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Before You Start 
Reading…

Hey there, future All-Star!
Before you jump into this book, we have a little secret to share…
Every baseball legend you’re about to meet—yes, even the greatest of all time—started 

out just like YOU. They were kids who loved to play, made mistakes, got messy, and 
dreamed big. Some used sticks instead of bats, played barefoot in the streets, or stayed up 
late just imagining the roar of the crowd. They weren’t perfect—but they never gave up.

Inside these pages, you’ll xnd short, eWciting, not-at-all-boring stories that begin in 
childhood—just like yours—and show how each legend grew into someone unforget-
table. You’ll discover fun facts, surprising moments, and unbelievable true stories that 
prove that anything is possible when you work hard, play with heart, and believe in 
yourself.

So here’s your challenge:
As you read, pay close attention to what made each player special.

  ?hat did they never give up on-

  How did they bounce back when things got tough-

  ?hat can you learn from their journey-

This book isn’t just about baseball. It’s about dreams, courage, and becoming your best 
self—on and o. the xeld.





Part 1: Legends of 
the Game



Chapter 1

Babe Ruth
THE POWER OF DREAMS

B efore he became the most famous baseball player of all time, Babe Ruth was just a 
wild kid from the streets of Baltimore, Maryland. His real name? George Herman 

Ruth Jr. But not even his teachers called him that—he was known for something else: 
causing chaos!

He skipped school, played pranks, and even stole pies o( windowsills )yep, just like in 
the cartoons’. His parents didn7t know how to handle his wild energy, so when he was 
just S years old, they sent him to It. Mary7s Nndustrial Ichool for Boys, which was part 
school, part orphanage, and part reform school.

Iounds like the end of the road, right? Aope. Nt was actually the beginning of a legend.
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Et It. Mary7s, George met a kind man named Brother Matthias, who introduced him 
to baseball. He taught George how to hit, how to throw, and how to channel all that wild 
energy into something positive. End George—well, he was a natural. He could hit the 
ball harder and farther than anyone at the school. End when he pitched? “hew! 5hat 
ball ”ew so fast, it might as well have been on Ore!

Uveryone started calling him xBabez because he was so young when he joined his Orst 
professional team, the Baltimore Prioles. 5hey said he looked like a baby compared to the 
older players. But don7t let the nickname fool you—Babe played like a giant.

Ioon, Babe was traded to the Boston Red Io1. Et Orst, he was mostly a pitcher—and 
a good one! He even helped the Red Io1 win three “orld Ieries titles. But it wasn7t long 
before the coaches reali9ed something incredible: he could hit better than almost anyone 
in baseball.

Io they let him swing the bat more. End what happened ne1t? BPPM!
Babe Ruth became the king of the home run.
He crushed baseballs like they owed him money. 2eople had never seen anything like 

it before. Nn 04Y6, he hit WL home runs—more than most entire teams! 5hat year, he was 
traded to the Aew Fork Fankees, and from there, the legend grew even bigger.

Did You Know? 

  Babe Ruth once hit a baseball so far, it traveled nearly D66 feet. 5hat7s longer 
than a football Oeld and almost as long as a blue whale!

  He ate hot dogs and drank soda during games. )Aot e1actly what coaches 
recommend today!’

  He once promised a sick boy in the hospital that he7d hit a home run for 
him—and then went out and hit three in one game!

  Nn one season, Babe hit more home runs than all the other teams in the league. 
Aot just players—teams!
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  Babe didn7t just play baseball. He changed it. Before him, baseball was mostly 
about bunts and slow, careful plays. But Babe made it e1citing. Uvery time he 
came up to bat, people held their breath—because something ama9ing might 
happen.

  End the best part? Babe always played with a smile. He laughed. He joked. He 
once raced a horse before a game )and no, he didn7t win’. He didn7t take himself 
too seriously—but he took the game seriously.

  He ended his career with S0L home runs, a record that stood for G4 years. He 
helped the Fankees win four “orld Ieries championships. End he became a hero 
to kids across the country who dreamed of becoming like him.
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What Can We Learn from Babe Ruth?

  Four beginning doesn7t decide your ending. Babe was a troubled kid, but he 
turned his life around.

  Believe in your talents. Babe knew he had a gift and worked hard to use it.

  Be bold! He swung for the fences—literally and Oguratively.

  Have fun while doing your best. Babe reminded the world that sports should be 
joyful.

 Final Word to Young Readers:

You don’t have to be perfect. You don’t have to be the tallest or the fastest. But if 
you believe in your dreams, work hard, and keep swinging, you can do incredible 
things—just like Babe.

So go grab your bat, step up to the plate, and swing for the stars! 







Chapter 2

Jackie Robinson 
BREAKING BARRIERS

O nce upon a time in a little house in Georgia, a boy named Jack Roosevelt Robinson 
was born. He had big eyes, big dreams, and a really fast pair of feet. He could run 

so fast, people used to joke that even his shadow couldn’t keep up with him!
Jackie grew up with his mom and four siblings, and life wasn’t always easy. They didn’t 

have much money, and not everyone treated them kindly—just because of the color of 
their skin. But Jackie’s mom was tough. She taught him to stand tall, speak up, and never, 
ever back down when something wasn’t fair.

And guess what? Jackie didn’t just become good at one sport—he became amazing at 
every sport.

Football? Star player.
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Basketball? MVP.
Track and held? Fastest on tme teaA.
Ond baseball? ,mj uwst ia!t...
When Jackie played baseball, something magical happened. He could hit, run, :eld, 

steal bases like a ninja—and do it all with con:dence. But in those days, there was a huge 
problemM Black players weren’t allowed to play in Lajor Deague Baseball. The league was 
only for white players. It was unfair. It was wrong. And someone needed to change it.

Enter a man named Branch Rickey, the president of the Brooklyn “odgers. He wanted 
to change the game—and he believed Jackie was the one to do it.

But it wouldn’t be easy. ”Jackie,P he said, ”you’re going to face hate, insults, and 
unfairness. Yeople will yell at you. Some won’t want you on the :eld. Can you handle 
it without :ghting back?P

Jackie thought hard. He was strong. He was fast. But most importantly, he had courage 
in his heart.

So he saidM ”9es. I can do it.P
In 147q, Jackie Robinson became the :rst Black player in Lajor Deague Baseball. The 

stadium was packed. Some people cheered. Some people booed. But Jackie just stepped 
up to the plate and played like the champion he was.

Ond boyj d!d me playW

  He hit line drives.

  He stole bases like lightning.

  He made diving catches that left crowds gasping.

Some of his own teammates didn’t want him there at :rst—but Jackie didn’t Vuit. He 
let his actions speak louder than their words. And slowly, people began to see what was 
really importantM his heart, his skill, and his bravery.

He was named Rookie of the 9ear, then Lost Faluable Ylayer, and helped the “odgers 
win a World Series. But Jackie’s biggest win? He opened the door for thousands of players 
who came after him.
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Cmat Lan Ce fearn JroA Rack!e gob!nson?

  Stand up for what’s right—even if it’s hard.

  Det your actions do the talking.

  Believe in yourself, even when others doubt you.

  Change starts with one brave person. Why not you?

Fwn FactsW

  Jackie was the :rst athlete at 8CDA to letter in four diCerent sports!

  He once stole home plate 14 times in his LDB career—one of the hardest plays 
in baseball.

  His jersey number, 73, is retired by every LDB team. No one else will ever wear 
it again—because Jackie was one of a kind.
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MessaYe Jor DownY :reaAers-

Sometimes, doing the right thing takes courage, patience, and strength. Jackie 
Robinson didn’t just break records—he broke barriers. So if someone ever tells you, “You 
can’t,” just smile, stand tall, and show them you can.







Chapter 3

Lou Gehrig 
THE IRON HORSE’S STRENGTH

B efore he became a baseball legend, Lou Gehrig was just a shy, soft-spoken boy from 
New York City who loved two things more than anything: his family and baseball. 

His parents were hardworking immigrants, and they dreamed of giving Lou a better life. 
Lou took that dream and ran with it—right onto the baseball Aeld.

’t Arst, Lou wasn?t the loudest kid. He wasn?t the Washiest, either. But boy, when he 
picked up a bat! Oatch out( He could launch baseballs into the sky like they were headed 
to the moon. )ne time in college, Lou hit a ball so far, it smashed a window in the library( 
U)ops.E
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Seople soon noticed Lou?s strength—not just in his muscles, but in his heart. He played 
with 9uiet conAdence, kindness, and a determination that earned him a nickname that 
would follow him forever:

“The Iron Horse.”
Ohy that name! Because Lou showed up. Ivery. 2ingle. Game.

The Streak That Never Quit

7n P5x4, Lou joined the New York Yankees, playing alongside Babe 1uth Uyep, that BabeE. 
’nd from the moment he stepped onto the Aeld, he never stopped.

Game after game, year after year, Lou Gehrig played through injuries, sickness, and 
pain. He once played with broken toes Uand didn?t even tell anyoneE. He played with 
fevers. He even played after getting hit in the head with a pitch(

He didn?t just show up—he e0celled. He hit over 653 home runs, won T Oorld 2eries, 
and had more 1B7s Uruns batted inE than anyone could keep up with. But his most 
legendary record!

Lou played in x,P“3 consecutive games.
”hat?s like playing baseball every day for over P“ years without missing a single one. 

Not even for a birthday. Not even for the Wu. Not even for a rainy day e0cuse(

The Hardest Battle

7n P5“5, Lou started feeling tired. Not just D7 stayed up too lateF tired—but Dsomething?s 
wrongF tired. He was slowing down. His hands were weaker. He couldn?t swing like he 
used to. 8octors discovered he had a rare disease—’L2—a sickness that aDects muscles 
and movement.

Lou did something incredibly brave: he retired. He knew he couldn?t keep playing, but 
instead of being sad in silence, he gave a speech that made history. ’t home plate in Yankee 
2tadium, Lou stood in front of thousands of fans and said:

“Today,    Iocnsdie ryniml fti mhIusinf rac oc fti laIi ol fti 
kaeftE.



7N2S717NG B’2IB’LL 2”)17I2 E)1 Y)RNG 1I’8I12 F-PxPF

Iven in the toughest moment of his life, Lou showed gratitude, grace, and unbreakable 
strength.

What Can We Learn from Lou Gehrig?

  2how up. Ivery day matters. 2mall eDorts add up to big success.

  Be humble. Lou was a superstar but never acted like one.

  Eace challenges with courage. Iven when life got hard, Lou stayed strong.

  Be thankful. He reminded us that even on tough days, we can still feel lucky.

Fun Facts!

  Lou once hit x“ grand slams—still a record today(

  His teammates said he was the nicest guy in the league.

  ’fter his famous speech, teams from across the country honored him—because 
everyone respected the 7ron Horse.
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Message for Young Athletes:

You don’t need to be the loudest. You don’t need to be the flashiest. Just show up, 
work hard, and lead with kindness. Like Lou Gehrig, your quiet strength can leave the 
loudest legacy.







Chapter 4

Hank Aaron 
CHASING HISTORY

I n a small house in Mobile, Alabama, a little boy named Henry Louis Aaron grew up 
with big dreams—and even bigger hands. He didn’t have much, but he had a stick, a 

bottle cap, and a wild imagination. And that was enough to play baseball all day long.

  He didn’t have a real bat.

  He didn’t have a real glove.

  But he had something even more powerful: a dream.

People used to say, 

“Baseballʼsʼ’   nʼ’o  tʼ’efetr   evyʼ’
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But Hank thought, 

“.”rʼ’   nʼ’Wehy

Even when others doubted him, he practiced every day.
Hitting bottle caps with broomsticks.
Chasing down every jy ball.
Running so fast, he looked like a blur on the dirt.

The Young Slugger

As a teenager, Hank “oined a team in the Negro Leagues—a league for Black players who 
weren’t allowed in the Ma“or Leagues at the time. But Hank didn’t let that stop him. In 
fact, he was so good, people started calling him ”Hammerin’ Hank.W

?hy- Because when Hank hit the ball—it looked like he’d hammered it with a sledge1
hammer.

WHAM!

BOOM!

GONE!

By the time he made it to the Milwaukee Braves in 954S, he wasn’t “ust chasing his 
dreams—he was chasing history.

Breaking the Big Record

In those days, the greatest record in baseball belonged to Babe Ruth:
- 714 career home runs.
No one thought it could ever be broken. But Hank Aaron was getting closer... and 

closer... and closer.
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But not everyone was cheering for him.
Hank faced racism, hate mail, and threats “ust because he was a Black man chasing a 

white legend’s record. Gome people didn’t want him to break it. Fhey said awful things. 
Fhey sent terrible letters. It was scary. But Hank didn’t stop. He stayed calm, focused, and 
brave. He let his bat do the talking.

Fhen came April 7, 95!S.
Hank stepped up to the plate. Fhe pitcher threw the ball—CRACK!
Fhe ball soared into the night sky, past the out0eld fence, and into history.

Home run #715.

Hank Aaron had done it. He broke Babe Ruth’s record. Fhe crowd went wild. Fwo kids 
even ran onto the 0eld to celebrate with him6

But Hank’s story didn’t stop there.
He kept playing. He kept hitting. He ended his career with:

  !44 home runs

   3,!!9 hits

   Over 2,……… RBIs

And more than that, he opened the door for future generations. He became a role 
model, a leader, and a hero—not “ust for what he did on the 0eld, but for how he handled 
every challenge oC it.

What Can We Learn from Hank Aaron?



HANK AARON 24

  Chase your dreams—even when others try to stop you.

  Let your work speak louder than words.

  Gtay calm, stay kind, stay strong.

  History is made by those who keep swinging.

Fun Facts!

  Hank started his baseball career holding the bat cross1handed—which coaches 
say not to do6

  He was so fast, he once stole 39 bases in one season6

  Even after retiring, Hank worked to support young athletes and 0ght for fairness 
in sports.

Message for Young Dreamers:

No matter where you come from, no matter what anyone says—you can chase your 
dreams. Hank Aaron chased his with courage, kindness, and a powerful swing. And 
guess what?

So can you.
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”My motto was always to keep swinging. ?hether I was in a slump or 
feeling bad or having trouble oC the 0eldE the only thing to do was keep 
swinging.W 

Hank Aaron







Chapter 5

Derek Jeter 
THE CAPTAIN’S LEADERSHIP

W hen Derek Jeter was just a little kid in Kalamazoo, Michigan, he already knew 
exactly what he wanted to be when he grew up:

A New York Yankee.
Not just any baseball player. Not just any team. Derek dreamed big from the very start.
He told everyone—his parents, his teachers, even the lunch lady at school—“I’m going 

to play shortstop for the Yankees one day.” Some people laughed. Others said, “That’s 
impossible.” But Derek? He smiled and said, “Just watch.”

And oh boy… they watched!
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The Boy Who Wouldn’t Quit

Derek worked harder than anyone else.
He practiced his swing in the garage.
He threw ground balls to himself in the backyard.
He even signed his name over and over on a notepad, practicing for the day he’d give 

autographs!
(That’s right—he was really ready.)
But it wasn’t always easy. Derek faced tough times. In high school, he struck out. He 

made mistakes. But instead of quitting, he said something amazing:

“There   ma ye bepboe lhp hmwe   pre vmoetv vhmt apnu ynv 
vhere,̓  tp eʼ’snʼe xpr mtapte vp lprc hmrfer vhmt apn fpkd

And that’s exactly what he did.

The Captain Arrives

In 1995, Derek’s dream came true—he became a New York Yankee!
By 1996, he was the team’s starting shortstop—and guess what? He won Rookie of the 

Year and helped his team win the World Series!
And he didn’t stop there.
Derek led the Yankees to 5 World Series championships and made so many amazing 

plays that fans started calling him “Captain Clutch.” Why? Because when the pressure 
was high, Derek always came through.

He made diving catches.
He smashed game-winning hits.
He stole bases when no one expected it.
And he always stayed cool, calm, and focused—like a true leader.

 The Captain Everyone Respected

In 2003, Derek was o4cially named Captain of the Yankees—the #rst in 8 years. But being 
captain wasn’t about yelling or showing oI. Derek led by example.

  He was respectful to everyone.
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  He played fair.

  He lifted up his teammates.

  He stayed humble—even when the whole world cheered his name.

  He wasn’t the loudest. He wasn’t the Jashiest.

  But he was always the most reliable.

When Derek retired in 2014, he had:
1. Over 3,K00 hits

2. 1K All-Star selections

3.  5 Gold Gloves

A career full of clutch moments and unforgettable plays
But the thing people remember most?

His class, his leadership, and his love for the game.

 What Can We Learn from Derek Jeter?

  Dream big—and tell the world.

  Work hard, even when no one’s watching.

  Lead with kindness, not just talent.



INSPIRING BASEBALL STORIES FOR YOUNG READERS 8-1232

  Be the teammate everyone looks up to.

Fun Facts!

  Derek never got ejected from a game—not once in 20 years!

  He wore the same lucky number his whole career: L2.

  He was so respected that even rival fans cheered for him during his #nal game!

 Message for Young Leaders:

Being a great athlete is awesome—but being a great person is even better. Derek Jeter 
showed us that true leaders stay humble, work hard, and never forget to lift others up.

So  whether  you’re  on  a  baseball  team,  in  school,  or  just  playing  with  your 
friends—lead like Derek. Be the kid who makes everyone better.

“There’s always someone out there working harder than you. I want 
to be that someone.” 

Derek Jeter







Chapter 6

Roberto Clemente 
A HERO ON AND OFF THE FIELD

B efore Roberto Clemente became a baseball legend, he was just a boy from Carolina, 
Puerto Rico, who loved three things:
1. Baseball

2.  His family

3. Helping others

He didn’t have fancy equipment or a perfect baseball keld. He practiced with sticAs and 
bottle caps, just liAe HanA Iaron. But even with simple tools, Roberto’s talent shined liAe 
the sun.
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He was fast!really fast!and had a rocAet for an arm. Gome Aids said he could throw 
a baseball all the way to the ocean( )FAay, maybe not that far!but close(9

But the real secret behind Roberto’s greatness?
He cared!about the game, about his people, and about doing what was right.

Climbing to the Big Leagues

Roberto worAed hard and never gave up, even when people told him he wouldn’t maAe it. 
Nn the 150Ms, few Tatino players were in zajor Teague Baseball!and many didn’t believe 
a young Puerto Rican Aid would succeed.

But Roberto believed in himself. Ind in 1500, he made it to the big leagues with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates(

Yans were ama?ed. Roberto ran liAe the wind, made superhero throws from the out6
keld, and smashed balls into the stands. But not everyone treated him Aindly.

Because Roberto spoAe Gpanish and had darAer sAin, he often faced racism and rude 
reporters. Gome even made fun of his accent.

But Roberto didn’t let it stop him.

“I   a mprou dr tb eobpdr PRi  cn, ”b h  Rus

“I .Rww hmb  l ”r. I hmb  ls I .Rww mw  k ”r. I mw  ks ycu I .Rww cbAbp 
hdrm ”bwmRcv mbrmwbs,

 

A Baseball Legend

Roberto played 1- seasons with the Pirates and became one of the greatest right kelders 
of all time. His accomplishments•

W 3,MMM hits
W 12 Eold Eloves )that’s a lot of golden hands(9
W 10 Ill6Gtar Eames
W 2 7orld Geries titles
He was the Aind of player who dove for every ball, slid into every base, and gave his best 

every single inning. His teammates said it best:

“Prtbpdr mw  kbu .Rd” ”Rh ”b  pd rc gRpbs,
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A True Hero OF the Wield

But here’s what made Roberto a real legend!what he did when he wasn’t playing.
Roberto never forgot where he came from. He donated money, gave away food, 

and helped build schools and clinics for people in need. 7henever disaster strucA!liAe 
earthquaAes or hurricanes!he rushed in to help.

Nn 15“2, when a terrible earthquaAe hit Sicaragua, Roberto pacAed a plane full of 
supplies and ”ew in to deliver them himself. Ohat plane crashed shortly after taAeoE. 
Roberto was gone, but his Aindness, bravery, and spirit live on forever.

He wasn’t just a baseball player.
He was a hero.

 fhat Can fe Learn Rrom ?oberto Clementec

W Gtand up for yourself and others.
W Be proud of who you are.
W Dse your talents to help people.
W Ereatness isn’t just about winning!it’s about caring.
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 Wun Wa!tsM

W Roberto would sometimes play catch with Aids before his games(
W He was the krst Tatin Imerican player inducted into the Baseball Hall of Yame.
W zTB gives out the Roberto Clemente Iward each year to the player who shows the 

most character and helps their community.

 Yessage Ror poung Cham:ions#

You don’t have to be the loudest or the biggest to make a difference. Just like Roberto 
Clemente, you can be a hero by working hard, standing up for what’s right, and helping 
others—on and off the field.

FIny time you have an opportunity to maAe things better and you don’t, 
then you are wasting your time on Larth.G 

Roberto Clemente







Chapter 7

Ted Wiaims
 
THE SCIENCE OF HITTING

L ong before he became a baseball legend, Ted Williams was just a skinny kid from 
San Diego, California, with one big obsession:

 Hitting a baseball better than anyone else in the world.
While other kids were out riding bikes or swimming at the beach, Ted was at the 

park—swinging and swinging and swinging. Some neighbors said he was part robot. 
Others thought his bat had superpowers.

But the truth was simple:
Ted practiced more than anyone—because he wanted to be the best.
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A Baseball Brainiac

Ted wasn’t just swinging for fun—he was studying hitting like it was science class. He’d 
watch how the ball spun. He’d “gure out where the ”sweet spotv on the bat was. He exen 
stood in front of a mirror, practicing his swing oxer and oxer again.

He beliexed that hitting wasn’t just talent—it was a skill you could learn, measure, and 
master.

”The hardest thing to do in sports is hit a baseball.v
And Ted made it look easy.
 

 The Hitting Machine

Ted joined the Boston Red So9 in 13K3, and soon, fans were calling him:

  ”The (idv

  ”Teddy Ballgamev

  ”The Splendid Splinterv !because of his thin build and sharp swing)0

But no matter what they called him, he was the most dangerous hitter in the game.
In 1341, Ted did something no one has done since:
He “nished the season with a 46% batting axerage.
That means he got a hit oxer 46M of the time—an impossible number) Exen today, 

players dream of hitting that well.
 

A Hero in the Sky

Ted’s story isn’t just about baseball. When his country needed him, Ted paused his career 
to serxe in the U.S. Naxy and •arine Corps. He became a “ghter pilot in World War II 
and later ‘ew missions in the (orean War.

That’s right—he gaxe up “xe years of baseball to ‘y planes and protect others.
He didn’t just hit home runs—he ‘ew “ghter jets)
After the war, he came right back to baseball and started hitting again like he nexer left. 

The crowd cheered louder than exer.
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The Science of Greatness

Ted Williams studied hitting his whole life. He exen wrote a book called ”The Science of 
Hittingv to teach others how to do it. In it, he showed:

E How to see the ball better
E Where to swing for ma9imum power
E Why exen small mistakes matter
He wanted kids and future players to know:
Great hitters aren’t born—they’re built, with hard work and smart thinking.

  What Can We Learn from Ted Williams?

E Be curious about your craft—study it)
E Practice with purpose, not just repetition.
E Serxe others when they need you.
E Perfection comes from passion and patience.
 

Fun Facts!

E Ted Williams once hit a ball so hard, it broke a seat at Fenway Park)
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E He was the last •LB player to hit oxer 466 in a season.
E He loxed “shing almost as much as baseball—and was just as good at it)
 

Message for Young Thinkers:

Whatever you love—whether it’s baseball, math, music, or magic tricks—learn 
everything about it. Get curious, ask questions, and practice smart. Like Ted Williams, 
you can turn your passion into something amazing.

”A man has to haxe goals—for a day, for a lifetime—and that was mine: 
to haxe people say, FThere goes Ted Williams, the greatest hitter who exer 
lixed.v

 Ted Williams







Chapter 8

Wiei Mays	M
THE MAGIC OF THE FIVE-TOOL PLAYER

I magine a baseball player who could do everything:

Run like a racehorse
Catch anything that came his way
Throw with laser accuracy
Hit for power
Hit for average
Now imagine he did it all with a smile so big, fans called him “The Say Hey Kid.”
That’s Willie Mays—the most magical, all-around player baseball has ever seen!
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From Stickball to Stardom

Willie grew up in Alabama, and before he ever stepped onto a Major League keld, he was 
already a baseball star—playing sticxball in the streets, sprinting across kelds barefoot, and 
learning every part of the game from his dad and grandfather.

He didn’t just play ball—he lived it.
“I didn’t have fancy gear,” Willie said,
“but I had heart, and I had fun.”
 

The Five Tools That Made Him a Legend

Willie had a gift—a mi3 of natural talent, fearless conkdence, and hard worx. He became 
what coaches call a kve-tool player. That means he could:

1. Run lixe lightning

2. Field anything—diving, leaping, (ipping through the air
). Throw rocxets from the outkeld
4. Hit for average 5lots of base hits!9
?. Hit for power 5home runs, baby!9
Fans didn’t just watch him play—they watched in awe.
 

The Catch Heard ’Round the World

In the 1z?4 World Series, Willie made one of the greatest catches in baseball history.
A towering (y ball soared deep into center keld. Most outkelders wouldn’t even try.
But Willie•
He sprinted full-speed, bacx turned to the ball, glove stretched high.

SNAG!

He caught it over his shoulder—without even looxing!
Then turned and kred the ball bacx to stop the runner from scoring.
The crowd gasped.



WILLIE MAYS 4z

The announcers shouted.
And baseball history was made.
“That’s just what I do,” Willie said with a grin.
“If you can do something great, why not do it•”
 

 Power + Style + Joy

Willie played with more than just sxill—he played with joy.
He danced around the bases.
He joxed with umpires.
He made baseball loox lixe the most fun game on Earth 5which, to him, it was!9.
And while he was da66ling fans, he was stacxing up some serious numbers:
0 JJF career home runs
0 Over ),2FF hits
0 24 All-Star Games
0 12 Gold Gloves
And don’t forget—he missed two seasons to serve in the military!
 

What Can We Learn from Willie Mays?

0  Smile while you play. Goy maxes you better.
0 Master every part of your game. Be well-rounded!
0 Never stop hustling. Even the impossible can become a highlight.
0 Have fun—but taxe your worx seriously.
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 Fun Facts!

0 Willie’s nicxname “The Say Hey Kid” came from how he greeted people: “Say hey!”
0 He once hit a home run in 1J diHerent stadiums—in the same season!
0 He wore his baseball cap so tight, it (ew oH every time he sprinted to catch a ball!
 

Message for Young All-Around Athletes:

You don’t have to choose just one strength—you can build them all. Like Willie 
Mays, learn to do it all with heart, hustle, and happiness.

If you're playing a sport, drawing a picture, or chasing a dream—do it with skill 
and a smile.

“I played the game the way it was supposed to be played—with heart, 
hustle, and a whole lot of fun.” 

Willie Mays







Chapter 9

Nolan Ryan 
THE POWER PITCHER

H ave you ever seen someone throw a baseball so fast, it sounded like a rocket 
blasting o?T

Nhat was Rolan .yan’
He didnjt —ust throw fastballsFhe threw lightning bolts’
pans say his Bitches came with their own whoosh sound’ !atters say they could hear 

the ballFbut not see it…
Rolan .yan wasnjt —ust a BitcherI he was a amethrowTto’
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 rtBywiBTGhrBhrtBlwdntABkoe

Rolan grew uB in a  small  NeMas town called Elvin’  Es a  kid,  he loved throwing 
thingsFbaseballs, rocks, even oranges… His mom said he had a sBecial arm, and she was 
right’

!y the time he was in high school, his Bitches were so fast, catchers needed eMtra 
Badding —ust to handle them…

 

yotmgGAIBLAhwBhrtByGIButmIstS

Rolan was drafted by the Rew Uork 9ets when he was —ust 2z’ Et 7rst, he struggled to 
control his bla:ing fastballsFtheyjd :iB Bast the catcher or :oom into the dirt’

!ut Rolan never gave uB’ He trained hard, focused, and keBt believing in himself’

“I   migh twal ks  o ieuky, go kwm”y

“deh Ibaa khʼmlo seh w tgsao ash   sʼoʼ’,

End he did’
 

,hoGgtwshSNB-wHRGhhtoSNBmAnBct!wonSBlmdwotP

Rolan .yan didnjt —ust BitchFhe dominated’ He Blayed an incredible (• seasons in the 
9a—or Oeagues, longer than almost anyone…

Here are —ust a few of his —aw1droBBing stats–
0 4,•2x career strikeouts C the most in baseball history…
0 • no1hitters C also the most in history…
0 Gitched over 233 miles Ber hourFeven when he was x3 years old…
0 Glayed for x teams– 9ets, Engels, Estros, and .angers
He wasnjt afraid of any batter’ Pome said he scared them —ust by steBBing on the 

mound’
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WGh!rGAIB rowsIrBWmGA

Rolan wasnjt —ust strongFhe was tough’
Yne time, he got hit in the mouth by a line drive’ !lood Boured outFbut he wiBed it 

away and keBt Bitching’
Enother time, he got into a 7ght on the mound with a younger Blayer who rushed him’ 

Rolan calmly But him in a headlockFand still Bitched that game…
Lven when his arm hurt, he never gave uB’ He believed in 7nishing what he started’
 

BCrmhBfmABCtButmoAB?oweB-wdmABcimAF

0 Hard work beats talent when talent doesnjt work hard’
0 6ontrol comes with Batience and Bractice’
0 Noughness is about getting back uB’
0 Ege is —ust a numberFkeeB going…
 

MsABMm!hSP

0 Rolan once threw (“4 Bitches in one game…
0 He never won a 6y Uoung EwardFbut batters feared him more than anyone…
0 He was still Bitching heat at age x”Folder than many of the coaches…
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You don’t need to be perfect—you just need to be fearless and focused. Nolan Ryan 
threw wild at first, but he worked through it and became a legend.

So if you’ve got a big dream and a strong spirit, go for it—with all the power you’ve 
got.

HLn—oy the —ourney’ Stjs not about how fast you start’ Stjs about how 
strong you 7nish’I 

Rolan .yan







Chapter 10

Ichiro Suzuki 
HARD WORK AND NO BORDERS

W hen Ichiro Suzuki was a little boy growing up in Japan, he had a dream that 
seemed far, far away:

To play Major League Baseball in America.
People told him,

“Itʼʼ’st  s  ohard

“Itʼʼ’s.”n”hse””.sa .”svbl”st  otrd

“i kʼh”st  sʼ’Yovvrd
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But Ichiro didn’t listen to the doubters.
Instead, he listened to his heart.
And every single day, he practiced with laser focus.
His dad would throw him 50 pitches, and Ichiro would bow in respect before swing-

ing. Then another 50. And another. Rain or shine.
He was training to be the best hitter in the world—and he wasn’t going to let anything 

stop him.
 

 Precision, Patience, Power

Ichiro didn’t hit towering home runs or throw thunderbolts like Nolan Ryan.
His superpower was precision.
• He could place a baseball exactly where he wanted—like a ninja with a sword.
• He could run like the wind, beating out grounders with a !ash of speed.
• He threw from the out“eld like he had a laser in his arm—one of the best arms in 

baseball”
MI may not look big,C Ichiro once said,
Mbut my heart is as strong as anyone’s.C
 

A Star Across the Ocean

Ichiro became a superstar in Japan, playing for the Orix BlueWave. He won seven straight 
batting titles and became a national hero.

But Ichiro wasn’t done dreaming.
In 2001, he joined the Seattle Zariners in the U.S. and made history.
Some said he wouldn’t succeed. He was the “rst Japanese position player in the Zajor 

Leagues. The language was diKerent. The food, the culture, the fans—everything.
But Ichiro answered with his bat.
CRACK! Hit after hit.
ZOOM! Stealing bases.
WHOOSH! Making wild catches look easy.
He didn’t just Mdo well.C



I–HIRO SU3U9I 61

He became one of the best players in the world—again.
 

A Record-Setting Legend

Ichiro’s career in ZLB was full of jaw-dropping numbers:
• 10 straight 200-hit seasons + a record”
• 7,08= ZLB hits V 1,2I8 hits in Japan J the most hits ever by a pro player”
• 10 Gold Gloves
• American League ZKP and Rookie of the Year + in the same season”
And he did it all with humility, respect, and hard work.
 

 What Can We Learn from Ichiro Suzuki?

• Discipline beats doubt.
• You don’t need to be the biggest—just the most focused.
• Dreams don’t have borders.
• 9indness, eKort, and respect can take you anywhere.
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Fun Facts!

• Ichiro had a lucky stretching routine he did before every game.
• He used the same glove for 10 years, taking care of it like a best friend.
• He once threw out a runner at third base—from the right-“eld wall”
• His bat had his name burned in Japanese characters.
 

 Message for Young Dreamers:

Don’t let anything stop you—not your size, your accent, or where you’re from.
If you love something, give it your all.
Like Ichiro, practice with passion, play with pride, and believe in your dream—even 

if it takes you across the world.

MIf you dream something, chase it. That’s how great stories begin.C  
Ichiro Suzuki







Chapter 11

Cal Ripken Jr.
THE STREAK OF DEDICATION

I magine showing up every single day, giving it your best—even when you're tired, sore, 
or it’s raining outside.

That’s what Cal Ripken Jr. did.
He didn’t have cashy moves or wild :elebrations.
He had something even strongerA

 Unstoppable dedication.
"nd that’s how he be:ame the man known as MThe Iron fan oB Naseball.M
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A Baseball Life from the Beginning

Cal Ripken Jr. grew up in faryland, where baseball ran in his blood. His dad was a :oa:h, 
and little Cal was always at the 9eld—wat:hing, learning, and dreaming.

He wasn’t the Bastest runner or the biggest hitter.
Nut he had a superpowerA

He never gave up.

 

 Breaking In with the Orioles

Cal 3oined the Naltimore Frioles in 2W-2. "t 9rst, some :oa:hes thought he was too big 
to play shortstop—he looked more like a third baseman.

Nut Cal proved them wrong.
He had great instin:ts, soBt hands, and a ro:ket throw.
Poon, he was a Ban Bavorite.
"nd then... he started The Ptreak.
 
 6,j?6 Eames in a Row
fost players miss games here and there. They get tired. They need rest. They get 

in3ured.
Sot Cal.
Yor 6,j?6 games in a row—over 2j seasons—Cal Ripken Jr. showed up to play.

Every. Single. Game.

He played through bruises, a:hes, and even Bevers. Khy7
Ne:ause he believed in showing up, in being reliable, and in doing his 3ob right.

“You   odnʼ ʼ’tha ʼo va ʼʼ’a vaeʼ ahabs   tsry ,t” odCa etl  r

“vuʼ sou   o ʼ’tha ʼo clha soub vaeʼiy



C"O RIG0LS JR. j“

He broke a re:ord that everyone said was unbreakable—Oou Eehrig’s streak oB 6,2?” 
games.

"nd when he did, the :rowd gave him a standing ovation that lasted 66 minutes.
 

A Career of Consistency

Cal wasn’t 3ust •the guy who played every day.4 He was really, really good, tooA
V Fver ?,””” hits
V !?2 home runs
V 61time fFG
V 2W1time "ll1Ptar
V "nd he played 62 seasons—all with the Frioles
 

 What Can We Learn from Cal Ripken Jr.?

V Hard work and :onsisten:y matter more than cash.
V Neing dependable is a superpower.
V Ereatness is built one day at a time.
V 8on’t skip the small stuG—keep showing up.
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 Fun Facts!

V He played shortstop Bor 2! years, then swit:hed to third base—and still kept the streak 
goingH

V His teammates :alled him •Iron fan4 be:ause he never broke.
V He on:e hit an "ll1Ptar Eame home run the same year he broke the streakH
 

Message for Young Hustlers:

You don’t have to be the loudest or flashiest.
You just have to show up, work hard, and keep going.
Whether it’s sports, school, music, or anything else—be like Cal:
Steady. Strong. Unshakable.

•Pu::ess is built on :onsisten:y. "nd :onsisten:y :omes Brom love—lov1
ing what you do every day.4 

Cal Ripken Jr.







Chapter 12

Satchel Paige 
DEFYING THE ODDS

L ong before Satchel Paige stood on a Major League mound, he was a kid in Mobile, 
Alabama, with a big grin, a wild imagination, and a slingshot arm.

As a boy, Satchel didn’t have much—not even a real glove or ball. So he got creative.
He practiced by throwing rocks at tin cans and hitting tree stumps from far away. He 

didn’t just learn to pitch—he learned to aim with magical precision.

“How   o doy ulear no tpnic uphl ncenk?

someone once asked.

“”oy Yaow yt wpnc roncprg̓ ʼʼ er   ʼ’ehl pn .oʼ’lncprg̓? m seniclu 
–epYl
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The Man With the Fastball That Sizzled

As Satchel grew older, so did his legend.
He was tall, skinny, and had arms like whips of lightning. His fastball was so fast that:
• Batters swung before the ball even arrived.
• Catchers zinched.
• Fans gasped.
Some said it made a sound like a steak hitting a hot pan—si!!le"
But Satchel didn’t just throw fast—he threw smart.
He named his pitches things like:
• –Bee Ball– x because it bu!!ed.
• –Hesitator– x because it danced in the air.
• –Bat Dodger– x because it seemed to dodge the bat on purpose"
 

A Legend Before the Major Leagues

Back then, baseball had an unfair rule: black players weren’t allowed in Major League 
Baseball.

So Satchel played in the Negro Leagues and all over the world—in Cuba, MeWico, the 
Dominican Republic, and more.

4herever he went, he 0lled stadiums with fans who just wanted to witness the magic.
He once pitched in two games in one day, won both, and then danced o3 the 0eld 

smiling.
People said he was part pitcher, part performer, and all heart.
 

Old? Not Even Close!

4hen Major League Baseball 0nally opened its doors to Black players, Satchel was already 
in his “qs.

People said he was too old.



SATCHEL PAIGE 7'

But Satchel just smiled and said:
”Age is a 6uestion of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesnEt matter.F
And then he stepped onto the mound and threw shutout innings like a wi!ard with a 

glove.
He became the oldest rookie in MLB history and pitched until he was nearly Gq years 

old—proving that passion doesn’t age.
 

 What Can We Learn from Satchel Paige?

• Never let limits stop you—not age, not rules, not doubters.
• Creativity is just as powerful as talent.
• Be bold. Be funny. Be unforgettable.
• 4hen life gives you less, make magic with it.
 

Fun Facts!

• Satchel once told his out0elders to sit down during a game—then struck out the side 
all by himself"

• He had more nicknames than a superhero—”Satch,F ”The 4hip,F ”Ol’ Satch,F and 
more.
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• No one knows eWactly how many games he pitched—but it might have been over 
2,qqq"

Message for Young Dreamers:

You don’t have to come from riches or be handed a golden glove.
You just need heart, creativity, and the courage to believe you’re meant for great-

ness—even when the world says “no.”
Satchel Paige pitched through barriers, over doubt, and straight into the history 

books.

”Never look back—something might be gaining on you.F 
Satchel Paige







Chapter 13

Mike Trout 
THE MODERN DAY SUPERSTAR

B efore Mike Trout was launching home runs into the sky, he was just a small-town 
kid from Millville, New Jersey, with a dream as big as the ballparks he’d one day 

play in.
He wasn’t the loudest kid on the :eld.
He wasn’t the tallest either.
But from the moment he picked up a bat, he had one missionP
—lay the game the right wayIand give it everything he had.
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 Born to Play

Mike’s love for baseball started early.
Es a little kid, he’d watch games with his dad, then rush outside to practice swinging 

in the backyard, again and again.
Neighbors say he used to hit baseballs over fences so often they’d just leave e!tra balls 

in their yards, waiting for him.
He also ranIfast. Oike, whoosh• Yast.
Sf the ball dropped anywhere near the out:eld, Mike was already under it, glove ready 

and eyes locked in.
 

The Total Package

By the time he reached the Major Oeagues, Mike wasn’t just goodIhe was unreal.
“ He could hit for power 
“ He could steal bases like a ninja 
“ He could make diving catches that left fans speechless 
—eople started calling himP
“ ”The Millville MeteorV
“ ”The Ne!t Big ThingV
“ Fr simply... ”Trout.V
But even with all the attention, Mike stayed humble, focused, and team-:rst.

“I   jus twas sn ohel soh shwp tmai, oh wetw”u uw”uy

End he means it.
 

 An All-Star Again and Again

Rince his rookie season, Mike Trout has been one of the most dominant players in baseballP
“ Multiple M0— awards 
“ 23-time Ell-Rtar 
“ Fver 5…3 home runs and counting• 
“ End still going strongK
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But what makes Mike special isn’t just the statsIit’s how he carries himself.
No bragging. No trash talk. Just a true love for the game.
 

 What Can We Learn from Mike Trout?

“ Rtay groundedIeven when you’re soaring.
“ Oet your work speak louder than your words.
“ Oove the process, not just the spotlight.
“ Be a teammate, not just a star.
 

Fun Facts!

“ Mike once robbed a home run by leaping so high, fans said it looked like he had wings•
“ He wears number 7xIa nod to his favorite player growing up, 8erek Jeter.
“ He loves weather and even dreams of becoming a meteorologist someday•
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 Message for Young Athletes:

You don’t need to be loud to be a leader.
You don’t need to be flashy to be great.
All you need is heart, effort, and a promise to yourself:
“I’m going to show up every day, work hard, and never take this game for 

granted.”
Just like Mike Trout.







Chapter 14

Shohei Ohtani 
THE TWO-WAY PHENOMENON

I n Japan, when Shohei Ohtani was just a kid, he didn’t dream small.

He dreamed of doing something that hadn’t been done in nearly 100 years:

Be a superstar pitcher AND a powerful hitter—both!

Most   po  ep slai at dlswnt   ossaʼepʼ’
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b.o“ Ylup to hYoospvc tYp, toei Ya”ʼ’

b.o“ hlwnt io ʼotYʼ’c

y“t mYoYpa B“st s”aepi lwi slaiS

bjY, wot:c

 

The Boy With Two Talents

Growing up in the town of Ōshū, Japan, Shohei practiced constantly.
• He threw baseballs into nets until his arm ached.
• He hit so many balls, his hands were covered in blisters.
• He studied how his favorite players moved, trained, and focused.
His friends called him a baseball robot—because he never stopped.
But he wasn’t just hardworking—he was excited.
He loved the game so much that he’d bow to the !eld before playing to show respect.

 Pitcher or Slugger? Why Not Both!

As he grew up, Shohei got scary good—with both the bat and the ball.
• As a pitcher, he could throw a fastball over 100 mph—like a rocketW
• As a hitter, he crushed towering home runs that looked like they were headed for 

spaceW
Mhen he came to the Cajor Leagues, fans didn’t know what to expect.
?ould someone really do it allq
The answer was YES. And his name is Shohei Ohtani.
 

The Unstoppable Superstar

Shohei 5uickly became one of the most exciting players in the world.
• In one game, he hit a home run and struck out 10 batters as a pitcher.



SHOHEI OHTANI 8K

• He made All-Star history by being selected as both a pitcher and a hitter—in the same 
yearW

• “ids started calling him ”The Baseball Unicorn,z because he was one of a kind.
But here’s what makes Shohei even more ama"ing:
He’s still humble, always smiling, and often the !rst to cheer on his teammates.
 

What Can We Learn from Shohei Ohtani?

• Don’t let others decide your limits.
• Hard work can turn impossible into possible.
• Respect the game—and it will respect you.
• Be fearless. Be kind. Be legendary.
 

Fun Facts!

• Shohei is ambidextrous—he can use both hands for di6erent thingsW
• He wrote a Gdream boardG as a teen, listing his goals, and nearly all of them came true.
• He once hit a home run so far, even the announcers went silent for a moment—jaw 

droppedW
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Message for Young Dreamers:

You don’t have to pick just one dream.
You can build your own path—even if no one’s done it before.
So grab your glove, swing for the stars, and if anyone says,
“You can’t do that,”
just smile like Shohei and ask:
“Why not?”







Chapter 15

Mariano Rivera 
THE GREATEST CLOSER

B efore Mariano Rivera became the greatest closer baseball has ever seen, he was just a 
skinny kid from a small Pshing village in panama, .laying baseball with a cardboard 

glove and balls made of ta.e and socksH

  ’e didnqt have a fancy PeldH

  ’e didnqt have .erfect e:ui.mentH

  But he had something even betterA

  I calm heart and a dream that never gave u.H
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A Humble Start by the Sea

Mariano grew u. hel.ing his father re.air Pshing boatsH
8uring breaks, heqd run to the sandlots and .lay baseball with his friendsH
Ohey didnqt have bases, so they used rocksH
So real bats— Gticks worked just PneH

“We   d  inʼ ʼ’the avmʼ’uc ʼ’e ,ime ”td  u

“ovʼ se ʼ’t   b,he w,l ʼʼ’e ftaerc

Lven then, he had a :uiet Pre…a calm determination that burned stronger than any 
stormH

 

The Cutter That Changed Everything

Mariano didnqt become a .itcher until laterH
Nn fact, he didnqt even know how to throw a s.ecial .itch…until one day, something 

magical ha..enedW
!hile .racticing in the minors, his ball suddenly started to cut…moving shar.ly at the 

last secondH
So one could hit it“
Ohat .itch became known as the ”cutter,V and it turned Mariano into a baseball legendH
’itters knew it was comingH
Ohey still couldnqt hit itH
 

Cool as Ice Under Pressure

Is a closer, Mariano came into the game when it mattered most…
Sinth inningH Eame on the lineH Gtadium roaringH
But he never looked scaredH
’e didnqt shoutH ’e didnqt show o•H
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’e just ste..ed on the mound, nodded to his catcher, and threw strike after strikeH
Ohey called himA
C Ohe Gandman 6 because he .ut teams to slee.H
C MrH Iutomatic 6 because he was that reliableH
C Ohe Ereatest 5loser of Ill Oime 6 becauseHHH well, he earned itH
 

A Career Like No Other

C ()9 career saves 6 the most in baseball historyH
C ) !orld Geries rings with the Sew Uork UankeesH
C Llected to the ’all of Yame…unanimously“ 'Ohe Prst .layer ever“x
But even with all that glory, Mariano stayed humble, grateful, and faithful to who he 

wasH
 

What Can We Learn from Mariano Rivera?

C 5almness can be your su.er.owerH
C Ereatness doesn4t need to be loudH
C !ork with what you have…make it shineH
C Tet your actions s.eak louder than your wordsH
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Fun Facts!

C Mariano used to PJ nets and boats before becoming a .roH
C ’e wore number I9, the same number Jackie Robinson made famousH
C ’is entrance song, ”Lnter Gandman,V gave chills to batters and fansH
 

Message for Young Athletes:

You don’t need to be the biggest.
You don’t need to be the fastest.
You just need to believe, stay calm, and give your best when it matters most.
Like Mariano Rivera, you can close out doubt, shut down fear, and walk off the field 

as a champion.







Part 2: 
Unbelievable 

BasebaM om�ents



1. The Called Shot – Babe Ruth’s Legendary Gesture

In the middle of a loud, tense World Series game in 1932, Babe Ruth did something wild. 
He stepped up to bat, pointed his cnger toward the outceld fen…eO and BMM!x He hit 
the neyt pit…h eya…tl’ where he pointed.

Some sa’ it reall’ happened, others sa’ itjs —ust a legend“but either wa’, itjs the most 
famous ”I got this5 moment in baseball histor’x

2. The Shot Heard ‘Round the World – A Home Run for the Ages

It was 19T1. Ghe kiants were losing. Ghe …rowd was biting their nails. Ghen, Bobb’ 
Ghomson swung hard“and …rushed a home run that sent the kiants to the World Seriesx

Ghe …rowd went bonDers, radios blared a…ross the …ountr’, and people shouted, ”?id 
’ou hear itPx Ghat was the shot heard jround the worldx5

3. The Perfect Game in the World Series – Don Larsen’s Big Day

Ait…hing a perfe…t game is hard. ?oing it in the World SeriesP 6lmost impossible. But in 
19TL, ?on Narsen did itx

Jot one batter rea…hed base. Jot one mistaDe. 7ust 2v up, 2v down.
It was baseball perfe…tion on the biggest stage“liDe hitting e0er’ note in a s’mphon’O 

blindfoldedx
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4. The 2004 Red Sox Comeback – Never Give Up

Ghe Red Soy were down 3 games to E. q0er’one said the’ were done. But the’ didnjt :uit. 
Ghe’ …lawed ba…D“one game at a time“and sho…Ded the world b’ winning four in a row 
and then the World Seriesx

It was baseballjs greatest …omeba…D and a reminder8 ne0er sa’ ne0er

5. Rickey Henderson’s Record-Breaking Stolen Base

Speedster Ri…De’ Henderson didnjt —ust steal bases“he made it an art. In 1991, he stole 
his 939th base, the most e0erx Ghen he held up the base liDe a troph’ and said, ”I am the 
greatest of all timex5

Ri…De’ ran so fast, it looDed liDe his legs were made of lightning boltsx

6. The Longest Baseball Game Ever Played

Imagine pla’ing baseball for two whole da’sx In 19-1, the Aawtu…Det Red Soy and the 
Ro…hester Red Wings pla’ed a 33Finning game that lasted o0er - hoursx

Ala’ers were sleep’, fans were ’awning, and e0en the s…oreboard got tiredx But the’ Dept 
going“and made histor’.
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7. The Pine Tar Incident – A Controversial Moment

In 19-3, keorge Brett smashed a goFahead home runO but waitx Ghe umpires said his bat 
had too mu…h pine tar Ka sti…D’ gripz. Ghe’ tooD the home run awa’x

keorge stormed the celd, fa…e red, arms wa0ing liDe a windmill. Nater, the home run 
was allowed again“but the momentP Baseball …haosx

8. A Fan Catches a Foul Ball… While Holding a Baby!

?uring a game, a foul ball Coomed toward the stands“and a dad holding a bab’ rea…hed 
up with one hand and …aught itx

Ghe …rowd gasped, then …heered. q0en the bab’ looDed impressedx Jow thatjs what 
’ou …all a superFparentx 

9. A Pitcher and a Catcher Swap Positions Mid-Game

In a fun and wa…D’ moment, a pit…her and …at…her swapped spots during the game“—ust 
to shaDe things upx Ghe pit…her …rou…hed behind the plate, and the …at…her tooD the 
mound.

Ghe’ laughed, the fans laughed, and he’O it a…tuall’ worDedx
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10. The Fastest Pitch Ever Recorded

6roldis Zhapman threw a baseball so fast it pra…ti…all’ …aught cre“1ET.1 mphx Ghatjs 
faster than most …ars on a highwa’.

Batters …ould barel’ see the ball, let alone hit it. Ioomx It was gone before the’ blinDedx

11. The Hidden Ball Trick – Outs in the Sneakiest Way

Sometimes baseball isnjt —ust sDill“itjs sneaD’. In one game, the crst baseman pretended 
to gi0e the ball ba…D to the pit…herO but Dept it in his glo0e.

Ghe runner stepped oJ the baseO G6kx Mutx q0er’one laughed Key…ept the runnerz. 
Zlassi… tri…Dx

12. A No-Hitter With One Arm – Jim Abbott’s Incredible Story

7im 6bbott was born with onl’ one hand“but that ne0er stopped him. He threw a 
noFhitter in the ma—or leagues in 1993x

Hejd pit…h, swit…h his glo0e super fast, and be read’ to …at…h. It was liDe wat…hing 
magi….

7im pro0ed that nothing is impossible when ’ou belie0e in ’ourself.
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13. The Time a Bird Got Hit by a Pitch

It sounds made up“but it reall’ happenedx In 2EE1, Rand’ 7ohnson threw a pit…h so 
fast, it hit a bird that Kew a…ross the celd at the wrong moment.

Aoofx Yeathers Kew e0er’where. q0en the umpire didnjt Dnow what to …all it. Jature 
said8 ”Youl ballP5

14. A Walk-O> Grand Slam for the World Series Win

Ghe bases were loaded. Ghe pressure was huge. Ghen“BMM!x 6 batter …rushed a grand 
slam to win the entire World Series.

Ghe …rowd eyploded. Geammates dan…ed on the celd. It was liDe the cnal le0el of a 
0ideo gameO and the’ beat the boss with one swingx

15. The Most Unbelievable Baseball Comeback

?own b’ 12 runs. Ghe game seemed o0er. But one team Dept cghting“and little b’ little, 
the’ s…ored. Ghen more. 6nd morex

In the last inning, the’ hit a home run and WMJ the gamex Yans …ouldnjt belie0e their 
e’es. It was a wild reminder that itjs ne0er o0er until the last outx



Your Turn at Bat

And that’s the last pitch of our ynal stor—bmut it’s far fro. the endB jecause —our stor— 
is gust meYinninYB

vou’we read amout leYends kho started out gust li,e —oub,ids kith miY drea.sT lots of 
enerY—T and a lowe for the Ya.eB Whe— faced challenYesT .ade .ista,esT and ,ept YoinY 
an—ka—B And loo, khere it too, the.B

Now it’s your turn.

:hether —ou pla— masemall or another sport or hawe drea.s of —our oknbre.e.mer khat 
these stories shoked —ouN

  :or, hard 

  je ,ind 

  ?ewer Yiwe up 

  jeliewe in —ourselfT ewen khen it’s touYhB

Whan, —ou for ta,inY this gourne— kith usB :e’re so proud of —ou for readinYT learninYT 
and drea.inY miYB

:ho ,noksM xa—me one da—T —our na.e kill me in a moo, li,e thisbinspirinY the neKt 
Yeneration of —ounY cha.pionsB

(eep skinYinY for the fencesB 

We believe in you.



Baseba CradoC
rc etingGCu�noe

Ready to discover the coolest and most legendary baseball cards ever? These cards aren’t 
just pieces of cardboard — they’re tiny pieces of baseball history!










