiters dress as hospital staff and serve drinks 
in syringes 

Tokyo once hosted a medical-themed café where servers wore lab 
coats and scrubs, and drinks were served in syringes, test tubes, or 
mock IV bags. As part of Japan’s “fantasy café” culture, the place 
featured glowing “vaccines” and theatrical hospital décor. No 
appointment was needed—just a sense of curiosity and a willingness 
to sip something that looked like it belonged in an emergency room. 
In Japan, even grabbing a latte can feel like checking in for a bizarre 
health check. 

Chaos with a Manual 

Before you assume every bow is an invitation or every vending 
machine sells snacks, here’s your official survival checklist: 

– Don’t bow more than once. You’ll get trapped in an infinite 
politeness loop. 

– Don’t wrap gifts in plain white paper. That’s how you say 
“congratulations on dying.” 

– Don’t expect your toilet to just flush. It has feelings—and a 
heated seat. 

– Don’t blow your nose in public. Just sniff like it’s a national 
anthem. 

– Don’t look a deer in the eye. It’s about to bow, not challenge 
you. 

– Don’t judge the canned bread. It lasts longer than most 
relationships. 

– Don’t stare at your crying meal. It’s a pancake, not a therapy 
session. 
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– Don’t be alarmed when a trash can thanks you. It’s just good 
manners. 

– Don’t mock the robot. It might salute better than you ever did. 

– And for the love of cultural awareness, don’t assume anything is 
unintentional. In Japan, even the weird stuff has a mission 
statement. 

We laugh, but the truth is—this all makes perfect sense… to Japan. 
It's a place where rules are sacred, chaos is seasonal, and a tissue hat 
might be the most logical thing you see all day. If it seems strange, 
it probably has a name, a guidebook, and a cartoon mascot. So when 
logic starts to wobble, don’t fight it—bow, smile, and trust the 
vending machine. 
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CHAPTER 4 

Schemes, Scams & Shenanigans 

 

The Wildest Ways People Got Away With It… Until 
They Didn’t  

If there’s one thing scammers love more than money, it’s 
imagination—the kind that doesn’t involve ski masks or high-speed 
getaways, but thrives on paperwork, persuasive emails, and just the 
right dose of charm. The most effective scams don’t shatter 
systems—they glide through them, using the rules exactly as written, 
only better. 

In 2024, this lesson hit hard for high-end food producers in the UK, 
when fraudsters posed as buyers from major grocery chains and 
placed massive orders for premium cheese and smoked salmon. 
Everything looked legitimate—the websites, the documents, even the 
communication. Everything, that is, except the payment, which 
never arrived. One farmer lost over £300,000 worth of goods, and 
another summed it up best: “It was like being robbed by a 
spreadsheet.” 

France wasn’t spared either. There, the deception was bottled—
literally. Low-cost Spanish table wine was passed off as prestigious 
Bordeaux, with faked labels and doctored shipping records turning 
discount reds into supposed Margaux. The whole operation 
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hummed along smoothly until someone actually tasted it and 
realized that what was labeled as luxury was closer to lunch wine. 

The art world didn’t escape untouched. Wolfgang Beltracchi, a 
German forger, didn’t reproduce famous paintings—he invented 
entirely new ones in the style of early modern masters. With help 
from his wife, he spun convincing tales of hidden family collections 
lost during wartime, and one of his creations even sold for €2.8 
million, until a routine chemical analysis revealed a pigment that 
hadn’t existed at the time. Apparently, even the best stories get fact-
checked eventually. 

Still, for sheer audacity, few schemes match that of a man who 
catfished dozens of women by claiming to be a wounded Navy 
SEAL. His missions, he said, were classified, which explained his 
refusal to appear on video. The photos he shared were real—but 
belonged to someone else. The con unraveled when his victims 
began to compare notes and realized the only operation he was 
conducting involved living rent-free in his mother’s basement, 
sustained by lies and a borrowed uniform. 

Yet none of these grifts rival the elegance—or boldness—of one 
particular scam pulled off in Bulgaria in the late 1990s. At just 22 
years old, a young entrepreneur with more than enough legal 
income decided to test a theory: Could the banking system be 
outsmarted, not through violence or threats, but through pure 
finesse? He never entered the bank. Instead, from an apartment 
across the street, he orchestrated a flawless illusion—a string of 
transactions that led the system to deposit the equivalent of 181 
million Bulgarian leva (roughly $100 million at the time) into an 
account he controlled. There were no weapons, no hostages—just 
manipulation of existing processes, applied with precision. 

Once the operation concluded, he transferred the money to a rented 
apartment and, according to later accounts, poured it onto the floor, 
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where the bills reportedly formed a pile waist-deep. After that, he 
vanished from public view for a time, leaving behind stunned 
investigators and an empty account. 

 

Eventually, guilt caught up with him—or perhaps it was his father, 
who, unwilling to see his son live as a fugitive, persuaded him to 
return and make things right. He confessed everything. The plan 
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was so strange and so clean that the police didn’t believe it at first, 
suspecting he had been paid to take the fall. To be sure, they gave 
him a polygraph test, which he passed. He spent two and a half years 
in pretrial detention but was never sentenced and never served a day 
of official prison time. He returned every cent. 

In the years that followed, he began consulting for banks, teaching 
them how to prevent people like him from slipping through the 
cracks. These days, he restores churches in small villages, reads 
theology, and lectures at financial security conferences. And when 
his young son once asked, “Dad, remember that recipe for the 
bank?” he simply smiled. Most kids hear “recipe” and think cake—
his probably thinks wire transfers. 
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The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. What scam did a man in Italy pull off while technically “at 
work” for over 15 years? 

a) He kept getting paid as a hospital employee without ever 
showing up  

b) He was listed as an opera singer and submitted auto-tuned 
recordings for years 

c) He claimed to be a building inspector and “evaluated” houses 
by looking at satellite images 

2. Which record was revoked after evidence showed the player 
didn’t use original hardware, violating Guinness guidelines? 

a) First perfect score in Donkey Kong, achieved using an 
emulator 

b) Longest non-stop Guitar Hero session on expert difficulty 
c) Most consecutive Tetris wins in tournament play, recorded 

remotely 

3. What strange tactic did a man in China use to get free airport 
lounge access for almost a year? 

a) He wore a fake airline badge and claimed to be an “on-call 
pilot” 

b) He booked refundable first-class tickets every day and canceled 
them after eating  

c) He printed fake QR codes on napkins and claimed they were 
VIP passes 
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4. What scheme did two artists use to fake their work’s 
popularity in a major gallery? 

a) They hired 20 people to follow them everywhere and pretend 
to take selfies  

b) They rented storage lockers and staged long “wait lines” 
outside them 

c) They printed 500 fake QR codes linking to rave reviews they 
wrote themselves 

5. What unusual scam did a man in France pull using a fax 
machine and fake government letterhead? 

a) He convinced restaurants to pay “pest inspection fees” directly 
to his personal account 

b) He told churches their baptismal fonts required licensing and 
charged a monthly fee 

c) He billed luxury hotels for “military requisitions” and got free 
stays for weeks 

6. How did a Florida man avoid paying tolls for nearly a year? 

a) He used a cardboard replica license plate when driving 
through toll zones 

b) He rigged his license plate to flip down when passing cameras  
c) He coated his license plate with hair gel, hoping the glare 

would blur the numbers on camera 

7. How did a mysterious parts supplier quietly cause chaos in 
the airline industry before anyone noticed? 

a) They claimed their components were “tested by AI” and didn’t 
need physical inspection 

b) They sold unapproved jet engine parts using fake paperwork 
that made them look official 
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c) They copied part numbers from real components and reused 
them on lookalike parts made elsewhere 

8. What strange method did an Italian artist use to “sell” 
invisible art for thousands of dollars? 

a) He auctioned blank canvases as “emotionally charged voids” 
b) He mailed people sealed empty boxes labeled “quantum 

sculpture kits” 
c) He claimed buyers were purchasing energy fields, then issued 

certificates of authenticity 

9. What creative excuse did a man use to impersonate a dentist 
and run an illegal clinic in Italy? 

a) He claimed to be a foreign dentist waiting for his license to be 
approved 

b) He said he was volunteering for a silent charity that couldn’t 
be named due to “tax reasons”  

c) He posed as a monk offering “healing dentistry” as part of his 
religious order’s mission 

10. What strange “premium travel” service did a scammer claim 
to offer at airports? 

a) He sold “VIP Medication” luggage stickers to make bags come 
out first at baggage claim 

b) He charged elderly pet owners a fee for “afterlife animal care,” 
claiming he’d look after their pets once they passed away 

c) He took money from travelers to book fake embassy visa 
appointments using forged paperwork 
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11. What odd product did a scammer convince people to invest 
in during the 1990s? 

a) Canned air from the Swiss Alps, marketed as a cure for urban 
stress  

b) A watch that beeped every time your posture slouched, using a 
wire taped to your back 

c) A protein shake made from powdered rose petals, sold as 
“emotional nutrition” 

12. What bizarre lie did a man in the U.S. use to illegally 
obtain expensive seafood for free? 

a) He posed as a documentary director filming “The Last 
Shrimp” for Netflix 

b) He told restaurants he was testing shrimp for a rare shellfish 
allergy lawsuit 

c) He claimed he worked for a university lab studying seafood 
“textural variance” 

13. What simple mistake finally brought down a man who spent 
30 years pretending to be a Saudi prince? 

a) He accidentally used a Florida driver’s license with his real 
name at a security checkpoint 

b) He checked into a luxury hotel under the name “Prince 
Khalid” but used a coupon 

c) He ordered pork at a restaurant while claiming to be a devout 
Muslim royal  
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14. What massive international scam was pulled off by Gilbert 
Chikli, posing as a French official? 

a) He tricked European banks into giving him data by pretending 
to be an MI6 agent 

b) He posed as the French defense minister and scammed millions 
by claiming he was funding anti-terror missions  

c) He used a fake Vatican identity to offer secret “papal security 
bonds” to wealthy donors 

15.What covert tactic did the North Korean regime use to 
funnel foreign currency into the country under the radar? 

a) They built a fake startup incubator in Singapore to launder 
crypto payments 

b) They deployed citizens abroad who posed as freelance tech 
workers using Western identities  

c) They licensed North Korean-made mobile games through 
shell companies based in Malta 

16.What unusual long-running scheme brought in over $200 
million by targeting vulnerable people through the mail? 

a) Personalized letters from a supposed psychic offering help for 
money 

b) A fake lottery claiming to be run by the UN, charging 
“international processing fees” 

c) A chain of fake medical charities offering energy bracelets in 
exchange for donations 
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17. What billion-euro scam was pulled off by Manfred Schmider, 
founder of the German company FlowTex? 

a) They faked government contracts for green infrastructure 
b) They sold nonexistent directional drilling machines to dozens 

of banks  
c) They used AI-generated invoices to claim carbon offset credits 

18. What bizarre insurance scam did two men stage in the UK in 
2018? 

a) They faked a crash between an Aston Martin and a Peugeot to 
file claims  

b) They submitted fake theft reports for a single car sold multiple 
times 

c) They installed fake airbags and billed insurers for 
replacements 

19. What ridiculous device was sold to governments as a bomb 
detector, despite being useless? 

a) Repackaged golf ball finders with antennas, rebranded as high-
tech scanners  

b) Plastic rods marketed as “quantum resonance analyzers” 
c) Metal boxes filled with “sacred crystals” for explosive detection 

20. What scam did 20-year-old Leonard Rubbeck pull off in New 
Jersey in 2010? 

a) He organized a fake food festival featuring celebrity chefs  
b) He sold fake weight-loss recipes through online forums 
c) He offered bogus culinary certificates through a fake online 

school 
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Behind the Facts: Too Smart to Be 
Legal 

 

1. a) He kept getting paid as a hospital employee without ever 
showing up 

In what Italian media dubbed “the king of absentees,” a man 
working at a public hospital in Calabria managed to avoid showing 
up for his job—for over 15 years. He was paid the whole time, while 
threats reportedly silenced supervisors from reporting the fraud. The 
scam was only uncovered in 2021, after authorities reviewed decades 
of payroll records. The total damage? Around €538,000. That’s not 
a pension plan—it’s professional hide-and-seek. 

2. a) First perfect score in Donkey Kong, achieved using an 
emulator 

Billy Mitchell was once recognized as the first player to achieve a 
perfect score in Donkey Kong, but in 2018, his titles were removed 
after experts argued that his gameplay footage came from an 
emulator rather than a real arcade machine. Mitchell denied the 
accusations and fought back with lawsuits. Guinness later reinstated 
his records, but the controversy still divides the gaming world. 
Whether he’s a legend or a cheat, one thing’s for sure: this was the 
most dramatic high score since “Game Over” became a phrase. 

3. b) He booked refundable first-class tickets every day and 
canceled them after eating 

Back in 2014, a man in Xi’an, China figured out that a fully 
refundable first-class ticket came with unlimited VIP lounge 
access—before the flight, of course. So he booked the same flight 
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over 300 times, walked in, enjoyed free food, drinks, and a quiet 
place to relax… and then canceled the ticket. The airline eventually 
caught on and revoked his privileges. It’s a genius move really—he 
didn’t travel far, but he sure ate like a jet-setter. 

4. a) They hired 20 people to follow them everywhere and 
pretend to take selfies 

To generate buzz during an art festival, two performance artists in 
New York paid people to act like obsessed fans. The hired crowd 
followed them around, staged photo ops, asked for autographs, and 
even created online “fan pages.” Within days, other visitors started 
genuinely taking interest—assuming they were famous. While the 
exact duo isn’t always named, similar staged-hype tactics have been 
documented in real art circles. It’s the art of fame—powered by fake 
followers. 

5. b) He billed luxury hotels for “military requisitions” and got 
free stays for weeks 

In one of France’s oddest fraud cases, a man used a fax machine, 
forged Ministry of Defense letterhead, and official-sounding jargon 
to convince luxury hotels he was reserving rooms for government 
military operations. Many hotels granted him multi-day stays—
sometimes with room service—assuming they’d be reimbursed later. 
He repeated the scam across several cities before getting caught. 
Turns out, all it takes to invade a five-star suite is a fax, some gall, 
and a convincing signature. You know it's a serious scam when the 
most outdated part of it is… the fax machine. 
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6. b) He rigged his license plate to flip down when passing 
cameras 

In a classic Florida maneuver, a man was caught using a homemade 
contraption that would flip his license plate down whenever his car 
approached an automatic toll booth. The device was wired to a 
button inside the car and hid the plate just in time to avoid 
detection. He avoided paying tolls for months before authorities 
noticed a pattern. Moral of the story? If your car has more gadgets 
than a Bond villain’s, maybe don’t use them on I-95. 

7. b) They sold unapproved jet engine parts using fake paperwork 

that made them look official 

In 2023, a little-known UK company called AOG Technics 
managed to slip uncertified engine parts into real airplanes by 
forging the documents that typically verify a part’s origin and safety. 
The parts looked convincing enough, but no one could trace where 
they were actually from. As the scandal unfolded, planes were 
grounded, airlines rushed to replace equipment, and regulators were 
left playing catch-up. It was like finding out your parachute came 
from a guy on Craigslist—mid-jump. 
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8. c) He claimed buyers were purchasing energy fields, then 
issued certificates of authenticity 

In one of the art world’s weirdest stunts, Italian artist Salvatore Garau 
created “invisible sculptures” made of nothing but air and 
imagination. Buyers didn’t receive a physical object—just a 
certificate stating they now owned an “energy space.” One piece sold 
for over $18,000. The artist insisted that the absence was the art. And 
somewhere, a very confused living room is still trying to make space 
for something that isn’t there. 
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9. b) He said he was volunteering for a silent charity that 
couldn’t be named due to “tax reasons” 

In Italy, a man was caught running an illegal dental clinic out of his 
apartment, pretending to be a volunteer for a “discreet charitable 
organization.” When asked for credentials, he claimed the group 
couldn’t be publicly named due to “tax confidentiality.” Patients 
were drawn in with the promise of affordable care—only to be 
treated with hardware-store tools and no anesthesia. Pro tip: if your 
dentist won’t tell you who he works for, maybe don’t let him 
anywhere near your teeth. Especially when his idea of dental 
insurance is “don’t ask questions—it’s for tax reasons.” 

10. c) He took money from travelers to book fake embassy visa 
appointments using forged paperwork 

In India, a man posed as a professional travel consultant and offered 
fast-track visa appointments—for a price. He handed out what 
looked like official embassy forms and scheduled fake appointments 
that didn’t exist. Clients only discovered the scam when they showed 
up to embassies and were told their documents were bogus. The 
scammer wore a suit, ran a mock office, and kept up the act for 
months—because sometimes, all you need to seem official is a 
printer, a tie, and the ability to lie with confidence. 

11.a) Canned air from the Swiss Alps, marketed as a cure for 
urban stress 

In 1994, a Swiss entrepreneur launched a company called Alpine 
Air Products, selling canned air labeled as “pure therapeutic oxygen 
from the Alps.” Marketed primarily in Germany and Japan, each can 
sold for up to $10 and was advertised as a remedy for “urban oxygen 
fatigue.” Yes, that’s a real phrase they put on the can—because 
apparently the cure for burnout was $10 air. Investors poured in, 
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drawn by the wellness boom. But Swiss consumer protection 
officials later exposed that the product was just regular compressed 
air with no proven benefits. According to Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 
the company quietly dissolved in 1996—though a few cans still pop 
up on collector websites today. Apparently, nostalgia sells better than 
oxygen. 

12. c) He claimed he worked for a university lab studying seafood 
“textural variance” 

Between 2006 and 2008, a man in California visited multiple high-
end seafood restaurants in San Diego and Los Angeles, claiming he 
was collecting samples for a research project at a university food 
science lab. He used technical jargon like “protein fiber mapping” 
and “textural variance in shellfish,” flashed fake university IDs, and 
even printed his own lab request forms. According to local police 
reports and a 2008 article in the LA Weekly, he fooled at least seven 
restaurants before being caught. Authorities dubbed the case 
“Operation Seafood Scam.” His only real area of expertise? Getting 
free shrimp with a clipboard,and confidence. 

13. c) He ordered pork at a restaurant while claiming to be a 
devout Muslim royal 

For decades, Anthony Gignac convinced the world he was Saudi 
royalty—flying private, staying in penthouses, and scamming 
investors out of millions. He even tricked billionaires into offering 
him business deals, gifts, and luxury perks. But in 2017, while 
pretending to buy a $400 million stake in a hotel, he made one royal 
blunder: he ordered pork at dinner. That tiny detail tipped off a 
billionaire hotel owner, who launched a private investigation. The 
truth unraveled fast—turns out the “prince” was actually a 
Colombian-born con artist from Florida. You can fake a title, but 
you can’t fake halal. 
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14. b) He posed as the French defense minister and scammed 
millions by claiming he was funding anti-terror missions 

From 2005 to 2011, Gilbert Chikli orchestrated a wild scam by 
calling French CEOs while impersonating the Minister of Defense. 
Using voice changers and fake offices, he claimed he needed urgent 
funds for top-secret anti-terror operations—and some executives 
actually wired him money. The con netted over €8 million before 
he fled to Israel. He later bragged about the scam in a documentary 
filmed from exile. When it comes to boldness, Chikli didn’t just 
push the envelope—he faxed it from a fake government office. 

15. b) They deployed citizens abroad who posed as freelance 
tech workers using Western identities 

Beginning around 2015, the North Korean government began 
exporting not goods, but people—specifically IT specialists. These 
workers used stolen or borrowed identities, fake resumes, and VPNs 
to hide their origin and get hired as freelancers by unsuspecting 
Western companies. The wages, which sometimes reached six 
figures, were funneled back to the regime through crypto and 
shadow banking channels. U.S. authorities have since issued 
multiple advisories warning companies to vet remote hires carefully. 
Apparently, Pyongyang figured out that JavaScript pays better than 
missiles. 

16. а) Personalized letters from a supposed psychic offering help 
for money 

From the 1990s to the 2010s, millions of letters were sent worldwide 
under the name “Maria Duval,” a self-proclaimed psychic. The 
letters promised to change recipients’ fortunes—if they sent small 
payments for talismans or spiritual help. The victims, often elderly, 
believed they were corresponding with a real person. The scheme, 
run by conman Patrice Runner, generated over $200 million before 

Rev
iew

 C
op

y –
 N

ot
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

ion
■
© A

lec
 S

an
de

rs
 –

 Ju
ly 

20
25



 

79 

U.S. authorities shut it down. In 2023, Runner was sentenced to 10 
years in prison. The only thing he ever predicted accurately? His 
own profit. 

17. b) They sold nonexistent directional drilling machines to 
dozens of banks 

Between 1994 and 1999, Manfred Schmider built FlowTex into one 
of Germany’s fastest-growing tech firms—by selling hundreds of 
drilling machines that didn’t actually exist. The company rotated the 
same few machines for fake inspections, doctored serial numbers, 
and forged contracts. Banks and investors poured in billions before 
the fraud collapsed. Schmider was sentenced to 11.5 years in prison. 
Moral of the story? If you’re going to sell the same machine 300 
times, at least give it a fresh coat of paint. 

18. a) They faked a crash between an Aston Martin and a 
Peugeot to file claims 

In 2018, Edwin White and Nicholas Ralph orchestrated a fake 
accident involving a luxury Aston Martin DB9 and a Peugeot 208. 
They claimed the Peugeot hit a pothole and smashed into the Aston 
Martin. The two men pretended to be strangers and filed separate 
insurance claims—until investigators found they’d been in contact 
before and after the crash. White got 18 months in prison; Ralph 
received a suspended sentence. Tip: if you’re staging a fake accident, 
maybe don’t involve a $100,000 car. 

19. a) Repackaged golf ball finders with antennas, rebranded as 
high-tech scanners 

In the early 2000s, British businessman Jim McCormick sold a 
bogus device called the ADE 651 to governments, including Iraq’s, 
claiming it could detect bombs at checkpoints. In reality, it was a 
glorified golf ball finder with a fancy sticker—no batteries, no 
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electronics, no actual function. Millions were spent, lives were lost, 
and security was compromised. In 2013, McCormick was sentenced 
to 10 years in prison. Honestly, the only thing the ADE 651 could 

reliably detect was how gullible someone in procurement could be. 

 

20. a) He organized a fake food festival featuring celebrity chefs 

In 2010, a man known locally as “Chef Lenny” sold tickets for an 
event called “Dinner Impossible BBQ,” claiming celebrity chefs like 
Bobby Flay and Rachael Ray would attend. He wore a fake chef’s 
coat, displayed a bogus Iron Chef medal, and advertised himself as 
a Food Network personality. Witnesses began to doubt him when he 
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struggled with basic cooking tasks—like chopping an onion. 
Though there are no public charges on record, multiple reports 
mention he returned the money to attendees. Whether entirely true 
or urban legend, the tale of Chef Lenny is a delicious reminder: if 
you can’t take the heat… maybe don’t fake the kitchen. 

Scam You Later 

Before you invest in canned air or try to detect bombs with a glorified 
golf tool, here’s your official anti-scam checklist: 

– Don’t buy invisible art. You’ll still need to dust it. 

– Don’t eat shrimp for science. Especially if the “lab coat” came 
from Party City. 

– Don’t trust anyone who sells VIP luggage stickers. Your bag will 
still come out last. 

– Don’t order pork while pretending to be a Saudi prince. Even 
the waiter will know. 

– Don’t revive faxes. They’re better off extinct. 

– Don’t fake a crash with an Aston Martin. Potholes don’t play 
defense. 

– Don’t rent a tux and call yourself a psychic. The IRS sees right 
through it. 

– Don’t flip your license plate with a button. This isn’t Fast & 
Fraudulent. 

– Don’t book 300 flights for lunch. Even loyalty programs have 
limits. 

– And for the love of common sense, don’t trust a bomb detector 
that doesn’t use batteries. Or logic. 
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We laugh, but the scary part is—these scams worked. People lost 
money, trust, and sometimes entire reputations to schemes that were 
just clever enough to fool the system. The one thing all these con 
artists had in common? Confidence, paperwork, and an uncanny 
ability to say it with a straight face. 

So remember: if something seems too smart to be legal, it probably 
isn’t. And if it involves faking royalty, invisible merchandise, or 
seafood science… maybe just walk away. Or better yet—run, before 
they invoice you for the air. 
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CHAPTER 5 

Strange Beliefs & Bold Delusions 

 

From Bad Science to Bizarre Superstitions 

For much of human history, mystery wasn’t met with patient 
curiosity or measured skepticism—it was met with creativity, 
superstition, and an unwavering confidence in the completely 
unproven. When the moon vanished, it surely meant a sky beast had 
swallowed it. If someone sneezed unexpectedly, it wasn’t a cold; it 
was quite possibly their soul making a brief, involuntary escape. And 
when birds disappeared in winter, the answer was obvious: they 
either dove underwater, transformed into fish, or migrated to the 
moon. Logical, in its own imaginative way. 

Beauty, of course, wasn’t immune to this inventive reasoning. In 
Renaissance Italy, women used belladonna drops to dilate their 
pupils, believing the wide-eyed look to be alluring and elegant. The 
name itself means “beautiful woman,” though the drops often came 
with side effects like blurred vision, hallucinations, and, in some 
cases, blindness. But in an era where charm trumped clarity, such 
risks were often dismissed as minor costs in the pursuit of idealized 
beauty. 

Romance, too, had its share of odd prescriptions. In ancient Greece 
and Rome, hiccups weren’t merely considered a biological 
hiccup—they were occasionally interpreted as signs of repressed 
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feelings or unresolved romantic longing. One recommended cure 
involved having someone shout the name of your secret crush as 
loudly as possible, a remedy that may have done little for the 
diaphragm but certainly added drama to any gathering. 

Throughout medieval Europe, redheads carried a burden of 
symbolic suspicion. Early medical and religious theories associated 
red hair with fiery temperaments, untrustworthy natures, or even 
witchcraft, resulting in centuries of prejudice built more on myth 
than on genetics. These associations persisted stubbornly, long after 
scientific understanding had moved on, casting side-eyes on entire 
ginger-haired villages for reasons no one could definitively explain. 

The Victorians brought their own brand of nervous logic to the 
table. Some moralists believed that tight collars or restrictive boots 
could suppress immoral thoughts by constricting blood flow to the 
brain. In a culture where even furniture legs were prudishly covered 
for modesty’s sake, the notion that footwear might be a tool of virtue 
didn’t seem all that far-fetched. 

Even in early 20th-century America, new technology was met with 
a mix of suspicion and folklore. When air conditioning began 
appearing in homes, some parents feared it would freeze children’s 
blood or dull their mental capacities. Others worried that chilled air 
would promote laziness and erode the nation's moral fiber. Today 
it’s a summertime staple; back then, it was practically witchcraft in 
vented form. 

By the 1950s, chewing gum had ascended to mythic status. Children 
were warned that if they swallowed it, it could tangle around their 
spine, clog their digestive system for seven years, or drift aimlessly 
through their bodies like a sticky time traveler. Science, of course, 
eventually spoiled the myth—but not before generations of kids 
grew up terrified of an accidental swallow. 
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And even tractors caused existential dread. When gasoline-powered 
models started replacing horses on American farms, some feared the 
heat from the engines would “cook” the soil and destroy its fertility. 
Others believed these machines disrupted the spiritual harmony 
between farmer and land. Progress had to plow through more than 
just fields—it had to overcome fear, folklore, and a reluctance to let 
go of the old ways. 

But among all these odd convictions, few rival the theories once 
floated about bird migration. For centuries, even Europe’s brightest 
thinkers had no idea where birds vanished to each winter. Some 
claimed they hibernated at the bottom of lakes. Others believed they 
transformed into entirely different animals. And a few insisted—
without irony—that birds simply flew to the moon. This peculiar 
debate continued until 1822, when a stork crash-landed into the 
history books. In northern Germany, a nobleman discovered the 
bird with a long African spear pierced through its neck—alive, 
wounded, and thousands of miles from where it had been struck. 
This single creature, now known as the Pfeilstorch or “arrow-stork,” 
became the first irrefutable proof that birds migrate between 
continents, not by myth or metamorphosis, but by sheer endurance 
and instinct. Preserved to this day in a university museum in 
Rostock, it stands—spear and all—as a reminder that sometimes, the 
truth doesn’t come wrapped in a theory. It arrives with feathers, 
determination, and a sharp piece of evidence that rewrites the rules. Rev
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The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. What everyday food did many Europeans believe was 
poisonous when first introduced? 

a) Tomatoes  
b) Onions 
c) Potatoes 

2. What bizarre medical recommendation did some doctors 
give in the early 20th century? 

a) Rubbing turpentine on your chest to “scare away” bronchitis 
b) Drinking motor oil as a laxative substitute 
c) Smoking cigarettes to relieve asthma 

3. What strange belief led many 19th-century Europeans to 
cover their mirrors at night? 

a) They feared their soul could escape into the glass while 
sleeping  

b) They believed mirrors attracted bedbugs under moonlight 
c) They thought reflections whispered secrets to the dead 

4. What scientific theory once claimed Earth had a smaller 
planet living inside it? 

a) The “Echo Core” theory proposed by Tesla’s assistant 
b) The Hollow Earth theory, which included a sun and inner 

civilization  
c) The “Double Shell” hypothesis used to explain volcanoes 
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5. What odd theory did 19th-century doctors propose to explain 
why people fainted in crowded theaters? 

a) Excessive exposure to “emotional vibrations” in the wallpaper 
b) Fumes from corsets overheating and releasing toxic fabric dye 
c) A lack of oxygen due to indoor plants “stealing air” from the 

audience 

6. What did some medieval Europeans believe happened when 
you sneezed? 

a) Your soul momentarily left your body, making you vulnerable 
to demons  

b) Your body expelled “bad humors,” requiring a congratulatory 
toast 

c) You accidentally created a mini-portal that let spirits pass into 
the room 

7. What unusual fear did 18th-century doctors believe could 
cause spontaneous death? 

a) Reading novels too quickly 
b) Inhaling too much lavender at once 
c) Being startled by a ringing church bell 

8. What did ancient Romans use as a common toothpaste 
ingredient? 

a) Powdered snail shells mixed with vinegar 
b) Burnt mouse bones and honey 
c) Human urine 
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9. What strange belief did some scientists hold about babies in 
the 1800s? 

a) That they couldn't feel pain and didn’t need anesthesia during 
surgery  

b) That they needed daily exposure to thunder to “strengthen the 
heart” 

c) That staring at them too long could cause blindness in 
mothers 

10. What odd practice did people in Victorian England use to try 
and revive the dead? 

a) Waving burning feathers under the nose 
b) Blowing tobacco smoke into the rectum using a special 

bellows  
c) Placing raw beef on the forehead to “restore warmth and vital 

energy” 

11. What did some scientists once believe volcanoes were 
powered by? 

a) Burning coal seams deep in the Earth 
b) Underground thunderstorms from trapped air 
c) Fires from the Earth’s core ignited by subterranean electrical 

forces 

12. What odd item did some 17th-century physicians carry to 
protect themselves from disease? 

a) A hollow cane filled with dried flowers and herbs  
b) A goose feather dipped in vinegar, worn in the hat 
c) A necklace made from crushed emeralds and bear fat 
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13. What strange rule did some 19th-century schools enforce to 
prevent “overheating” the brain? 

a) Shortening school hours during full moons to reduce nervous 
agitation 

b) Limiting reading time to no more than 1 hour per day  
c) Replacing midday lessons with silent staring at houseplants for 

mental balance 

14. What did some 18th-century thinkers believe caused 
spontaneous combustion in humans? 

a) Excessive exposure to full moons 
b) Wearing silk clothing during thunderstorms 
c) Drinking too much alcohol, which “ignited the body from 

within” 

15. What did some scientists in the 19th century believe caused 
earthquakes? 

a) Underground gas pockets exploding like cannons  
b) Vibrations caused by shifting magnetic forces within the 

Earth’s ether 
c) Accumulated heat trapped beneath mountain ranges, released 

suddenly 

16. What did many people in the 17th century believe caused 
freckles? 

a) Eating too many figs during a full moon 
b) Being exposed to sunlight filtered through stained glass 
c) Sleeping under the stars without a hat  
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17. What did some medieval Europeans believe caused 
toothaches? 

a) A curse cast by a jealous witch through food or drink 
b) Worms living inside the teeth  
c) Tiny stones forming in the gums from eating cold bread 

18. What did people in ancient China and parts of Europe 
believe about eclipse events? 

a) That the moon was being swallowed by a celestial dragon  
b) That eclipses disrupted the balance between yin and yang, 

causing illness 
c) That staring at an eclipse could drain a person’s life energy 

through their eyes 

19. What did Renaissance scholars believe geese were born 
from? 

a) Barnacle-covered driftwood floating in the sea  
b) Tree fungus that transformed into bird-like forms during 

autumn storms 
c) Sea foam that hardened on coastal rocks at sunrise 

20. What did some ancient Greeks believe lightning striking a 
place meant? 

a) That the location had been “opened” for contact with the gods 
b) That the spot was sacred and should never be touched  
c) That spirits trapped underground were trying to escape into 

the sky 
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Behind the Facts: When Logic Took a 
Day Off 

 

1. a) Tomatoes 

Although potatoes also raised eyebrows—thanks to their connection 
to the nightshade family—most people just found them strange or 
unappetizing. The real reputation for being poisonous, however, 
went to tomatoes. In Europe between the 16th and 18th centuries, 
the aristocracy called them “poison apples.” Why? Because the 
acidity in tomato juice reacted with the lead in pewter dinnerware, 
leading to illness or even death—and people blamed the fruit. The 
myth persisted for centuries, especially in Britain and Germany. It 
wasn’t until the 1800s that tomatoes became widely accepted as 
edible and even beloved. So yes, the same ingredient in your pizza 
sauce was once feared like arsenic. Turns out the real killer was... 
the plate. 

2. c) Smoking cigarettes to relieve asthma 

From the 1930s to the 1950s, several cigarette brands ran ads 
featuring doctors endorsing smoking as a way to ease asthma and 
other respiratory issues. Menthols were particularly popular, 
claimed to “open airways” and “soothe the throat.” One campaign 
for Kool even stated it was “recommended by more doctors for 
respiratory relief.” Of course, it’s unclear how many of those doctors 
were seen outside ad studios. Unsurprisingly, these “therapeutic 
smokes” didn’t age well. It’s hard to breathe easy when your cure is 

also the cause. Call it the most counterproductive prescription in 
history. 
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3. a) They feared their soul could escape into the glass while 
sleeping 

In 19th-century Europe, it was common to cover mirrors at night—
especially in bedrooms. The reason? Many believed that mirrors 
could trap a sleeper’s soul or serve as portals to the spirit world. This 
belief was particularly strong during periods of mourning, where 
mirrors were also covered so the living wouldn't catch a glimpse of 
death “staring back.” Today, it sounds like Gothic fiction, but at the 
time, it was practical spiritual hygiene. Nothing like a ghostly 
glimpse of yourself to ruin a good night’s sleep. 

4. b) The Hollow Earth theory, which included a sun and inner 
civilization 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, the Hollow Earth theory gained 
serious traction. Some scientists and writers—including John Cleves 
Symmes Jr.—believed Earth was hollow, with openings at the poles 
and even a mini sun at the center. According to some, entire 
civilizations lived inside, possibly more advanced than ours. 
Explorers proposed expeditions to find the entrances. Today, it 
sounds like a rejected sci-fi pitch—but back then, it was printed in 
newspapers and debated in lecture halls. Inner Earth? More like 
inner nonsense. 

5. c) A lack of oxygen due to indoor plants “stealing air” from the 
audience 

Before photosynthesis was well understood, some 19th-century 
doctors believed that plants absorbed oxygen at night—causing 
fainting spells in poorly ventilated rooms like theaters. As a result, 
ferns and decorative palms were banned from some venues. It wasn’t 
until later that science clarified plants give off oxygen, not rob it. So 
yes, people once feared the ficus in the lobby was gunning for their 
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lungs. Blame the fainting not on the drama on stage—but on the 
greenery by the curtain. 

6. a) Your soul momentarily left your body, making you 
vulnerable to demons 

In medieval Europe, sneezing wasn’t just a reflex—it was a spiritual 
emergency. People believed the soul briefly left the body, making 
you vulnerable to demons. Saying “Bless you” wasn’t polite—it was 
protective. In 590 AD, during a deadly plague, Pope Gregory I 
ordered that people say “God bless you” after every sneeze to guard 
the soul from harm. The tradition stuck for centuries. So the next 
time someone sneezes, remember: you’re not just being nice—
you’re delivering a papal-grade soul shield in under two seconds. 

7. c) Being startled by a ringing church bell 

In the 1700s, some physicians warned that sudden loud noises—
especially church bells—could shock the heart and kill a person 
instantly. The fear was so widespread that certain towns installed 
muffling devices or paid bell-ringers to avoid abrupt tolls during 
funerals. The theory was rooted in early ideas about nervous energy 
and delicate “sensibility,” particularly in women. No one actually 
died from a bell, but the anxiety was very real. If cathedrals had Yelp 
reviews back then, they’d get one star for jump scares. 
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8. c) Human urine 

In ancient Rome, human urine wasn’t just waste—it was whitening 
magic. Romans believed the ammonia in urine had cleansing 
power, and they used it to scrub clothes, bleach fabrics, and yes, 
brush their teeth. Collected from public urinals, it was so valuable 
that Emperor Vespasian even taxed it. The practice lasted well into 
the Middle Ages. So while today’s mouthwash promises “minty 
freshness,” the Roman version came with a warning label: may cause 
social distancing in crowds of any century. 
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9. a) That they couldn't feel pain and didn’t need anesthesia 
during surgery 

Throughout the 19th century, many doctors believed newborns 
couldn’t feel pain because their nervous systems were “undeveloped.” 

As a result, surgeries—including amputations—were often 
performed without anesthesia. Some hospitals used muscle 
restraints or sugar water to “calm” the infant instead. This practice 
persisted into the 1980s in some places. Today, science confirms 
babies feel pain acutely—and the only thing numb back then was 
the medical logic. Comforting, right? 

10. b) Blowing tobacco smoke into the rectum using a special 
bellows 

Yes, this really happened. In the 18th and early 19th centuries, 
British doctors believed that blowing tobacco smoke into a person’s 
rectum could revive drowning victims or those unconscious from 
illness. The method was popular enough that “resuscitation kits” 
with bellows and tobacco were placed along the River Thames. 
Eventually, the practice faded once people realized it didn’t work—
and, frankly, probably just made the patient wish they’d stayed 
unconscious. The moral? Not every revival needs fire and air... 
especially not there. 

11. c) Fires from the Earth’s core ignited by subterranean 
electrical forces 

In the 1600s and 1700s, long before the discovery of plate tectonics, 
some scientists believed volcanoes were fueled by massive fires 
burning deep inside the Earth—set off and sustained by 
underground electrical activity. These "central fires" were thought 
to boil beneath the surface like a divine furnace, occasionally 
bursting through as eruptions. Theories often combined biblical 
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imagery with wild guesses about natural forces. Today, we know it’s 
magma and pressure—not Earth's electric bill. But hey, at least they 
were trying to stay current. 

12. a) A hollow cane filled with dried flowers and herbs 

During the 1600s, especially during plague outbreaks, many doctors 
carried a cane or staff with a hollow core stuffed with aromatic herbs, 
dried flowers, or spices. They believed pleasant smells could purify 
the air and block “miasmas”—the invisible, bad-smelling forces 
thought to carry disease. Some even used the cane to prod patients 
from a distance. While utterly ineffective against germs, the 
accessory did double as medieval Febreze... and a handy tool for 
social distancing before it was cool. 

13. b) Limiting reading time to no more than 1 hour per day 

In the 1800s, some educators and physicians feared that too much 
reading—especially by children or women—could overheat the 
brain, weaken the eyes, and cause “nervous collapse.” As a result, 
certain schools implemented strict time limits on reading, even 
removing fiction from classrooms entirely. The idea was to protect 
“mental energy” and preserve moral balance. Today, we call it 
reading comprehension. Back then, it was brain temperature 
management. Who knew Little Women came with a warning label? 

14. c) Drinking too much alcohol, which “ignited the body from 
within” 

In the 1700s, it was believed that heavy drinking could cause the 
body to literally burst into flames. Some even dubbed it “the gin 
fire.” Today, we know that so-called spontaneous human combustion 

usually starts with an external source—like a dropped candle or 
cigarette—that ignites the clothing. The body then burns slowly like 
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a candle: fat as fuel, fabric as a wick. So yes, drink too much and 
your liver might suffer—but if you catch fire, blame the spark, not 
the gin. 

15. a) Underground gas pockets exploding like cannons 

Before the theory of plate tectonics, scientists scrambled for answers 
to explain why the ground shook. One popular idea? That vast 
pockets of combustible gas built up beneath the Earth’s surface and, 
when ignited, exploded—causing tremors. The sound, fire, and 
sudden shaking all seemed to fit the narrative. Some even blamed 
volcanoes for “lighting the fuse.” Today we know it’s tectonic stress, 
not gas fireworks—but in the 1800s, geology came with a bang. 
Literally. 

16. c) Sleeping under the stars without a hat 

In the 1600s, some Europeans believed freckles formed when 
moonlight or starlight touched bare skin at night—especially on the 
face. This led to the custom of sleeping with a cap or bonnet, even 
during warm months. Others warned that freckles could be signs of 
“impure blood” or astrological imbalance. Sunscreen didn’t exist, 
and UV rays weren’t part of the picture yet—just the stars, your 
forehead, and a very judgmental sky. The solution? Sleep with style. 
And a hat. 

17. b) Worms living inside the teeth 

The “tooth worm” theory was a widespread belief in medieval 
Europe and parts of Asia. People thought tiny worms burrowed into 
teeth, causing pain as they squirmed. Some remedies involved 
smoking herbs or applying heated metal to “draw the worm out.” 
Incredibly, the idea persisted until the 1700s—even appearing in 
medical texts. X-rays later proved there were no worms, just decay. 
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But for centuries, toothaches weren’t dental issues—they were 
unwanted guests wriggling in your molars. Bon appé-teeth? 

18. a) That the moon was being swallowed by a celestial dragon 

In ancient China, eclipses were seen as cosmic attacks. It was widely 
believed that a giant sky dragon was eating the moon, and the only 
way to stop it was to make noise—banging drums, pots, or even 
shouting at the sky. Variations of this myth existed in parts of Europe, 
South Asia, and South America. The dragon changed names, but 
the fear remained. Today we bring out telescopes for eclipses. Back 
then, it was pots, pans, and panic. 

19. a) Barnacle-covered driftwood floating in the sea 

For centuries, Europeans—especially in medieval and Renaissance 
times—believed that certain geese, like the barnacle goose, didn’t 
hatch from eggs. Instead, they were thought to grow from barnacles 
attached to floating logs, explaining why no one had seen their nests. 
This belief was so widespread that some even classified the birds as 
“fish,” making them acceptable to eat during Lent. It’s one of 
history’s more poetic errors: birds not of a feather, but of a plank. 

20. b) That the spot was sacred and should never be touched 

To the ancient Greeks, a lightning strike wasn’t destruction—it was 
a divine mark. A bolt from Zeus meant the location was now holy, 
even if it hit a rock or a tree. These “thunderstruck sites” were often 
fenced off and turned into shrines, complete with offerings and 
rituals. Tampering with them was considered dangerous. So while 
today we avoid lightning for safety, the Greeks avoided it out of 
reverence. Call it real estate blessed by thunder. 
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Belief Is a Hell of a Drug 

Before you go blaming your headache on moonbeams or your 
freckles on evil figs, here’s your survival guide to humanity’s greatest 
historical “oops” moments: 

– Don’t brush your teeth with ancient Roman mouthwash—unless 
you enjoy eau de urine. 

– Don’t try to revive anyone with a tobacco bellows. Especially not 
from behind. 

– Don’t fear the ficus. It’s not stealing your oxygen. Just your 
dignity when you faint in front of it. 

– Don’t cover your mirrors at night unless you're cool with 
ghosts… or historical overreacting. 

– Don’t assume geese grow on driftwood. They’ve got nests. You 
just weren’t invited. 

– Don’t try to treat asthma with cigarettes. You’ll breathe easier 
by not breathing that. 

– Don’t trust tight boots to cure immoral thoughts. Therapy 
works better. So do snacks. 

– Don’t take fashion advice from the Renaissance unless 
blindness is your vibe. 

– Don’t yell at the eclipse. The dragon’s not real. Your neighbors 
are. 

– And for the love of science, don’t diagnose earthquakes with 
exploding gas and underground thunderstorms. Call a 
geologist—not a poet. 

Weird beliefs once passed as “common sense.” It took centuries—
and a speared stork or two—to fix that. So maybe double-check 
before you trust. History gets rewritten by the confused. 
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CHAPTER 6 

History Gets Weird 

 

Strange Conflicts, Odd Rulings, and the Wildest 
Rulers in History 

History often presents itself as a clean timeline—an orderly 
sequence of empires, treaties, and pivotal dates—but look a little 
closer, and the whole thing starts to fray at the edges. What begins 
as a tale of dynasties and declarations quickly veers into stories of 
rulers who banned entire words, nations that rearranged time itself 
for tourism, and political leaders who genuinely believed they could 
shoot cannons into the sky to make it rain. Order, as it turns out, has 
always had a wild side. 

Consider Bhutan, a quiet Himalayan kingdom that resisted the pull 
of modern technology well into the 1990s. Until 1999, there was no 
television, no internet—just a royal decree that happiness might be 
better preserved without too many channels. When King Jigme 
Singye Wangchuck finally allowed the screens to light up, it was 
with a warning: enjoy, but use with care. Bhutan became the last 
country on Earth to legalize TV, and suddenly the idea of explaining 
Netflix to someone who’d never seen a commercial became more 
than just a thought experiment—it was national policy. 

Far across the Pacific, the island nation of Kiribati faced a different 
kind of dilemma. Thanks to the peculiar shape of the International 
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Date Line, half the country greeted the new millennium a full day 
ahead of the other. President Teburoro Tito decided enough was 
enough. With the stroke of a map, he shifted time itself—redrawing 
the date line so that all his islands could celebrate the arrival of the 
year 2000 in unison. It worked. Tourism spiked, headlines followed, 
and one remote dot on the globe became the first to greet a brand-
new century. Turns out, time is bendable—at least if you're in 
charge of the borders. 

Diplomatic logic, too, has had its off days. When the 2010 Nobel 
Peace Prize was awarded to Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo, the 
Chinese government responded not just with harsh words, but with 
a quiet and curious act of culinary revenge. Norwegian salmon, 
previously a staple of elite Chinese dining, suddenly vanished from 
menus and markets across the country. Officially, there was no ban. 
Unofficially, fish had become a political pawn. Global affairs can be 
delicate—especially when fillets are involved. 

In Haiti, the line between politics and mysticism blurred even 
further under the rule of François “Papa Doc” Duvalier. No 
ordinary despot, he dressed like the voodoo spirit Baron Samedi—
complete with dark glasses, top hat, and an aura of the undead. He 
claimed supernatural powers, banned all talk of his death, and ruled 
not just by fear, but by superstition. The myth eventually ended, of 
course, as all myths do, but not before an entire nation learned that 
curses could carry the weight of law. 

Still, even among the world’s most bizarre rulers, few rival the tragic 
surrealism of Francisco Macías Nguema, the iron-fisted dictator of 
Equatorial Guinea during the 1970s. What began as paranoia 
quickly calcified into doctrine: schools were closed, libraries were 
emptied, and the word “intellectual” itself was outlawed. Citizens 
were forced to hang portraits of him in their homes while public 
gatherings devolved into mandatory praise sessions. His ministers 
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believed he could read minds. His people were told he would never 
die. A third of the country’s population fled into exile, and those who 
stayed were expected to treat silence as obedience and ignorance as 
faith. But immortality, even for self-proclaimed gods, has its limits. 
In 1979, his own nephew staged a coup, ending the reign of a man 
who had tried to ban education, language, and logic all at once—
and failed only because reality, eventually, pushed back. 

So yes, history gets weird. And the weirder it gets, the more you start 
to realize that power doesn’t always come wrapped in reason. 
Sometimes, it wears a top hat, redraws the calendar, or quietly 
disappears your salmon. And sometimes, it lives long enough to 
believe its own mythology—until history, stubborn and unblinking, 
reminds us that no throne is stranger than the one built on fear, fish, 
and fantasy. 
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The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. What has the self-declared Principality of Sealand claimed 
since 1967? 

a) That it was briefly at war with Germany over a diplomatic 
dispute  

b) That its national anthem was co-written by a former Beatle 
c) That it applied to join NATO as a maritime member state 

2. What unusual method did a British dominion use in the 
1930s to deal with an unexpected animal invasion? 

a) Dropping poisoned grain near nesting areas to curb the 
population 

b) Offering a bounty for feathers, which triggered a black-market 
hunting surge 

c) Sending troops with machine guns to chase down birds 

3. What unusual tax policy did Peter the Great enforce to 
modernize Russia? 

a) He imposed a beard tax to encourage Western-style grooming 
b) He taxed shoes made of felt to push citizens toward leather 

imports 
c) He charged a yearly fee for speaking any language other than 

Russian in public 
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4. What odd method did Roman Emperor Elagabalus use to 
choose his dinner guests? 

a) He spun a wheel with names of senators and gladiators alike 
b) He invited people based on their hairstyle, changing criteria 

daily 
c) He released snakes into crowds and invited those who didn’t run 

5. What unusual experiment did King Gustav III of Sweden 
conduct to prove coffee was dangerous? 

a) He mandated daily coffee consumption in several hospitals to 
observe long-term health effects 

b) He forced identical twins to drink coffee and tea daily under 
medical supervision 

c) He made prisoners drink coffee after intense exercise to see if it 
triggered heart problems 

6. What unusual solution was used to resolve the border dispute 
over Hans Island between Denmark and Canada? 

a) Each side took turns placing their national flag and a bottle of 
liquor on the island 

b) The island was split down the middle with a painted line and 
motion sensors 

c) A rotating schedule allowed each country to control the island 
for 6 months a year 

7. What odd tactic did Spain and Portugal use in the 20th 
century to dispute control of a small border town? 

a) They held an annual tug-of-war match across a river with the 
winner claiming temporary rights 

b) They both appointed mayors to the town, who ignored each 
other and governed in parallel 
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c) They avoided official conflict by quietly sharing the town 
without signing any treaty 

8. What eccentric act did Emperor Nero reportedly perform 
during the Great Fire of Rome? 

a) He attempted to douse flames with barrels of imported wine 
b) He staged a private concert while the city burned 
c) He ordered that the ashes be used to fertilize his private 

gardens 

9. What caused a brief naval clash between Chile and Argentina 
in 1978? 

a) A dispute over three tiny, uninhabited islands at the tip of 
South America 

b) A miscommunication involving a soccer match and national 
anthems 

c) A fishing boat accidentally entering a restricted harbor during a 
regatta 

10. What strange thing did Joshua Norton, the self-declared 
“Emperor of the United States,” once do during a political 
crisis? 

a) He demanded Congress dissolve and start over—with him as 
moderator 

b) He issued a royal decree banning the word “California” until 
further notice 

c) He challenged Abraham Lincoln to a public debate in a San 
Francisco saloon 
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11. What strange method did President John Quincy Adams use 
to get congressional funding for a scientific expedition? 

a) He disguised the mission as a trade voyage to avoid debate 
b) He claimed it was necessary to prove the Earth was hollow and 

had an inner civilization 
c) He convinced Congress that the expedition would help locate 

Noah’s Ark 

12. What led to a short-lived “micronation” declared by an 
Australian farmer in 1970? 

a) A protest against the Queen’s failure to protect his land from a 
plague of locusts 

b) A dispute over wheat quotas that made him secede and crown 
himself prince 

c) A mining company’s refusal to pay royalties, prompting him to 
issue his own currency 

13. What absurd method did a South American dictator use to 
prove his “divine” power during a drought? 

a) He imported ice from Antarctica and dumped it into a dried-up 
river 

b) He paraded a statue of himself on a boat, demanding the 
clouds obey 

c) He ordered his army to fire cannons at the sky to force it to 
rain 

14. What bizarre rule did Turkmenistan’s president Saparmurat 
Niyazov enforce about ballet and opera? 

a) All performances had to include a scene praising his 
autobiography 

b) He banned both art forms entirely for being “un-Turkmen” 
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c) He replaced classical scripts with traditional fairy tales 
rewritten in his honor 

15. What outrageous claim did North Korean state media make 
about Kim Jong Il’s first time golfing? 

a) He played barefoot to “honor the spirit of the mountain” and 
still won 

b) He hit 18 birdies in 18 holes and retired from golf 
immediately 

c) He used a golden club and declared the ball “moved by the 
people’s will” 

16. What strange habit did Ugandan dictator Idi Amin 
reportedly have when dealing with foreign diplomats? 

a) He swam with crocodiles to impress them before meetings 
b) He forced them to watch him eat entire pineapples without 

utensils 
c) He greeted each one by guessing their weight and offering diet 

tips 

17. What unusual national policy did Muammar Gaddafi 
implement based on his personal preferences? 

a) He banned all elevators in public buildings taller than four 
stories 

b) He made it illegal to sell Pepsi, claiming the bubbles were 
“imperialist” 

c) He required citizens to study his handwritten manifesto before 
marriage 
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18. What unusual move did Costa Rica make in 2010 during a 
border dispute with Nicaragua over land near the San Juan River? 

a) It accidentally invaded Nicaragua because of a mistake on 
Google Maps 

b) It issued a national contest to rename the river in exchange for 
peace 

c) It flooded the area with tourism ads promoting “shared 
serenity” 

19. What Cold War-era diplomatic issue almost escalated due to 
stray cats? 

a) The U.S. embassy in Moscow accused the Soviets of training 
cats as surveillance devices 

b) The Dutch embassy in Moscow claimed Soviet cats were being 
used to spread fleas as sabotage 

c) The British embassy in East Berlin adopted local strays, which 
were later declared enemy property 

20. What strange proposal did President Richard Nixon 
seriously consider during the Vietnam War? 

a) Dropping nuclear bombs near the border as a “warning shot” 
b) Deploying tactical gas bombs with colored smoke to simulate 

supernatural forces 
c) Launching a naval blockade disguised as a humanitarian 

mission to confuse the press 
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Behind the Facts: This Is Why We 
Can’t Have Normal Empires 

 

1. a) That it was briefly at war with Germany over a diplomatic 
dispute 

Sealand is a self-proclaimed “nation” founded in 1967 on an 
abandoned British sea fort. It boasts a flag, currency, constitution, 
and even a prince. One of its wildest claims? That it engaged in an 
armed standoff with German “diplomats,” which they interpret as a 
legitimate act of war. The UK doesn’t recognize Sealand—but that 
hasn’t stopped it from selling citizenships and noble titles. Turns out 
all you really need to start a country is a bold dream, a concrete 
platform, and a whole lot of confidence. 

2. c) Sending troops with machine guns to chase down birds 

In 1932, Australia, then part of the British Empire, faced a strange 
problem: thousands of emus were rampaging through farmland in 
Western Australia. Rather than turning to fencing or wildlife experts, 
the government sent soldiers armed with Lewis machine guns. But 
the birds proved too quick and elusive—often vanishing before a 
shot could be fired. After days of chasing them across the plains, the 
mission was abandoned. The Emu War ended not with victory, but 
with a retreat… and a flock of undefeated birds. 

3. a) He imposed a beard tax to encourage Western-style 
grooming 

In 1698, Tsar Peter the Great launched a modernization campaign 
after visiting Western Europe. Determined to make Russians look 
more “civilized,” he taxed facial hair. Anyone keeping a beard had 
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to pay a fee and carry a token—often engraved with “The beard is a 
superfluous burden.” This wasn’t just style enforcement—it was 
state-sponsored shaving. In a sense, Peter’s war on beards was 
history’s first grooming mandate backed by imperial receipts. 

4. b) He invited people based on their hairstyle, changing 
criteria daily 

While it’s true that Elagabalus once released snakes during dinner 
to terrify guests, that wasn’t how he chose them. The Roman 
emperor (ruling from 218 to 222 CE) picked companions based on 
superficial traits—like hairstyles, shoe color, nose shape, or laugh 
style. One night might be for bald men, another for those with 
extravagant curls. It wasn’t about politics—it was fashion roulette. 
His reign didn’t last long, but his dinner parties were 
unforgettable… in the most bizarre way. 

5. b) He forced identical twins to drink coffee and tea daily 
under medical supervision 

In the 18th century, Sweden’s King Gustav III believed coffee was 
dangerous. To prove it, he spared a pair of identical twins from 
execution—on the condition that one drink three pots of coffee 
every day, and the other the same amount of tea. Royal physicians 
monitored their health, but Gustav was assassinated in 1792 before 
the experiment concluded. The tea drinker died at 83. The coffee 
drinker outlived both doctors. So no, coffee wasn’t poison—unless 
immortality was a side effect. 
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6. a) Each side took turns placing their national flag and a bottle 
of liquor on the island 

Hans Island, a small uninhabited rock between Greenland 
(Denmark) and Canada, was the subject of a quirky “whiskey war” 
for decades. Instead of actual conflict, both countries periodically 
visited the island, removed the other’s flag, raised their own, and left 
behind bottles of Canadian whisky or Danish schnapps. This 
lighthearted exchange went on for nearly 50 years until they 
officially split the island in 2022. It might be the only war where the 
casualties were... alcoholic calories. 

7. c) They avoided official conflict by quietly sharing the town 
without signing any treaty 

The town of Olivenza has been contested between Spain and 
Portugal since the early 1800s. But instead of war or formal 
resolution, the two countries took an unusual path: neither officially 

conceded, and neither pressed the issue. Spain administers the town, 
but Portugal still shows it on official maps as its own. Residents carry 
Spanish IDs, but live in quiet ambiguity. It's possibly the calmest 
unresolved territorial dispute in Europe—where ignoring the issue 
became the solution. 

8. b) He staged a private concert while the city burned 

Though popular legend claims Nero “fiddled while Rome burned” 
in 64 CE, it’s almost certainly not true—mainly because the fiddle 
(or violin) didn’t exist yet. The more historically supported version 
is that he sang and played the lyre, performing a dramatic 
composition inspired by the fall of Troy. According to ancient 
historians like Tacitus and Suetonius, Nero saw the fire not as a crisis 
but as a performance opportunity. Later, he used the destroyed area 
to build his lavish Golden House. Did he set the fire? Unclear. But 
turning tragedy into theater? Classic Nero. 
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9. a) A dispute over three tiny, uninhabited islands at the tip of 
South America 

In 1978, Chile and Argentina nearly went to war over the Picton, 
Lennox, and Nueva islands—three barren, wind-blasted rocks near 
Cape Horn. Both nations claimed sovereignty based on ambiguous 
treaty wording, and mobilized troops and ships for confrontation. 
The standoff, known as the Beagle Conflict, escalated until Pope 
John Paul II intervened as a mediator. His efforts defused the crisis, 
proving that sometimes it takes a pope to stop a war over islands no 
one lives on. 

10. a) He demanded Congress dissolve and start over—with him 
as moderator 

In 1859, Joshua Norton, a bankrupt businessman from San 
Francisco, declared himself “Emperor of the United States.” 
Though clearly unofficial, he was beloved by locals and treated with 
mock-serious respect. When political tensions rose in the country, 
Norton issued a proclamation ordering Congress to disband 
immediately, proposing himself as neutral arbiter for national affairs. 
Newspapers printed his decrees, and restaurants accepted his self-
made currency. In a divided nation, he was the unlikeliest—and 
most charmingly ignored—monarch in history. 

11. b) He claimed it was necessary to prove the Earth was hollow 
and had an inner civilization 

In the 1820s, President John Quincy Adams expressed interest in 
Arctic exploration. One of the more unusual proposals came from 
John Cleves Symmes Jr., who promoted the Hollow Earth theory—
the idea that the planet was hollow and inhabited inside. While 
there’s no hard evidence that Adams personally believed this, he 
reportedly supported Symmes’s expedition for its scientific potential. 
Congress ultimately said no, but the episode remains one of the 
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strangest collisions between presidential curiosity and speculative 
science. For Adams, progress apparently meant digging deep—
politically and literally. 

12. b) A dispute over wheat quotas that made him secede and 
crown himself prince 

In 1970, farmer Leonard Casley of Western Australia declared his 
land independent from the country, founding the “Principality of 
Hutt River.” The reason? A disagreement with the government over 

strict wheat production limits. Casley, frustrated by bureaucracy, 
proclaimed himself “Prince Leonard” and operated as a self-declared 
head of state—complete with stamps, currency, and foreign 
“embassies.” The micronation lasted over 45 years. As protest strategies 

go, founding your own country is definitely… over the quota. 
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13. c) He ordered his army to fire cannons at the sky to force it to 
rain 

During the 1860s, Venezuelan president and self-proclaimed 
“Supreme Commander” Antonio Guzmán Blanco faced a severe 
drought. Convinced that force could persuade nature, he ordered 
military units to shoot cannons into the sky to “break up” the clouds 
and “release” the rain. Unsurprisingly, the clouds were not 
impressed. The rains didn’t come, but the absurdity made history —
proof that when it comes to weather control, artillery might not be 
the answer. 

14. b) He banned both art forms entirely for being “un-Turkmen” 

Saparmurat Niyazov, who ruled Turkmenistan from 1991 until his 
death in 2006, was known for his extreme cult of personality. Among 
his more surreal decisions was banning ballet and opera altogether, 
claiming they were incompatible with Turkmen culture. He also 
renamed months after his family members and required his book, 
Ruhnama, to be displayed in mosques. As far as authoritarian 
absurdity goes, Niyazov turned national policy into a personal 
scrapbook—with no music or pirouettes allowed. 

15. b) He hit 18 birdies in 18 holes and retired from golf 
immediately 

According to North Korean state media, Kim Jong Il’s very first 
round of golf at the Pyongyang Country Club ended with a score of 
38 under par—including 11 holes-in-one. Witnesses (reportedly 17 
bodyguards) “confirmed” the feat, after which Kim supposedly 
declared golf too easy and never played again. International 
observers weren’t invited, and no footage exists—perhaps because 
even propaganda has limits when it tees off that hard. 
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16. a) He swam with crocodiles to impress them before meetings 

Idi Amin, Uganda’s brutal and eccentric ruler during the 1970s, was 
known for theatrical displays of dominance. According to some 
accounts, he once shocked foreign diplomats by jumping into 
crocodile-infested waters near his residence and swimming laps. 
Whether this actually happened—or was staged for dramatic 
effect—remains unclear. But given Amin’s flair for fear, nobody 
dared to call his bluff. When your president might be showing off to 
reptiles, diplomacy officially goes... cold-blooded. 

17. b) He made it illegal to sell Pepsi, claiming the bubbles were 
“imperialist” 

During his rule in Libya, Muammar Gaddafi developed a deep 
suspicion of Western consumer products. Among his stranger 
policies was banning Pepsi, which he reportedly viewed as a symbol 
of American capitalism and cultural manipulation. While there’s no 
confirmed quote about the “imperialist bubbles,” the soda stayed 
banned for years—unlike Coca-Cola, which was eventually allowed 
back under certain conditions. In Gaddafi’s Libya, even fizzy drinks 
weren’t safe from ideology. 

18. a) It accidentally invaded Nicaragua because of a mistake on 
Google Maps 

In 2010, during a tense border dispute near the San Juan River, 
Costa Rican troops set up camp in territory they believed was theirs. 
But they had used Google Maps to confirm the location—only to 
realize too late that the digital border was misaligned. Nicaragua 
protested the “invasion,” and the incident made headlines 
worldwide. The troops eventually withdrew, and Google corrected 
the map. In modern warfare, sometimes it’s not generals who move 
armies—it’s geotagging gone rogue. 
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19. a) The U.S. embassy in Moscow accused the Soviets of 
training cats as surveillance devices 

During the Cold War, U.S. diplomats in Moscow became 
suspicious of strange sounds and behavior inside the embassy. 
Among the more outlandish suspicions? That stray cats roaming the 
compound were wired with listening devices. Though no bugged 
cats were found, the CIA did once experiment with “Acoustic Kitty,” 
an actual project to implant microphones into felines. The line 
between paranoia and reality blurred—because in Cold War 
espionage, even a purring friend might be a Soviet spy. 

20. a) Dropping nuclear bombs near the border as a “warning 
shot” 

In 1969, Richard Nixon and his national security advisor Henry 
Kissinger devised a strategy known as the “Madman Theory.” The 
idea? Convince North Vietnam that Nixon was irrational enough to 
use nuclear weapons. Documents later revealed that a limited 
nuclear strike near the Vietnamese border was actually considered 
—to frighten enemy forces without full escalation. Ultimately, it was 
rejected. Still, the fact that “casual nukes” made it into the meeting 
notes shows just how far political posturing can go when madness 
becomes a tactic. 

Not in the Textbooks 

Before you go rewriting the constitution, shooting at clouds, or 
founding your own kingdom in the backyard, here’s a crash course 
in what not to do if you value logic, peace, or credibility: 

– Don’t ban the word “intellectual” unless you also shut down all 
the schools. 

– Don’t settle bird problems with machine guns. The emus will 
win. 
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– Don’t declare yourself Emperor unless you have a currency, a 
cape, and a city that plays along. 

– Don’t trust time zones. Ask Kiribati. 

– Don’t mix golf with propaganda unless you plan to retire at 18-
under-par. 

– Don’t let fish ruin foreign policy—salmon is not a diplomatic 
tool. 

– Don’t ban ballet to seem tough. It just makes the pirouettes 
angrier. 

– Don’t base invasions on Google Maps. Or Wikipedia. Or vibes. 

– Don’t fire cannons at the sky. Weather doesn't respond well to 
threats. 

– And please—don’t use cats as espionage devices. They have their 
own agenda. 

It’s easy to think of history as a straight line of progress—but then 
come the detours, the tantrums, the wigs, and the war over 
uninhabited islands. The truth is, power doesn’t always come with 
wisdom. Sometimes it comes with karaoke, paranoia, and a deeply 
personal hatred of coffee. 

So if this chapter taught us anything, it’s that history isn’t just written 
by the victors—it’s also edited by the eccentrics. And thank goodness 
for that, because without them, textbooks would be a lot shorter… 
and much less fun. 
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CHAPTER 7 

Floating Things 

 

What Floats, What Flops, and What Shouldn’t Be 
Floating at All 

The ocean has a habit of returning what it takes—sometimes with 
barnacles, sometimes with stories. While most beachgoers expect 
little more than sunburns, seaweed, and the occasional inflatable 
flamingo, the world’s waterways occasionally deliver objects so 
bizarre, so stubbornly real, that they defy logic and drift straight into 
legend. 

In 2023, after heavy flooding in Nova Scotia, an entire wooden 
house broke free from its foundation and floated downstream like a 
suburban ark. It traveled nearly 400 feet before lodging perfectly 
between two trees, upright and eerily undamaged, as if parked there 

on purpose by a particularly ambitious lumberjack. Emergency 

responders searched the home for survivors but found only muddy 
footprints and a couch that had somehow stayed bolted in place. 
The house became a minor tourist attraction, drawing crowds of 
curious onlookers and more than a few unsolicited offers from 
people willing to buy “the miracle raft-home.” 

Years earlier, an oil tanker called Tamaya 1 washed ashore in 
Liberia—completely abandoned. The wheelhouse was scorched, 
the paperwork torched, and the lifeboats gone without explanation. 
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No distress calls had been issued. No crew was ever found. Theories 
of piracy, mutiny, or technical malfunction swirled like ocean 
currents, but nothing conclusive ever surfaced. The ship was 
eventually dismantled, though the mystery of how it arrived intact 
and alone still lingers like a salt-soaked ghost story whispered along 
the coast. 

In 2018, the sea offered another surprise near Myanmar—a 580-foot 
cargo ship that hadn’t been seen for nearly a decade turned up 
drifting offshore. It had broken loose while being towed and 
apparently decided to finish its voyage solo. Locals assumed it was 
still operational until they climbed aboard and discovered a fully 
intact vessel… with no one on it. It was as if a floating hotel had set 
sail, fired its staff, and then forgotten to book any guests. 

Even the fruit aisle isn’t safe from maritime absurdity. In 2007, a 
storm in the North Sea caused a container ship to lose part of its 
cargo, unleashing thousands of green Cuban bananas onto the 
beaches of two small Dutch islands. Locals awoke to coastlines 
littered with fresh fruit. Zoo officials scrambled to make use of the 
bounty, while beachgoers filled bags with produce that had quite 
literally gone with the current. One resident reportedly joked that 
all they needed now was a crate of monkeys to make the scene 
complete. 

But among all the tales of runaway houses, vanishing sailors, and 
transatlantic bananas, perhaps the most quietly magical of them all 
began with a child, a coastline, and a bottle. In the year 2000, eight-
year-old Lexi Ploc-Canning stood on the rocky shore of 
Newfoundland, clutching a small glass container in her hand. Inside 
was a handwritten note, sealed and hopeful. She tossed it into the 
Atlantic and watched it disappear—imagining, as many kids do, that 
pirates or sea adventurers might one day find it. Then she grew up 
and forgot it ever happened. 
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Two decades later and thousands of miles away, Aoife and Tom 
Bourke were walking with their children along Bertra Beach in 
County Mayo, Ireland, when they spotted something glinting in the 
sand. It was Lexi’s bottle—still intact, still carrying her message. The 
handwriting was weather-worn but legible, and thanks to the 
wonders of social media, the Bourkes tracked her down. Now an 
adult living in Ontario, Lexi was stunned by the discovery, especially 
as it came just weeks after she’d been reflecting on the memory of 
her late grandparents. She flew to Ireland, visited the beach, and 
stood silently for a long moment where her childhood words had 
landed. “It felt like something out of a dream,” she later said. “A 
reminder that magic follows us, wherever we go.” 
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The townspeople welcomed her warmly, even organizing a small 
celebration. A lifelong animal lover, Lexi said she felt so at peace in 
Mayo that she now dreams of returning one day to open an animal 
rescue farm. What began as a child’s passing curiosity had become 
a time capsule, a transoceanic letter, and—just maybe—a reminder 
that not all messages drift away unnoticed. 

So before we get swept away by any more rogue furniture or banana 
tides, let’s plunge into the quiz and explore just how strange the 
world of floating things can get. 
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The Trivia Trap Quiz 
 

1. What unusual floating sculpture did artist Jason deCaires 
Taylor install off the coast of Mexico? 

a) A submerged plaza of oversized bathroom fixtures arranged 
like a sunken home 

b) A series of life-sized human figures placed underwater, 
forming a mysterious artificial reef 

c) A slow-turning circular platform featuring abstract food 
sculptures drifting with the current 

2. What was Google’s mysterious floating barge in San 
Francisco Bay actually intended for? 

a) A top-secret floating party platform 
b) A demo showroom for Google Glass  
c) A solar-powered floating data center 

3. What bizarre object kept washing up for decades on the coast 
of Brittany, France, baffling locals? 

a) Garfield-shaped landline phones 
b) Singing wall-mounted fish that activated on water contact 
c) Plastic lobsters made for upscale restaurant displays 

4. What surreal scene did ferry workers near a Greek coastal 
town witness in 2020? 

a) A small dog steering a half-deflated motorboat 
b) A family of goats floating on a wooden pallet 
c) A young girl calmly riding a unicorn 
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5. What kind of watercraft was used to cross the English 
Channel using only solar power in 2007? 

a) A trimaran built from recycled water bottles 
b) A catamaran powered by solar panels and made of lightweight 

carbon fiber  
c) A wooden canoe with mirrored sails to reflect sunlight 

6. What strange floating object led to a criminal investigation in 
Oregon in 2012? 

a) A full-sized vending machine drifting in a reservoir 
b) A floating billboard featuring a local politician in a swimsuit 
c) A mysterious 20-foot dock segment covered in barnacles and sea 

life 

7. Which of these unlikely floating contraptions actually played 
a key role in launching satellites into orbit? 

a) A cargo barge once used to ship circus animals across oceans, 
later converted into a launch pad 

b) An abandoned oil platform repurposed as a launch site by a 
private space venture 

c) A modified whale-watching vessel retrofitted with satellite 
boosters by freelance engineers 

8. What unexpected item became a popular mode of 
transportation during Venice’s severe flooding in 2019? 

a) An inflatable flamingo typically used in swimming pools 
b) A floating mattress that people paddled with shovels  
c) A series of cafeteria trays tied together with string 
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9. Eating which of the following on a boat is considered bad 
luck by many fishermen? 

a) A beef burger—because it “attracts sharks” 
b) A banana pancake—because it scares the fish away 
c) Clam chowder—because it’s said to summon storms 

10. What floating object holds the record for the longest 
continuous ocean drift without human control? 

a) A rogue life raft lost after a cruise ship incident 
b) A GPS-equipped soccer ball launched by schoolchildren 
c) A weather-monitoring buoy that drifted across three oceans 

11. What unusual method did the Allies use to secretly transport 
fuel across the English Channel during World War II? 

a) They trained sea lions to haul floating barrels 
b) They built floating tanker ships disguised as fishing boats 
c) They laid underwater fuel pipelines that started on floating 

platforms 

12. Which unusual oceanic discovery surprised researchers 
studying marine life far from land? 

a) A tangled mass of discarded fishing gear that began attracting 
nesting seabirds 

b) A plastic debris colony where coastal species now live 
permanently  

c) A floating cluster of coconut husks and driftwood carrying 
invasive insects across oceans 
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13. What strange object did Canadian researchers float down 
rivers in the 1970s to study water currents? 

a) Dozens of plastic lunch trays fitted with contact labels 
b) Thousands of wooden popsicle sticks stamped with tracking 

codes  
c) Waterproofed tennis balls with holes to mimic eddies 

14. Which seemingly absurd cruise ship activity actually began 
as a serious military training tool? 

a) A vertical wind tunnel that lets passengers simulate freefall 
without a parachute 

b) A watertight escape capsule where guests reenact submarine 
evacuations 

c) A helmeted slingshot ride designed to mimic the chaos of a 
combat landing 

15. What type of boat did a Swedish man attempt to sail to the 
United States in—twice—before needing rescue both times? 

a) A pedal-powered barrel with a flag 
b) A giant homemade swan boat 
c) A floating hamster wheel made of plastic tubing  

16. What floating platform was constructed in Italy in 2016 to 
let visitors “walk on water”? 

a) A hidden plexiglass path just below the surface 
b) A floating trampoline highway for public art 
c) A 2-mile-long walkway of plastic cubes covered in fabric, 

anchored to the lakebed  

 

Rev
iew

 C
op

y –
 N

ot
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

ion
■
© A

lec
 S

an
de

rs
 –

 Ju
ly 

20
25



 

127 

17. What did researchers use in the 1990s to study ocean drift—
and ended up tracking for years? 

a) Waterproof camera gear from lost cargo 
b) Plastic snow shovels lost in the North Pacific 
c) Athletic shoes spilled at sea and tracked across the Pacific 

18. What was the world's largest floating structure ever built (as 
of 2023)? 

a) A floating wind farm off the coast of Norway 
b) A mobile airport prototype built by Japan in the ’90s 
c) A floating liquefied natural gas facility nearly half a kilometer 

long 

19. What did a Scottish town launch into a canal in 2014 as 
part of a tourism campaign? 

a) A floating snack bar shaped like a giant bagpipe that played 
music while serving tea 

b) A miniature ferry service operated by schoolchildren using 
radio controls 

c) A floating water taxi shaped like a bright yellow rubber duck 

20. What unexpected event turned a Caribbean vacation aboard 
the Carnival Triumph into a floating disaster zone in 2013? 

a) A power failure that left the ship adrift without plumbing or air 
conditioning 

b) A dessert station explosion that sprayed crème brûlée across the 
entire third deck 

c) A fuel mix-up that forced the crew to sail using emergency sails 
and oars 
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Behind the Facts: Buoyancy Not 
Included 

 

1.  b) A series of life-sized human figures placed underwater, 
forming a mysterious artificial reef 

British artist Jason deCaires Taylor created an underwater 
installation near Cancún featuring over 500 life-sized concrete 
human figures. Submerged off the coast, these sculptures are 
designed to evolve—attracting coral, sponges, and marine life to 
transform into a living reef over time. The project merges art, 
ecology, and eeriness, turning the seafloor into a surreal ghost town 
with algae hair and fish roommates. It’s like a silent dinner party 
beneath the waves, and everyone’s invited…as long as they can hold 
their breath. 

2. b) A demo showroom for Google Glass 

n 2013, a mysterious barge owned by Google appeared in San 
Francisco Bay, immediately fueling rumors of secret labs, data 
centers, or floating party platforms. Speculation ran wild until it was 
revealed that the vessel was intended to be a high-tech showroom for 
Google Glass—complete with modular display rooms and high-end 
tech demos. But the plan sank in 2014 due to fire safety and zoning 
code violations. Turns out, even Silicon Valley can’t float past 
maritime regulations when the Coast Guard shows up with a 
clipboard. 
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3. a) Garfield-shaped landline phones 

For over 30 years, bright orange Garfield phones mysteriously 
appeared along the rocky shores of Brittany, France. No one knew 
where they came from, and the internet wasn't around to help—just 
wave after wave of smug cartoon cats lounging in the seaweed. The 
mystery sparked urban legends and local jokes until it was eventually 
solved. But for decades, it felt like the lasagna-loving feline had gone 
full Poseidon, showing up uninvited like a houseguest with terrible 
timing and an even worse ringtone. 

4. c) A young girl calmly riding a unicorn 

In August 2020, a 4-year-old girl was swept away by strong currents 
while floating on an inflatable unicorn at a beach in Antirrio, 
Greece. Panic ensued on shore, but hours later, a ferry crew spotted 
her calmly drifting over half a mile offshore—still perched on the 
unicorn, seemingly unfazed by the ordeal. The surreal rescue was 
caught on video and quickly went viral, reminding the world that 
not all heroes wear capes—some wear floaties. As for the unicorn, it 
remained the most majestic tugboat in Greek maritime history. 

5. b) A catamaran powered by solar panels and made of 
lightweight carbon fiber  

In 2007, the “Sun21” catamaran became the first vessel to cross the 
Atlantic using nothing but solar power. Built in Switzerland, the 
boat was equipped with photovoltaic panels and a lightweight, 
double-hull design to maximize energy efficiency. The voyage 
proved that clean energy could go the distance—literally—sparking 
interest in sustainable maritime tech. After completing the 7,000-
kilometer journey from Spain to the Caribbean, the vessel became 
a floating symbol of possibility. Turns out, with the right design, 
even crossing an ocean can run on sunshine and optimism. 
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6. c) A mysterious 20-foot dock segment covered in barnacles and 
sea life 

In 2012, a massive concrete dock mysteriously washed up on the 
Oregon coast—encrusted with barnacles, seaweed, and dozens of 
unfamiliar marine species. Authorities were puzzled until they 
linked the structure back to the 2011 tsunami in Japan. The dock 
had drifted over 5,000 miles across the Pacific Ocean, essentially 
becoming a floating ecosystem. Scientists issued biosecurity 
warnings about invasive species, while officials debated how to 
classify the object. It might be the only time a natural disaster sent a 
dock through international waters… and straight into paperwork. 

7. b) An abandoned oil platform repurposed as a launch site by a 
private space venture 

Sea Launch’s Odyssey platform started life as a Soviet oil rig and 
somehow ended up in the space business. After a full overhaul, it 
was used as a floating launch site for satellites—a strange mix of 
marine engineering and orbital ambition. It remains one of the 
weirdest examples of ocean infrastructure getting a second act: part 
oil, part science, and a whole lot of “who looked at this and thought, 
yeah, let’s strap a rocket to it.” 

8. b) A floating mattress that people paddled with shovels 

During the record-breaking acqua alta flood of 2019 in Venice, 
tourists and locals were spotted using everything from air mattresses 
to mop buckets to navigate submerged streets. One viral video 
showed two men paddling a mattress down a flooded alley using 
plastic shovels. It wasn’t elegant, but it was faster than wading—and 
significantly cheaper than a gondola. 
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9. b) A banana pancake—because it scares the fish away 

Sure, sharks probably wouldn’t turn down a good beef burger, and 
clam chowder might just make the storm feel cozier—but the real 
superstition among fishermen targets the humble banana. Whether 
it’s hiding in a pancake, lingering in your sunscreen scent, or printed 
on your boat shoes, bananas are considered seriously bad luck at sea. 
Some blame old shipwrecks, others blame venomous stowaways—
but when the fish stop biting and someone’s got a banana on board, 
there’s no doubt who gets the side-eye. Sorry, potassium. Tradition 
wins this round. 

10. c) A weather-monitoring buoy that drifted across three 
oceans 

One NOAA drifting buoy, initially deployed in the Pacific Ocean, 
went on an epic 13-year journey through the Indian and Atlantic 
Oceans, covering over 70,000 kilometers before it finally stopped 
transmitting. The buoy, tracked via satellite, delivered valuable 
oceanographic data the entire time—charting currents, 
temperatures, and salinity levels across three oceans. Scientists 
celebrated its longevity, calling it one of the most resilient data 
gatherers ever deployed. And though it’s no longer reporting in, it’s 
probably still out there… floating like the ocean’s version of a retired 
astronaut. 

11. c) They laid underwater fuel pipelines that started on 
floating platforms 

During World War II, the Allies launched a secret project called 
Operation PLUTO—short for Pipeline Under the Ocean—to 
supply fuel from Britain to France following the D-Day invasion. 
Using innovative engineering, they constructed flexible pipelines 
from floating docks, giant spools, and modified undersea cables, 
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then submerged them across the English Channel. At its peak, the 
system delivered over a million gallons of fuel per day to advancing 
Allied forces. It wasn’t flashy, but it was vital—arguably the most 
heroic plumbing project in human history. 

12. b) A plastic debris colony where coastal species now live 
permanently 

In 2021, marine biologists studying the Great Pacific Garbage Patch 

made a surprising discovery: coastal organisms like anemones, 
barnacles, and tiny crabs weren’t just hitching rides on plastic 
debris—they were thriving. These species, normally found on rocky 
shorelines, had formed stable, self-sustaining communities on 
floating trash thousands of miles from land. Scientists dubbed them 
“neopelagic” ecosystems, born entirely of human waste. It’s a strange 
twist of adaptation: nature colonizing the very pollution threatening 
it. Call it evolution’s most ironic real estate deal—life finds a way, 
even on a floating landfill. 

13. b) Thousands of wooden popsicle sticks stamped with 
tracking codes 

In the 1970s, Canadian hydrologists came up with a delightfully 
strange way to study river currents: they released over 100,000 
wooden popsicle sticks into waterways. Each stick was printed with 
a unique code and a mailing address, encouraging anyone who 
found one to send it back with the location and date. This low-tech 
approach allowed scientists to map current speed and direction with 
surprising accuracy. It was cheap, clever, and oddly charming —
because sometimes, tracking water flow just takes popsicle sticks and 
a whole lot of patience. 
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14. a) A vertical wind tunnel that lets passengers simulate 
freefall without a parachute 

The “RipCord by iFLY” wind tunnel on Royal Caribbean ships lets 
passengers float in a column of air like confused superheroes. But it 
began as a military training tool for paratroopers practicing indoor 
freefall. Designed for people jumping out of planes, it now 
entertains people jumping into vacation mode. It’s one of the only 
places where falling on your face is part of the experience—and 
oddly, a highlight of the cruise. 

15. c) A floating hamster wheel made of plastic tubing 

Reza Baluchi, an Iranian-American endurance athlete known for 
outrageous stunts, built a floating, human-powered “hamster wheel” 
to run from Florida to Bermuda—over open ocean. The homemade 
contraption looked like a cross between a science project and a bad 
idea. He attempted the journey multiple times, requiring Coast 
Guard rescues in both 2014 and 2021. Authorities warned him it 
was unsafe, but Baluchi remained determined. You can call it 
reckless or ridiculous—but it takes a special kind of persistence to 
try jogging across the Atlantic in a floating wheel. 

16. c) A 2-mile-long walkway of plastic cubes covered in fabric, 
anchored to the lakebed 

In 2016, artist Christo unveiled “The Floating Piers” on Italy’s Lake 
Iseo—a surreal walkway stretching over three kilometers across the 
water. Made from hundreds of thousands of buoyant polyethylene 
cubes and covered in bright orange fabric, the installation let visitors 
walk just above the lake’s surface. The artwork was open for only 16 
days, drawing over a million people who quite literally walked on 
art. It was temporary, yes—but the photos were stunning, the 
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experience unforgettable, and the sunburned feet? Well, those 
might still be recovering. 

17. c) Athletic shoes spilled at sea and tracked across the Pacific 

In 1990, a shipping container filled with athletic shoes fell overboard 
in the North Pacific. Oceanographers began tracking them as they 
started washing up from Canada to Hawaii. Because the shoes had 
distinct designs and production codes, they became ideal tools for 
studying current patterns. A shipping mishap turned into a scientific 
goldmine—though coastal cleanup crews were probably wondering 
why every beach suddenly looked like a one-footed jogging club 
reunion.  

18. c) A floating liquefied natural gas facility nearly half a 
kilometer long 

Shell’s “Prelude FLNG,” stationed off the coast of Australia, holds 
the title for the largest floating object ever built. At 488 meters (1,601 
feet) long and weighing over 600,000 tons, this behemoth processes 
natural gas entirely at sea—no land required. It’s essentially a 
floating industrial city, with its own power plant, crew 
accommodations, and production systems. Designed to operate for 
decades, Prelude never needs to dock. It just floats there, refining 
fuel in the middle of nowhere. Think of it as an energy 
megafactory... that’s also seaworthy. 

19. c) A floating water taxi shaped like a bright yellow rubber 
duck  

In 2014, the Scottish town of Falkirk unveiled “The Quack Taxi”—
a large, motorized boat shaped like a giant rubber duck, cruising the 
Forth and Clyde Canal. The goal was to promote the canal as a fun, 
family-friendly destination, and it worked: kids giggled, tourists 

Rev
iew

 C
op

y –
 N

ot
 fo

r D
ist

rib
ut

ion
■
© A

lec
 S

an
de

rs
 –

 Ju
ly 

20
25



 

135 

flocked, and social media quacked with delight. But not everyone 
was amused—some boat inspectors reportedly struggled to keep a 
straight face during safety checks. Because nothing says maritime 
innovation like obeying traffic rules inside a giant inflatable-looking 
bird. 

20 a) A power failure that left the ship adrift without plumbing 
or air conditioning 

In 2013, the Carnival Triumph suffered an engine room fire that cut 
off all power mid-cruise, stranding over 4,000 passengers in the Gulf 
of Mexico. With no electricity, no working toilets, and no A/C, the 
luxury liner descended into chaos. Sewage backed up, tents popped 
up on deck, and red biohazard bags were handed out for emergency 
bathroom use. The media quickly dubbed it the “Poop Cruise,” and 
survivors described the five-day ordeal as part Gilligan’s Island, part 
sanitation apocalypse. One thing’s for sure: what happened on that 
ship didn’t stay on that ship. 

Lost and Buoyant 

Before you ride a mattress through Venice or mistake a sea-drenched 
Garfield for a message from the gods, here’s your official flotation 
survival checklist: 

– Don’t trust anything inflatable to steer itself. Especially 
unicorns. 

– Don’t ignore a vending machine floating in a reservoir. It might 
be part of a crime scene—or a snack rescue mission. 

– Don’t send messages in bottles unless you’re emotionally 
prepared for a 24-year delay. 

– Don’t assume a ship has a crew just because it’s moving. Ghosts 
have schedules too. 
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– Don’t use bananas as beach décor. They rot faster than your 
optimism. 

– Don’t build a floating house based on beer crates unless you're 
okay with listing gently toward the absurd. 

– Don’t bring a swan-shaped boat to the Atlantic. It’s not a 
fairytale—it’s a Coast Guard call waiting to happen. 

– Don’t laugh at a mattress-paddler. He might be winning. 

– Don’t underestimate a rubber duck with a motor. It may be the 
only taxi that quacks back. 

– And for the love of seaworthiness, don’t drop your toolbox in 
space. Gravity won’t help you now. 

We laugh, but the ocean doesn’t. It just floats things—houses, 
bananas, vending machines, dreams—until they find somewhere (or 
someone) to land. Some of them bring data. Some bring legends. 
Some just bring wet socks and confusion. But one thing’s for sure: if 
it floats, it belongs in this chapter. And if it floats long enough, it 
probably has a story. 
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CHAPTER 8 

Law & Disorder 

 

The Legal, the Loony, and the Largely Unenforceable 

Laws, at their best, are meant to bring order to chaos, protect the 
public, and reflect a society’s values. But take a closer look and you’ll 
quickly discover that some rules seem less like legal safeguards and 
more like entries from a surrealist’s notebook. Somewhere in the 
books, it’s still technically illegal to tie your pet alligator to a fire 
hydrant in certain parts of the United States. Elsewhere, regulations 
govern the rights of ghosts, the walking schedules of dogs, and 
whether or not your child is allowed to be named Elvis. When order 
starts sounding like improv comedy, you begin to realize that what’s 
written into law often says more about a culture than any anthem or 
flag ever could. 

Consider Iceland, where the act of naming your newborn is not a 
private decision, but a public procedure. All first names must be 
approved by the Mannanafnanefnd, the country’s official Naming 
Committee, which evaluates whether a name can be naturally 
declined in Icelandic grammar. Anything too foreign, oddly spelled, 
or culturally out of sync is rejected. That means “Snorri” is fine, but 
“Elvis” required formal appeal. Bureaucracy, it seems, has an ear for 
phonetics. 
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In the Philippines, legality extends to your license plate. The 
government’s “Unified Vehicular Volume Reduction Program”—
also known as the color-coding scheme—prohibits vehicles from 
entering key roads on certain days, depending on the last digit of 
their plate number. It's designed to reduce the epic gridlock in cities 
like Manila, where traffic is both a nuisance and a national pastime. 
There are exemptions for electric vehicles and essential workers, but 
for most, even your car has a workweek. Miss your allowed day and 
you’ll pay—not just in time, but in fines. 

Meanwhile in Turin, Italy, dogs may have better labor protections 
than most humans. Local ordinances require owners to walk their 
dogs at least three times per day, with noncompliance risking fines 
of up to 500 euros. The initiative is part of a larger movement to 
combat animal cruelty and promote pet wellness. Authorities even 
encourage citizens to report under-walked canines. In Turin, 
neglecting a dog’s daily routine is more than just bad manners—it’s 
a civic offense. 

Other laws are rooted not in logistics, but in deep cultural reverence. 
In Thailand, all currency bears the image of the reigning monarch, 
a symbol considered sacred. Under strict lèse-majesté laws, even 
unintentional disrespect—such as stepping on a fallen coin—can be 
interpreted as a criminal insult, punishable by up to 15 years in 
prison. Since the feet are traditionally viewed as the lowest and least 
pure part of the body, standing on a banknote isn’t just careless—it’s 
sacrilege. In Bangkok, you might be better off letting that coin roll 
into the gutter and keeping your royal respect intact. 
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But for sheer, institutional absurdity, Florida remains unmatched. 
During the heyday of traveling circuses and small-town parades, 
elephants were common urban visitors—and like any proper guest, 
they needed a place to park. Enter one of the state’s most enduring 
bits of legal lore: if you tie your elephant to a parking meter, you’re 
required to pay the fee, just as if you had parked a Buick. Though 
rarely enforced (and possibly never formally codified), the rule 
lingers in legal folklore and municipal codes from cities like 
Sarasota, where the circus once reigned supreme. Bureaucracy, after 
all, has a long memory—and an even longer trunk. 

So yes, it’s unlikely you’ll get a ticket for forgetting your elephant’s 
change jar, but somewhere in the dusty ledgers of Florida law, the 
requirement still hums in the background, waiting for the day it’s 
needed again. And that’s the thing about laws: they reflect not just 
justice or order, but the quirks, contradictions, and downright 
weirdness of the people who wrote them. In the pages ahead, we’ll 
wade through the wildest, funniest, and most baffling rules ever put 
to paper—because when it comes to legislating human behavior, 
reality has never been the limit. 
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The Trivia Trap Quiz  
 

1. What strange rule exists in the town of Longyearbyen, 
Norway? 

a) All windows must face south to avoid bear attacks 
b) People must carry a snow shovel when outside after dark 
c) It’s illegal to die there due to frozen ground preventing burials 

2. What strange law existed in France until 2013 regarding 
deceased individuals? 

a) You could marry a dead person with presidential approval 
b) You had to bury your loved one within 24 hours, regardless of 

weather 
c) You were required to notify the church before cremation, even 

if atheist 

3. What absurd legal ruling once occurred in India involving a 
river? 

a) A sacred river was officially declared a legal person with the 
right to sue and be sued 

b) A judge banned swimming in the Ganges unless preceded by 
religious chanting 

c) A man was fined for polluting the Yamuna by washing his 
sacred cow in it 
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4. What unusual law is still technically active in Gainesville, 
Georgia? 

a) It's illegal to eat fried chicken with a fork 
b) All restaurants must serve sweet tea by default unless 

customers opt out 
c) Whistling after 10 p.m. is classified as “disturbing poultry” 

5. What everyday activity is strictly regulated in Singapore? 

a) Hanging wet laundry from windows facing government 
buildings 

b) Chewing gum, unless medically prescribed 
c) Using Wi-Fi outdoors after 10 p.m. in residential zones 

6. How did barbers in the Soviet Union reportedly deal with 
men who had long hair? 

a) They were pressured to cut it unless the client had artistic 
credentials 

b) They logged their names in KGB barber logs 
c) They required permission from local Party officials to proceed 

7. What unexpected item was once officially banned in Saudi 
Arabia? 

a) Teddy bears, due to their depiction of animals as toys 
b) All red clothing during Valentine's week 
c) Chess, for being associated with gambling and idleness 
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8. What unusual legal case involving witchcraft occurred in 
Zambia in 2024? 

a) Two men were arrested for allegedly using charms to harm the 
president 

b) A sorcerer was granted political asylum after claiming to 
predict elections 

c) A group of villagers sued a local chief for banning mirrors 
during eclipses 

9. What odd law was proposed in Uganda in 2014 as a way to 
regulate behavior? 

a) Banning public chewing of sugarcane due to its “suggestive 
crunch” 

b) Requiring all bicycles to be licensed and registered as motor 
vehicles 

c) Outlawing “miniskirt-like” clothing in media, music videos, 
and public spaces 

10. What peculiar law still exists in parts of Arizona regarding 
donkeys? 

a) Donkeys must wear reflective vests if left unattended after 
sunset 

b) It is illegal to let a donkey sleep in a bathtub 
c) Donkeys are required to be licensed if they live within 50 feet 

of a church 

11. What unusual rule once applied to monkeys in New Delhi, 
India? 

a) Monkeys could be officially hired as public security guards 
b) Monkeys had to be registered and photographed like residents 
c) Monkeys were required to wear diapers in public parks 
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12. What odd municipal rule exists in Capri, Italy, to preserve 
peace and quiet? 

a) Residents must silence wind chimes during siesta hours 
b) It's illegal to wear noisy flip-flops that "disturb the public 

tranquility" 
c) Tourists must sign a “quiet conduct” form upon arrival in 

summer months 

13. What unusual rule exists in Venice to preserve the city's 
image and traditions? 

a) Eating while walking through historic areas is forbidden 
b) Tourists must wear at least one item of traditional Venetian 

color (red or gold) on Sundays 
c) Rolling luggage is banned unless it has wheels made of wood 

or rubber 

14. What strange rule exists in North Korea regarding haircuts? 

a) Citizens must choose from a government-approved list of 
hairstyles 

b) Only married men over 30 are allowed to grow mustaches 
c) Hairdressers are required to play patriotic music during all 

appointments 

15. What strange law technically still exists in London’s 
Parliament buildings? 

a) It’s illegal to use more than three pens simultaneously in the 
House of Commons 

b) Dying inside Parliament entitles you to a state funeral 
c) Members of Parliament must swear an oath while holding a 

feather from the royal swan 
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16. What bizarre legal debate once occurred in Indiana in 
1897? 

a) A bill proposed banning the use of decimal points in public 
math education 

b) Lawmakers tried to legally redefine the value of pi to 3.2 
c) The state senate nearly outlawed multiplication tables above 

10×10 for “moral clarity” 

17. What unusual dining law once existed in parts of Bolivia? 

a) Restaurants had to provide coca tea with every meal, even 
breakfast 

b) It was illegal to serve soup after 8 p.m. due to “digestive 
disruption” 

c) Married women were only allowed to drink one glass of wine 
in public 

18. What strange wildlife law still exists in Alaska? 

a) It’s illegal to wake a bear for the purpose of taking a photo 
b) Moose must be referred to as “northern horses” in government 

documents 
c) Feeding squirrels in public parks requires a Class B wildlife 

permit 

19. What unusual electrical law once existed in Victoria, 
Australia? 

a) Only licensed electricians were allowed to change a 
household lightbulb 

b) Residents were required to report any changes to lighting 
fixtures during a home inspection 

c) Anyone replacing light switches had to take a government-
issued safety quiz 
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20. What strange noise-related law exists in some Swiss 
apartment buildings? 

a) Vacuuming is banned after 6 p.m. on weekdays 
b) Playing the piano is limited to three hours a day 
c) It’s illegal to flush the toilet after 10 p.m. in certain buildings 
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Behind the Facts: This Section May Be 
Illegal in Some Countries 

 

1. c) It’s illegal to die there due to frozen ground preventing 
burials 

Longyearbyen, a town on the Svalbard archipelago, has one of the 
strangest municipal rules on Earth: you’re not allowed to die there. 
The permafrost keeps bodies from decomposing, and viruses 
(including from the 1918 flu pandemic) have been found still active 
in exhumed remains. Anyone seriously ill is flown to the mainland. 
So yes, the local cemetery hasn’t accepted new tenants since the 
1950s. Paradise? Not exactly. But definitely no dying allowed. 

2. a) You could marry a dead person with presidential approval 

In France, posthumous marriage—mariage posthume—was legal 
under exceptional circumstances until 2013. It required proof of 
prior intent to marry and final approval from the president. The law 
originally aimed to honor soldiers who died in war before their 
weddings, but over time, it extended to cases involving car accidents, 
illness, and more. It was a rare but very real legal practice. Because 
nothing says “till death do us part” quite like signing the paperwork 
after the part where death already happened. 

3. a) A sacred river was officially declared a legal person with the 
right to sue and be sued 

In 2017, a court in the Indian state of Uttarakhand granted the 
Ganges and Yamuna rivers the status of legal persons to better 
protect them from pollution. This meant they could technically sue 
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polluters and be represented in court like a human. The ruling was 
later overturned by India’s Supreme Court, but for a brief moment, 
two rivers had more legal standing than most houseplants. Because 
sometimes justice isn’t blind—it’s soaking wet and flowing 
downstream. 

4. a) It's illegal to eat fried chicken with a fork 

In Gainesville, Georgia—proudly self-declared as the “Poultry 
Capital of the World”—a 1961 ordinance made it illegal to eat fried 
chicken with anything but your hands. Originally written as a 
tongue-in-cheek tribute to Southern culinary tradition, the law 
technically remains on the books. In 2009, a tourist was jokingly 
“arrested” for using a fork before the city let her off with a ceremonial 
pardon. In Gainesville, cutlery isn’t just unnecessary—it’s a crime 
against crispy. 

5. b) Chewing gum, unless medically prescribed 

Singapore is famous for its spotless streets—and infamous for its no-
nonsense laws. The chewing gum ban, introduced in 1992, was 
meant to stop costly messes from gum stuck to trains, elevators, and 
sidewalks. Since then, importing or selling gum has been illegal 
unless it’s for medical use like nicotine replacement—and even 
then, a prescription is required. Despite some easing over the years, 
the ban largely remains. In Singapore, dental hygiene is 
encouraged… just not at the expense of clean pavements. 

6. a) They were pressured to cut it unless the client had artistic 
credentials 

During certain periods in the USSR, especially in the 1960s–70s, 
long hair on men was viewed as a sign of Western rebellion. In cities 
like Minsk and Kiev, barbers were often pressured by local 
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authorities to cut the hair of long-haired clients—unless they could 
prove they were affiliated with a state-recognized cultural institution, 
like a conservatory or theater. It wasn’t official law, but it was close 
enough to a trim-mandate. In the Soviet Union, style could be 
subversive—and your bangs could get you banned. 

7. c) Chess, for being associated with gambling and idleness 

In 2016, Saudi Arabia’s Grand Mufti issued a fatwa declaring chess 
forbidden, calling it a waste of time and likening it to gambling. 
Though this was a religious ruling, not a national law, it influenced 
public attitudes and led to the cancellation of some chess events. 
The Mufti claimed the game distracted from religious duties and 
could stir arguments between players. While chess is still played 
today, especially online, the episode shows how even intellectual 
games can be cast as suspect when seen through a strict religious 
lens. 

8. а) Two men were arrested for allegedly using charms to harm 
the president 

In December 2024, two Zambian men were arrested for allegedly 
plotting to harm President Hakainde Hichilema through witchcraft. 
Police found them in possession of various charms, including a live 
chameleon, and accused them of being hired by the brother of a 
fugitive lawmaker. The men reportedly agreed to a $7,400 payment 
in exchange for “bewitching” the head of state. Zambia still has laws 
criminalizing witchcraft, making this one of the rare modern cases 
where magic, politics, and reptiles collided in a courtroom. 

9. c) Outlawing “miniskirt-like” clothing in media, music 
videos, and public spaces 

In 2014, Uganda passed a controversial law known as the “Anti-
Pornography Act,” which, among other things, targeted women’s 
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clothing—specifically banning “anything above the knee.” The law 
extended to media and public appearances, causing panic among 
artists and even street vendors selling music videos. It sparked 
widespread criticism for moral policing and gender discrimination. 
While enforcement varied, the message was clear: in Uganda at the 
time, showing your knees could get you fined—or pulled off the air. 
Modesty, legally enforced and thoroughly measured. 

10. b) It is illegal to let a donkey sleep in a bathtub 

Yes, really. In Arizona, a bizarre law from the 1920s bans donkeys 
from sleeping in bathtubs. The law originated after a flood swept 
away a rancher’s home—and his donkey, who had taken to napping 
in the old bathtub. The tub (and the donkey) floated miles 
downstream, sparking a chaotic rescue mission. To prevent future 
“bathtub livestock incidents,” lawmakers responded in classic 
American fashion: with oddly specific legislation. In Arizona, 
bathtubs are for people—and apparently, not even all of them. 

11. b) Monkeys had to be registered and photographed like 
residents 

In New Delhi, the monkey problem got so bad that officials started 
tracking individual troublemakers. Monkeys spotted repeatedly near 
government buildings were sometimes recorded, monitored, and 
identified for removal—essentially, Delhi tried to keep tabs on its 
most mischievous primates. To make matters stranger, the 
government hired handlers with trained langurs—larger, 
intimidating monkeys used to scare off the smaller rhesus macaques. 
Delhi might be the only city where stealing someone’s lunch could 
land a monkey in a surveillance file with its own mugshot. 
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12. b) It's illegal to wear noisy flip-flops that "disturb the public 
tranquility" 

On the famously serene island of Capri, Italy, local ordinances 
prohibit wearing flip-flops or sandals that make excessive noise. The 
goal is to maintain a peaceful atmosphere and protect the island’s 
image as a quiet luxury destination. While tourists aren't usually 
arrested for squeaky footwear, police can issue warnings or fines. In 
Capri, it's not just your voice that should stay quiet—your shoes have 
to whisper too. 

13. a) Eating while walking through historic areas is forbidden 

Venice has enacted strict local regulations to protect its cultural 
heritage and reduce mess in heavily trafficked zones. One of these 
rules prohibits tourists from eating snacks or meals while walking 
through certain parts of the historic center, such as near St. Mark’s 
Basilica or the Rialto Bridge. The goal is to maintain cleanliness and 
respect for sacred and historic spaces. So if you're strolling through 
Venice with a sandwich in hand, be warned—your snack might get 
you a fine faster than a gondola in rush hour. 

14. a) Citizens must choose from a government-approved list of 
hairstyles 

In North Korea, personal grooming isn’t exactly “personal.” The 
government has issued official haircut guidelines—reportedly 10 
styles for men and 18 for women. Anything outside of that is 
discouraged or outright banned. Long hair on men is frowned upon, 
and dyed or Western-influenced styles are considered subversive. 
Even barbershops display charts showing the “correct” looks. It’s 
fashion dictated by dictatorship—where your haircut says less about 
your personality and more about your compliance. 
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15. b) Dying inside Parliament entitles you to a state funeral 

One of the most persistent legal myths in the UK claims that anyone 
who dies inside the Palace of Westminster is automatically entitled 
to a state funeral. While this isn’t an actual law, the belief has been 
so widespread that some officials have admitted to quietly moving 
medical emergencies outside to avoid any ceremonial 
complications. It’s the kind of rule that’s too weird to be true—
except that it might be true enough to make you think twice before 
collapsing in Parliament. Even death, apparently, has to follow 
protocol. 

16. b) Lawmakers tried to legally redefine the value of pi to 3.2 

In 1897, the Indiana General Assembly actually considered a bill 
that would have effectively redefined the mathematical constant π 
(pi) as 3.2. The idea came from an amateur mathematician who 
believed he had solved the ancient problem of “squaring the circle.” 
Amazingly, the bill passed unanimously in the state House before a 
visiting math professor pointed out the obvious: you can’t vote math 
into existence. The Senate quickly shelved it. Turns out, you can 
gerrymander a district—but not a circle. 

17. c) Married women were only allowed to drink one glass of 
wine in public 

While no official law has been found in Bolivia’s legal code, a long-
standing rumor claims that in certain regions, married women were 
once discouraged—or even restricted—from drinking more than 
one glass of wine in public. The reasoning? That a second drink 
could compromise her “moral image” or encourage infidelity. This 
alleged practice may have reflected traditional gender norms rather 
than actual legislation. There’s no hard evidence such a law existed, 
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but the story persists in “weird law” collections worldwide—proof 
that sometimes, wine myths travel better than wine itself. 

18. a) It’s illegal to wake a bear for the purpose of taking a photo 

Alaska takes wildlife seriously—especially the part where animals are 
supposed to be left alone. State regulations prohibit disturbing wild 
animals, including bears, for frivolous reasons like taking a selfie. 
That includes deliberately waking a sleeping bear for a better photo. 
The rule is part of a broader law against harassing wildlife, but this 
particular interpretation has gained fame in “weird laws” lists. 
Because if your idea of adventure is poking a sleeping grizzly with a 
selfie stick, the law’s not the only thing that might take a bite out of 
you. 

19. а) Only licensed electricians were allowed to change a 
household lightbulb 

This widely repeated myth claims that, until 1998, it was illegal in 
Victoria, Australia, for anyone but a licensed electrician to change a 
lightbulb. In reality, no such law ever clearly existed. The confusion 
came from an overly strict interpretation of electrical safety 
regulations that led some to believe household bulb changes 
counted as “electrical work.” The Victorian Building Authority later 
clarified that regular people could always change lightbulbs—and 
the supposed ban was more urban legend than legal reality. Still, for 
a while, Australians joked that screwing in a bulb might get you 
screwed by the law. 

20. c) It’s illegal to flush the toilet after 10 p.m. in certain 
buildings 

In parts of Switzerland, local housing rules—especially in older 
apartment buildings—restrict toilet flushing between 10 p.m. and 7 
a.m. to avoid disturbing neighbors with noisy plumbing. It’s not a 
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national law, but rather a “house rule” that many Swiss buildings 
take seriously, often written directly into rental contracts. Guests are 
sometimes warned ahead of time—because in Switzerland, flushing 
after dark isn’t just frowned upon… it’s considered a breach of 
domestic harmony. Silence, please. The pipes are sleeping. 
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Legally Questionable 

Before you go breaking laws you didn’t know existed, here’s a quick 
recap of what not to do if you enjoy freedom, dignity, or bears not 
mauling your face: 

– Don’t die in Norway. The ground won’t take you. 

– Don’t wake sleeping bears in Alaska—especially for a selfie. 

– Don’t let your donkey sleep in a bathtub, Arizona’s not a fan. 

– Don’t chew gum in Singapore unless your doctor says it’s 
medicinal. 

– Don’t flush your toilet after 10 p.m. in Switzerland—the 
plumbing has bedtime. 

– Don’t wear noisy flip-flops in Capri; your shoes need to 
whisper. 

– Don’t eat fried chicken with a fork in Georgia. It’s practically a 
felony. 

– Don’t push moose out of airplanes. Ever. 

– Don’t step on money in Thailand, unless insulting royalty is 
your thing. 

– And whatever you do, don’t try to redefine pi through 
legislation. Circles have feelings too. 

It’s tempting to laugh off these laws as mere curiosities, but they 
reveal something deeper: that every rule—no matter how absurd—
comes from a moment in time when someone, somewhere, thought 
it was necessary. A donkey once floated downstream in a bathtub. A 
math enthusiast thought he’d solved the mysteries of geometry. A 
flip-flop disturbed someone’s peace on an Italian island. Taken 
together, these odd rules form a surprisingly human tapestry of 
order, fear, logic, and the occasional moose prank. Law and 
disorder, in delightful disarray. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

If you made it all the way to the end, congratulations—you now 
know more strange, ridiculous, and probably unnecessary things 
than most people do, which, let’s be honest, is kind of the dream. 
Hopefully, along the way, you laughed a little, raised an eyebrow or 
two, and maybe even argued with a friend over whether that one 
about the law, the animal, or the emperor could possibly be true. 
That’s exactly what this book was made for—not just to inform, but 
to entertain, confuse, and occasionally leave you questioning how 
reality ever got this weird in the first place. 

Whether you read the answers before the questions, guessed wildly 
and got everything wrong, or somehow managed to ace it all, you’ve 
participated in exactly the kind of journey this book was meant to 
offer: one filled with improbable truths, confident missteps, and the 
occasional smug victory. The world isn’t running out of strange facts 
anytime soon, and if you enjoyed this weird little ride through the 
improbable, keep an eye out for future volumes—we’re already 
collecting new nonsense. And if you liked the book, please consider 
leaving a quick review. It helps more than you think, and thankfully, 
no one will quiz you on it. 

Truth, it turns out, is a hoarder. It piles up in museum basements, 
lingers in dusty newspaper clippings, and hides in footnotes no one 
reads. But when you dust it off and hold it up to the light, it’s often 
far funnier, weirder, and more entertaining than fiction ever dared 
to be. That’s what The Trivia Trap is all about—not just collecting 
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facts, but seeing the world a little more clearly through them: as a 
place that’s slightly more chaotic, unexpectedly absurd, and far more 
entertaining than we give it credit for. 

So now, close the book, go outside, and share one of these facts with 
someone who didn’t ask. That’s how legends—and mildly annoyed 
friends—are born. 

Just remember: if they roll their eyes, you’re probably doing it 
right. 
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About the Author 

 

Alec Sanders writes the kind of trivia that makes you laugh, think, 
and occasionally say, “Wait… is that actually true?” His quiz books 
are packed with strange-but-true facts, absurd records, and 
ridiculous historical moments you definitely didn’t learn in school 
—each one selected not just to inform, but to entertain and surprise 
along the way. 

Alec isn’t a fan of dry statistics, yes-or-no questions, or anything that 
sounds like it came from a spreadsheet. Instead, his quizzes are 
funny, unpredictable, and proudly unstandardized, always designed 
to offer readers the same kind of delight that comes from discovering 
how strange the world really is. 

He is also the author of Sports Trivia & Fun Facts, a bestselling quiz 
book filled with unbelievable sports moments and curious 
legends—available now on Amazon. 

When he’s not writing, Alec can usually be found researching 
something that sounds completely made up… but isn’t. After all, as 
his readers know by now, reality tends to have the best punchlines. 
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Also by Alec Sanders 
 

Sports Trivia & Fun Facts 

(Available on Amazon — scan below to view) 
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